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CHAP.  X. 
tfbe  Campaign  0/1759. 

THE  armies  of  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunf- 
wic  and  of  his  royal  highnefs  prince 
Henry  began  the  campaign.  The  army  of  the 
king,  confined  on  the  frontiers  of  the  Mafch 
arid  of  Silefia  by  the  near  neighbourhood  of  the 
Ruffians  who  were  in  Poland,  dared  not  under¬ 
take  expeditions  which  would  have  drawn  it 
from  a  line  of  defence,  that  mult  have  been 
dangerous  to  defert;  and  the  Auftrians  deferred 
their  operations  that  they  might  give  the  Ruf- 
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fians  time  to  take  the  field.  Thefe  confidera~ 
tions  ufually  retarded  the  motion  of  the  troops 
till  the  end  of  July. 

The  French  a&ed  without  allies :  the  army 
of  prince  Ferdinand  had  but  one  enemy  to  face  ; 
they  might  therefore  begin  to  adt  whenever  they 
fhould  have  made  their  arrangements,  and 
fhould  think  proper.  The  command  of  the 
French  army  was  this  year  given  to  marfhal  de 
Contades;  and  M.  deBroglio  who  commanded 
under  him  remained  at  Frankfort,  where  he 
took  charge  of  the  fafety  of  the  troops  till  the 
arrival  of  the  marfhal. 

A  combined  corps  of  Auftrians  and  of  troops 
of  the  circles,  under  the  command  of  M.  d’Ar- 
berg,  advanced  into  Thuringia;  where  it  ex¬ 
cited  inquietude  both  in  prince  Henry  and  prince 
Ferdinand.  The  two  princes  mutually  con¬ 
certed  an  enterprife  to  diflodge  thefe  trouble- 
fome  troops  from  their  neighbourhood.  M. 
von  Knobloch  commanded  a  Pruffian  detach¬ 
ment,  and  M.  von  Urf  a  corps  of  the  allies. 
Cor  the  execution  of  this  defign.  Knobloch  took 
Erfurt,  and  fome  hundreds  of  prifoners  in  thefe 
environs.  Urf  drove  the  enemy  beyond  Vach, 
and  recovered  Hersfeld.  Scarcely  however  had 
the  allies  and  P ruffians  retired  before  the  Au¬ 
ftrians,  and  the  troops  of  the  circles,  returned 
%Q  their  former  pofition  (March  24th).  This 

motion 
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motion  difpleafed  prince  Ferdinand;  and,  that 
he  might  expel  them  from  the  neighbourhood, 
of  Hefie,  he  caufed  the  left  of  hh  army  to  in¬ 
cline  for  Calfel,  and  thence  advanced  through 
Melfungen  to  Hersfeld.  The  hereditary  prince 
entered  the  principality  of  Fulda,  from  which 
he  penetrated  into  Franconia,  took  Meinungen, 
Wafungen,  and  defeated  three  Auftrian  regi¬ 
ments,  which  he  found  in  the  vicinage.  M. 
d’Arberg  approached  and  attacked  him  in  his 
camp  of  Wafungen.  After  a  conteft  of  lix 
hours,  the  Auftrians  and  the  troops  of  the  cir¬ 
cles  were  repulfed,  and  obliged  to  fly  as  far  as 
Thuringia. 

April.  Prince  Ferdinand  now  aflembled  all 
his  detachments  at  Fulda.  His  intention  was 
to  deftroy  the  magazines  of  the  French  at  Fritz*- 
lar,  Hanau,  and  in  thofe  parts;  that  he  might 
retard,  or  perhaps  prevent,  the  operations  they 
intended  in  Hefle.  On  his  march  to  Frankfort, 
he  furprifed  feveral  French  detachments,  that, 
Finable  to  efcape,  furrendered  themfelves  pri- 
foners.  Approaching  Bergen  (on  the  13th)  he 
imagined  he  Ihould  find  there  only  1'ome  bat¬ 
talions  that,  too  feeble  to  refift,  would  be  obliged 
to  retreat,  or  to  lay  down  their  arms,  if  they 
were  rafh  enough  to  wait  his  coming.  While 
ne  was  charging  them,  M.  de  Broglio  appeared 
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on  the  height  behind  the  village,  with  the  bri¬ 
gades  he  had  aflembled  from  the  neareft  quar¬ 
ters.  The  attack  of  the  allies  was  unfuccefsful : 
the  prince  of  Yfenburg  who  commanded  loft 
his  life.  Prince  Ferdinand  was  obliged  to  fup- 
port  the  action  that  was  begun ;  he  took  indeed 
the  lower  part  of  the  village  of  Bergen,  but  the 
upper  part,  well  fortified,  oppofed  infurmount- 
able  impediments.  The  French  troops  charged 
the  allies  at  a  proper  moment,  and  obliged  them 
to  relinquifh  their  conqueft.  The  Saxons,  who 
were  in  the  army  commanded  by  de  Broglio, 
were  defirous  of  purfuit.  Prince  Ferdinand  faw 
this,  attacked  them  with  his  cavalry,  deftroyed 
them  in  part,  and  took  fome  hundreds  of  pri- 
foners  :  the  remainder  of  the  day  was  fpent  in  a 
reciprocal  cannonade. 

Perceiving  his  intention  had  failed,  prince 
Ferdinand  retired  the  fame  night  toward  Hefle, 
without  fuffering  any  difturbance  from  M.  de 
Broglio.  M.  du  Blaifel  followed  him,  and 
during  his  retreat  attacked  the  rear-guard  of 
one  of  the  columns  of  the  army,  which  attack 
he  conducted  fo  well  that  he  took  two  hundred 
Prufiian  dragoons  of  the  Finckenftein  regiment 
prifoners. 

Prince  Henry  in  the  mean  time  executed  a 
fimilar  defign,  which  he  had  formed  on  Bo¬ 
hemia, 
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hernia,  with  more  fuccefs.  He  entered  this 
kingdom  by  Peterfwald  without  meeting  any 
great  oppofition.  Hulfen,  who  penetrated  with 
the  fecond  column  by  the  Bafberg,  there  found 
the  enemy  entrenched.  His  cavalry  took  the 
road  to  Priefnitz,  which  brought  it  on  the  back 
of  the  Auftrians,  who  thus  were  attacked  by  in¬ 
fantry  in  front,  and  by  the  cavalry  in  the  rear. 
The  whole  Auftrian  corps  under  M.  Renard, 
confiding  of  the  regiments  of  Andlau,  Konig- 
feck,  and  a  thoufand  Croats,  in  all  two  thoufand 
five  hundred  men,  was  taken.  After  this  brave 
adion  Hulfen  advanced  to  Saatz,  where  he 
ruined  one  of  the  mod  confiderable  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  magazines.  His  royal  highnefs  inclined 
toward  Buden,  and  deftroyed  all  the  provifions 
and  (lores  the  Auftrians  had  aflembled  in  thofe 
parts. — After  having  accomplifhed  the  full  pur¬ 
port  of  his  operations,  he  led  his  troops  back 
into  Saxony, 

Soon  after  (in  May)  the  prince  refolved  to 
ad  in  like  manner  by  the  troops  of  the  empire, 
that  he  might  drive  them  from  the  frontiers 
of  Saxony.  This  projed  was  taken  in  concert 
with  the  allies.  He  aflembled  his  corps  at 
Zwickau,  whence  Finck  was  detached  to  Adorf, 
that  the  enemy  might  have  apprehenfions  for 
the  town  of  Eger.  His  royal  highnefs,  march-. 
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mg  to  Hof,  detached  Knoblocli  through  Saal? 
bourg  toward  Cronach.  Difconcerted  by  this 
motion,  the  troops  of  the  circles  quitted  their 
advantageous  camp  of  Munchfberg,  which  the 
Pmffians  feized,  and  made  a  number  of  pri- 
foners  in  different  rencounters.  Finck  then  in¬ 
clined  toward  Weifstadt,  that  he  might  cut  off 
the  communication  between  Maquire  and  the 
troops  of  the  circles,  by  which  this  Auftrian 
general  was  obliged  to  retire  into  the  Upper 
Palatinate,  whence  he  afterward  marched  to 
join  the  army  of  the  empire  at  Nuremberg.  He 
was  followed  by  Finck,  who  on  various  occa~ 
fions  took  four  hundred  prifoners. 

The  P ruffian  army  encamped  near  Bareuth  : 
M.  von  Meinecke  forced  general  Riedefel  to 
furrender  himfelf  prifoner,  with  nine  hundred 
men  under  his  command,  near  Cronach.  This 
misfortune  haftened  the  retreat  of  the  troops  of 
the  circles,  and  they  were  led  back  to  Nurem¬ 
berg  by  the  prince  de  Deuxponts. 

His  royal  highnefs,  having  no  enemy  to  face, 
fent  Knobloch  next  into  the  bifhoprick  of  Bam¬ 
berg,  where  he  deftroyed  all  the  magazines  that 
had  been  formed  for  the  army  of  the  empire. 
Having  executed  his  intention,  his  royal  high¬ 
nefs  returned  with  his  troops  into  Saxony,  to¬ 
ward  the  beginning  of  June.  The  Auftrians 

during 
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during  this  month  had  profited  by  the  abfence 
of  the  Pruffians  to  make  an  incurfion  into  Sax¬ 
ony.  General  Gemmingen,  who  had  taken  up 
his  poll  near  Wolkenftein,  was  attacked  and 
beaten  there  by  M.  von  Schenkendorf.  M.  de 
Brentano  came  to  the  aid  of  the  Auftrians;  but, 
meeting  with  as  ill  a  reception  as  that  given  to 
Gemmingen,  he  precipitately  retired  into  Bo¬ 
hemia.  This  expedition  of  his  royal  highnefs 
coft  the  troops  of  the  empire,  in  one  month,  all 
their  magazines,  fixty  officers,  and  three  thou- 
fand  men.  On  the  part  of  the  allies,  the  here¬ 
ditary  prince  had  advanced  into  the  bifhoprick 
of  Wurzbourg,  at  the  head  of  twelve  thoufand 
men;  during  which  incurfion  he  made  three 
hundred  Auftrians  prifoners,  and  returned  to 
rejoin  the  prince  his  uncle  in  Hefle. 

The  French  did  not  begin  their  operations 
till  toward  the  end  of  May.  M.  de  Contades 
palled  the  Rhine  at  Cologne.  On  the  fecond 
of  June  he  joined  M.  de  Broglio  near  Gieflen, 
and  leftM.  d’Armentieres  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Wefel,  with  a  detachment  of  twenty  thoufand 
men.  At  the  approach  of  thefe  troops,  prince 
.  Ferdinand  retreated,  firft  to  Lippftadt,  afterward 
to  Hamm,  where  he  affembled  all  the  regiments 
that  had  wintered  in  the  bifhoprick  of  Munlter, 
the  garrifon  of  that  city  excepted.  Imhof  had 
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hitherto  remained  at  Fritzlar;  but,  when  he 
heard  that  de  Contades  from  one  part,  de  Broglio 
from  another,  and  the  Saxons  from  a  third,  were 
advancing  upon  him,  he  fell  back  to  Lippftadit. 

Finding  HeiTe  void  of  troops,  theFrenchfeized 
on  Caffel,  Munden,  andBeverungeil;  where  they 
took  the  greateft  part  of  the  magazines  of  the  allies. 
Contades  having  pufhed  forward  to  Paderborn, 
prince  Ferdinand  advanced  upon  him,  and  en¬ 
camped  at  Rittberg.  The  lofs  of  all  his  maga¬ 
zines  obliged  him  to  collect  new,  and  he  chofe 
Ofnabruck  as  the  principal  place  of  his  depofit. 
The  defign  of  the  French  was  to  cut  the  Ger¬ 
mans  off  from  the  Wefer.  Contades  marched 
and  encamped  befide  the  fources  of  the  Ems, 
whence  he  repaired  to  Bielefeld  and  Herford, 
and  placed  the  corps  of  de  Broglio  at  Orling- 
haufen,  from  which  place  the  latter  approached 
Minden;  which  he  furprifed  in  open  day  (July 
zoth),  and  took  fifteen  hundred  prifoners.  This 
difafter  obliged  prince  Ferdinand,  who  was  at 
Ravenfberg,  to  fall  back  to  Ofnabruck,  where 
on  the  8th  he  was  joined  by  the  corps  of  M. 
von  Wangenheim,  that  till  then  had  made  head 
againfi;  M.  d’Armentieres.  The  latter  general, 
meeting  with  no  enemy,  endeavoured  to  carry 
Munfter,  fword  in  hand :  failing  in  the  attempt 

to 
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he  proceeded  regularly,  opened  his  trenches, 
and  the  city  furrendered  on  the  2 5th. 

Marfhal  de  Contades  marched  and  encamped 
with  his  whole  army  near  Minden,  occupying 
the  left  fhore  of  the  Wefer  himfelf,  and  placing 
M.  de  Broglio  on  the  right.  Prince  Ferdinand, 
having  arrived  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  imme¬ 
diately  marched  up  the  ftream  to  oppofe  the 
enemy.  On  the  29th  he  appeared  in  the  plains 
of  Minden,  extending  his  army  between  Hide 
and  Fredewalde,  where  he  was  joined  by  gene¬ 
ral  Dreves,  who  returned  after  recovering  Bre¬ 
men  from  the  French.  He  fortified  the  village 
of  Tonhaufen,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  left  of 
his  army.  This  was  a  kind  of  fnare  for  de  Con¬ 
tades,  who  was  too  well  polled  to  be  attacked 
in  hjs  camp,  and  whom  the  prince  could  not 
vanquifh  but  by  fome  ftratagem.  In  order  to 
infpire  the  French  with  fears,  he  fent  the  here¬ 
ditary  prince  behind  them,  who  approaching 
Gohfeld  found  the  duke  de  Briflac  there  with 
a,  detachment  of  fix  thoufand  men. 

Marfhal  Contades,  eager  to  accomplilh  the 
withes  of  prince  Ferdinand,  acted  as,  if  he  had 
received  his  orders  from  the  prince  himfelf. 
De  Broglio  pafled  the  Wefer  with  his  detach¬ 
ment,  and  joined  the  army.  Roads  were  pre¬ 
pared  over  the  marlhes  that  covered  the  allied 
4  army. 
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army,  which  at  length  was  attacked,  on  the 
firft  of  Auguft.  The  village  of  Tonhaufen, 
which  prince  Ferdinand  had  caufed  to  be  en¬ 
trenched,  was  garnilhed  with  twelve  battalions, 
defended  by  two  heavy  batteries,  and  fupported 
by  twenty  fquadrons,  that  encamped  at  a  fmall 
diftance  in  the  rear  of  the  infantry.  The  main 
body  of  the  allied  army  encamped  at  the  diftance 
of  a  fmall  half  mile,  as  we  have  faid,  behind 
the  wood  of  Hille.  Sagely  precautions,  the 
prince  had  prepared  his  roads  and  communica¬ 
tions  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  be  able,  on  the 
firft  motion  of  the  French,  to  march  and  meet 
them  without  impediment,  and  to  charge  them 
in  his  turn,  while  they  fhould  attack  the  village. 

M.  de  Contaftes  marched  into  the  plain  at 
day-break.  M.  de  Broglio  commanded  the 
van-guard  deftined  for  the  attack  of  the  village. 
The  French  army  affirmed  a  pofition  too  diftant 
to  be  ready  to  fuccour  its  van-guard.  Its  right 
wing  was  fupported  by  the  Wefer;  and  its  left, 
in  an  angular  form,  fell  elbowing  back  to  the 
marfh  which  it  had  paffed.  Approaching  Ton¬ 
haufen,  M.  de  Broglio  faw  the  twelve  batta¬ 
lions  of  Wangenheim  formed  in  order  of  battle  : 
thefe  he  fuppofed  to  be  the  entire  army  of  prince 
Ferdinand.  Fie  remained  for  a  time  hefitating, 
and  at  length  fent  for  new  orders  from  marfhal 

de 
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lde  Contades.  The  opportunity  was  pail,  tim® 
was  loft,  and  prince  Ferdinand  came  up  with' 
the  army.  Inftead  of  going  to  the  aid  of  Wan- 
geqheim,  he  formed  in  face  of  the  angle  which 
the  French  army  compofed.  M.  de  Contades 
oppofed  a  corps  of  cavalry  j  but  the  ardour  and 
determined  bravery  of  the  Englifh  infantry  were 
viftorious.  They  attacked  the  French  and  put 
them  to  the  rout,  after  which  they  immediately 
fell  on  the  French  infantry.  Prince  Ferdinand 
only  had  time  to  fupport  them  by  other  bri¬ 
gades  before  the  French  took  to  flight,  and  the 
allies  formed  on  the  ground  they  had  aban¬ 
doned. 

While  victory  declared  in  favour  of  the  prince, 
M.  de  Broglio  feebly  attacked  the  village  of 
Tonhaufen  :  two  charges  were  made  by  the 
cavalry,  which  both  ended  in  favour  of  the  allies. 
The  rout  of  the  left  of  the  French,  the  flight 
of  the  cavalry,  added  to  the  ill  fuccefs  of  the 
attacks  on  the  village,  determined  the  enemy 
to  quit  the  field  of  battle,  which  was  performed 
with  great  diforder  and  confufion. 

On  the  fame  day  the  hereditary  prince  beat 
the  duke  de  Briflac  at  Gohfeld,  and  in  the  pur- 
fuk  occupied  a  paflage  near  the  Wefer,  which 
cut  off  the  French  from  the  roads  of  the  coun¬ 
tries  of  Waldeck  and  Paderborn.  This  was  a 
3  ftrokf 
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ftroke  as  decifive  as  the  battle;  for  the  French 
army,  furrounded  by  the  allies,  near  Minden, 
on  the  left  of  the  Wefer,  was  obliged  to  pafs 
that  river,  and  took  the  road  toCalfel,  the  only 
one  which  was  open.  M.  d’Armentieres,  who 
till  then  had  laid  clofe  fiege  to  Lippftadt,  raifed 
the  blockade,  and  detached  ten  battalions  for 
Wefel.  With  twelve  others  he  fpeedily  marched 
to  Caifel,  where  he  joined  the  beaten  army. 

The  day  after  the  battle,  Minden  furrendered 
to  the  conqueror.  The  French  loft  more  than 
fix  thoufand  men,  three  thoufand  of  whom  were 
made  prisoners..  Prince  Ferdinand,  to  profit  by 
this  fortunate  event,  advanced  toward  Mum- 
den,  while  the  hereditary  prince  pafied  the 
Wefer  at  Rinteln,  at  the  head  of  twenty  tlpou- 
fand  men.  There  was  a  ferious  adtion  with  the 
xear-guard  at  Munden,  where  M.  de  St.  Ger¬ 
main  by  his  good  conduct  faved  the  baggage 
of  the  French  army.  Prince  Ferdinand  then 
turned  toward  Paderborn.  and  M,  von  Urf,  on 
the  1 7th,  took  at  Detmold  the  moveable  hof- 
pital  of  the  French,  with  an  efcort  of  eight  hun¬ 
dred  men. 

The  duke  de  Chevreufe  and  M.  d’Armen¬ 
tieres,  as  the  allies  approached  Stadtberg,  re¬ 
treated  to  Caifel;  and,  the  allies  having  turned 
toward  the  principality  of  Waldeck,  de  Cop,- 

tades 
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rades  imagined  this  indicated  an  intention  in 
prince  Ferdinand  to  cut  off  the  French  from  the 
Maine.  On  this  fuppofition  he  haftily  quitted 
Caffel,  where  he  left  a  feeble  garrifon,  and  en¬ 
camped  at  Marbourg.  A  partifan  of  the  allies, 
named  Frey  tag,  approached  Caffel  and  took  it 
by  capitulation.  Prince  Ferdinand  was  then  at 
Corbach,  and  ordered  the  hereditary  prince  to 
advance  to  Wolffihagen,  while  he  detached  the 
prince  of  Holftein  to  Fritzlar.  Marlhal  de  Con- 
tades,  totally  confufed  by  thefe  motions,  be¬ 
lieving  himfelf  loft,  evacuated  Heffe.  Prince 
Ferdinand,  on  the  24th,  purfued  him  to  Ernft- 
haufen,  and  on  the  fame  day  one  of  his  detach¬ 
ments  took  r’hree  hundred  French  in  the  fortrefs 
of  Ziegenhain.  On  the  2  3th  the  enemy  was 
polled  at  Amonebourg,  on  the  Ohm,  and  had 
the  corps  of  Fifcher  behind  the  Lahn :  this  the 
hereditary  prince  beat.  His  uncle  having  in 
the  interim  advanced  to  Wetter,  with  the  army, 
the  young  hero  came  behind  the  enemy  at  Nie- 
derweymar  (September). 

M.  de  Broglio  was  now  fo  difconcerted 
that  he  retreated  to  Gieflen,  and  abandoned 
Marbourg,  which  was  taken  by  the  prince-  of 
Bevern,  with  its  garrifon,  confiding  of  nine 
hundred  men.  Succefs  fo  continued  empowered 
prince  Ferdinand  to  advance  to  Crofdorf.  Here 

the 
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the  allies  and  the  French  were  only  feparated  by 
the  Lahn.  The  latter  entrenched  themfelves 
in  their  camp,  and  fent  M.  de  Broglio  to 
Wetzlar;  who,  according  to  the  orders  of  prince 
Ferdinand,  was  oppofed  and  obferved  by  Wan- 
genheim.  The  misfortunes  of  marfhal  de  Con- 
tadcs  were  very  diflatisfaflory  to  his  court ;  he 
was  recalled,  and  the  command  of  the  army 
given  to  M.  de  Broglio,  who  was  appointed  a 
marfhal  of  France. 

While  the  Germans  and  the  French  obfti- 
nately  encamped  in  face  of  each  other  on  the 
banks  of  the  Lahn,  prince  Ferdinand  was  en¬ 
deavouring  in  the  rear  to  expel  the  enemy  from 
the  bifhoprick  of  Munfter  (October).  He  had 
fent  Imhof  into  Weftphalia,  to  befiege  the  city 
of  Munfter,  which  he  was  obliged  to  raife  al- 
moft  as  foon  as  he  had  opened  the  trenches.  M. 
d’Armentieres  on  the  12th  haftily  quitted  the 
French  army,  paffed  the  Rhine  at  Wefel,  and 
flew  to  the  relief  of  Munfter.  Imhof  was  joined 
by  reinforcements,  and,  finding  himfelf  in  force, 
again  began  the  fiege.  D’Armentieres  once 
more  approached,  intending  to  attack  the  Ger¬ 
mans  ;  but,  whether  he  imagined  the  enterprife 
was  too  difficult,  or  whether  he  was  difcouraged 
by  a  check  given  to  one  of  his  detachments,  he 

retired 
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retired  behind  the  Lippe,  and  the  city  furren- 
dered  to  Imhof  by  capitulation. 

The  vanity  of  the  French  nation  caufed  it  to 
attribute  the  difadvantages  it  had  fuftained,  in 
the  German  war,  to  the  fmall  fuperiority  of  the 
French  army,  in  numbers,  over  that  of  the  allies. 
The  court,  being  nearly  of  the  fame  opinion, 
to  obviate  this  difficulty,  engaged  the  duke  of 
Wurtemberg  to  furnifh  twelve  thoufand  men., 
for  which  he  was  to  receive  a  fubfidy  to  be  paid 
by  France  in  fait.  The  duke  commanded  his 
forces  himfelf ;  having  referved  the  command 
that  he  might  not  be  confounded  in  the  crowd 
of  generals  of  a  grand  army,  or  ferve  under  a 
marfhal  of  France,  which  he  fuppofed  deroga¬ 
tory  to  his  dignity.  For  this  purpofe  he  flipu- 
iated  that  his  perfon  and  his  troops  fhould  be 
employed  only  in  detachments. 

This  prince  arrived  in  Franconia  in  the  month 
of  October ;  marfhal  de  Broglio,  who  could 
not  afford  him  fuch  employment  as  he  wifhed, 
fent  him  into  the  country  of  Fulda,  whehce  the 
allies  drew  a  part  of  their  fubfiftence.  The  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  duke  deranged  the  delivery  of  the 
quotas ;  but  this  corps,  unfupported  by  any 
other,  gave  the  allies  too  handfome  an  op/por- 
tunity  to  be  paffed  unnoticed.  The  hereditary 
prince  departed  like  an  arrow  from  the  army, 

and. 
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and  appeared  before  the  gates  of  Fulda,  at  CM 
very  moment  when  he  was  lead  expeded.  The 
duke  had  prepared  a  ball  for  the  day,  but  this 
quite  fpoiled  his  pleafure.  Adonifhed  at  the 
prefence  of  fo  vigilant  a  foe,-  who  did  not  give 
him  time  to  colled  his  men,  he  and  his  cavalry 
retired  toward  the  Main.  The  rear-guard  of 
the  infantry,  preparing  for  retreat*  was  hotly 
charged  by  the  hereditary  prince,  and  twelve 
hundred  men  were  made  prifoners.  This  was 
not  the  lad  ad  of  the  youthful  hero  ;  we  fhall 
again  have  occafion  to  fpeak  of  him  in  our 
narrative  of  the  Saxon  campaign. 

The  French  had  this  year  kept  the  field  long¬ 
er  than  ufual ;  the  feafon,  little  favourable  to 
the  operations  of  war,  obliged  them  to  quit 
their  camp  on  the  8  th  of  December,  whence 
they  retired  to  Frankfort.  Prince  Ferdinand, 
after  having  blockaded  Gieffen,  fent  his  troops 
into  quarters,  having  by  his  valour  and  ability 
repaired  the  wrongs  fortune  had  done  him  in  the 
commencement  of  the  campaign.  The  allies 
found  themfelves,  at  the  clofe  of  the  year,  in 
pofieflion  of  all  the  places  and  provinces  they 
had  occupied,  previous  to  the  declaration  of  war. 

We  now  come  to  the  campaign  of  the  king, 
which  was  far  from  being  equally  fortunate ; 
perhaps;  of  all  others  it  was  the  mod  fatal ;  per¬ 
haps 
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tiaps  the  glory  of  Pruffia  would  have  expired, 
had  its  enemies  known  as  well  how  to  profit  by 
their  victories  as  they  did  to  vanquifh.  The 
reafons  which  obliged  the  king  to  aft  on  the 
defenfive  have  been  given.  Reftrained  by  the 
army  of  marfhal  Daun,  who  kept  in  Bohemia 
on  the  frontiers  of  Silefia,  the  king  meditated 
an  attack  on  the  magazines  which  the  Ruffians 
formed  in  the  vicinage  of  Pofen.  Had  his  plan 
fucceeded  he  would  have  retarded  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  enemy ;  he  would  have  gained  the 
greateft  of  advantages,  time. 

Toward  the  middle  of  March,  the  army  of 
the  king  approached  the  hills  of  Schweidnitz, 
and  was  fent  into  cantonments  among;  thofe 
long  villages  which  extend  from  Landfhut  to 
Friedland.  General  Fouquet  remained  with  his 
corps  at  Neufladt,  in  Upper  Silefia.  M.  von 
Woberfnow,  who  had  been  fent  with  a  detach¬ 
ment  into  the  Palatinate  of  Pofnania,  there 
ruined  fome  magazines  which  the  Ruffians  had 
began  to  form.  This  expedition,  having  been 
made  too  fooil,  was  of  little  detriment  to  the 
meafures  the  enemy  meant  to  take. 

Nothing  of  importance  happened  on  the 
frontiers  of  Bohemia.  Laudon  who  remained  at 
Trautenau  was  continually  in  motion,  and  alarm¬ 
ing  the  advanced  polls,  but  without  fuccefs ;  the 
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ftrians  were  fortunate  in  one  only  enterprize.  M. 
von  Beck  attacked  the  battalion  of  Duringfhofen, 
atGreiffenberg,  cut  off  its  retreat  with  his  cavalry, 
and  after  a  vigorous  defence  the  battalion  was 
obliged  to  lay  down  its  arms. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  month,  M.  de  Ville, 
who  commanded  in  Moravia,  entered  Silefia 
with  a  ftrong  detachment.  Fouquet,  finding 
himfelf  too  feeble  for  oppofition,  abandoned 
Neuftadt,  and  took  a  more  advantageous  poft  atr 
Opperfdorf.  The  king  hoped  this  motion  of 
de  Ville  would  give  him  the  means  of  beating 
the  enemy  in  detail,  and  wholly  deftroying  this 
corps.  Troops  fecretly  filed  off  to  Neifs, 
whither  the  king  in  perfon  repaired ;  but  all 
precautions  to  conceal  this  manoeuvre  from  the 
enemy  were  vain.  The  monks  and  catholic 
clergy,  feeret  enemies  of  the  Pruffians,  whom 
they  treated  as  heretics,  found  occafion  to  in¬ 
form  de  Ville  of  the  march  of  the  troops,  and 
on  the  very  day  (May  iff)  the  king  arrived  at 
Opperfdorf,  the  Auftrian  general  retired  to 
Ziegenhals.  All  that  could  be  done  was  to 
fkirmifh  with  the  rear- guard  and  the  pandours, 
who  ftill  were  on  their  march  :  the  cavalry  fur- 
rounded  the  latter,  among  fteep  rocks  very  im¬ 
proper  for  the  manoeuvring  of  horfe.  The 
pandours,  however,  amounting  to  eight  hundred 

men. 
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men,  were  taken  or  put  to  the  fword.  Far 
from  remaining  at  Ziegenhals,  the  Auftrians 
continued  their  retreat  as  far  as  Moravia ;  and 
the  king,  no  longer  finding  an  enemy  worthy 
of  notice  in  thefe  parts,  returned  to  join  his 
army  at  Landfhut. 

Marfhal  Daun  had  lately  arrived  in  Bohemia 
(June),  and  fixed  his  head  quarters  at  Mun- 
chengraetz.  The  two  armies  remained  peace¬ 
ably  in  their  polls,  till  the  28th  of  June,  when 
the  Auftrians  took  the  camp  at  Jaromirs,  whence 
they  afterward  palled  into  Lufatia,  and  efta- 
blifhed  themfelves  at  Marcklifla.  The  king, 
who  was  in  the  camp  of  Landfhut  (July  the 
6th),  detached  fome  battalions  that  penetrated 
into  Bohemia  through  Schatzlar.  They  ap¬ 
proached  Trautenau,  and  Major  Quintus  de¬ 
feated  a  corps  of  pandours  in  the  vicinity  of 
Praufnitz.  Seidlitz  was  fent  to  Lohn  to  oblerve 
the  motions  of  marfhal  Daun. 

General  Fouquet  received  orders  to  quit 
Upper  Silefia,  to  relieve  the  army  of  the  king 
from  the  poll  of  Landfhut ;  for  to  have  left  this 
vacant  would  have  been  dangerous.  On  his 
arrival,  the  king  by  two  marches  gained  the 
camp  of  Schmuckfeiffen,  one  of  the  ftrongeft  in 
Silefia.  Seidlitz  had  been  attacked  on  the  eve 
by  Laudon  :  the  partifan  was  beaten,  loft  a 
C  2  hundred 
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hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  was  in  danger  of 
being  taken.  The  court  of  Vienna  however 
confided  the  command  of  a  body  of  twenty 
thoufand  men  to  him,  deftined  to  join  the 
Ruffians  whenever  opportunity  fliould  ferve. 
Marfhal  Daun  ordered  him  to  take  poft  on  the 
heights  of  Lauban,  precifely  where  he  had  met 
with  fo  ill  a  reception,  the  preceding  year,  from 
the  rear-guard  of  the  king.  This  pofition  was 
chofen  that  he  might  be  in  advance  with  the 
Pruffians,  when  he  fhould  receive  orders  to  join 
the  Ruffians.  It  was  not  difficult  to  penetrate 
the  views  of  the  Auftrians ;  the  king  fent  two 
detachments  of  cavalry  to  obferve  the  partifan ; 
one  under  Lentulus  was  placed  at  Lowenberg, 
and  the  other  under  the  prince  of  Wurtemberg 
at  Bunzlau. 

While  thefe  meafures  were  taken  to  oppofc 
the  Auftrians,  the  Ruffians  were  not  forgotten. 
They  had  been  obferved  during  winter  by  de¬ 
tachments,  which,  under  von  Schlabrendorf  and 
von  Hordt,  'had  extended  along  the  frontiers 
of  Poland.  Toward  the  fpring,  count  Dohna 
quitted  Mecklenbourg,and  Pomerania,  where  he 
left  Mauteufel  with  a  fmall  corps  to  make  head 
againft  the  Swedes.  The  count  marched  his 
troops  to  Stargard,  and  from  thence  to  Landf- 
berg.  Tfere  he  was  joined  by  a  reinforcement 
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under  the  command  of  Itzenplitz  and  Hulfen, 
fent  out  of  Saxony  by  prince  Henry. 

The  Ruffians  were  obferved  to  march  through 
Poland  by  detachments  ;  this  gave  birth  to  the 
idea  of  meeting  and  beating-  them  in  detail. 
The  plan  was  of  very  poffible  execution,  fhould 
they  be  attacked  while  divided  on  their  march, 
and  before  other  divi lions  could  come  up ;  but 
aftivity  and  refolution  were  requilite,  and  neither 
were  employed.  The  troops  were  ill  con¬ 
ducted  ;  the  generals  were  deficient  in  vigi¬ 
lance;  every  meafure  was  taken  too  late;  error 
was  added  to  error,  and  this  unhappy  expedi¬ 
tion  became  the  fource  of  the  misfortunes  which 
accumulated  on  the  Pruffians  during  the  cam¬ 
paign. 

Count  Dohna  departed  from  Landfberg  on 
the  23d  of  June,  and  paffed  the  Warta  on  the 
5th  of  July,  at  Obernick.  His  tardinefs  gave 
the  Ruffians  time  to  affemble  at  Pofen,  and  the 
two  armies  amufed  themfelves  in  making  recon¬ 
noitres,  which  ended  in  indolence.  On  the 
14th,  the  Ruffians  made  a  movement  in  ad¬ 
vance,  and  filed  off  near  the  Pruffian  army;  but 
in  fuch  diforder  that  it  remained  only  with  count 
Dohna  to  have  profited  by  the  occafion,  had  he 
poffeffed  fortitude.  His  general  meafures  were 
fo  ill  taken  that  he  loft  a  part  of  his  bread  and 
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provifions  through  negligence,  which  obliged 
him  to  fall  back  to  Zullichau. 

Informed  of  the  confufion  which  reigned  in 
this  army,  and  the  difunion  of  its  generals,  the 
king  fent  M.  von  Wedel  to  take  the  command 
as  didlator,  though  he  could  not  claim  rank 
from  length  of  fervice.  The  fame  evening  that 
Wedel  arrived  at  Zullichau,  Soltikow  encamped 
at  Babimoft,  from  which  he  fo  well  turned  the 
pofition  of  the  Pruffians,  during  the  night,  that  a 
party  of  Ruffians  were  in  poffeffion  of  the  defile 
of  Kay  in  their  rear,  and  precifely  between  their 
camp  and  the  road  of  Croffen,  without  the 
event  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  any  one  per- 
fon.  So  highly  was  the  fervice  negle&ed,  when 
Wedel  came  to  take  the  command  of  the  army  ! 

Wedel  Went  himfelf  to  the  camp  of  Babimoft 
to  reconnoitre  this  march,  where  he  faw  only 
the  ends  of  columns  and  the  rear-guard  that 
took  the  road  to  Croffen.  Wedel  ftruck  his 
tents  (June  the  23d*)  began  his  march,  and 
attacked  the  troops  that  had  encamped  at  Kay, 
hoping  to  beat  them  before  they  could  be  joined 
by  their  army ;  but  he  was  deceived ;  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  were  well  pofted ;  they  could  only  be  at- 

*  There  is  fome  miftake  of  dates  between  this  and  thofe 
laft  mentioned  which  there  is  danger  of  additional  error  in 
attempting  to  correft.  T. 
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•tacked  by  a  front  of  feven  battalions  in  extent, 
enclofed  on  each  fide  by  marfhes.  The  Ruf¬ 
fians  were  in  a  kind  of  half-moon  on  three  lines, 
and  occupied  hillocks,  covered  with  firs.  We- 
del  broke  their  firft  line;  but,  attacking  the 
fecond,  his  infantry  was  expofed  to  fo  hot  a 
fire  of  cafe  fhot,  from  various  crofs  batteries, 
that  it  could  not  Hand  its  ground.  Three  re¬ 
peated  but  ineffe&ual  efforts  were  made.  The 
great  misfortune  was  the  Pruffians  had  not  can¬ 
non  fufficient  to  oppofe  the  artillery  of  the 
enemy.  Perceiving  the  flaughter,  and  what 
little  hope  there  was  of  fuccefs,  the  general 
chofe  not  to  facrifice  any  more  of  his  men.  He 
determined  on  retreat,  and  the  next  day  the 
troops  palTed  the  Oder  at  Tzicherzig,  to  en¬ 
camp  at  Sawade.  Soltikow  marched  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  to  Croffen. 

Wedel  loft  on  that  day  between  four  and  five 
thoufand  men  ;  nor  is  it  probable  that  the  lofs 
of  the  enemy  was  confiderable,  the  ground  being 
fo  greatly  in  their  favour.  This  affair  quite 
deranged  the  previous  meafures  of  the  king. 
After  the  check  he  had  met  with,  Wedel  could 
not  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  Soltikow,  without 
ftrong  reinforcements.  Frankfort  and  Kuftrin 
were  in  danger  from  the  pofition  the  latter  had 
taken  at  Croffen ;  and,  if  a  Pruffian  army  fhould 
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not  foon  approach  Frankfort,  to  defend  the 
Oder,  Berlin  itfelf  would  be  expofed  to  the 
greateft  perils.  The  army  of  Silelia  was  not 
in  fufficient  force  to  be  enfeebled  by  ftill  more 
detachments.  Fouquet  defended  the  paffes  of 
Landfhut  againft  de  Ville,  with  ten  thoufand 
men  the  Auftrian  had  twenty  thoufand.  The 
army  of  the  king,  encamped  at  Schmuckfeiffen, 
amounted  to  forty  thoufand ;  that  of  marlhal 
Daun  to  feventy  thoufand. 

Be  circumftances  what  they  might,  neceffity 
was  urgent ;  an  army  mull  be  affembled  to 
cover  the  March  of  Brandenbourg.  There  was 
every  reafon  to  fuppofe  the  chief  attack  would 
either  be  made  there  or  in  Silelia.  The  Am- 
ftrians  paid  fome  refped  to  the  city  of  Drefden* 
that  being  the  refidence  of  the  royal  family.  It 
was  therefore  to  be  prefumed  that  a  determined 
governor  would  maintain  the  place,  and  pro- 
trad  the  fiege,  fo  as  to  give  time  to  march  to 
its  relief,  fhould  it  be  attacked  during  the 
abfence. 

After  mature  refledions  on  this  fubjed,  it  was 
refolved  that  prince  Henry  fhould  march  to 
Sagan,  with  lixteen  battalions  and  twenty-five 
fquadrons,  which  fhould  be  joined  by  the  de¬ 
tachments  of  the  prince  of  Wurtemberg,  con- 
fifting  qf  fifteen  fquadrons  and  fix  battalions ; 

that 
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that  the  prince  fhould  take  the  command  of  the 
royal  army,  being  the  only  general  to  whom  it 
might  be  confided,  and  that  the  king  fhould 
head  the  corps  affembled  at  Sagan,  and  lead  it 
immediately  to  defend  his  ftates.  He  depended 
on  being  joined  thereby  M.  von  Wedel.  On 
the  28th  prince  Henry  arrived  at  Schmuck- 
feiffen,  and  on  the  29th  the  king  repaired  to 
Sagan. 

Laudon  had  in  thofe  parts  extended  along  the 
frontiers  of  Silefia ;  and,  though  the  king  had 
fent  detachments  of  obfervation,  the  P  ruffian 
officers  were  deceived  in  the  following  manner. 
Haddick  had  watched  prince  Henry,  and  joined 
Laudon  at  Sorau.  Laudon  continued  his  route., 
and  a  regiment  of  ftuffars,  that  had  always  been 
attached  to  his  corps,  remained  with  Haddick. 
The  reconnoitring  officers  were  thus  induced  to 
believe  that  the  whole  corps  of  Laudon  was 
there  :  but  the  king,  marching  to  Chriftian- 
ftadt,  here  was  informed  they  had  been  deceived, 
and  that  Laudon  had  that  very  day  arrived  at 
Guben.  This  obliged  the  king  to  continue  his 
march,  and  he  came  the  fame  day  to  Sommer- 
feld.  The  Pruffian  cavalry  attacked  that  of 
Haddick,  which  followed  Laudon,  and  which 
y/as  purfued  as  far  as  Guben.  Laudon  the  fame 

day 
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day  departed  to  gain  Frankfort :  the  king  en¬ 
camped  at  Nimes,  on  the  banks  of  the  Neiffe. 

About  break  of  day  two  columns  were  feen, 
coming  from  Guben,  and  filing  along  the  road 
of  Cottbus.  The  cavalry  firft  paffed  the  river, 
and  a  hafly  fkirmifh  enfued  with  the  rear-guard, 
in  which  the  Imperial  regiment  of  Wurzbourg, 
containing  thirteen  hundred  men,  was  entirely 
taken.  The  huffars  purfued  the  enemy,  and 
carried  off  fix  hundred  chefts  of  provifions,  the 
efcort  of  which  was  totally  difperfed. 

Advantages  like  thefe  may  be  productive  of 
good  confequences  on  general  occafions  ;  on  the 
prefent  they  were  totally  ufelefs,  for  the  defign 
of  the  expedition  was  fruftrated ;  it  being  no 
longer  poffible  to  prevent  tfte  junction  of  the 
Ruffians  and  Auftrians  at  Frankfort. 

The  king  began  his  march  on  the  morrow. 
Wedel  had  orders  to  join  the  army  at  Mulrofe, 
which  were  eafy  to  execute,  fince  the  Ruffians 
had  quitted  Croffen,  and  he  had  no  enemy  to 
face.  The  king’s  troops  took  the  road  of  Beef- 
kow,  whence  the  infantry  immediately  marched 
to  Mulrofe,  while  with  his  cavalry  he  paffed  by 
Neubruck,  on  the  canal  of  communication  be¬ 
tween  the  Oder  and  the  Spree.  Fie  found  the 
bridges  broken,  and  the  dragoons  of  Lowen- 
ftein  on  the  oppofite  fide,  preparing  to  difpute 

the 
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the  paflage.  Thefe  obftacles  were  not  fo  great 
as  they  appeared  to  be ;  tire  canal  is  in  many 
places  fordable ;  the  P ruffian  cavalry  pafled  it 
immediately,  and  fell  on  the  Auflrian  dragoons 
polled  in  the  woods,  who  were  defeated  and 
purfued  to  the  very  fuburbs  of  Frankfort.  The 
king  then  rejoined  his  infantry  at  Mulrofe, 
bringing  with  him  three  hundred  prifoners  of 
the  regiment  of  Lowenftein. 

Here  Wed  el  arrived  on  the  4th.  Finck,  who 
had  remained  in  the  vicinage  of  Torgau,  after 
the  departure  of  prince  Henry,  being  of  no  ufe 
in  thofe  parts,  for  the  ten  thoufand  men  he  com¬ 
manded  were  inefficient  to  cover  Saxony,  alfo 
received  orders  to  join  the  army.  The  king  af- 
fembled  all  the  forces  he  was  able,  for  difpatch 
was  indifpenfable.  It  was  necelTary  to  beat  the 
Ruffians  as  foon  as  poffible,  that  he  might  have 
time  to  fly  to  the  defence  of  Saxony ;  which, 
the  fortrefles  excepted,  being  voidof  troops,  the 
roads  were  left  open  to  the  army  of  the  empire, 
which,  if  it  pleafed,  might  even  penetrate  to 
Berlin. 

To  be  in  readinefs  therefore  to  attack  the 
Ruffians,  the  army  quitted  the  environs  of  Mul¬ 
rofe,  and  encamped  between  Lebus  and  Wul- 
kow.  Subfiflence  was  drawn  from  Kuflrin, 
and  Finck  was  waited  for,  whofe  arrival  hap¬ 
pened 
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pened  on  the  ioth.  Neceflary  preparations 
were  made  to  pafs  the  Oder  between  Lebus  and 
Kuftrin.  The  more  halte  was  made  in  execut¬ 
ing  this  project  becaufe  that  Haddick  had 
marched  and  occupied  the  camp  of  Mulrofe, 
which  the  Pruffians  had  left.  From  this  place 
Haddick  might  join  Butturlin,  and  Berlin  was 
open  to  atttack.  Thus  every  thing  prelfed  the 
king  to  aft  with  promptitude.  The  army 
paffed  the  Oder,  on  the  x  ith,  and  formed  in  face 
of  the  Ruffians,  extending  from  Tretin,  where 
the  right  was  placed,  to  Bifchofsee,  by  which 
the  left  was  fupported.  The  referve  under 
Finck  encamped  before  the  lines  on  the  heights, 
which  deprived  the  Ruffians  of  knowing  what 
motions  the  Pruffians  made.  A  muddy  rivulet 
feparated  the  two  armies.  Soltikow  was  en¬ 
camped  at  Kemerfdorf ;  with  his  right  wing 
lupported  by  a  fmall  elevation,  where  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  had  conftrufted  a  kind  of  ftar-fort.  Two 
branches  of  entrenchment  on  a  riling  ground 
departed  thence,  and  ended  in  the  Jews  burial 
place,  which  is  a  conliderable  eminence  near 
Frankfort.  The  right  of  his  camp,  where  was 
this  liar  redoubt,  was  overlooked  by  the  height 
that  Finck  occupied  ;  and,  beyond  the  rivulet, 
by  a  hill  which  the  country  people  call  the 
Pechftange. 

In 
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In  the  prefent  pofition  of  the  army  of  the  king, 
it  was  impoffible  to  attack  the  enemy :  two  nar¬ 
row  caufeways  muff  have  been  pafled,  covered 
by  feveral  abatis,  of  which  the  Ruffians  were 
mailers.  The  brigades  muil  have  been  formed 
while  expofed  to  the  fire  of  fmall  arms,  and 
muil  have  attacked  an  entrenchment  defended  by 
crofs  batteries.  It  was  thought  more  prudent  to 
afcend  the  rivulet :  after  a  circuit  of  half  a  mile, 
the  troops  would  come  to  the  bridge  on  the  road 
to  Reppen,  where  is  another -road  that  leads 
through  the  wood  to  the  height  of  the  Pech- 
flange.  This  local  knowledge  ferved  as  the  bails 
of  the  difpoiitions  that  were  made  for  the  battle 
of  the  morrow.  The  corps  under  Finck  was  to 
fupport,  from  the  heights  where  it  was  en¬ 
camped,  the  batteries  that  were  ere£ted  during 
the  night,  and  which  were  to  play  direbtly  on 
the  liar  redoubt  of  the  Ruffians. 

The  next  day  (the  12th)  the  army  took  the 
road  of  Reppen,  and  formed  in  the  wood,  near 
the  Pechilange,  in  five  lines ;  the  three  firil  of 
infantry,  the  two  lail  of  cavalry.  Finck,  in  the 
mean  time,  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  with  his  bat¬ 
teries,  feigning  to  pafs  the  caufeways  in  his 
front ;  which  fo  fixed  the  attention  of  Soltikow, 
that  the  army  of  the  king  gained  the  ikirts  of 
the  wood,  without  being  perceived.  Grand  bat- 

3  teries 
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teries  were  immediately  raifed  on  two  fmall  hills 
that  overlooked  the  right  of  the  Ruffians.  This 
part  of  their  intrenchments  was  furrounded  by 
the  batteries  of  the  Pruffians,  as  a  polygon  may 
be  in  a  regular  fiege.  Every  thing  being  thus 
prepared,  Schenkendorf  advanced,  under  the 
proteftion  of  fixty  cannon,  againft  this  fort,  and 
carried  it  almoft  immediately.  The  army  fol¬ 
lowed.  The  two  branches  of  the  entrenchment 
which  ended  at  this  angle  were  taken  in  flank, 
and  the  battle  was  one  dreadful  maflacre  of  the 
Ruffian  infantry,  as  far  as  the  burial  place  of 
Kunerfdorf,  which  the  left  of  the  Pruffians 
found  it  difficult  to  carry.  Finck,  whom  the 
attacking  troops  had  pafled,  then  levelled  his 
mounds,  and  joined  the  other  troops.  Seven 
redoubts,  the  burial  ground,  and  a  hundred 
and  eighty  cannon,  had  already  been  taken ;  the 
enemy  was  in  the  utmoft  confufion,  and  had  loft 
a  prodigious  number  of  men.  The  prince  of 
W urtemberg  however,  impatient  at  the  inaction 
of  the  cavalry,  made  an  ill-timed  charge  on  the 
Ruffian  infantry,  ftationed  in  the  entrenchments 
of  the  Jews  burial  ground.  It  is  true  he  was 
repulfed,  but  the  enemy  at  the  fame  time  aban¬ 
doned  a  grand  battery  they  had  near  this  burial 
ground.  On  this  the  Pruffian  infantry,  which 
was  only  eight  hundred  paces  diftant,  made  an 
4  attempt 
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attempt  to  feize.  Who  can  but  remark  the 
(lender  thread  by  which  victory  is  fufpended! 
As  they  came  up,  within  a  hundred  and  fifty 
paces,  Laudon,  perceiving  the  error  of  the 
Ruffians  in  forfaking  their  battery,  arrived  with 
his  referve  fome  minutes  fooner  than  the  Pruf- 
fians.  He  immediately  caufed  the  artillery  to 
be  loaded  with  cafe  fhot,  .which  played  upon 
and  deranged  the  affailants:  The  attack  was 
feveral  times  renewed,  but  it  was  impoffible  to 
carry  this  battery,  which  commanded  the  whole 
ground.  Laudon,  perceiving  the  countenance 
of  the  Pruffians  lefs  firm,  attacked  them  on  the 
right  and  left  with  cavalry ;  the  confufion  be¬ 
came  general  and  the  troops  fled  in  diforder. 
The  king  protefted  their  retreat  by  a  battery, 
which  the  regiment  of  Leftwitz  fuftained.  Here 
he  received  a  contufion.  The  regiment  of  pio¬ 
neers  was  taken  in  his  rear  :  the  infantry  had 
befides  repafled  the  mounds,  and  regained  the 
camp  they  had  poflefled  the  day  before,  on 
which  the  king  retreated  the  laft,  and  would 
have  been  taken,  had  not  M.  von  Prittwitz  at¬ 
tacked  the  enemy  with  a  hundred  huflars  to  give 
him  time  to  pafs  the  defile.  The  main  body  of 
the  cavalry  retired  by  the  road  they  had  marched 
in  the  morning.  The  firft  confternation  of  the 
troops  was  fo  great  that  at  the  noife  only,  which 

the 


POSTHUMOUS  WORKS. 

the  Coffacks  made,  the  infantry,-  which  had 
formed  on  the  ground  of  its  late  camp,  fled 
above  a  thoufand  paces  before  it  could  be 
brought  to  halt. 

The  Ruffians  it  is  true  gained  the  vi&ory, 
but  it  was  dearly  purchafed.  According  to  their 
own  account,  they  loft  twenty-four  thoufand 
men.  Their  artillery  they  recovered,  and 
took  eighty  cannon  from  the  Pruffians,  with 
three  thoufand  prifoners.  Pruffia  on  that  day 
loft  ten  thoufand  men;  dead,  wounded  and 
taken.  The  king,  flattering  himfelf  he  fhould 
win  the  battle,  had  ordered  Wunfch  to  feize  on 
Frankfort  during  the  adtion,  to  cut  off  the  re¬ 
treat  of  the  enemy.  This  brave  officer  accorn- 
pliihed  his  purpofe,  and  made  four  hundred 
prifoners;  but  the  misfortunes  of  the  day  obliged 
him  to  abandon  the  city  and  return  to  Reitwein, 
where  the  army  encamped,  after  having  repaffed 
the  Oder. 

It  was  with  difficulty  ten  thoufand  men  could 
be  colledled  the  evening  after  the  battle.  Had 
the  Ruffians  known  how  to  profit  by  victory, 
and  purfued  the  difheartened  troops,  Pruffia  had 
been  ruined  beyond  redemption,  but  they  gave 
the  king  time  to  recover  his  Ioffes.  On  the 
morrow  the  army  was  eighteen  thoufand  ftrong, 
and  in  a  few  days  amounted  to  twenty-eight 

thoufand. 
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thoufand.  Cannon  was  obtained  from  the  for¬ 
tified  towns;  the  corps  was  fent  for  that  had  * 
amufed  the  Swedes  on  the  banks  of  the  Peene. 
Moft  of  the  generals  were  wounded,  bruifed,  or 
maimed ;  it  depended  only  on  the  enemy  to 
terminate  the  war  ;  they  had  but  to  give  the  ex¬ 
piring  blow  :  but  they  flopped  fhort,  and,  in- 
llead  of  acting  vigoroully,  as  the  cafe  required, 
applauded  themfelves  for  their  fuccefs,  and 
Hefted  their  good  fortune.  The  king  gained 
breath,  and  leifure  was  given  him  to  provide 
for  the  moft  immediate  wants  of  his  army. 

Not  to  be  unjuft  in  our  judgment,  we  think 
ourfelves  obliged  to  ftate  the  reafons  alleged  by 
general  Sokikow  to  colour  his  inaftivity.  When 
prefled  by  marfhal  Daun  to  purfue  his  opera¬ 
tions  with  ardour,  he  replied — “  I  have  done 
enough,  Sir,  for  one  year;  I  have  gained 
<e  two  viftories,  which  have  coft  Ruffia  twenty- 
<e  feven  thoufand  men.  I  only  wait  till  you  fhall 
<e  in  like  manner  have  gained  two  battles,  and 
I  will  then  begin  anew.  It  is  not  juft  that 
tc  the  troops  of  my  fovereign  fhould  adt  fingly.5* 
The  Auftrians  had  fome  difficulty  to  prevail 
on  him  to  pafs  the  Oder  at  Frankfort,  which  he 
did  only  on  condition  that  Haddick  fhould  re¬ 
main  in  his  poft  at  Mulrofe.  This  motion  of 
the  Ruffians  made  the  king  change  his  pofition. 

D  He 
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tie  marched  firft  co  Madelitz,  and  then  to 
Furflenwalde,  where  he  was  mailer  of  the  paflage 
of  the  Spree,  which  was  an  important  object 
under  the  prefent  circumftances.  The  troops 
of  the  circles  had  lately  taken  Torgau  and  Wit¬ 
tenberg  ;  it  was  to  be  feared  they  would  march 
for  Berlin ;  and  the  fame  was  to  be  apprehended 
from  general  Haddick  :  he  need  but  proceed 
along  the  Spree,  by  which  river  his  march 
would  be  covered,  while  Soltikow  might  have 
kept  the  army  of  the  king  from  advancing,  or 
affording  him  any  impediment. 

The  affairs  of  Pruffia  were  fo  defperate  that 
it  would  have  been  difficult  to  have  ailed  with 
wifdom,  and  conformable  to  rule ;  but,  as  it  was 
neceffary  to  be  prepared  for  whatever  might  hap¬ 
pen,  the  king  determined  to  facrifice  the  laft 
man  rather  than  fuffer  the  enemy  to  feize  on 
Berlin  with  impunity.  He  propofed  to  attack 
the  firffc  who  fhould  approach,  better  pleafed 
to  perilh,  fword  in  hand,  than  to  be  confumed 
by  a  flow  fire.  The  king’s  embarraffment  was 
increafed  by  the  approach  of  marfhal  Daun. 
He  marched  and  encamped  at  Triebel,  and  had 
a  conference  with  general  Soltikow  at  Guben. 
Prince  Henry  could  not  prevent  the  junilion  of 
the  Aullrians  and  Ruffians,  nor  could  he  im¬ 
pede  the  detachments  they  fhould  pleafe  to  fend 

againfl 
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againft  the  king ;  it  remained  with  marlhal 
Daun  to  chbofe  which  of  thefe  modes  he  fhould 
purfue  ;  they  were  alike  fatal.  Affairs  however1 
took  a  more  favourable  turn  than  could  have 
been  hoped :  neither  all  the  good  nor  all  the 
evil  that  may  be  imagined  happens* 

No  fooner  had  the  king  quitted  Sileiia  than 
affairs  there  affumed  a  new  face.  De  Ville 
was  perfuaded  Fouquet  could  not  prevent  him 
from  penetrating  into  Silefia.  Fie  did  not  in¬ 
deed  attempt  to  force  the  paffes  of  Landfhut, 
but  he  took  the  road  to  Friedland,  where,  #s 
we  (hall  immediately  fee,  it  was  not  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  throw  any  impediments  in  his  way.  De 
Ville  peaceably  defcended  into  the  plains  of 
Schweidnitz.  On  this  Fouquet  fent  detach¬ 
ments  to  Friedland  and  Conradfwalde,  through 
which  the  Auftrians  were  obliged  to  obtain 
provifions.  They  foon  wanted  fubfiftence,  and 
de  Ville  was  under  the  neceffity  of  returning  into 
Bohemia,  and  of  attacking  the  poll  of  Conradf¬ 
walde,  where  he  was  repulfed  with  the  lofs  of 
thirteen  hundred  men  and  all  his  baggage. 
Fie  thought  himfelf  happy  after  thisj  by  march¬ 
ing  through  by-roads,  to  regain  Braunau. 

Marlhal  Daun  had  quitted  Marckliffa  and 
marched  to  Priebus.  Prince  Henry,  not  wil¬ 
ling  to  lofe  fight  of  him,  repaired  to  Sagan,  and 
D  %  thence 
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thence  detached  Ziethen  to  Sorau,  the  mof£ 
clofely  to  obferve  the  enemy.  Prefled  by  the 
Ruffians  to  ad,  the  marfhal  propofed  to  take 
this  corps.  For  this  purpofe  he  marched  two 
columns  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  Pruffians. 
Thefe  columns  were  covered  by  great  woods, 
and  were  to  join  at  a  defile  between  Sorau  and 
Sagan,  and  cut  off  the  retreat  of  Ziethen.  The 
projed  failed:  Ziethen  made  a  timely  retreat 
to  the  army  of  his  royal  highnefs,  without  dif¬ 
fering  any  lofs.  Prince  Henry  was  not  in  a 
•fifdation  of  making  any  attempts  upon  the  Au- 
flrians;  to  hazard  a  battle  was  more  tha^  ever 
dangerous,  after  the  lofs  of  two  in  the  fame  year. 
His  conftant  efforts  were  to  keep  marfhal  Daun 
and  the  Ruffians  as  far  as  poffible  from  the  elec¬ 
torate  of  Brandenbourg ;  to  effed  which  he 
thought  the  belt  expedient  would  be  to  deflroy 
the  magazines  that  the  enemy  had  in  their  rear. 
This  he  executed  with  all  poffible  ability  and 
celerity.  He  left  Sagan,  and  marched  through 
Lauban  to  Gorlitz.  Hither  de  Ville  had  haftily 
repaired,  whom  the  prince  feigning  to  attack, 
the  Auftrian  general,  become  timid  after  the 
affair  of  Conradfwalde,  retired  to  Reichenbach. 
This  was  what  the  prince  wifhed,  and  he  imme¬ 
diately  lent  a  detachment  into  Bohemia,  that 
suined  the  magazine,  appertaining  to  the  enemy, 

4  arn 
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at  Bohmifchfriedland.  Another  corps  marched 
through  Zittau  to  Gabel,  there  took  fix  hun¬ 
dred  men  who  had  been  left  in  garrifon,  and 
destroyed  the  moft  confiderable  magazine  of  the 
Auftrians. 

This  fortunate  expedition  occafioned  marlhal 
Daun  to  take  a  retrograde  motion;  and,  had 
not  the  city  of  Drefden  previoufly  furrendered, 
the  Imperialifts  would  have  been  obliged  to  re¬ 
turn  into  Bohemia;  but  the  redudion  of  that 
capital  put  them  in  poffeffion  of  the  grand 
magazines  colleded  there  by  the  Pruffians, 
and  enabled  them  to  eftabhlh  themfelves  at 
Bautzen. 

The  departure  of  the  Auftrian  army,  and  the 
want  of  forage  among  the  Ruffians,  occafioned  ' 
the  latter  to  abandon  Frankfort,  march  into 
Lufatia,  and  encamp  at  Lieberofe,  The  army 
of  the  king  followed  them  through  Beeficow, 
and  thence  advanced  to  Waldau.  General  Had- 
dick,  on  his  march  for  that  city,  fell  back  on 
the  approach  of  the  Pruffians,  which  permitted 
the  king  to  take  an  advantageous  pofition  be¬ 
hind  the  marfhes,  by  which  he  cut  off  the  fub- 
fiftence  that  the  Ruffians  were  to  receive  from. 
Lubben,  and  other  neighbouring  places.  Dref¬ 
den  was  at  this  time  befieged,  although  the 
trenches  were  not  opened.  Thither  his  majefty 
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fern  a  detachment  under  general  Wimfch.  This 
able  officer  furprifed  Torgau  on  his  march,  and 
arrived  before  Drefden  the  very  day  that  the 
governor  Schmettau  figned  the  capitulation.  It 
would  be  fuperfiuous  to  CFiticife  the  conduct:  of 
a  man  who  furrendered  a  city  in  which  no  breach 
had  been  made,  and  before  which  no  trenches 
had  been  opened. 

Finding  his  prefence  ufelefs  here,  Wunfch 
returned  to  Torgau,  whither  the  troops  of  the 
empire  had  marched  to  retake  the  town.  Wunfch 
paffed  the  Elbe  with  a  handful  of  men,  glided 
among  the  vineyards,  and  thence  fell  on  the  troops 
of  the  circles,  beat  them,  carried  the  whole  camp, 
and  put  them  to  flight.  On  receiving  this  news 
the  king  fent  Finck  thither,  with  a  reinforce¬ 
ment  of  ten  battalions  and  twenty  fquadrons  j 
and  the  generals  jointly  advanced  as  far  as 
Meiflen. 

Thefe  trifling  checks  occafioned  general  Had- 
dick  to  be  recalled  from  the  army  of  the  Ruf¬ 
fians,  who  traverfed  Lufatia,  paffied  the  Elbe  at 
Drefden,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  troops  of 
the  circles  immediately  marched  to  attack  ge¬ 
neral  Finck.  A  party  of  Auftrians  aflailed 
Wunfch,  who  was  polled  at  Siebeneichen,  near 
Meiflen.  Their  main  body  pafled  the  Tripfche 
at  Munzich,  and  preferred  themfelves  before 

the 
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the  right  flank  of  Finck.  The  latter  did  not 
hefitate ;  he  attacked  the  enemy,  was  vi&orious, 
and  took  fome  cannon  with  fix  hundred  pri- 
foners.  Nor  was  Wunfch  lefs  vigilant,  but  in 
like  manner  repulfed  the  aflailants  with  lofs, 
and  Haddick  was  obliged  to  fly  to  Drefden. 

While  general  Finck  made  this  progrefs  in 
Saxony  (September)  Soltikow  was  marching 
for  Silefia,  through  Sommerfeld  and  Chriftian- 
ftadt.  This  it  was  necefiary  to  prevent,  that 
the  open  country  might  not  be  ruined,  nor  any 
place  of  ftrength  befieged.  For  this  reafon  the 
king  inclined  to  Sagan,  where  he  was  near 
coming  up  with  four  Auftrian  regiments,  that 
Campitelli  was  leading  to  the  fuccour  of  the 
Ruflians.  At  Sagan  (the  21ft)  he  regained  a 
communication  with  prince  Henry,  to  whom 
he  imparted  the  advantages  lately  obtained  by 
Finck,  and  of  whom  he  demanded  reinforce¬ 
ments  to  reinftate  in  part  the  detachments  he 
had  fent  into  Saxony,  and  againft  the  Swedes ; 
charging  him  at  the  fame  time  to  gain  the  Elbe, 
and  join  Finck,  that  he  might  attempt  by  all 
poflible  means  to  recover  Drefden. 

The  king  marched  to  Neuftsedtel,  and  an¬ 
ticipated  the  Ruflians.  General  Soltikow  then 
thought  of  Glogau,  and  propofed  to  occupy  the 
heights  of  Baune.  The  king  outmarched  him 
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once  more.  The  columns  of  the  enemy’s  army,, 
feeing  the  place  occupied,  halted  at  Beuthen, 
but  without  erecting  their  tents.  This  made 
it  imagined  they  intended  to  attack  the  Pruffians 
on  the  day  following,  and  the  night  was  pafied 
under  arms.  The  generals  of  the  enemy  were 
feen  reconnoitring  at  day-break.  The  king 
fcarcely  had  twenty  thoufand  men  in  his  camp ; 
they  were  it  is  true  well  polled,  but  the  memory 
of  having  been  twice  beaten  by  the  Ruffians  was 
recent.  Thefe  were  confiderations  into  which  the 
generals  of  the  enemy  did  not  enter ;  they  re¬ 
tired  to  their  army,  and  their  tents  were  foon 
after  erected. 

Prince  Henry  and  general  Fouquet  having 
each  lent  a  reinforcement  to  the  king,  thefe. 
troops  arrived  on  the  morrow  after  his  camp 
had  thus  been  reconnoitred,  and  were  polled 
and  entrenched  at  Linkerfdorf,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Oder.  The  two  armies  tranquilly  remained 
in  their  camps.  The  Aultrian  corps  however 
was  encamped  at  the  diftance  of  half  a  mile 
from  the  Ruffian  army ;  and  it  was  perhaps  the 
more  eafy  to  beat  thefe  troops,  before  general 
Soltikow  could  fend  them  any  fuccour,  becaufe: 
they  were  wholly  unfupported.  Accordingly 
this  project  took  birth.  Thither  the  king 
marched  during  the  night  of  the  firfl  of  Octo¬ 
ber. 
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ber.  He  found  an  empty  camp,  and  took  only 
fome  .llragglers,  who  related  that  the  whole 
^rmy  had  pafled  the  Oder  at  Carolath  that  very 
night.  On  approaching  this  river,  a  heavy 
Cannonading  was  heard ;  and  it  was  with  extreme 
furprife  perceived  that  the  rear-guard  of  the 
Ruffians  was  with  their  artillery  deftroying  the 
bridge  they  had  eroded. 

By  this  motion  the  left  ffiore  of  the  Oder  was 
in  fafety ;  but,  as  it  was  neceflary  to  cover  the 
right,  the  king  marched  the  army  to  Glogau. 
Here  ten  battalions  and  thirty  fquadrons  pafled 
the  Oder,  and  took  poll  on  a  height  to  cover 
the  place :  the  main  army  encamped  near  the 
works.  Soltikow  chofe  a  pofltion  at  Kutlau. 
There  were  daily  ikirmifhes  between  the  huflars 
and  coflacks,  in  which  the  Pruffians  had  the 
advantage.  Still  it  continued  to  happen  that 
the  rapid  marches  of  the  king  occafioned  the 
premeditated  meafures  of  the  Ruffians  to  fail  ; 
they  forfook  the  vicinage  of  Glogau,  and  took 
the  road  to  Gurau,  which  leads  to  Freyftadt. 
One  of  their  columns,  which  pafled  near  the 
Pruffians  retrenchments,  was  cannonaded,  and 
their  rear-guard  was  harafled,  while  the  main 
army  of  the  king  decamped  and  marched  (on 
the  7th)  for  Koben.  As  pontoons  were  wanting 
to  pafs  the  Oder,  thefe  were  fupplied  by  che- 

valets. 
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valets,  and  the  army  of  the  king,  having  gained 
the  oppofite  fhore,  took  a  pofition  behind  the 
Bartfch,  the  banks  of  which  are  marflhy,  by 
which  it  covered  all  the  Lower  Silefia.  Dierecke, 
on  the  left,  occupied  a  mound  of  the  Oder,  and 
the  mill  which  Schulenburg  formerly  rendered 
fo  famous  by  his  retreat  in  the  prefence  of 
Charles  XII.  The  main  of  the  army  extended 
among  the  woods  of  Sophienthal.  On  the  right 
a  detachment  held  the  poll  upon  the  Bartfch, 
where  it  was  ready  to  anticipate  the  enemy, 
fhould  he  march  for  Herrenftadt.  This  pofi¬ 
tion.  was  excellent  and  fure,  though  very  exten- 
£ve.  Two  mounds,  which  were  the  only  paf- 
fages  '*  over  the  Bartfch,  were  occupied  by  the 
Pruffians,  and  well  entrenched.  Enraged  that 
all  their  defigns  were  fruftrated,  the  Ruffians 
burnt  the  town  of  Gurau,  and  the  neighbouring 
villages,  and,  having  facked  the  whole  country, 
marched  for  Herrenftadt ;  where  they  once 
again  arrived  too  late.  To  revenge  themfelves 
they  reduced  the  place  to  afhes,  by  throwing 
royal  grenades.  As  they  were  extremely  con¬ 
fined  on  the  ground  they  occupied,  and  as  they 
wanted  water,  they  were  obliged  to  abandon 
Silefia. 

*  It  is  probably  meant  that,  where  thefe  mounds  were, 
the  only  places  were  to  be  foujyl  where  bridges  could  be 
thrown  over  the  river.  T, 
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The  king  at  this  time  was  attacked  with  a 
fevere  fit  of  the  gout;  and,  as  his  operations 
againft  the  Ruffians  were  ended,  he  caufed  him- 
felf  to  be  removed  to  Glogau.  But,  though  he 
had  difincumbered  himfelf  of  the  Ruffians  for 
the  prefent  year,  it  was  ftill  to  be  feared  Laudon, 
on  his  return,  might  form  fome  project  againft 
Silefia.  To  watch  his  motions,  the  king  order¬ 
ed  general  Fouquet  to  quit  his  poft  at  Landfhut, 
and  keep  pace  with  the  Auftrians  from  Tra- 
chenberg  to  Ratibor,  which  obliged  Laudon 
to  pafs  through  Cracovia,  and  from  thence 
through  the  principality  of  Tefchen,  to  regain 
Olmutz. 

The  army  of  the  king,  no  longer  being  ne- 
ceffary  to  protect  Silefia,  was  led  by  general 
Hulfen  into  Saxony.  To  conned  a  narrative 
of  fo  many  various  events,  we  fhall  at  prefent 
purfue  the  operations  of  prince  Henry  in  Lu- 
fatia.  We  left  his  royal  highnefs  at  Gorlitz. 
Marlhal  Daun  (September  the  24th)  approached 
his  camp,  intending  to  attack  him,  but  the 
prince  departed  during  the  night,  pafled  through 
Rothenburg,  and  fell  the  next  day  on  the  corps 
of  general  Vehla,  polled  at  Hoyerfwerda.  Ima¬ 
gining  himfelf  fecure  from  all  aflault,  this  ge¬ 
neral  fuddenly  faw  himfelf  furrounded  by  the 
Pruffian  cavalry ;  his  infantry  was  broken,  and 
3  him- 
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himfelf  and  fifteen  hundred  Croats,  in  whom 
she  principal  ftrength  of  his  detachment  com 
lifted,  were  taken.  On  the  eve  of  his  miff 
fortune,  he  received  a  letter  from  marftial  Daun, 
which  informed  him  he  might  reft  without  fear, 
allured  that  the  marlhal  would  give  a  good  ac-? 
count  of  prince  Henry. 

After  this  expedition,  his  royal  highnefs  dff 
arefted  his  march  to  Elfterwerda.  The  fituation 
of  affairs  required  the  Pruflians  lhou]d  form  an 
immediate  junction  at  Meiffen ;  but  the  bridge 
over  the  Elbe  was  deftroyed,  and  there  were 
no  means  of  rebuilding  it  with  fufficient  hafte. 
This  occafioned  the  prince  to  crofs  the  Elbe  at 
Torgau,  which  in  the  mean  time  was  paffed  by 
marlhal  Daun  at  Drefden  (Odlober).  The  lat- 
ter  advanced  toward  Meiffen.  Finck,  too  fee¬ 
ble  to  refill  him,  retired  to  Torgau,  where  he 
joined  prince  Henry.  On  the  4th,  the  Pruf- 
fians  took  the  pofition  of  Strehla  ;  the  Austrians 
advanced  upon  them,  and  encamped  betweer* 
Rieffa  and  Ofchatz,  extending  by  detachments 
to  Dahlen,  Hubertlburg,  and  Grimma.  The 
prince  had  placed  a  corps  at  the  hill  of  Schilda, 
which  was  obliged  to  retreat  into  the  foreft  of 
Torgau.  This  occafioned  apprehenfions  for  the 
rear  ;  and  he  marched  his  army  to  Torgau  (the 
1 6th)  to  cover  the  depofit  of  his  fubfiftence. 

Marlhal 


HISTORY  OF  THE  SE'tfEN  YEARS  WAR.  45 

Marfhal  Daun  immediately  followed  as  far  as 
Belgern.  Though  the  prince  had  little  to  fear 
for  his  pofition,  which  was  fufficiently  good,  he 
ftill  had  reafon  to  be  attentive  to  what  was  paf- 
fing  on  his  right.  To  this  effedt  he  fent  Reben- 
tifch  to  Duben,  that  he  might  obferve  any 
attempt  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter.  In  effed, 
the  purpofe  of  marlhal  Daun  was  to  turn  the 
camp  of  his  royal  highnefs  ;  and  he  therefore 
detached  the  duke  d’Aremberg  to  Domitfch, 
with  twenty- fix  battalions,  and  fix  regiments  of 
cavalry.  The  prince  caufed  this  new  camp  of 
the  enemy  to  be  examined ;  and,  as  it  was 
judged  difficult  of  approach,  he  fent  Wunfch 
with  a  detachment  to  reinforce  Rebentifch. 
Wunfch  palled  the  Elbe  at  Torgau,  repaired  it 
at  Wittenberg,  and  joined  Rebentifch  at  Bitter- 
feld,  whither  he  had  returned. 

DilTatisfied  with  the  vicinity  of  the  duke 
d’Aremberg,  who  was  upon  his  flank,  the 
prince  left  his  camp  at  the  head  of  fifteen  bat¬ 
talions  and  as  many  fquadrons.  He  arrived  at 
Pretfch,  precifely  when  the  enemy  was  on  the 
march  for  Duben.  The  duke  d’Aremberg  was 
at  once  attacked  by  Rebentifch  and  his  royal 
highnefs.  The  rear- guard  of  the  Imperialilts, 
fifteen  hundred  llrong,  was  taken  ;  with  gene¬ 
ral  Gemmingen,  the  commander. 
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This  check  having  fhaken  the  refolution  of 
the  Auftrians,  marfhal  Daun  fell  back,  on  the 
fourth  of  November,  behind  the  Ketzerbach^ 
where  he  took  a  pofition  between  Zehren  and 
Lomatfch ;  and  prince  Henry  advanced  to 
Hernflein,  where  he  was  joined  by  general 
Hulfen. 

The  illnefs  of  the  king,  which  had  detained 
him  fome  time  at  Glogau,  prevented  his  arrival 
in  the  camp  before  the  13th.  He  had  eroded 
Lufatia  with  an  efcort  of  eight  hundred  men  ; 
his  weaknefs  however,  which  ftill  was  great, 
did  not  permit  him  to  aft.  The  prince  had 
detached  Finck  to  NofTen,  by  which  he  turned 
the  pofition  of  the  enemy.  Marfhal  Daun  did 
not  hand  his  ground,  but  quitted  the  Ketzer- 
bach,  and  encamped  near  Drefden,  from  the 
Windberg  to  the  bottom  of  Plauen.  Wedel 
immediately  advanced,  feized  on  MeifTen,  and 
highly  infulted  the  rear-guard  of  the  Impe- 
rialifls  on  its  retreat.  The  king’s  army  en¬ 
camped  on  the  fame  day  at  Schlettau ;  and 
Dierecke,  who  held  the  other  fhore  of  the  Elbe, 
marched  with  his  detachment  for  Zehaila.  The 
Pruffians  on  the  morrow  moved  to  Wilfdruf ; 
and  Ziethen,  advancing  to  KelTelfdorf,  was 
enabled  more  nearly  to  obferve  the  foe. 

The. 
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The  misfortunes  of  the  king,  during  this 
campaign,  might  in  part  have  been  repaired, 
by  recovering  Drefden ;  which  was  an  object 
the  more  at  heart  becaufe  that  the  potfeffion. 
of  Drefden  fecured  winter  quarters,  and  gave 
the  Auftrians  perpetual  apprehenfions  for  Bo¬ 
hemia.  The  pofition  of  marlhal  Daun  being 
impregnable,  as  well  from  the  fteep  rocks  that 
defended  his  left  as  from  the  inundations  that 
covered  his  right,  there  was  no  expedient  but 
that  of  turning  the  enemy  by  detachments ; 
which,  by  throwing  obftacles  in  the  way  of  the 
convoys  of  provifions,  and  facilitating  incurfions 
into  Bohemia,  might  oblige  him  to  abandon 
Drefden. 

To  attain  this  end,  Finck  was  detached  to 
Freyberg ;  from  which  he  advanced  to  Dip- 
poldifwalda,  and  afterward  took  poft  at  Maxen. 
He  even  fent  Wunfch  as  far  as  the  defile  of 
Dohna.  A  column  of  the  troops  of  the  empire, 
apparently  ignorant  that  the  Pruffians  were  in 
thefe  countries,  imprudently  advanced,  was 
beaten,  and  loft  four  hundred  men.  Kleift  at  the 
fame  time  entered  Bohemia  with  his  hufiars,  and 
committed  ravages  toward  Toplitz,  Dux,  and 
Auflig,  whence  he  brought  numerous  prifoners. 

Marfhal  Daun  impatiently  fuffered  infults 
like  thefe,  and  efpecially  the  pofition  taken  by 
general  Finck.  Brentano  was  difpatched  by 

him 


him  to  Dippoldifwalda,  and  this  was  the  iighai 
on  which  Finck  ought  to  have  retired.  His 
orders  were  to  attack  every  feeble  corps  he  ihould 
find,  but  to  retreat  at  the  approach  of  fuperior 
force.  He  very  unfeafonably  confided  in  the 
ftrength  of  his  poll,  which  would  have  been 
tolerable,  had  his  numbers  been  fufficient  to  fill 
It  5  but  his  fecurity  was  his  deftru&ion  ;  for  he 
had  only  garnilhed  fome  hills  with  his  infantry, 
and  had  confided  one  of  the  principal  of  thefe 
hills  to  the  Gerfdorf  hulfars,  as  if  cavalry  was 
capable  of  defending  polls.  Marlhal  Daun,  fafe 
on  his  efcarpement  of  the  Windberg,  and  be¬ 
hind  his  inundation  of  Friedejichlladt,  detached 
forty  thoufand  men  to  attack  the  corps  of  Pruf- 
fians,  fo  ill  polled  at  Maxen. 

The  king  received  no  information  of  this 
manoeuvre  ;  but,  having  learnt,  that  the  corps 
ofBrentano  had  marched  to  Dippoldifwalda,  he 
fent  general  Hulfen  with  eight  thoufand  men  to 
dillodge  the  enemy,  and  to  maintain  the  com- 
municatibn  between  the  army  and  the  corps  at 
Maxen.  Scarcely  was  Hulfen  arrived  at  Dip¬ 
poldifwalda  before  he  learnt  the  event  that  fo 
lately  had  happened.  Finck,  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  20th,  had  been  attacked  by  the 
Andrians.  Some  difeharges  of  artillery  dif- 
Jodged  Gerfdorf  from  the  poll  he  defended, 
which  was  feized  by  the  infantry  of  the  enemy, 

and 
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and  fupplied  with  cannon  that  played  on  the 
flank  of  Finck,  while  the  main  army  attacked 
him  in  front.  Some  regiments  of  Pruffian  in¬ 
fantry  were  deficient  in  their  duty ;  the  foe 
carried  a  height  they  occupied ;  the  Pruffian 
cavalry  made  fome  ill-timed  and  ill~dire<fted 
charges,  and  were  as  frequently  repulfed.  The 
Auftrians  fet  fire  to  the  village  of  Maxen, 
which  divided  the  line  of  Finck.  This  threw 
the  troops  into  diforder :  confufion  was  com¬ 
municated  to  the  remainder,  and  the  field  of 
battle  was  precipitately  abandoned.  During 
their  panic,  they  haftened  to  Dohna,  where 
Wunfch  had  repulfed  the  army  of  the  empire, 
in  defpite  of  all  its  efforts.  Had  the  Pruffian 
generals  preferved  but  the  leaft  fhadow  of  un- 
derftanding,  after  their  late  difafter,  they  might 
have  retrieved  their  ill  conduct  with  honour. 
They  had  only  to  take  the  road  to  Glalhutte, 
which  led  through  Frauenberg  to  Frey  berg ;  or 
fhould  this  road,  which  they  knew,  appear  to 
be  too  near  the  enemy,  they  had  but  to  pafs 
through  Gielhubel  in  Bohemia,  by  which  they 
might  regain  Saxony,  either  through  Einfiedel, 
Afch,  or  by  the  Bafberg  ;  but  fo  great  was  their 
confternation  at  defeat  that,  Wunfch  excepted, 
they  loft  all  recolledion. 

E 
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On  the  morrow  they  were  turned  by  marfhal 
Daun.  Wunfch  endeavoured  to  force  his  way 
with  the  cavalry.  Finck  and  his  colleagues, 
having  a  greater  affedlion  for  their  baggage  than 
their  fame,  forbade  him  all  hoftilities.  Thefe 
generals  had  the  weaknefs  to  capitulate  with  the 
enemy  and  to  lay  down  their  arms.  The  corps 
that  fo  lhamefully  furrendered  was  fixteen  bat¬ 
talions  and  thirty-five  fquadrons  ftrong. 

On  the  news  of  this  humiliating,  this  fatal, 
affair,  general  Hulfen  retired  from  Dippoldif- 
waldato  Freyberg,  where  he  was  joined  by  the 
huffars  of  Kleift,  returning  from  their  expedition 
into  Bohemia.  Proud  of  his  fuccefs,  marfhal 
Daun,  fome  days  after,  at  the  head  of  his  van¬ 
guard,  approached  the  advanced  polls  of  the 
army  of  the  king.  By  this  he  intended  to  put  the 
countenance  of  the  Pruflians  to  the  tell :  he  faw 
them  in  order  of  battle,  well  polled,  and  dif- 
pofed  to  give  him  a  proper  reception,  Ihould  he 
wifh  to  bring  on  an  adlion.  This  reconnoitring 
occalioned  a  hot  cannonade,  after  which  the 
Aullrians  returned  to  their  camp. 

Some  time  after,  the  king  repaired  to  Frey¬ 
berg,  taking  thither  a  reinforcement  for  gene¬ 
ral  Hulfen,  where  he  made  arrangements  for 
the  protection  of  the  troops.  He  found  a  good 
pofition  for  the  corps  that  was  to  remain  at  that 

place. 
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place.  The  Mulde,  which  runs  between  crag- 
ged  rocks,  covered  its  front :  there  were  only 
three  pafles  over  that  river,  all  of  which  were 
ftone  bridges,  and  behind  thefe  ftrong  bodies 
of  infantry  were  placed.  To  increafe  difficulty 
the  bridges  were  heaped  with  faggots,  leaving 
a  paflage  for  a  horfeman  to  pafs  oh  the  fcout ; 
thefe  faggots  were  mingled  with  combuftibles, 
that  were  to  be  fet  in  flames  on  the  approach  of 
the  enemy,  fo  that  paflage  was  impoffible. 

Inflated  by  fuccefs,  the  Auftrians  began  to 
imagine  themfelves  invincible.  Maquire  (or 
Macguire),  who  commanded  at  Dippoldifwalda 
(December),  approached  with  fixteen  thoufand 
men,  with  baggage  and  whatever  follows  a 
corps  that  in  times  of  peace  fhould  march  to 
change  a  garrifon,  to  eftablifh  himfelf  at 
Freyberg.  He  imagined  the  Pruffians  would 
not  wait  till  he  came  up,  but  immediately  retire. 

He  grounded  this  fuppofition  on  fome  mo¬ 
tions  which  Beck  was  ordered  to  make  toward 
Torgau;  but  the  king  had  been  provident :  he 
had  fent  troops  for  the  defence  of  the  town. 
Neither  could  this  motion  caufe  any  great  in¬ 
quietude,  fince  general  Beck  appeared  on  the 
right  fhore  of  the  Elbe,  and  Torgau  is  on  the 
left,  confequently  could  not  be  taken  by  a  fiege 
begun  on  that  fide.  The  only  gain  of  Maquire 
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was  the  fatigue  of  a  march ;  he  found  the  Pruf* 
fians  in  order  of  battle,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Mulde;  and,  after  fome  vollies  of  artillery,  re¬ 
turned  to  Dippoldifwalda,  where  he  fixed  his 
quarters. 

Severe  as  the  feafon  was,  the  two  armies  re- 
mained  encamped.  They  were  barracked,  and 
took  the  beft  accommodations  poflible,  under 
fuch  circumftances,  to  relift  the  cold;  fo  in¬ 
flexibly  obftinate  were  both  parties  not  to  cede 
a  foot  of  ground.  The  Pruflians  as  we  have 
faid  had  a  poll  at  Zehaila.  Hitherto  this  de¬ 
tachment  had  been  in  fecurity,  by  a  bridge  of 
communication  over  the  Elbe;  a  fudden  froft 
came  on,  and  obliged  the  Pruflians  to  retire  : 
the  ice  covered  the  river  in  flakes,  but  it  was 
not  yet  fet  and  compact.  Beck  feized  the  mo¬ 
ment  (the  3d)  to  attack  the  Pruflians  with  a 
numerous  corps.  General  Dierecke  caufed  his 
cavalry  to  crofs  at  Meifien  and  the  half  of  his 
infantry,  but  wanted  time  to  fave  the  reft.  Beck 
fell  on  him  with  his  whole  force,  and  after  a 
bloody  reliftance  the  brave  Dierecke  and  his 
three  battalions  were  made  prifoners  by  the  Au- 
ftrians.  This  was  the  laft  misfortune  the  Pruf- 
fians  buffered  during  the  prefent  year. 

Not  all  thefe  Ioffes  could  prevent  the  king 
from  making  new  attempts  to  drive  the  Auftrians 
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out  of  Saxony.  He  demanded  fome  fuccours 
from  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunlwick ;  and,  to* 
ward  the  end  of  December,  the  hereditary 
prince  arrived  at  Freyberg,  with  a  corps  of 
twelve  thoufand  men.  The  king  left  thefe 
troops  behind  the  Mulde  (January  1760),  to 
defend  his  rear,  and  marched  immediately  to 
Dippoldifwalda.  All  the  detachments  of  the 
enemy  befide  the  Wilde- Weiftritz,  Pretfchen- 
dorf,  and  Frauenberg,  were  diflodged,  and  his 
own  troops  were  there  cantoned.  Marlhal  Daun 
on  this  fent  fuccour  to  Dippoldifwalda,  where 
Maquire  threw  up  entrenchments,  and  ere&ed 
batteries.  To  attack  this  poll:  in  front,  it  was 
neceffary  to  march  by  a  narrow  road,  hollowed 
in  the  rock,  and  to  file  off  befide  two  batteries 
of  the  enemy.  This  therefore  was  abandoned  as 
impradlicable.  There  Hill  were  two  roads  to 
turn  the  poll,  the  one  leading  through  Ramnau 
to  Poffendorf ;  and  this  certainly  would  have 
been  the  beft,  had  not  the  enemy  cautioufly 
placed  eight  battalions  at  the  defile  which  muff 
be  freed  to  gain  the  height:  the  latter,  that 
which  leads  through  Glalhutte.  This  was  a 
defile  of  a  mile  long,  through  paffes  between 
hills,  and  ending  at  the  foot  of  a  rock  where 
Maquire  had  placed  his  left.  The  road  was 
filled  by  the  fnow  which,  falling  from  the  fteeps, 
had  there  accumulated.  Artillery  Could  not 
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pafs,  and  the  infantry  itfelf  with  difficulty,  even 
had  there  been  no  foe  for  its  defence.  After 
well  examining  the  ground,  and  difcuffing  pro¬ 
babilities,  it  appeared  evident  that  to  attempt 
any  thing  further  againft  the  Auftrians,  in  a 
feafon  fo  rigorous,  was  impoffible.  The  envi¬ 
rons  therefore  were  ftripped  of  forage  and  fub- 
fiftence  (the  12th)  that  the  enemy  might  not 
keep  any  confiderable  corps  there  during  winter, 
after  which  the  king  repaired  to  Freyberg. 

The  army  of  Wilfdruf  entered  into  clofe  can¬ 
tonments  in  the  villages  neareft  the  camp ;  the 
tents  however  were  left  Handing,  and  fix  bat¬ 
talions,  that  were  relieved  ^daily,  there  kept 
guard.  The  Auftrians  did  the  fame  in  theif 
camp  at  Plauen;  and  perhaps  this  is  the  firft 
example,  among  the  moderns,  of  two  armies, 
fo  near  each  other,  keeping  the  field  during  fo 
hard  a  winter.  Toward  the  end  of  January, 
the  hereditary  prince,  finding  no  laurels  to  reap 
in  Saxony,  returned  into  Weftphalia  to  rejoin 
the  army  of  the  allies. 

After  having  related  the  principal  events  of 
this  difaftrous  campaign,  we  have  juft  to  notice 
the  conduft  of  the  Swedes  in  Pomerania,  and 
the  Uckerane  March.  While  there  were  troops, 
to  oppofe  them  their  progrefs  was  eafily  re¬ 
strained,  So  imperfectly  were  their  meafures 
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taken  that  they  had  neither  ovens  nor  chefts  for 
the  bread  and  flour,  and  only  fubfifted  by  the 
quotas  they  exacted  from  the  countries  where 
they  were  in  force.  From  this  negligence  to 
what  was  indifpenfable  in  war  the  greateft  in¬ 
conveniences  refulted ;  for  the  only  care  of  the 
Pruflian  generals  who  oppofed  the  Swedes  was 
to  impede  their  quotas,  and  thus  the  enemy, 
who  only  fubfifted  from  day  to  day,  was  imme¬ 
diately  obliged  to  retreat,  and  approach  their 
frontiers,  when  fuch  fubflftence  failed. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year,  immediately 
after  the  departure  of  count  Dohna,  Manteufel 
had  the  command  againft  the  Swedes;  and 
though  he  had  very  few  troops  he  maintained 
his  ground  till  the  month  of  September,  when 
the  unfortunate  battle  of  Kunerfdorf  obliged  the 
king  to  recal  him,  that  he  might  rejoin  the 
army.  The  retreat  of  this  detachment  was  the 
epocha  of  the  progrefs  of  the  Swedes.  They 
direftly  proceeded  to  Anclam,  Demmin,  and 
Uckermunde.  Count  Ferfen,  their  commander 
for  that  year,  embarking  at  Stralfund,  pafled  at 
the  head  of  three  thoufand  men  into  the  ifle  of 
Ufedom,  and  attacked  the  city  of  Swinemunde, 
defended  by  militia.  The  garrifon  retired  into 
the  ifle  of  Wollin,  and  the  town  was  taken. 
Swinemunder-Schanze  foon  after  furrendered  to 
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the  Swedes.  A  few  provincial  huflars,  who 
happened  to  be  at  Stetin,  were  fent  by  the 
prince  of  Bevern  to  Pafewalk,  where  the  Swedes 
had  a  poll.  The  officer  who  led  thefe  huflars, 
named  Stulpnagel,  furprifed  the  Swedes,  and 
took  two  hundred  prifoners,  a  greater  number 
than  that  of  which  he  was  the  leader. 

Ferfen  immediately  paflfed  into  the  ifle  of 
Wollin,  and  took  the  town  of  that  name,  with 
the  fix  hundred  militia  by  whom  it  was  defend¬ 
ed.  The  Swedes  again  took  pofleflion  of  Prenz- 
low ;  but,  as  at  this  period  the  king  had  entered 
Lufatia,  he  detached  Manteufel  with  the  men 
who  after  the  battle  of  Kunerfdorf  had  lately 
left  the  hofpitals  of  Stetin;  adding  the  volun¬ 
teers  of  Hordt,  the  dragoons  of  Meinicke,  and 
the  huflars  of  Belling.  This  formidable  corps 
immediately  changed  the  face  of  affairs.  Man¬ 
teufel  detached  fome  few  hundreds  to  the  rear  of 
the  enemy,  who  took  the  garrifon  of  the  Swedes 
at  Demmin,  and  their  military  cheft.  The 
Swedilh  army  inftantly  retired,  repafled  the. 
Peene  at  Anclam,  and  took  up  its  quarters  in 
Swedilh  Pomerania;  whither,  to  give  them  the 
alarm,  Manteufel  feveral  times  fent  the  huflars 
of  Belling,  who  enabled  a  capital  part  on  this 
fmall  theatre. 

Weary  of  the  frequent  difturbance  they  met 

from  the  Pruffians,  the  Swedes  attempted  to 
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furprife  the  town  of  Anclam.  They  attacked 
the  fuburb  by  night,  and  a  free  battalion  which 
was  there  for  its  defence  was  thrown  into  difor- 
der.  Manteufel  haftened  from  the  town,  but 
the  darknefs  was  fo  great  that,  inftead  of  the 
free  battalion  which  he  meant  to  join,  he  fell 
among  a  party  of  Swedes,  who  made  him  pri- 
foner:  but  the  P ruffian  garrifon,  not  fatisfied 
with  repulling,  took  a  hundred  and  fifty  of  the 
Swedes.  This  was  the  laft  aCtion  that  happened 
during  that  year  in  Pomerania. 

Thus,  after  a  campaign  fo  fatal  to  the  arms 
of  the  king,  he  (till  found  himfelf  in  poffeffion 
of  all  the  ground  he  had  occupied  during  the 
preceding  winter;  Drefden  and  the  fort  of 
Peenamunde  excepted.  Fouquet,  who  had 
efcorted  Laudon  into  Moravia,  had  returned 
to  Landfhut.  The  Pruffian  army  in  Saxony 
extended  from  Wilfdruf  to  Zwickau.  A  corps 
of  cavalry  remained  at  Cofsdorf,  to  cover  Tor- 
gau  and  the  electorate  of  Brandenbourg;  and, 
after  a  fucceffion  of  misfortunes  fo  continued, 
affairs  were  {till  in  a  much  better  flate  than 
could  have  been  expeCted.  The  regiment  of 
carabineers  at  Zeitz  indeed  loft  a  hundred  and 
fifty  men  by  furprife,  but  winter  gave  time  to 
repair  this  lofs ;  and,  in  the  pofition  we  have 
defcribed,  the  armies  mutually  waited  the  ap~ 


of  fpring,  to  decide  the  fortune  of  war. 


CHAP 


The  Winter  of  1759  to  1760. 


N  event  this  year  happened  which  well 


•*-  might  have  been  productive  of  great 
changes  in  Europe,  but  which  was  not.  The 
king  of  Spain  died  without  leaving  iffue.  The 
kingdom  by  right  defcended  to  his  brother  don 
Carlos,  king  of  Naples;  concerning  this  there¬ 
fore  there  could  be  no  difpute,  but  conteft  might 
reafonably  be  expedled  for  the  throne  of  Naples. 
At  the  peace  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  it  had  been 
flipulated  by  France,  Auftria,  and  England, 
without  confulting  the  kings  of  Spain  and 
Naples,  that,  when  don  Carlos  fhould  fucceed 
his  brother  on  the  throne  of  Spain,  the  youngeft; 
of  the  brothers,  don  Philip  duke  of  Parma, 
fhould  become  king  of  the  two  Sicilies.  The 
king  of  Naples  paid  no  refpeft  to  this  treaty, 
againft  which  he  had  formally  protefted,  but 
regulated  the  fucceffion  as  he  thought  proper. 
His  eldeft  fon,  who  was  an  idiot,  was  declared 
incapable  of  government;  the  fecond  was  an¬ 
nounced  prince  of  Afturias;  and  the  third  king 
of  the  two  Sicilies.  By  this  arrangement  don 
Philip  remained  duke  of  Parma,  which  dutchy 
did  not  revert  to  the  emprefs  queen. 
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Lefs  fubje&s  have  caufed  a  hundred  wars  in 
Europe;  and  though  it  did  not  then  occafion 
any,  this  rauft  not  be  attributed  to  the  mode¬ 
ration  of  the  emprefs  queen,  for  that  is  a  virtue 
feldom  poffefied  by  fovereigns,  but  to  prefent 
circumftances,  to  the  war  already  kindled,  to 
violent  hatred,  and  the  molt  ardent  defire  of  re¬ 
covering  Silefia,  a  province  of  much  greater 
importance  than  the  dutchies  of  Parma  and  Pia¬ 
cenza.  The  emprefs  queen  and  the  king  of 
Sardinia,  who  alio  loll  fome  advantages,  diflem- 
bled  their  difcontent.  France  negotiated  a 
marriage  between  the  archduke  Jofeph  and  the 
daughter  of  the  duke  of  Parma.  It  was  agreed 
to  leave  the  affairs  of  Italy  in  fufpenfe,  till  Ger¬ 
many  fhould  be  at  peace,  and  France  as  media¬ 
trix  promifed  that  all  claims  fhould  then  be 
fatisfied. 

The  king  was  attentive  to  the  revolutions  of 
Italy:  nothing  could  be  more  advantageous  to 
him  than  a  diverfion  in  Lombardy,  either  againft 
the  king  of  France  or  the  emprefs  queen.  That 
he  might  know  what  he  had  to  expert,  he  fent 
Cocceji,  his  aid  du  camp,  to  the  court  of  Turin, 
to  found  the  king  of  Sardinia.  This  aged  and 
now  fuperflitious  prince  had  loft  that  warlike 
inftindt  which  had  infpired  his  youth,  and  had 
^either  the  wifh  nor  the  will  again  to  become 
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active.  He  was  ftill  more  reftrained  by  die  pre- 
fent  date  of  his  affairs  than  by  age  and  devotion. 
Deprived  of  allies,  efpecially  fmce  a  union  had 
taken  place  between  France  and  Auftria,  he 
would  have  had  to  combat  the  Auftrians,  French, 
Spaniards,  Neapolitans,  and  the  troops  of  Parma. 
This  was  what  he  dreaded.  The  want  of  har¬ 
mony  between  tliefe  princes,  and  the  little  prof- 
peft  of  uniting  them,  occafioned  all  hopes  from 
that  quarter  to  vanifh. 

This  fruitlefs  attempt  did  not  prevent  many 
offers  being  made.  War  daily  became  more 
difficult  to  fuftain,  and  danger  more  apparent. 
However  favourable  to  the  Pmffians  fortune 
might  be,  it  was  impoffible  but  that,  being 
obliged  fo  often  to  confide  in  her,  they  muft 
fometimes  be  betrayed.  Nothing  was  to  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  Italy.  The  Porte  had  not  hitherto 
fhewn  any  inclination  to  break  with  the  houfe 
of  Auftria.  The  only  remaining  refource  was 
in  thofe  means  which  might  be  found  to  feparate 
the  powers  that  form  the  grand  alliance.  This 
occafioned  negotiations  tobe  attempted  in  France 
and  Ruffia;  that  either  of  them  might  be  de¬ 
tached  from  the  court  of  Vienna.  In  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  Pruffia  de¬ 
clared  to  every  power  a  defire  of  conciliation, 
and  the  general  re-eftablifhment  of  peace.  Prince 

Louis 


HISTORY  OF  THE  SEVEN  YEARS  WAR.  6l 

Louis  of  Brunfwick  was  fent  to  make  overtures* 
at  the  Hague,  to  the  minifters  of  the  belligerent 
powers,  and  England  gave  France  affurances  of 
her  defire  to  begin  negotiations  that  might  lead 
to  this  falutary  end.  France  would  apparently 
be  difpofed  to  peace,  for  fhe  had  reafon  to  be 
difcouraged  by  her  late  coniiderable  Ioffes.  The 
Englifh  had  that  year  taken  from  her  Guade¬ 
loupe,  Quebec,  and  Niagara  in  Canada.  The. 
fquadron  of  de  la  Clue  had  been  defeated  off 
the  heights  of  Lagos,  and  the  fleet  of  Conflans 
by  admiral  Hawke,  who  burnt  feveral  French 
fhips  ftranded  in  the  Vilaine.  The  fquadron 
of  Mr.  le  Fort*  gained  a  complete  vidtory  over 
them  near  Mafulipatan :  they  loft  the  fort  of 
St.  David,  and  were  vanquifhed  in  the  Eaft, 
where  the  Englifh  conquered  their  chief  efta- 
blifhments  in  the  vicinity  of  Pondichery. 

Ill  fuccefs  fo  continued  might  well  difguft  the 
French  with  a  war  from  which  they  had  nothing 
to  hope.  The  two  nations  were  however  very  far 
from  agreeing  concerning  the  articles  that  were 

*  Admiral  Pococke  commanded  in  the  Indian  feas,  and 
twice  vanquifhed  the  French  admiral  d’Ache.  The  Englifh 
had  no  officer  that  we  can  find  of  the  name  of  le  Fort.  Co¬ 
lonel  Ford  gained  a  victory  over  the  French  commander 
Conflans  at  Mafulipatan ;  and  perhaps  the  names  of  Ford 
and  Conflans  occafioned  the  miftake.  T. 
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to  form  the  bafis  of  peace.  The  king  was  fenfi- 
ble  how  necelfary  it  was  to  render  them  more 
amicable ;  for  could  this  be  effected  France 
would,  by  a  feparate  peace,  be  detached  from 
Auftria.  This  was  laboured  with  the  greater 
ardour,  becaufe  the  enemy  had  lately  declared, 
after  much  delay,  that  they  accepted  the  pro- 
pofals  made  them  for  the  re-eftablifhment  of 
peace,  provided  it  fhould  be  agreed  to  hold  a 
congrefs  at  Augfbourg,  where  each  power 
might  fuperintend  its  refpedtive  interefls.  Of 
ail  the  modes  which  the  enemies  of  Pruffia 
could  have  imagined,  this  was  the  moft  tedious; 
for  the  princes  concerhed  were  fo  numerous, 
required  fo  many  difcuffions,  and  would  occa- 
fion  a  conflict  fo  great,  that  pretences  for 
prolonging  the  negotiation  as  long  as  they 
fhould  pleafe  could  never  be  wanting.  The 
congrefs  of  Munfter  is  an  example  of  the  truth 
of  this,  where  eight  years  were  confumed  be¬ 
fore  the  conclufion  of  the  peace  of  Weftphalia 
was  effected. 

Such  a  method  was  little  fuitable  to  the  king. 
He  wifhed  a  quick  conclufion  to  the  reigning 
troubles :  he  had  too  many  enemies  to  encoun¬ 
ter.  The  court  of  Vienna  defired  they  fhould 
be  prolonged,  for  fhe  had  many  allies  whofe 
afliflance  promifed  conqueft.  Under  this  fitua- 
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tion  of  affairs,  the  king  fent  an  emiffary  to 
France  to  found  the  inclinations  of  the  court  of 
Verfailles,  and  to  remit  intelligence  of  what  he 
fhould  learn  as  well  to  the  king  of  England  as  to 
the  king  of  Pruffia.  To  execute  this  commiffion 
he  made  choice  of  a  young  gentleman  of  the 
name  of  Edelfheim,  whofe  father  had  eftates  in 
the  vicinage  of  Frankfort  on  the  Maine ;  an 
unconnected  perfon,  who  had  been  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  court  of  Gotha  ;  confequently 
who  might  acquit  himfelf  better  of  this  office 
than  another,  becaufe  he  was  unknown,  and 
could  excite  no  fufpicion  by  his  appearance  at 
Verfailles.  This  young  gentleman  departed 
without  affuming  any  public  character ;  but  was 
recommended  to  the  bailli  de  Froulay,  ambaf- 
fador  of  the  order  of  Malta,  in  France.  Edel- 
iheim  was  well  received  at  Paris,  and  was 
given  to  underhand,  in  vague  terms,  that  his 
negotiation  depended  on  the  manner  in  which 
France  might  with  greater  or  lefs  facility  come 
to  an  accommodation  with  England ;  but  the 
miniltry,  being  informed  that  the  king  of 
Pruffia  propofed  to  indemnify  the  king  of  Po¬ 
land.  at  the  expence  of  the  eccleiiaftical  princes 
of  Germany,  by  fecularization,  declared  the 
molt  Chriftian  king  would  never  give  his  con- 
fent.  Edellheim  returned  with  this  anfwer 
to  the  king,  who  was  then  at  Freyberg,  and 
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departed  thence  for  London,  to  communicate 
the  intelligence  to  the  Britifh  miniftry. 

Juft  on  his  arrival,  there  appeared  at  that 
court  another  political  phenomenon,  that  never 
could  be  deciphered,  who  called  himfelf  the 
count  de  St.  Germain.  He  had  been  in  the 
fervice  of  France,  and  fo  highly  in  the  favour 
of  Louis  XV.  that  the  monarch  wifhed  to  give 
him  the  palace  of  Chambord.  This  perfon 
enacted  the  part  of  an  ambaffador,  began  to 
negotiate  without  credentials,  and  fpoke  injuri- 
oufly  of  madame  de  Pompadour,  and  the  duke 
de  Choifeul.  The  Englifh  difmiffed  and  treated 
him  as  an  adventurer. 

Whether  or  not  the  Englifh  miniftry  fufpeft- 
ed  the  count  de  St.  Germain,  whether  conqueft 
had  or  had  not  inflated  their  hopes,  or  whether 
they  were  or  were  not  diffatisfied  with  the  de¬ 
claration  of  the  French  miniftry  refpeefting  the- 
congrefs,  ftill  they  ordered  the  Britifh  ambaffa- 
dor  at  the  Hague,  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  to  inform 
M.  d’Afri,  the  French  minifter,  that  the  king 
of  Great  Britain  was  inclined  to  peace,  and 
would  agree  to  affemble  a  particular  congrefs, 
provided  France  would  accept,  as  a  fundamental 
article  in  the  preliminaries,  that  the  ftates  of  his 
Pruffian  majefty  fhould  be  preferved  entire. 
France  replied  fhe  had  no  other  wifh  than  to 
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treat  with  England ;  but,  not  having  been  at 
war  with  Pruffia,  (he  could  not  confound  the 
interefts  of  that  nation  with  thofe  of  England, 
With  this  anfwer  ended  thofe  ffnall  hopes  which 
had  been  entertained  from  this  negotiation. 

M.  von  Edeltheim,  who  had  left  fome  trunks 
at  Paris,  returned  through  Holland  into  France. 
Far  from  difguifing  himfelf,  he  went  immediate¬ 
ly  to  the  Bailli  de  Froulay,  on  his  arrival  at  Paris. 
This  ambaffador,  perfuaded  of  the  (incerityof  the 
intentions  of  the  king  of  France  for  the  re-efta- 
blilhment  of  peace,  prevailed  on  Edelfheim  to 
defer  his  departure  for  fome  days,  that  his  inter¬ 
rupted  negotiation  might  be  renewed.  How 
great  was  the  furprife  of  M.  von  EdeKheim,  on 
the  morrow,  to  find  himfelf  arrefted  by  a  lettre 
de  cachet,  and  conduced  to  the  Baftille  ! 

Hither  the  duke  de  Choifeul  came  the  fame 
day,  and  allured  the  prifoner  he  could  find  no 
better  expedient  to  converfe  freely  with  him, 
without  giving  umbrage  to  the  Auflxian  ambaf¬ 
fador,  by  whom  he  was  clofely  watched  :  he  ad¬ 
ded  that,  this  place  being  proper  for  fecret  nego¬ 
tiation,  he  (hould  willingly  detain  him  there  for 
the  benefit  of  more  frequent  conference,  and  that 
he  would  fupply  him  with  the  means  of  fending 
his  difpatches  to  the  king  with  fafety  and  fpeed. 
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He  afterward  vented  many  complaints  againft 
the  Auftrians,  who  fo  clofely  attended  his  fteps; 
for,  added  he,  Stahremberg  obtains  intelligence 
concerning  all  perfons  who  have  been  employed 
in  this  negotiation  by  the  king  of  Pruffia  :  a 
courier  from  Vienna  has  juft  informed  him  of 
every  thing  that  paffes  here. 

The  purport  of  this  indecent  farce  was  to 
feize  the  papers  of  Edelfheim,  among  which 
the  duke  hoped  to  find  the  king’s  inftruftions 
and  projects.  He  found  nothing  but  a  letter  of 
credit,  of  which  the  king’s  emifiary  had  made 
no  ufe.  From  this  barren  difcovery,  the  mi- 
nifter  gained  nothing  but  blufhes  for  hisunjufti- 
fiable  conduCt.  M.  von  Edelfheim  was  releafed 
on  the  morrow,  with  orders  to  take  the  route 
to  Turin,  and  quit  the  kingdom. 

Perhaps  it  will  be  thought  we  have  been  too 
circumftantial  in  defcribing  this  incident.  To 
this  we  have  in  part  been  induced  by  its  fingu- 
larity,  but  more  fo  by  the  manner  in  which  it 
characterizes  the  court  of  Verfailles,  at  that 
time.  We  cannot  but  obferve  with  what  pre¬ 
caution  it  avoided  giving  fufpicion  to  the  court 
of  Vienna ;  and  we  are  eafily  perfuaded  of  the 
fubjeCtion  in  which  it  was  held  by  Auftria. 

The  king’s  efforts  at  Peterfourg  had  no  bet¬ 
ter  fuccefs.  A  gentleman  of  Holftein  was  there 
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employed,  who  had  not  To  much  as  an  occafion 
to  explain  himfelf  concerning  the  bufinefs  with 
which  he  was  charged.  He  was  however  treated 
with  more  mildnefs  by  the  Ruffians  than  Edel- 
(heim  had  been  by  the  French.  The  mind  of  the 
emprefs  Elizabeth  was  too  much  prejudiced  and 
embittered  againft  the  king  to  be  difabufed  with 
facility.  She  was  governed  by  her  favourite, 
who  was  governed  by  the  court  of  Vienna.  Ail 
thofe  who  furrounded  her  were  at  the  devotion 
of  France  and  Auftria.  Flattered  befide  with 
the  acquifition  of  the  kingdom  of  Pruffia,  which 
Ihe  confidered  as  annexed  to  Ruffia,  (he  would 
have  imagined  fhe  had  loft  every  advantage,, 
had  fhe  entered  into  the  leaft  negotiation  with 
the  king.  For  thefe  reafons  every  canal  was 
clofed,  by  which  any  infinuations  might  reach, 
her  ear. 

While  all  poffible  means  were  attempted, 
Denmark  teftified  a  propenfity  to  fecond  the 
king.  The  king  of  Denmark  dreaded  the  ih- 
creafe  of  Ruffian  power,  and  its  neighbourhood 
ftill  more.  It  was  known  the  Ruffians  "were 
preparing  to  befiege  Colberg;  which,  fhould 
they  take,  would  render  them  mafters  of  the 
whole  Baltic.  Oppofite  as  the  prefent  defigns 
of  Ruffia  were  to  the  interefts  of  Denmark,  the 
future  prefented  dangers  ftill  greater,  becaufe 
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of  the  pretensions  of  the  grand  duke  of  Ruffin 
to  Schlefwic,  which 'this  prince  might  enforce 
when  he  fhould  become  emperor,  and  to  which 
the  before-mentioned  neighbourhood  would 
add  facility;  while  if  a  power,  like  that  of 
Pruffia,  were  eftablifhed  between  Ruffia  and 
Denmark,  the  projetff  of  a  war  in  Holftein 
would  become  almoft  impoffible,  to  a  Ruffian 
emperor,  however  puiffant.  Confiderations  fo 
grave  induced  the  miniftry  at  Copenhagen  to 
make  fome  overtures  to  the  envoy  of  the  king 
at  that  court.  They  began  by  offering  aid  for 
the  defence  of  Pomerania,  of  which  offer  timi¬ 
dity  and  incertitude  foon  made  them  repent. 
Terrified  at  the  ftep  they  had  taken,  and  think¬ 
ing  only  how  to  retreat,  and  break  off  the  nego¬ 
tiation,  without  giving  the  king  caufe  of  offence, 
they  fet  fo  high  a  price  on  the  proffered  aid 
that  they  were  morally  certain  it  would  not  be 
accepted. 

So  many  effays  at  negotiation,  with  fo  much 
ill  fuccefs,  convinced  the  king  that,  in  the  pre- 
fent  conjuncture,  he  had  nothing  to  hope  from 
the  courts  of  Europe.  Paffion  wa  ftill  too  im¬ 
petuous,  and  the  agitation  it  excited  in  the 
minds  of  men  was  too  violent  yet  to  be  calmed. 
The  king  therefore  only  had  two  allies,  valour 
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and  perfeverance,  by  the  aid  of  which  he  might 
honourably  retire  from  a  war  fo  difaftrous. 

Thefe  cabinet  intrigues  had  no  relation  to 
armies,  nor  did  they  prevent  the  enemy  from 
forming  different  enterprifes  during  the  winter. 
The  Ruffians,  a  part  of  whom  were  quartered 
in  the  environs  of  Neuftetin,  planned  the  fur- 
prife  of  the  town  of  Schwedt,  where  were 
prince  Ferdinand,  brother  of  the  king,  the 
margrave  of  Schwedt,  and  the  prince  of  Wur- 
temberg.  Prince  Ferdinand  had  been  gone 
fome  days  when  the  citizens  who  mounted 
guard  forgot  to  raife  the  bridge  of  the  Oder, 
and  fuffered  the  Coffacks  to  pafs  and  take  the 
margrave  and  the  prince  of  Wurtemberg  in  the 
palace,  whom  they  carried  with  them  for  the 
fpace  of  a  mile.  Thefe  princes  gave  them  an 
acknowledgement  of  being  their  prifoners.  The 
emprefs  of  Ruflia  however  difapproved  this  a£t, 
and  would  not  hear  of  ranfom. 

The  war  continued  in  Lufatia  in  defpite  of 
winter.  We  have  related  that  the  king  de¬ 
tached  a  corps  of  cavalry  to  Coffdorf,  under 
the  command  of  Czetteritz,  to  obferve  the  mo¬ 
tions  of  Beck.  The  latter  general  attempted  to 
furprife  the  Pruffians.  Czetteritz  was  informed 
of  his  intention,  and  haftened  to  his  advanced 
polls,  where  he  arrived  juft  as  Beck  came  up 
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to  the  attack.  The  guards  retreated  to  the 
main  body,  and  were  purfued  by  the  enemy. 
The  horfe  of  Czetteritz  fell,  and  he  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  taken  by  the  Auftrians.  The 
cuiraffiers  of  Schmettau  however  fell  on  the 
forces  of  Beck,  beat  them,  and  made  two  hun¬ 
dred  prifoners.  I  fhall  fpare  the  reader  the 
relation  of  numerous  partifan  actions;  which 
were  the  confequence  of  the  fury  with  which 
this  war  was  carried  on,  and  of  the  eagernefs  of 
the  petty  officers  to  gain  reputation.  They 
were  but  preludes  to  the  great  events  which 
were  meditated  by  the  Imperialifts  and  Pruf- 
fians  for  the  enfuing  campaign. 


CHAP.  XII. 

The  Campaign  of  1760. 

TH  E  king  affirmed  the  command  of  the 
army  in  Saxony  in  the  fpring.  The  mif- 
fortunes  his  troops  had  fuftained,  during  the 
laft  campaign,  obliged  him  to  recall  two  regi¬ 
ments  of  dragoons  from  the  army  of  the  allies, 
to  reinforce  his  cavalry.  Prince  Henry  was 
oppofed  to  the  Ruffians ;  the  paffies  of  Land- 
Oiut  were  committed  to  the  prote&ion  of  gene» 
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ral  Fouquet ;  and  the  prince  of  Wurtemberg 
commanded  againft  the  Swedes.  The  ruinous 
date  of  his  troops  obliged  him  to  employ  them 
with  great  circumfpedion.  Detachments  were 
little  proper  at  prefent :  a  clofe  war  was  efpe- 
cially  neceflary.  The  regiments  loft  at  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  Maxen  and  the  adion  fought  by  Die- 
recke  had  indeed  been  replaced,  during  winter; 
but  thefe  were  neither  veterans  nor  troops  fit  for 
fervice  :  they  were  but  for  (hew.  What  might 
be  effected  with  a  duller  of  men,  the  one  half 
Saxon  peafants,  the  other  deferters,  who  were 
headed  by  officers  engaged  from  neceffity,  and 
becaufe  no  better  were  to  be  obtained  ?  The 
regiments  of  infantry  were  indeed  fo  deficient 
in  officers  that  their  numbers  were  but  as 
twelve  to  fifty-two,  which  laft  was  the  number 
of  ordinance.  Still  did  not  thefe  inconveniences 
prevent  adion,  for  adion  was  requifite.  In- 
ftead  of  complaining  of  the  bad  ftate  of  the 
troops,  means  were  taken  to  refill  the  foe  with 
additional  vigour. 

Laudon  had  received  the  command  of  the 
army  deftined  for  Silefia,  by  order  of  the  court 
of  Vienna.  This  army  was  forty  thoufand 
ftrong,  and  was  to  be  feconded  in  its  operations 
by  the  Ruffians,  who  were  to  incline  along  the 
Oder,  a#  had  been  agreed  by  the  two  emprelTes. 
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Marfhal  Daun,  who  had  been  continued  in  the 
command  of  the  principal  army,  was  to  affem- 
ble  his  troops  in  Saxony.  This  perhaps  was  to 
return  into  Silelia  and  conclude  the  conquefl  of 
that  province,  while  the  prince  de  Deuxponts, 
whom  he  meant  to  leave  at  Drefden,  was  to 
clear  Saxony  with  the  troops  of  the  circles,  and 
expel  the  few  Pruffians  that  might  {till  remain. 

The  great  number  of  enemies  who  preffed 
the  king  on  every  fide,  the  plan  they  had 
formed  to  clofe  and  concentrate  their  forces 
during  the  campaign,  the  feeble  date  of  his 
own  army  after  the  recent  Ioffes  he  had  buf¬ 
fered,  all  led  him  to  apprehend  the  coming 
year  would  be  more  fatal  than  the  preceding 
one  had  been.  Attempts  however  were  made 
to  reftore  courage  and  confidence  to  the  foldiers 
by  imaginary  diverfions,  news  of  which  they 
fhould  foon  hear,  by  publifhing  favourable  pre¬ 
dictions,  and  by  every  other  means  admifiible 
for  the  abufe  of  the  vulgar. 

On  the  25  th  of  April,  the  king  entered  the 
camps  of  Schlettau  and  the  Katzenhsufer.  The 
numerous  villages  found  in  this  country  per¬ 
mitted  him  to  put  the  greatefl  part  of  the  army 
into  cantonments,  and  this  was  the  firft  repofe 
the  men  enjoyed.  General  Laudon,  whom  we 
left  at  Olmutz,  entered  Upper  Silefia  about 
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the  fame  time.  His  cavalry  attacked  general 
Goltz,  who-  retired  to  Neuftadt,  that  he  might 
further  retreat  to  Neifs.  The  Manteufel  regi¬ 
ment  of  infantry  fought  during  the  whole  march 
againft  four  regiments  of  Auftrian  cavalry,  who 
vainly  endeavoured  to  make  an  impreffion  on 
them.  Laudon  failed  in  his  attempt :  he  left 
Drafkowitz  with  fix  thoufand  men  at  Neuftadt, 
and  took  the  road  to  Bohemia  with  the  remain¬ 
der  of  his  troops.  Draikowitz  finding  himfelf 
chief,  was  defirous  of  acquiring  undivided  fame. 
He  had  intelligence  that  a  battalion  of  the  regi¬ 
ment  of  Mofel  was  on  the  march  from  Land- 
fhut  to  Neifs.  This  he  attacked  with  all  liis 
cavalry.  The  battalion  defended  ltfelf  courage- 
oufly,  fuftained  no  lofs,  killed  many  of  his 
men,  and  entered  the  fortrefs  of  Neifs  trium¬ 
phant.  General  Forcade,  detached  into  Po¬ 
merania  againft  the  Ruffians,  had  advanced 
with  three  corps  to  obferve  them ;  that  of  Pla¬ 
ten  at  Schievelbein,  that  of  Grabow  at  Coeflin, 
and  that  of  Gablenz  at  Greifenberg.  Prince 
Henry,  who  was  commander  in  chief  of  all 
thefe  foices,  was<  then  at  Sagan,  where  he 
had  affembled  the  detachments  of  Goltz  and 
Schmettau.  He  then  found  it  convenient  to  af- 
fume  a  pofition  which  might  better  enabie  him 
to  oppofe  the  plans  of  the  Ruffians.  Marching 
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to  Frankfort,  he  fent  orders  to  Forcade  to  re¬ 
pair  to  Landlberg,  which  was  the  general 
rendezvous  of  that  army. 

During  the  jundtion  of  thefe  troops  (May), 
Laudon  traverfed  the  county  of  Glatz,  and 
penetrated  into  Silelia  with  two  corps ;  palling 
with  one  by  Silberberg  to  Reichenbach,  where 
he  was  joined  by  the  other,  that  took  the  road 
ofPatfchkau.  Fouquet,  informed  of  this  mo¬ 
tion,  imagined  the  enemy  meant  to  attack 
Brellau ;  he  therefore  quitted  the  palfes  of 
Landlhut,  and  inclined  to  Canth.  The  Au- 
ftrians  immediately  profited  by  his  abfence,  and 
fent  detachments  to  take  polfeffion  of  the  pods 
of  Grilfau  and  Landlhut.  Laudon  himfelf 
returned  with  his  army  into  the  county  of  Glatz 
(June)  and  blockaded  the  town  of  that  name. 

Fouquet,  perceiving  by  the  fudden  return  of 
the  Aultrian  troops  that  he  had  been  deceived, 
marched  back  to  Landlhut,  where  he  had  little 
trouble  in  dillodging  the  foe.  His  intention 
was  to  preferve  the  palfes  of  Bohemia,  and 
wait  a  reinforcement  to  enter  the  county  of 
Glatz  through  Braunau,  and  oblige  the  enemy 
to  raife  the  liege  of  the  capital.  He  encamped 
on  the  hills  :  his  right  occupied  that  of  Blalf- 
dorf,  his  left  the  Doftorberg.  This  ground 
to  be  well  guarded  required  thrice  his  number 
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of  troops,  and  he  was  lefs  than  ever  enabled  to 
occupy  it  after  having  detached  general  Ziethen, 
with  four  battalions,  to  fecure  his  communication 
with  Schweidnitz,  at  the  Zeiffenberg. 

No  fooner  was  Laudon  informed  of  the  pofi- 
tion  of  the  Pruffians,  near  Landfhut,  than  he 
left  twelve  thoufand  men  at  Glatz,  to  continue 
the  blockade,  and  with  the  main  body  paffed 
through  Johannefberg  and  Wudengierfdorf, 
and  encamped  at  Schwarzwalde,  whence  he 
diflodged  the  huffars  of  Malachowfky,  who 
there  held  a  pod  of  information.  It  was  a  fine 
opportunity  of  acquiring  fame  at  fmall  expence. 
Laudon,  oppofed  by  eight  thoufhnd  Pruffians, 
came  to  the  attack  with  twenty-eight  thoufand 
Audrians ;  but,  to  make  fecurity  doubly  fecure, 
he  was  determined  to  add  dratagem  to  drengthr 

On  the  night  of  the  23d  he  feized  on  two 
heights,  on  which  was  the  right  of  general  Fou* 
quet.  Thefe  important  hills  empowered  him 
to  edablifh  batteries  which  fhould  take  the 
Pruffians  in  flank  and  rear.  Fouquet  valiantly 
defended  his  remaining  pods.  After  fuffering 
great  lofs,  he  perceived  a  column  of  Audrian 
cavalry  in  full  march  to  cut  off  his  retreat. 
On  this  he  abandoned  his  hills,  and  formed  his 
infantry  into  a  fquare,  with  which  he  marched 
to  gain  the  road  of  Bolkenhayn.  His  troops  had 
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confumed  almoft  all  their  powder.  The  Au- 
ftrian  cavalry  attacked,  and  was  feveral  times 
repulfed.  After  a  noble  and  generous  defence, 
the  fquare  was  broken  by  the  enemy.  Fouquet 
received  two  wounds  ;  and,  with  the  greateft 
part  of  his  troops,  was  taken.  He  had  defend¬ 
ed  himfelf  from  two  in  the  morning  to  ten  in 
the  forenoon  ;  and,  far  from  fuffering  in  his  re¬ 
putation,  fo  long  and  fo  well  eftablifhed,  it 
was  increafed  by  this  ad  of  bravery,  which 
furnifhed  an  example  of  what  valour  and  forti¬ 
tude  may  effed  againft  numbers,  be  their  fu- 
periority  what  it  may.  This  battle  may  belt  be 
compared. to  that  of  Leonidas  at  the  Freights  of 
Thermopylae ;  the  fate  of  both  was  nearly  the 
fame. 

The  whole  corps  was  not  taken  :  the  Gerf- 
dorf  huffars  and  the  dragoons  of  Platen  cut  their 
way  through  the  enemy,  and  efcaped  with  fif¬ 
teen  hundred  foot,  whom  they  brought  to  Bref- 
lau.  General  Ziethen  after  this  misfortune 
quitted  the  Zeiffenberg,  and  threw  himfelf  into 
Schweidnitz,  to  avoid  a  fate  fimilar  to  that  of 
Fouquet.  The  Auftrians  made  a  barbarous  ufe 
of  vidory,  and  pillaged  the  town  of  Landfhut, 
by  order  of  the  generals,  who  applauded  their 
exGeffes  and  cruelties.  The  favage  and  furious 
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foldier,  encouraged  in  crimes  and  robberies, 
fpared  none  but  the  ugly  and  the  poor. 

The  firft  news  the  king  received  in  Saxony 
was  that  of  the  blockade  of  Glatz.  This 
but  added  to  his  prefent  embarraffment.  It 
was  as  painful  to  abandon  that  place,  which  is 
a  kind  of  key  to  Silefia,  as  it  was  impoffible  to 
afford  it  aid.  After  the  lofs  of  that  fortrefs,  it 
might  be  expelled  that  the  defiles  of  Silefia  and 
Bohemia  no  more  could  be  held ;  for  the  Au- 
flrians,  once  mailers  of  the  paffes  of  Silberberg 
and  Wartha,  might  fall  upon  the  rear  of  the 
troops  that  fhould  occupy  the  hills  j  and  no 
pofition  proper  to  cover  that  province  would 
any  longer  remain.  To  quit  Saxony  would  be 
equally  dangerous.  Should  the  king  repair  to 
Silefia,  with  a  part  of  his  forces,  thofe  that 
fhould  remain  in  Saxony  would  riik  deftrudion, 
from  the  great  fuperiority  of  numbers  among 
the  Imperialifls. 

It  therefore  appeared  that  nothing  better 
could  be  imagined  than  to  ad  fo  as,  by  under¬ 
taking  to  march  into  Silefia,  the  king  might 
draw  after  him  marfhal  Daun.  Yet  this  expe¬ 
dient  was  attended  with  danger  ;  fince  it  necef- 
farily  expofed  the  king  to  put  himfelf  between 
Laudon,  who  was  already  in  Silefia,  and  the 
army  of  iharfhal  Daun,  which  as  it  might  be 
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fuppofed  would  keep  pace  with  him.  The  de¬ 
feat  of  Fouquet  was  not  known  ;  and  the  king, 
imagining  he  might  join  him,  preferred  march¬ 
ing  into  Silelia  to  any  other  projedt.  To  this 
effect  he  caufed  that  part  of  the  army  which  he 
deftined  for  this  expedition  to  crofs  the  Elbe. 
A  bridge  was  conftrudted  at  Zehren,  and  the 
river  was  croffed  on  the  15th  of  June.  The 
troops  were  joined  on  the  oppofite  fhore  by  the 
prince  of  Holftein,  who  brought  the  two  regi¬ 
ments  of  dragoons  that  had  ferved  in  the  army 
of  the  allies.  The  detachments  of  general 
Lafcy  all  retreated  toward  Reichenberg  at  the 
approach  of  the  Pruffians,  who  took  the  camp 
of  Zehaila,  oppofite  general  Hulfen,  whofe 
corps  had  remained  at  Meiffen;  and  bridges 
were  diligently  thrown  over  the  Elbe  for  the 
communication'of  the  two  corps.  From  Zehaila 
the  king  marched  to  Radeberg.  On  his  march 
he  came  to  the  camp  of  general  Lafcy,  covered 
by  four  regiments  of  Saxon  dragoons,  annexed 
to  the  detachment  he  commanded.  The  Pruf- 
fian  van-guard  purfued,  and  took  four  hun¬ 
dred  men ;  the  remainder  fled  in  confufion  to 
take  refuge  with  the  main  body,  under  Lafcy, 
who  had  halted  at  the  foot  of  the  heights  of 
Bocfcfdorf  and  Reichenberg,  near  a  village 
named  Berbigfdorf. 
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The  Pruffian  army  made  difpofitions  to  attack 
Lafcy  on  the  morrow.  The  arrival  of  general 
Hulfen  was  waited  for,  whom  the  king  had 
ordered  to  join  him  with  a  part  of  his  forces, 
and  who  could  not  be  at  the  camp  of  Radeberg 
before  evening.  On  the  morrow  the  face  of 
affairs  had  changed.  Marfhal  Daun  had  paffed 
•he  Elbe  at  Drefden,  with  his  army,  which 
occupied  the  camp  of  Bockfdorf  and  Reichen- 
'berg.  Lafcy,  during  the  night,  had  quitted 
Berbigfdorf,  to  cover  the  right  of  marfhal  Daun, 
in  the  pofition  of  Laufa.  The  king  occupied 
the  ground  the  enemy  had  left,  and  placed 
Krockow,  with  three  regiments  of  huffars,  two 
of  dragoons,  and  two  free  battalions,  round 
Berbigfdorf.  Lafcy  attacked  them,  on  the 
following  night,  without  fuccefs.  The  Pruf- 
ians  in  return  made  fome  attempts  upon  him, 
but  thefe  were  productive  only  of  reciprocal  , 
alarms. 

Here  the  intelligence  was  received  of  the 
difafter  that  had  happened  to  general  Fouquet. 
This  misfortune  rendered  the  affairs  of  Silefia 
defperate.  The  army  of  the  king,  which  no 
longer  had  any  forage  at  Radeberg,  affumed  the 
camp  of  Gros  Dobritz.  Krockow  took  three 
hundred  prifoners,  that  formed  part  of  a  detach¬ 
ment,  coming  by  the  road  of  Moritzbourg, 

with 
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with  an  intent  to  fall  on  the  baggage  of  tfie 
army ;  but  what  were  three  hundred  prifoners 
compared  to  fo  many  entire  corps  which  the 
king  had  loft  ?  The  calamity  of  Landfhut  was 
fo  unexpected  that  it  deranged  the  meafures  the 
king  wifhed  to  take,  at  a  moment  fo  critical. 
He  was  now  lefs  than  ever  able  to  quit  Saxony, 
at  leaft  unlefs  accompanied  by  marfhal  Daun,  if 
he  would  not  lofe  his  few  remaining  troops  in 
detail. 

The  Imperialifts  could  not  begin  their  mo¬ 
tions  before  the  arrival  of  the  troops  of  the  cir¬ 
cles,  the  march  of  whom  was  retarded  by  the 
dilatorinefs  of  the  prince  de  Deuxponts.  At 
length  they  came  (July),  and  were  left  by  mar¬ 
fhal  Daun  at  Windberg.  Hulfen  remained  at 
Meiffen,  and  both  armies  began  their  march, 
for  Silefia,  on  the  fame  day.  The  Imperialifts 
paffed  through  Bifchofswerder,  whence  they  de¬ 
tached  Lafcy  to  the  Keulenberg,  to  cover  their 
left  flank.  The  king  directed  his  route  through 
Crakau,  refolving  to  make  an  attempt  on 
Lafcy,  who  did  not  expeCt  him  there.  The 
Pruffians  occupied  Konigfberg :  and  the  fame 
evening  the  army  began  its  march,  in  four 
columns,  two  on  each  fide  of  the  rivulet  of 
Pulfnitz.  The  van -guard  fell  on  the  light 
troops  of  the  enemy.  This  roufed  general 
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Lafcy,  who  efcaped  too  haftily  to  be  overtaken. 
Scarcely  two  hundred  men  of  his  rear-guard 
were  made  prifoners.  The  army  paffed  the 
night  on  the  Keulenberg,  and  on  the  morrow 
the  Auftrians  and  P ruffians  kept  pace  with  each 
other.  The  former  paffed  Bautzen,  and  en¬ 
camped  near  Jurck  ;  and  the  latter  at  the  con¬ 
vent  of  Marienfcheim.  On  the  6th,  marfhal 
Daun  gained  Gorlitz,  and  the  P ruffians  Nieder- 
junck.  There  was  a  Ikirmifh  between  the 
rear-guard  and  the  Auftrians,  in  the  environs  of 
Bautzen,  at  the  paffage  of  the  Spree.  Major 
Zetmar,  of  the  huffars,  imprudently  croffed  a 
•  bridge  where  he  muft  have  fuftained  lofs,  had 
he  not  been  timely  fupported  by  the  king. 
The  river  was  afterward  paffed  according  to 
rule,  and  fome  captures  made  on  the  enemy. 

The  heat  on  that  day  was  fo  exceffive  that 
eighty  men  dropped  dead  on  the  march.  The 
lofs  of  the  Auftrians  was  equal,  if  not  greater ; 
for  they  made  a  longer  march.  Lafcy  had 
found  time  to  recover  froga  his  confternation 
after  the  affair  of  the  Keulenberg.  He  had  col¬ 
lected  his  troops,  and  propofed  to  retard  the 
march  of  the  king,  by  continually  haraffing  his 
fear-guard.  His  fcouts,  imagining  the  Im~ 
perialifts  had  encamped  at  Bautzen,  were  taken 

G  by 

H!Jlt  Sev.  Tears  War,  Vol.  II. 


$2  POSTHUMOUS  WORK  S. 

by  the  Pruffian  patroles.  This  gave  birth  to  the 
project  of  falling  fuddenly  on  the  Ulans,  and 
intimidating  them  fo  far  as  to  make  them  no 
longer  defirous  of  approaching  the  army  of  the 
king.  They  were  polled  at  Salzforftien,  a  mile 
from  the  camp.  Two  regiments  of  huffars,  and 
two  of  dragoons,  were  commanded  to  put  this 
plan  in  execution.  Misfortune  would  have  it 
that  the  horfe  were  gone  to  forage,  and  inftead 
of  four  thoufand  fcarcely  fifteen  hundred  could 
be  collefted  ;  this  however  did  not  prevent  the 
king  from  profecuting  his  plan.  The  Ulans 
were  charged,  and  at  the  firft  fhock  loft  four 
hundred  men.  They  were  hotly  purfued  to 
Gothau.  Zetmar,  who  was  not  always  the 
matter  of  his  own  valour,  paffed  this  defile  :  the 
king  was  obliged  to  fupport  him,  becaufe  that 
the  whole  cavalry  of  Lafcy,  who  encamped  at 
Rotnen-Nauflitz,  was  already  come  up  by 
parties.  Zetmar  however  was  retrieved  from 
danger.  The  Pruffian  cavalry  began  to  retreat 
toward  Bautzen,  'but  they  retreated  flowly. 
The  king,  apprehending  the  fuperiority  of  the 
enemy  might  gain  fome  advantage  over  the 
Pruffians,  fent  a  battalion  from  the  garrifon  of 
Bautzen  with  cannon.  This  order  was  very 
feafonably  executed,  for  the  enemy  began  to 
purfue  the  fquadrons,  which  were  in  confufion, 
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till  relieved  by  the  artillery.  Lafcy  then  re¬ 
turned  with  his  men  to  Rothen-Nauflitz,  as  did 
the  Pruffian  cavalry  to  the  camp. 

It  now  became  neceflary  to  determine  either 
to  follow  marfhal  Daun  into  Silefia,  or,  in  full 
force,  to  fall  on  Lafcy,  to  be  rid  of  him  at  once; 
for  the  rear-guard  would  have  been  more  em- 
barrafled,  on  its  march  into  Silefia,  by  him  than 
by  the  enemy  that  faced  the  army.  This  was 
therefore  refolved  on  as  the  mod  certain  ftep; 
for  fhould  it  be  fuccefsful  it  might  lead  to  things 
more  important. 

On  the  evening  of  the  8th,  the  army  aflem- 
Ibled  at  Schmolen.  Inftead  of  taking  the  road 
to  Gbrlitz,  as  was  given  out,  it  fuddenly  turned 
On  Rothen-Nauflitz,  and  every  where  met  with 
the  ftragglers  of  Lafcy.  Approaching  Bifchofs- 
werder,  his  rear-guard  became  more  clofely 
prefled  ;  and,  in  defpite  Of  all  his  vigilance  and 
the  quicknefs  of  his  motions,  he  was  driven  be¬ 
yond  the  defiles  of  Harta,  where  the  army  of 
the  king  pafled  the  night.  On  the  morrow  he 
was  purfued  to  the  heights  of  Weiflig,  where 
batteries  were  placed  to  diflodge  him  from  the 
White  Stag.  The  artillery  had  not  made  two 
difcharges  before  the  infantry  gained  this  poll, 
from  which  the  corps  of  Lafcy  was  feen  in  full 
flight,  which  repafled  the  Elbe  at  Drefden. 
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The  fituation  of  the  king  was  fuch  that  it 
was  neceffary  to  undertake  every  thing,  and  to 
run  every  rifk,  that  he  might  obtain  fome  fu- 
periority  over  the  enemy.  The  firft  idea  that 
ftruck  him  was  to  pafs  the  Elbe  at  Caditz. 
This  operation  muft  be  combined  with  various 
indifpenfable  preparatives  to  enfure  fuccefs ; 
and,  as  in  fuch  a  cafe  it  was  beft  to  infpire  the 
enemy  with  numerous  fears,  the  king  extended 
his  left  toward  Pilnitz,  feigning  to  conftrud  a 
bridge  there,  while  a  detachment  of  the  army 
feized  on  the  poll  of  Fifchhaus,  and  on  that  of 
Reichenberg  ;  mean  while  general  Hulfen,  ac- 
cording  to  orders,  advanced  to  Brifnitz,  fend¬ 
ing  his  bridge  before  him  from  Meilfen. 

Not  however  totally  to  lofe  fight  of  marfhal 
Daun,  five  hundred  huffars  were  detached  to 
the  Weiffenberg,  and  toward  Reichenbach,  to 
obferve  his  motions  and  fend  intelligence.  The 
different  meafures  taken  were  not  perfe&ly  ar¬ 
ranged  before  the  13th.  Hulfen  on  his  march 
had  made  four  hundred  prifoners.  The  king, 
after  palling  the  Elbe,  joined  him,  leaving  the 
duke  of  Holftein  with  about  ten  thoufand  men 
on  the  Drachenberg,  near  Caditz.  Thefe 
manoeuvres  gave  the  alarm  to  the  army  of  the 
circles,  as  well  as  to  that  of  general  Lafcy  :  they 
feared  left:  a  corps  fhould  pafs  the  Elbe  at 
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Pilnitz,  and  fall  on  their  rear,  while  the  king 
fhould  attack  them  in  front ;  for  which  reafon 
they  haftily  quitted  their  camp  at  Plauen  by 
night,  and  retreated,  Lafcy  to  Grofs-Sedelitz, 
and  the  prince  de  Deuxponts  to  Dohna.  The 
king  immediately  formed  lines  of  circumvalla- 
tion  round  Drefden,  determining  to  befiege  the 
city.  This  was  a  fudden  thought ;  and,  as  fuch 
an  enterprife  had  not  been  fuppofed  poffible,  no 
preparations  had  been  made.  He  polled  the 
troops  from  Grunau  to  Racknitz.  The  pandours 
propofed  to  maintain  their  ground  in  the  grand 
garden  ;  but  they  were  expelled,  and  the  fub- 
urb  of  Pima  was  carried,  where  the  enemy 
made  but  a  feeble  and  effeminate  defence.  All 
the  artillery  and  ammunition,  that  could  be 
haftily  collected  for  the  fiege,  confided  in  twelve 
mortars,  twelve  hundred  bombs,  twenty  twelve- 
pounders,  and  four  thoufand  balls.  Every 
thing  proceeded  with  fo  much  expedition  that 
fafcines,  madriers,  and  whatever  was  neceffary 
for  a  fiege  were  prepared.  The  greater  hopes  of 
fuccel's  were  entertained  becaufe  the  firft  bat¬ 
teries  might  be  erefted  in  the  chief  moat  of  the 
city,  and  becaufe  that,  near  the  garden  of  the 
countefs  Mofcinfka,  an  old  intrenchment  feemed 
made  expreflly  for  a  parallel,  and  on  which  to 
€re<ft  a  ricochet  battery.  The  prince  of  Hol- 
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flein,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Elbe,  was  obliged 
to  make  a  falfe  attack  on  the  new  town,  where 
he  could  only  employ  field  pieces,  and  fome 
howitzers.  Though  the  governor  Maquire 
had  a  garrifon  of  fix  thoufand  men  in  Drefden, 
it  was  ftill  hoped  that  he  would  rather  furrender 
than  fuffer  this  capital  to  be  reduced  to  afhes. 
He  was  fummoned  and  refufed.  The  city  wa,s. 
then  attacked;  on  the  fide  of  the  gate  of  Pirna. 
Had  the  king  been  well  ferved,  on  this  occa- 
fion,  Drefden  muff  have  been  taken ;  but  the 
officers,  engineers,  and  gunners  were  emulous 
who  fhould  commit  the  moft  faults.  The  bat¬ 
teries  however  were  completed.  Some  chaf- 
feurs  were  placed  in  the  old  houfes  of  the  fub^* 
urb  which  overlooked  the  rampart,  and  this 
they  prefently  freed  from  thofe  who  appeared 
in  its  defence.  The  artillery  began  to  effed  q. 
breach.  A  bomb  fet  the  roof  of  the  church  of 
the  holy  crofs  on  fire  :  it  fell  and  laid  the  whole 
quartet  in  ruins.  Another  bomb  fet  the  ftreet 
of  Pirna  in  flames,  which  was  nearly  confumed  2 
others  fell  in  the  ftreet  of  the  palace,  and  did 
no  lefs  damage.  A  thoufand  additional  bombs, 

i 

and  a  thoufand  more  quintals  of  powder,  muft 
have  terminated  the  fiege  with  glory. 

It  was  apparently  written  in  the  book  of  fate 
|hat  the  P.ruffians  fhould  not  recover  Drefden, 

Advice. 
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Advice  was  foon  received  that  marfhal  Daun 
had  fuddenly  quitted  Sijefia,  and  was  hafiily 
advancing  to  the  fuccour  of  Drefden.  On  his 
approach  the  poft  of  the  White  Stag  was  aban¬ 
doned;  but,  before  they  quitted  this  height,  the 
light  troops  very  unfeafonably  .amufed  them- 
felves,  and  were  attacked  in  the  foreft,  befide 
the  Fifchhaus,  where  they  loft  about  five  hum 
jdred  men.  The  prince  of  Holftein  was  ordered 
to  pafs  the  Elbe,  the  fame  night;  and  a  por¬ 
tion  was  marked  out  for  him  between  Lepta  and 
Uckerfdorf.  As  foon  as  marfhal  Daun  drew 
near  the  other  fhore  of  the  Elbe,  it  was  abfo- 
Jutely  neceffary  to  have  a  corps  in  the  vicinage 
<of  Uckerfdorf,  to  preferve  the  pafs  of  Plauen 
free,  and  deprive  the  enemy  of  any  wifh  to  dif- 
pute  this  defile.. 

The  king  at  the  fame  time  changed  his  camp. 
One  part  of  the  army  encamped  oppofite  gene¬ 
ral  Lafcy,  and  the  prince  de  Deuxponts;  the 
other  took  poft  on  the  fide  of  the  grand  garden 
(where  abatis  were  thrown  up)  and  extended 
beyond  Racknitz,  near  Plauen.  Marfhal  Daun 
foon  appeared  on  the  White  Stag,  and  covered 
with  his  army  the  oppofite  fhore  of  the  Elbe, 
behind,  and  on  the  fides  of  Drefden.  The 
night  of  the  22d  he  fent  fixteen  battalions  to 
ptake  a  Tally  on  the  Pruflians,  in  the  fuburb 
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of  Pirna.  For  this  the  king  was  prepared;  he 
had  difpofed  of  the  troops  fo  as  to  give  the 
enemy  a  proper  reception.  The  fally  was  made, 
and  the  Auftrians  were  repulfed  ;  they  loft  three 
hundred  men,  with  general  Nugent  their  com¬ 
mander.  A  battalion  of  Bernburg,  that  had 
not  done  its  duty  at  this  fiege,  was  punifhed  by 
{he  difgrace  of  not  being  allowed  to  wear  the 
fabre.  A  ftiame  like  this  is  felt  by  every  fol- 
dier  who  has  any  fenfe  of  honour,  and  the  im- 
preftion  was  favourable  to  the  army;  it  gave 
the  difgraced  troop  a  defire  to  repair  its  error, 
which  it  found  occafion  to  do  at  the  battle  of 
Lignitz,  as  we  fhall  relate  in  its  place. 

It  feemed  to  be  fingularly  deftined  that  the 
fmall  advantages  the  Pruflians  fhould  gain,  dur¬ 
ing  this  campaign,  were  to  be  counter-balanced 
by  heavy  Ioffes.  General  Nugent,  who  had 
been  taken  at  the  fally,  informed  the  king  that 
the  town  of  Glatz  had  furrendered  to  general 
Harfch.  However  incredible  the  news  might 
appear,  confirmation  of  its  truth  was  foon  re¬ 
ceived  from  Silefia.  On  the  night  between  the 
21ft  and  22d  Harfch  had  opened  the  trenches 
before  that  place.  The  governor  D’O  had  a 
garrifon  of  five  battalions,  with  every  kind  of 
ammunition,  and  provifions  to  maintain  a  long 
fiege.  The  enemy  had  fupported  his  firft  pa¬ 
rallel 
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Fallel  at  Scherlendorf,  near  the  Neiffe,  whence, 
making  the  tour  of  the  lower  town  and  caftle, 
it  extended  and  fupported  its  left  by  the  houfe 
of  baron  Pilatti.  Harfch  prepared  to  make  two 
attacks ;  the  one  on  the  lower  town,  near  the 
Bohemian  gate,  and  the  other  on  the  caftle, 
upon  the  Field-Thor.  Scarcely  were  feme 
(Cannon  erected  into  batteries  before  the  befiegers 
wilhed  to  diflodge  the  bclieged,  from  an  arrow 
;hat  had  been  named  the  Crane,  becaufe  of  its 
long  form  and  narrow  neck.  This  work,  dug 
in  the  rock,  required  only  to  be  defended  to 
impede  the  enemy  for  weeks.  But  no  fooner 
did  the  Auftrians  fhew  themfelves  for  the  attack 
than  the  befeged  gave  ground,  and  fled  through 
the  barrier.  The  enemy  hotly  purfued  :  thofe 
who  defended  the  covert  way,  inftead  of  firing, 
efcaped  over  the  bridge  into  the  ravelin.  The 
Auftrians  entered  with  them  pell-mell.  Harfch, 
perceiving  what  palled,  fent  fome  battalions 
from  his  trenches  to  fupport  the  firft  corps. 
In  fine,  the  Auftrians  took  the  place,  without 
well  knowing  how,  and  almoft  without  refin¬ 
ance.  The  governor,  who  was  in  the  low  town, 
hearing  the  noife  haftened  to  the  caftle ;  but  it 
was  already  taken;  and,  as  by  its  fituation  it 
overlooks  the  works  of  the  Schceferberg  and  the 
|o\v  town,  the  Pruflians  had  no  longer  any  afy- 

lum 
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lum  for  defence.  This  fhameful  event,  mofb 
difhonourable  to  the  Pruffian  arms,  was  the 
confequence  of  a  fecret  negotiation  which  Lau- 
don  had  long  been  preparing,  through  the  in¬ 
tervention  of  the  Jefuits,  monks,  and  the  whole 
Catholic  tribe  of  priefts.  By  their  means,  he 
had  corrupted  fome  officers  and  many  foldiers 
of  the  garrifon;  among  whom  were  thofe  oa 
guard  at  the  place  where  Harfcli  made  his  at¬ 
tack. 

An  incident  fo  fatal  happened  at  a  conjunc¬ 
ture  which  was  of  itfelf  fufficiently  embarraffing 
and  afflicting.  The  approach  of  marfhal  Daun, 
his  pofition  near  new  Drefden,  and  the  want  of 
ammunition  for  a  liege,  obliged  the  king  to  re¬ 
nounce  the  defign  he  had  of  feizing  that  city, 
and  to  take  ferious  meafures  haftily  to  repair  to 
Silefia;  that  he  might,  if  poffible,  impede  cata- 
ftrophes  ftill  more  deftruCtive  than  thofe  we  have 
related,  which  elfe  might  happen  in  that  pro¬ 
vince.  On  the  30th,  the  king  forfook  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  Plauen,  without  being  difturbed  by  the 
enemy,  and  recalled  Hulfen  to  the  camp  of 
Meiffen.  The  army  palfed  the  Elbe,  on  the 
ill  of  Auguft,  at  Zehren;  and  took  its  pofition 
at  Dallwitz.  Marfhal  Daun  fearing  after  what 
had  happened  that,  fhould  he  quit  Drefden,  the 
P ruffians  wpuld  again  commence  the  fiege,  fo 

ably 
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ably  conduced  his  march  and  motions,  accord¬ 
ing  to  thofe  of  the  king,  that  the  two  armies 
were  almoft  continually  in  the  prefence  of  each 
other.  The  Auftrians  took  the  grand  road  to 
Gorlitz.  The  Pruffians  kept  pace;  they  paffed 
the  Reder  at  Roitfch,  and  the  Spree  at  Radi- 
bor ;  and,  as  the  enemy  had  advanced  to  Reicl;- 
enbach,  to  make  the  fhortefl  cut,  they  paffed 
near  the  Schdnberg  and  the  Rothkretfchau.  A 
ftranger  perceiving  the  motions  of  the  two  ar¬ 
mies  might  have  been  deceived ;  he  certainly 
would  have  judged  they  both  were  under  one 
commander.  The  army  of  marfhal  Daun  would 
feem  to  him  to  be  the  van-guard,  that  of  the 
Pruffians  the  main  battle,  and  the  corps  of  Lafcy 
the  rear.  The  latter,  become  more  circum- 
fpeft,  and  fearing  fome  vexatious  accident,  was 
careful  not  to  approach  the  Pruffians  within  a 
diftance  of  three  miles. 

This  journey  had  its  utility ;  for,  as  the  army 
was  immediately  ftationed  between  Daun  and 
Lafcy,  an  aid  du  camp  of  the  marfhal  bringing 
him  letters  was  taken.  N ews  was  obtained  from 
the  packet  of  all  that  had  paffed  in  Silefia. 
The  defigns  of  the  marfhal  for  the  campaign 
were  clearly  developed,  concerning  which  he  in 
fhefe  difpatches  confulted  general  Lafcy.  The 
intelligence  from  Silefia  indicated  that  Laudon 

had 
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had  attacked  Brellau,  and  that  prince  Henry 
had  obliged  him  to  raife  the  liege.  The  affair 
happened  thus : 

His  royal  highnefs  had  marched  to  Landff 
berg,  where  obferving  that  the  motions  of  the 
Ruffians  were  all  directed  toward  Silefia,  he 
quitted  the  new  March,  and  inclined,  by  the 
road  of  Zullichau,  to  the  environs  of  Glogau, 
in  confequence  of  advice  which  he  had  re-? 
ceived  that  the  Auftrians  and  Ruffians  were 
to  meet  on  an  appointed  day  at  Brellau,  at  once 
to  inveft  the  capital  on  each  fide  of  the  Oder, 
The  execution  of  this  project  was  for  two  rea- 
fons  altered ;  firft  the  tardinefs  of  the  Ruffians, 
who  fcarcely  had  arrived  at  Pofen;  and  in  the 
next  place,  by  the  fuccefs  of  Laudon,  as  well 
againfl:  Fouquet  as  at  the  liege  of  Glatz.  Lau¬ 
don,  having  no  more  enemies  to  face,  imagined 
himfelf  in  fufficient  force  to  reduce  Brellau, 
without  the  aid  of  the  Ruffians.  Thither  he 
marched,  and  bombarded  the  city,  a  part  of 
which  was  reduced  to  allies. 

Prince  Henry,  informed  of  this  attack,  haf- 
tily  marched  on  the  two  lides  of  the  Oder. 
Werner,  at  the  head  of  the  van-guard  of  one  of 
his  columns,  beat  a  corps  of  obfervation,  which 
the  enemy  had  fent  forward  toward  Parchwitz, 
and  ruined  the  regiment  of  dragoons  of  the  arch¬ 
duke 
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duke  Jofeph.  This  accident,  added  to  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  his  royal  highnefs,  difpofed  Laudon 
to  raife  the  fiege  of  Brellau,  which  had  been  de¬ 
fended  by  the  governor  Tauenzien  with  forti¬ 
tude  and  fagacity.  A  part  of  the  fuburbs  was  fa- 
crificed  in  the  defence,  and  obliged  to  be  burnt. 
Here  prince  Henry  arrived  on  the  fame  day 
that  Laudon  had  retired  to  Canth,  and  the 
Ruffians  had  marched  to  Hundsfeld.  The  prince 
detached  Platen  and  Thadden  to  Freywalde, 
where  they  intrenched  themfelves,  in  a  polition 
which  they  affumed,  to  cover  the  Polifh  fuburb 
of  Brellau  againft  the  attempts  of  the  Coffacks. 

The  other  part  of  the  letter  of  marfhal  Daun, 
which  contained  his  plans  for  the  campaign, 
related  to  the  queftion  whether  it  would  be  molt 
advantageous  to  undertake  the  liege  of  Schweid- 
nitz  or  of  Neifs.  He  concluded  by  informing 
general  Lafcy  that  there  was  no  need  to  hurry 
himfelf,  or  to  fatigue  his  troops;  lince  his  ar¬ 
rival  a  day  fooner  or  later  was  of  no  importance. 

After  having  intercepted  this  courier,  the 
army  of  the  king  continued  its  march  to  Arnf- 
dorf,  and  arrived  on  the  morrow  at  Roth  walker, 
and  at  Bunzlau  on  the  7th  of  Auguft;  while 
marlhal  Daun,  in  the  mean  time,  had  gained 
Lowenberg.  The  two  armies,  which  in  five 
days  had  palled  over  a  trail  extending  from  the 
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Elbe  to  the  Bober,  were  obliged  to  take  fomcf 
repofe:  They  continued  their  march  on  the 
9th,  with  very  different  intentions.  The  king 
was  obliged  to  renew  his  fubftftence.  For  this 
purpofe  he  wiflied  to  gain  Breflau  or  Schweid¬ 
nitz,  in  which  were  the  grand  magazines  of  the 
army.  The  fupplies  he  had  with  him  were  not 
more  than  fufficient  for  ten  days.  The  defigri 
of  the  marfhal  was  to  take  a  politico,  behind  the 
Katzbach,  by  which  he  might  at  once  cut  off 
the  king  from  Breflau  and  Schweidnitz.  This 
would  oblige  the  latter  either  to  engage  with 
difad  vantage,  againft  fuperiour  powers,  or  to  fall 
back  toward  Glogau,  by  which  he  would  have 
afforded  an  opportunity  to  the  Auftrians  and 
Ruffians  to  deftroy  the  army  of  prince  Henry, 
and  take  Breflau  and  Schweidnitz. 

Views  fo  oppofite  muft  neceffarily  produce 
ftrange  contrails  in  the  operations  of  the  two 
armies,  as  we  foon  (hall  perceive.  The  king, 
paft  contradiction,  was  guilty  of  a  miftake  in 
inclining  toward  Goldberg,  whither  marfhal 
Daun  intended  to  march  with  his  whole  army. 
The  Pruffians  ought  to  have  fent  a  detachment 
to  that  fide,  and  to  have  haftened  with  their 
forces  by  Lowenberg,  to  Hirfchberg,  to  ruin 
the  bakery  and  the  very  confiderable  magazine 
of  provifions,  eftablifhed  there  by  the  Auftrians.- 

Hence 
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Hence  they  had  only  to  pafs  through  Landfhut, 
and  gain  Schweidnitz.  This  manoeuvre  would 
have  obliged  the  enemy,  without  a  battle,  to 
retreat  among  the  mountains  of  Bohemia,  there 
to  obtain  bread  and  fubfiftence.  The  true  rea- 
fon  why  this  attempt  was  not  made  was  a  total 
ignorance  that  the  Imperialifts  had  magazines 
at  Hirfchberg ;  which  was  not  known  till 
afterward. 

The  king  departed  with  his  van-guard  for 
Goldberg.  The  huffars  and  free  battalions  that 
were  to  join  him  did  not  come  up;  whether  it 
happened  from  miftake,  indolence,  or  other 
reafons.  The  corps  that  the  king  conducted, 
approaching  Goldberg,  perceived  a  body  of  the 
enemy,  which  might  amount  to  ten  thoufand 
men.  A  fkirmifh  infenfibly  began,  which  flop¬ 
ped  the  van- guard  ;  for  in  this  fituation  it  would 
have  been  imprudent  to  pafs  the  Katzbach,  be- 
caufe  that  the  margrave  Charles,  who  led  the 
army,  was  flill  diflant,  and  there  was  no  cer¬ 
tainty  of  the  place  where  general  Laudon  then 
was.  Befide  that  marfhal  Daun  was  in  full 
march.  The  latter  was  feen  defeending  the 
heights  of  Lowenberg,  precifely  when  the  van 
of  the  margrave  Charles  joined  the  van-guard. 
The  Auftrians  immediately  extended  behind 
the  Katzbach,  from  Seiferdau,  through  Prauf- 

nitz. 
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nitz,  toward  Zofnitz.  This  motion  obliged 
the  P ruffians  to  keep  the  rivulet  in  their  front,- 
and  they  encamped  at  Hohendorf.  From  this 
village  the  corps  of  Laudon  was  difcovered, 
which  had  joined  the  right  of  the  army  of  Daun. 
Reconnoitring  parties  were  fent  on  all  fides,  to 
examine  whether  the  paffages  lower  down  the 
Katzbach  were  in  like  manner  guarded.  The 
officer,  ordered  to  execute  this  commiffion,  re¬ 
ported  they  had  difcovered  a  corps  of  the  enemy 
at  Hochkirch,  another  on  the  height  of  Wahl- 
fladt,  and  a  third  behind  Parchwitz* 

On  the  morrow,  marfhal  Daun  began  to 
march ;  and  filled  the  ground  with  his  whole 
army,  which  had  only  been  indicated,  or  traced 
out,  by  thefe  detachments,  the  principal  polls 
of  which  they  had  but  occupied.  This  army 
was  thus  diftributed.  Nauendorf  encamped  at 
Parchwitz;  Laudon  between  Jefchendorf  and 
Kofchwitz  ;  the  marfhal  between  Wahlftadt  and 
Jefchendorf ;  and  Beck,  who  formed  the  left, 
extended  even  beyond  Coffendau.  This  ad¬ 
vantageous  pofition  of  the  enemy,  paffc  all  doubt, 
forbade  the  palfage  of  the  Katzbach  to  the  Pruf- 
fians.  The  king  neverthelefs  followed,  and  en¬ 
camped  his  right  at  Schimmelwitz,  and  his  left 
at  Lignitz.  He  well  underflood  that  with  thirty 
thoufand  men,  who  conftituted  the  chief  ftrength 

of 
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t>f  his  army,  it  was  but  little  proper  to  combat 
ninety  thousand  ;  to  which  number  the  force  of 
the  enemy,  at  leaft,  amounted.  In  this  fitua- 
tion  he  could  imagine  rto  better  expedient  than 
that  of  imitating  the  condudt  of  a  partifan,  who 
nightly  varies  his  pofition  that  he  may  efcape 
the  misfortunes  an  army  might  bring  on  him, 
fhould  he  want  activity  and  vigilance.  This 
became  a  neceffary  and  important  attention, 
from  the  quantity  of  combined  difficulties  which, 
to  obtain  fuccefs,  mull  be  furmounted.  The 
fafety  of  the  army  required  a  change  of  polls  £ 
yet  the  progrefs  of  an  enemy  thrice  its  llrength 
mult  be  flopped  ;  and  this  fuperior  army  mull 
be  continually  faced,  that  it  might  not  turn  on 
prince  Henry,  who  already  had  to  make  head 
againll  an  army  of  eighty  thoufand  Ruffians. 
So  many  purpofes  could  only  be  effe&ed  by 
frequent  change  of  pofition ;  without,  at  any 
time,  being  at  too  great  a  dillance  from  the 
enemy.  Thus  was  the  marlhal  deluded;  the 
camp  affumed  was  reconnoitred;  his  difpofi- 
tions  were  made ;  but,  when  they  were  to  be 
put  into  execution,  he  no  longer  found  his 
foe,  and  thefe  formalities  were  again  to  recom¬ 
mence.  In  a  word,  time  was  thus  gained;  and, 
as  force  was  found  to  be  wanting,  addrefs  and 
vigilance  mull  fupply  the  deficiency. 

H 
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In  confequence  of  this  plan,  the  army  of  tri<? 
king  began  its  march  on  the  night  of  the  ioth 
His  intention  was  to  turn  the  enemy  by  Jauer7 
to  gain  Schweidnitz.  When  the  troops  were  in 
the  vicinity  of  Hohendorf,  information  was  re¬ 
ceived  that  Lafcy  had  arrived  at  Praufnitz,  and 
this  was  confirmed  by  fome  prifoners.  As  it  was 
impofiible  to  pafs  the  Katzbach,  in  prefence  of 
this  corps,  and  of  the  batteries  the  enemy  had 
eftablifhed  on  the  banks  of  the  rivulet,  the  army 
was  obliged  to  recede  as  far  as  Goldberg.  This 
circuit  gave  Lafcy  fufficient  time  to  retire,  and 
to  inform  Daun  of  the  Pruffian  manoeuvre.  The 
unevennefs  of  the  country  was  ufeful  to  general 
Lafcy,  on  that  occafion,  ably  to  efcape  the  me¬ 
ditated  attack.  He  loft  his  baggage  indeed, 
but  marfhal  Daun  with  the  grand  army  arrived 
in  time  for  his  fupport.  Taking  poft  at  Hen- 
nerfdorf,  he  could  cover  Jauer,  and  cut  off  the 
Pruffians  from  the  road  of  Schweidnitz.  Gene¬ 
rals  Laudon  and  Nauendorf  ftill  remained  in 
their  former  camp;  as  if  marfhal  Daun  had 
confided  to  them  the  defence  of’the  Katzbach. 

The  Pruffian  army,  impeded  by  four  or  five 
defiles,  that  it  had  to  pafs,  arrived  late  in  face 
of  the  enemy.  Wied  was  obliged  to  take  poft 
at  Praufnitz,  to  guard  the  defile  that  was  in  the 
rear  of  the  left  of  the  king,  and  the  army  en-- 
*  .  camped; 
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camped  at  Seichau.  This  falfe  polition  was 
exprefsly  taken  to  deceive  the  enemy:  the  one 
really  chofen  was  a  hundred  paces  in  the  rear. 
There  was  no  rilk  in  taking  poll  at  Seichau, 
becaufe  that  the  other  ftrong  camp  might  be 
inftantly  affirmed.  On  the  morrow  fome  troops 
were  detached  to  Pomfen,  to  attempt  to  turn 
the  enemy,  by  taking  the  route  of  Jaegerndorf, 
among  the  mountains;  but  Beck  was  there  al¬ 
ready,  with  a  conliderable  corps,  fo  that  it  was 
thought  improper  to  undertake  this  march. 
The  crofs  roads  among  thefe  mountains  are  fo 
narrow  that  the  provifion  waggons,  which  were 
loaded,  and  the  heavy  artillery,  never  could 
have  paffed. 

The  king,  on  the  morrow,  occupied  the  tops 
of  the  hills,  notwithftanding,  and  polled  his 
troops.  A  body  of  deferters,  that  came  in, 
unanimoully  affirmed  orders  had  been  given  in 
their  camp  for  the  men  to  hold  themfelves  in 
readinefs  to  attack  the  Pruffians,  toward  noon. 
Accordingly  the  Auftrians  were  feen  in  order 
of  battle,  before  their  place  of  arms;  and,  in 
cOnfequence  of  the  motion  the  king  made  with 
his  troops,  the  enemy  was  not  only  obferved  to 
return  to  the  camp,  but  the  generals  prefently 
appeared,  who  feemed  till  the  clofe  of  night 
Very  attentively  to  obferve  the  Pruffians.  Had 
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the  king  remained  in  his  pofition  all  nightj 
he  would  indubitably  have  been  attacked  by 
break  of  day,  on  the  morrow.  Though  his 
pofition  was  good,  it  would  have  been  too  ha¬ 
zardous  to  remain  there  ;  and  he  had  to  dread 
falling  by  the  number  of  his  enemies.  He  de¬ 
parted  by  night;  the  troops  returned  on  the 
road  to  Lignitz,  to  occupy  the  camp  they  had 
left  the  day  before.  Marlhal  Daun  had  no  in¬ 
formation  of  this  march,  and  made  no  motion. 
The  prince  of  Holftein,  who  led  the  left  of  the 
cavalry,  loft  his  road  in  the  dark,  and  confufed 
the  march  of  the  other  columns,  which  were 
not  reftored  to  order  till  day-light  appeared. 
Had  the  Auftrians  attacked  the  king  in  this  mo¬ 
ment  of  confufion,  they  muft  have  been  fuc- 
cefsful ;  but  concerning  this  they  did  not  trou¬ 
ble  themfelves.  The  troops  peaceably  paffed 
the  Katzbach  (the  13th)  and  the  army  encoun* 
tered  no  other  danger  but  that  of  a  warm  can¬ 
nonade,  as  they  fkirted  the  detachments  of  Lau- 
don,  at  Coffendau  and  Dohna. 

Some  few  hours  after  the  Pruffians  had  eredt- 
ed  their  tents,  Daun  and  his  army  appeared  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  corps  under  Beck,  Janus,  and 
Lafc  y .  He  encamped  on  the  fame  ground  that 
he  had  occupied  two  days  before.  The  king 
received  fecret  advice  that  Czernichef,  at  the 

head 


HISTORY  OF  THE  SEVEN  YEARS  WAR.  101 

head  of  twenty  thoufand  Ruffians,  had  paffed 
the  Oder,  at  Auras,  and  that  the  Auftrians  only 
waited  his  junction  to  overwhelm  the  Pruffians. 
Marfhal  Daun  had  more  than  troops  fufficient; 
it  was  not  numbers  that  he  wanted,  but  the 
talent  to  employ  them  with  timely  promptitude. 
The  fituation  of  the  king  was  fuch,  at  this  time, 
that  he  had  only  bread  and  bifeuits  fufficient  for 
three  days ;  he  was  encumbered  by  two  thou¬ 
fand  baggage  waggons  of  ammunition  and  fub-. 
fftence,  which  prodigioufly  embarraffed  his 
marches,  and  of  which  he  endeavoured  to  rid 
himfelf,  that  he  might  impart  more  celerity  to 
his  motions.  He  no  longer  could  remain  near 
Lignitz,  becaufe  that  his  right  was  not  fuffi- 
ciently  fupported  at  Schimmelwitz,  nor  could 
he  prevent  its  being  turned  by  the  enemy.  The 
Katzbadh  therefore  muft  be  repaffed  at  Lignitz; 
the  ufelefs  waggons  fent  to  Glogau,  to  obtain 
provifions ;  the  army  muft  march  to  Parchwitz, 
to  pufh  paft  this  place,  or  beyond  the  Oder,  in 
order,  by  one  means  or  another,  to  gain  the 
army  of  prince  Henry,  which  muft  neceffarily 
be  joined  ;  becaufe  that  thefe  two  feparate  corps 
were  each  too  feeble  to  oppofe  the  Auftrians 
and  Ruffians ;  and  becaufe  there  was  danger 
fhat,  by  continuing  them  feparate,  they  muft 
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finally  be  crufhed;  after  which  deftru&ion  would 
have  been  inevitable. 

Two  enemies,  who  for  a  fucceffion  of  years 
make  war  on  each  other,  acquire  intelligence  fo 
perfect  of  their  reciprocal  manner  of  thinking, 
a&ing,  and  projecting,  that  they  mutually  di¬ 
vine  each  other’s  intents.  That  of  the  Auftrians 
was  pof  dvely  to  attack  the  king.  It  might  be 
judged,  by  the  polition  of  the  enemy’s  corps, 
that  Laffy  was  deftined  to  turn  the  right  of  the 
Pruffians;  that  Daun  was  to  prefent  himfelf  in 
front ;  and  that  Laudon  would  probably  occupy 
the  heights  of  Pfaffendorf,  behind  Lignitz, 

i  i 

to  cut  off  the  road  of  Glogau,  and  retreat. 
Thefe  confiderations  caufed  it  to  be  determined 
on  to  quit  the  camp  of  Lignitz,  the  fame  night, 
and  re  oafs  the  Katzbach,  according  to  the  pro¬ 
ject  above  ftated. 

This  could  not  have  been  executed  by  day; 
the  proximity  of  the  Auftrian  camp  was  too 
great.  The  enemy  would  not  have  failed  to 
attack  the  rear-guard,  which  muft  have  been 
difad  yantageous  to  the  Pruffians,  becaufe  that 
the  ground  of  their  right  overlooked  that  of 
their  left,  by  which  they  were  obliged  to  retire. 
The  baggage  was  all  fent  away,  under  an  effort 
of  two  free  battalions,  and  a  hundred  horfe, 
which  conduced  it  to  Glogau.  The  king  and 

his 
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his  generals  weni  to  reconnoitre  the  height  of 
Pfaffendorf.  Here  he  intended  to  form  his 
army,  after  having  paffed  the  Katzbach,  at 
Lignitz,  that  he  might  direft  his  march  to 
Parchwitz.  At  the  decline  of  day  (15th)  the 
army  was  in  morion.  During  the  march  an 
Auftrian  officer,  by  birth  an  Irifhman,  who  had 
deferted,  was  brought  to  the  king.  He  was 
fo  intoxicated  that  he  could  only  ftammer  out 
he  had  a  fecret  of  importance  to  reveal.  After 
making  him  fwallow  fome  bafons  of  warm  water, 
to  relieve  his  ftomach,  he  affirmed  what  had 
been  divined,  that  Daun  meant  to  attack  the 
king  that  very  day.  But  the  Pruffians  had 
nothing  to  fear;  they  had  left  the  fcene,  and 
.confequently  had  deranged  the  plan  of  the 
enemy,  which  had  been  formed  according  to 
the  ground  they  had  quitted.  When  the  king 
attained  the  heights  of  Pfaffendorf,  he  lent 
Hund  to  reconnoitre  befide  Binowitz  and  Pol- 
nifchildern.  The  army  mean  time  was  formed 
in  order  of  battle,  on  the  ground  that  had  been 
affigned.  Hund  haftily  returned,  and  informed 
the  king  he  had' fallen  in  with  two  columns  of 
infantry,  and  two  of  cavalry,  belonging  to 
Laudon,  who  was  on  the  full  march,  and  not 
far  diftant.  To  make  head  againft  thefe,  not 
g,  moment  muft  be  loft.  The  king  divided  his 
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army  into  two  corps ;  his  right,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Ziethen  and  Wedel,  remained  ftation- 
ary  on  the  place  where  it  had  formed,  and 
quickly  eredted  batteries  to  fweep  the  two  roads 
of  Lignitz,  which  were  the  only  ones  by  which 
Daun  could  march  to  the  attack ;  at  the  fame 
time  he  changed  his  pofition  to  the  left,  where 
he  formed  the  right  toward  the  Katzbach,  and 
the  left  toward  a  pond  This  whole  corps  con¬ 
fided  but  of  fixteen  battalions  and  thirty  fquad- 
rons.  While  the  infantry  took  this  direction, 
the  cavalry,  which  had  advanced  to  cover  it, 
fkirmifhed  hotly  with  the  enemy,  which  con¬ 
tinued  till  a  heavy  battery  had  been  raifed  on 
an  eminence  that  overlooked  the  whole  vicinity. 

Thefe  arrangements  made,  the  cavalry  re¬ 
ceived  orders  to  retire,  which  were  well  execut¬ 
ed.  Moft  of  them  were  diftributed  in  the  rear, 
to  fupport  the  infantry;  the  regiment  of  Kroc- 
kow  and  feme  huffars  excepted,  which  were 
thrown  on  the  left  to  obferve  the  foe  on  that 
fide.  Laudon  however  expended  nothing  lefs 
than  a  battle  :  he  well  imagined  he  had  fome 
troops  in  his  pretence,  but  it  was  fo  dark  that 
he  could  neither  difeern  the  Priiffians  nor  their 
pofition.  He  was  not  preceded  by  a  van-guard, 
becaufe  he  intended  to  furprife  fome  free  bat¬ 
talions,  that  had  the  day  before  encamped  at 
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PfafFendorf,  with  the  park  of  provifions,  which 
he  imagined  he  flill  fhould  find  there.  The 
grand  battery,  conftru&ed  on  the  heights,  then 
played  upon  the  enemy.  The  head  of  the  Au- 
ftrian  columns  was  not  more  than  eight  hun¬ 
dred  paces  diftant,  and  the  artillery  made  a 
great  impreffion  on  thefe  clofe  bodies.  Lau- 
don  now  perceived  his  calculation  was  errone¬ 
ous.  Defirous  of  forming  his  troops,  he  could 
only  prefent  a  front  of  five  battalions.  This 
line  the  Pruffians  attacked,  and  it  was  immedi¬ 
ately  overthrown  ;  he  inftantly  advanced  with 
his  cavalry  to  take  thofe  in  flank  and  rear  by 
whom  he  was  attacked  ;  but  he  neither  knew  the 
ground,  nor  could  find  his  way  in  the  dark. 
His  cavalry  rooted  the  dragoons  of  Krockow ; 
but,  taken  in  flank  by  the  cuirafliers  of  Frie- 
derick,  it  was  repulfed  in  turn,  and  driven  into 
the  marfhes,  from  which  it  was  with  difficulty 
relieved.  At  dawn  of  day  the  infantry  charged 
the  fecond  line  of  the  Auftrians.  As  this  was 
remarked  to  be  deranged,  fome  fquadrons  of 
cavalry  were  let  loofe  upon  it,  which  penetrated 
and  took  mod  of  the  line  prifoners.  The  flut¬ 
tered  bufhes  upon  this  ground  were  extraordina¬ 
rily  ufeful  to  conceal  the  bodies  of  cavalry,  that 
fell  unexpeftedly  on  the  enemy,  and  put  him 
to  the  rout.  This  Laudon  attempted  to  prac- 
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cife  likewife;  his  cavalry  attacked  the  Prufllap 
infantry ,•  but  it  was  prefently  repulfed  by  the 
cavalry  of  the  king.  In  fine,  after  five  fuccef- 
five  attacks  on  the  five  lines  of  the  Auftrians, 
each  of  five  battalions,  the  confufion  of  the 
enemy  became  fo  general  that  the  whole  corps 
was  put  to  the  rout,  and  fled  toward  Binowitz,  to 
repafs  the  Katzbach,  in  the  utmofl;  diforder. 
Some  fmall  parties  were  fent  in  purfuit  of  the 
fugitives.  Mollendorf  fet  fire  to  the  village  of 
jBinowitz,  where  he  took  many  prifoners. 

The  king  would  not  purfue  Laudon  more 
hotly,  becaufe  he  might  ftand  in  need  of  the 
troops,  by  whofe  aid  he  had  gained  the  vidtory, 
to  join  them  to  his  right,  and  give  battle  to 
marflial  Daun.  The  marfhal  had  pafled  the 
whole  night  with  his  troops  in  columns,  near 
the  rivulet  which  feparated  his  army  from  the 
former  Pruflian  camp.  The  king  had  the  pre¬ 
caution  to  leave  fome  huflars  ;  who,  giving  the 
word  like  patroles  and  centinels,  kept  the  ene¬ 
my  in  perfuafion  that  the  Pruflians  ftill  were 
there.  On  the  firft  appearance  of  light,  Daun 
and  Lafcy  put  themfelves  in  motion  to  attack 
the  Pruflians.  How  great  was  their  furprife  to 
find  an  empty  camp,  and  to  gain  no  intelli¬ 
gence  of  what  was  become  of  the  Pruflian  army! 
Jt  may  be  faid  that  fortune  w7as  determined 
%  pothing 
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nothing  fhould  fucceed  with  the  Austrians,  on. 
that  day ;  the  very  wind  was  againft  them. 
Neither  the  marfhal  nor  Lafcy  heard  the  firing 
of  the  artillery,  behind  Pfaffendorf,  at  the  dis¬ 
tance  of  half  a  mile,  although  there  were  at 
lead  two  hundred  cannon  playing  in  the  two 
armies. 

The  marfhal  long  remained  uncertain  how  to 
aft.  After  much  council  and  many  opinions 
he  refolved  to  pafs  the  Katzbach,  at  Lignitz, 
and  attack  the  corps  of  Ziethen,  which  he  faw 
in  order  of  battle.  He  fent  Lafcy  higher  up  to 
pafs  the  Schwarzwaffer.  This  was  impoffible, 
at  leaft  without  making  a  circuit  of  a  fnile  and  a 
half  to  find  a  bridge,  for  the  banks  of  the  rivu¬ 
let  were  marfhy,  and  pontoons  were  infuffici- 
ent ;  c^ufeways  muft  be  thrown  up,  to  pafs 
beyond  Lignitz.  The  battle  was  won,  and 
the  king  came  at  the  very  moment  to  his  right 
when  the  van -guard  of  marfhal  Daun  was  per¬ 
ceived  leaving  Lignitz ;  but  this  body  had 
been  fo  difturbed  by  the  Pruffian  artillery  that 
its  countenance  predi&ed  it  was  on  the  point  of 
quitting  the  ground.  To  finifli  the  affair,  and 
to  confirm  marfhal  Daun  in  the  defeat  of  Lau- 
don,  which  he  already  fufpefted,  in  fine  to  ac¬ 
celerate  Daun’s  retreat,  the  king  made  a  rejoic¬ 
ing  in  his  army.  Scarcely  was  the  fecond  dis¬ 
charge 
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charge  of  running  fire  ended  before  the  columns 
of  the  enemy  fell  back,  and  once  more  paired 
the  Katzbach,  near  Lignitz. 

A  Ikirmilb  the  fame  day  was  fought  in  the 
foreft.  Mitchel  the  Englifh  ambaflador  with 
fome  fecretaries,  and  the  baggage  of  the  quar¬ 
ters  of  the  court,  had  been  fent  there,  under 
an  efcort  of  a  company  of  grenadier  guards. 
This  corps  was  attacked  by  three  hundred  dra¬ 
goons  and  huflars.  Prittwitz,  the  commander, 
defended  himfelf  fo  well  that  he  loft  not  the 
leaft  article  of  the  baggage  given  to  his  charge. 

The  battle  of  PfafFendorf  coft  Laudon  ten 
thoufand  men  :  the  field  was  heaped  with  Au- 
ftrians.  The  Pruffians  occupied  ground  which 
extended  like  a  glacis,  continually  lowering  on 
the  fide  where  the  enemy  made  the  attack  ;  this 
gave  them  the  fuperiority  of  fire,  and  advan¬ 
tages  over  their  aflailants.  They  took  two 
generals,  eighty  officers,  fix  thoufand  foldiers, 
twenty  three  pair  of  colours,  and  eighty  two 
cannon. 

The  fruits  of  viftory  would  ftill  have  periflied, 
had  not  the  Katzbach  been  immediately  pafled 
at  Parchwitz  ;  the  enemy  was  in  confufion  and 
difperfed.  On  one  fide,  the  (battered  corps  of 
Laudon  fled  at  random,  toward  W ahlftadt ;  on 
the  other,  was  marfhal  Daun,  in  the  camp  the 
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Pruffians  had  held  die  day  before,  indeter~ 
mined  how  to  aft ;  while  Lafcy  wandered  a 
mile  diftant,  in  fruitlefs  fearch  of  a  ford  over 
the  Schwarzwaffer.  This,  beyond  doubt,  was 
the  moment  by  which  to  profit,  that  the  enemy 
might  not  have  time  to  recolleft  himfelf.  The 
king  immediately  marched  with  his  left,  which 
had  been  in  the  battle,  to  Parchwitz.  Nauen- 
dorf,  ftationed  on  the  other  fide  of  the  rivulet, 
finding  himfelf  too  feeble  to  refill  the  Pruffians, 
abandoned  the  paffage  fo  long  and  fo  obftinate- 
ly  difputed.  A  camp  was  marked  out  for  the 
army,  beyond  Parchwitz  :  hither  Ziethen  was, 
in  like  manner,  to  repair,  waiting  on  the  field  of 
battle  only  fo  long  as  was  neceffary  to  colleft 
the  wounded  Pruffians,  amounting  to  eleven 
hundred  men.  Information  was  received,  at 
Parchwitz,  that  Czernichef  had  been  encamped 
fome  days  at  Liffa  :  this  afforded  new  caufe  of 
apprehenlion.  He  might  be  joined  by  the  Au- 
ftrians  -7  or  he  might  take  a  pofition  at  Neu- 
marck  ;  and  it  would  have  been  vexatious  to 
have  had  the  queftion  again  difputed  which  had 
fo  lately  been  decided  by  a  battle.  Every 
means  mufl  be  attempted  to  get  free  from  an 
enemy  whom  there  was  no  wifh  to  combat. 
Stratagem  was  employed  :  the  king  wrote  to  the 
prince  his  brother  that  he  had  entirely  defeated 
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the  Auftrians ;  that  he  was  conftru&ing  a  bridge 
over  the  Oder,  in  order  to  treat  the  Ruffians 
with  equal  complacency  ;  that  he  intended  to  at¬ 
tack  Soltikow,  and  intreated  the  prince  to  make 
fuch  motions  on  his  part  a$  had  been  concerted. 
This  letter  was  given  to  a  peafant,  and  very 
large  rewards  were  promifed  him,  that  he  fhould 
immediately  depart,  and  fuffer  himfelf  to  be 
taken  by  the  advanced  pofts  of  Czernichef,  to 
whom  he  fhould  remit  this  letter,  as  if  from  the 
fear  of  chafhifement. 

Though  it  might  not  be  divined  how’  effec¬ 
tually  the  peafant  fhould  acquit  himfelf  of  his 
part,  nor  what  impreffion  the  reading  of  this 
letter  might  make  on  Czernichef,  ftill  the  army 
of  the  king  departed  on  the  morrow,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  on  its  march,  in  three  columns,  rather  in 
the  order  of  an  effort  of  a  convoy  than  that  of  a 
cuftomary  march.  The  king  led  the  column  of 
the  right,  and  covered  the  march,  toward  the 
Auftrians.  Krockow  led  a  ftrong  van- guard 
before  the  fecond  column,  followed  by  the  pri- 
foners,  the  artillery  taken  from  the  enemy,  and 
the  wounded  Pruffians.  The  prince  of  Hol- 
ftein  conducted  the  third  column,  compofed  of 
light  horfe,  and  fupported  by  fome  battalions, 
to  cover  the  convoy  againft  the  Coffacks,  who 
might  pafs  the  Oder  from  Leubus,  where  they 

were 
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Were  polled,  over  certain  fords,  becaufe  that 
the  waters 'were  low.  Ziethen,  with  all  the 
troops  that  had  not  been  engaged,  brought  up 
the  rear.  The  king  prefently  found  Nauen- 
dorf  on  the  road,  who  was  polled  at  Moticht, 
whence  he  was  dillodged  by  fome  vollies  from 
the  artillery.  The  Pruffian  huffars  perceived 
a  column  of  the  enemy’s  baggage  on  the  route, 
feebly  efcorted  ;  this  they  fell  upon,  and  made 
a  confiderable  booty.  The  prifoners  faid  this 
baggage  belonged  to  the  corps  of  the  prince  of 
Lowenltein,  and  general  Beck,  who  were  on 
the  full  march  for  Neumarck,  where  they  were 
to  be  joined  by  the  Ruffians;  belide  which,  about 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  diftant,  on  the  right  of 
the  king,  the  whole  army  of  Daun  was  difcovered 
on  its  march,  though  it  could  not  be  dif- 
tinguilhed  whether  its  route  was  directed  toward 
Neumarck,  Canth,  or  Schweidnitz.  This  Si¬ 
tuation  was  perhaps  the  moll  ungracious,  moll 
difquieting,  of  the  whole  campaign.  The 
army  had  only  bread  for  one  day:  had  the 
Ruffians  prevented  it  drawing  any  from  Breflau,- 
and  marlhal  Daun  from  the  fortrefs  of  Schweid¬ 
nitz,  the  late  victory  would  have  become  inef¬ 
fectual.  For  how  might  the  enemy  be  encoun¬ 
tered,  when  fix  thoufand  prifoners,  and  eleven 
hundred  wounded,  were  to  be  guarded?  How 
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Cruel  muft  it  have  been  to  have  fallen  back  to 
Glogau  ! 

When  the  van  of  the  columns  however  had 
gained  Blumerode,  the  king  haftened  forward, 
with  fome  huffars ;  and,  gliding  through  the 
1  foreft,  he  approached  fufficiently  near  to  Neu- 
mar<k,to  difcover  that  there  v^a^acitlier  troops 
nor  camp  on  the  other  iicle.  v  An  officer  was 
fent  on  the  fcout,  who  prefently  returned  to  the 
"kjng  with  an  Auftrian  lieutenant-colonel,  whom 
he  hSd  token  in  Neumarck  itfelf,  and  who,  be¬ 
come  defperate  at  being  taken,  told  every  thing 
he  knew,  to  prove  that  his  misfortune  was  not 
his  fault.  He  was  very  angry  with  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  ;  faid  he  had  been  charged  with  a  meflage 
to  Czernichef ;  that  he  had  not  only  not  found 
him  but  that,  the  very  bridge  having  beers 
broken  down,  he  could  not  join  him,  for  he 
could  not  pafs  the  Oder. 

All  fears  now  vanifhed,  and  the  army  tran¬ 
quilly  affumed  its  camp  at  Neumarck.  As  a 
communication  with  Brefiau  was  regained,  and 
fubfiftence  fecured,  fome  repofe  was  given  to 
the  men,  who  for  nine  fucceffive  days,  perpe¬ 
tually  in  a£tion,  had  with  heroic  conftancy  fup- 
ported  excefiive  fatigue,  and  had  furmount- 
ed  every  difficulty  they  were  obliged  to  en-? 
counter. 


The 
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The  peafant  who  had  been  Tent  with  a  letter 
to  prince  Henry  very  excellently  performed  his 
commiffion.  Scarcely  had  Czernichef  read  it  be¬ 
fore  he  repaired  the  Oder,  the  very  fame  night, 
and  haftened  with  all  poffible  fpeed  to  Soltikow, 
apprehenfive  he  fhould  arrive  too  late. 

The  Auftrian  army  had  taken  a  pofition  on 
the  Pitfchenberg  :  Laudon  kept  at  Striegau, 
and  the  prince  of  Lowenftein  had  been  ordered 
to  advance  upon  the  hill  of  Wurben,  where  his 
corps  laid  a  fmall  reftraint  on  the  fortrefs  of 
SphweidnitZ. 

During  all  thefe  manoeuvres  of  the  Auftrians 
and  P ruffians,  prince  Henry  had  paffed  the 
Oder,  and  encamped  at  Hunern,  that  he 
might  approach  the  Ruffians.  Soltikow  foon 
after  retired  through  Trachenberg  and  Herren- 
ftadt  into  Poland.  The  prince  followed  him 
as  far  as  Vinzig ;  but  as  the  two  Pruffian  armies 
could  undertake  nothing  of  importance,  while 
they  fhould  remain  feparate,  it  was  determined 
that  Goltz  fhould  obferve  the  Ruffians,  with  a 
detachment  of  twelve  thoufand  men,  and  fhould 
eftablilli  himfelf  in  the  vicinage  of  Glogau. 
The  reft  of  the  army  of  the  prince  repaired  the 
Oder,  on  the  29th,  and  joined  the  king,  who 
encamped  in  the  environs  of  Brellau,  between 
I  Arnoldf- 
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Arnoldfm-uhle  and  Grofs  Mochber.  It  \va'§ 
time  to  fpeed  to  the  fuccour  of  Schweidnitz, 
the  fiege  of  which  they  were  about  to  com¬ 
mence. 

The  king  b£gan  his  rfrarch  on  the  30th,  and 
from  Wernerfdorf  difcovered  the  camp  of  Daun* 
at  the  Pitfchenberg,  and  that  of  Lafcy  on  the 
hill  of  Zobtem  A  heavy  body  of  Auftrian 
cavalry,  that  had  a  rencontre  with  the  van¬ 
guard,  was  repulfed  and  purfued  under  the 
very  cannon  of  the  marfhal.  Still  it  was  not 
expedient  to  file  off  the  army  between  two 
corps  of  the  enemy.  The  king  with  his  left 
turned  to  Rogau,  and  took  a  pofition  in  face 
of  the  hill  of  Zobten,  near  Ptfchiderwitz  :  fome 
tents  were  erected  to  make  an  appearance,  while 
Ziethen  filed  off  among  the  bulhes,  and  filently 
gained  the  defile  of  Muhlendorf,  which  ended 
at  the  plain  of  Reichenbaeh  and  SchweidnitZ; 
In  the  evening,  the  army  in  t\tfo  columns  pur¬ 
fued  this  road.  The  van-guard  at  Pfaffendorf 
met  with  two  hundred  dragoons  of  St.  Ignon; 
who,  going  on  the  fcout,  fuddenly  fell  upon 
the  Pruffian  huffars.  The  advanced  troops  of 
the  king  were  thrown  into  cofifufion,  but  the 
regiment  of  Ziethen  gave  chafe  to  the  enemy,- 
and  made  forty  prifoners. 
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The  army,  having  by  this  march  regained  its 
communication  with  Schweidnitz,  encamped  at 
Kbltfchen,  a  fhort  mile  from  the  fortrefs.  At 
break  of  day  marlhal  Daun  learnt  that  he  was 
turned,  and  inceffantly  abandoned  the  hill  of 
Zobten,  and  the  Pitfchenberg,  and  alfumed  the 
camp  of  Kunzendorf.  His  right  was  fupported 
by  the  hill  of  Btlrkerfdorf,  and  his  left  extended 
as  far  as  Hohenfriedberg.  The  corps  of  Janus 
occupied  the  {freights  of  Wartha  and  Silber- 
berg ;  and  Nauendorf  held  the  polls  of  the 
Spitzberg,  and  the  Streitberg,  near  Striegau. 

On  the  morrow  (September  iff)  the  army  took 
the  camp  of  Palz,  where  it  remained;  but,  as 
this  was  not  a  favourable  polition  to  diflodge 
the  enemy  from  the  hills,  on  the  3d  it  en¬ 
camped  at  Bunzelwitz.  The  whole  march 
was  fpent  in  combating,  firft  with  the  corps  of 
Ried,  at  Schonbrunn,  and  afterward  with  that 
of  Beck,  at  Jauernick ;  and,  as  Nauendorf 
muft  not  be  buffered  to  remain  at  Striegau, 
Ziethen  was  fent  to  attack  him,  and  he  was 
driven  as  far  as  Hohenfriedberg,  under  the 
batteries  of  Laudon.  Ziethen  having  taken 
four  hundred  prifoners  affumed  the  camp  of 
Striegau  himfelf,  from  which  he  had  expelled 
the  enemy.  The  king  wifhed  to  oblige  the 
Aullrians  to  quit  Sileffa,  that  he  might  be 
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enabled  to  fend  more  heavy  detachments  againffi 
the  Ruffians.  The  beft  means  of  effecting  this 
was  to  turn  the  pofition  of  the  Auftrians ;  either 
by  ruining  their  magazines  or  intercepting 
the  convoys  that  came  from  Bohemia.  The 
plan  was  not  eafy  of  execution,  for  the  enemy 
occupied  a  vaft  fpace,  the  circuit  of  which  was 
difficult  to  make,  lince  marfhal  Daun  might 
anticipate  the  Pruffians  by  a  fmall  motion  from 
his  centre  :  he  had  but  the  chord,  the  king  the 
arch  of  the  circle,  to  deferibe.  Be  the  obftacles 
what  they  might  the  neceffity  of  adting  was  not 
the  lefs ;  and  this  neceffity  was  fuperior  to  all 
other  confiderations ;  fuccefs  was  therefore  com¬ 
mitted  to  chance. 

On  the  night  of  the  nth  of  September,  the 
army  was  on  the  march  to  turn  the  heights  of 
Friedberg.  The  van-guard  gained  the  pafs  of 
Kauder.  Laudon,  when  he  faw  this  corps,  com¬ 
prehended  that  it  was  intended  to  turn  him,  aban¬ 
doned  his  pofition,  and  retreated  toward  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Reichenau.  Marfhal  Daun,  not  lefs 
attentive  to  the  motion  of  the  Pruffians,  prefented 
himfelf,  at  the  fame  time,  on  the  oppofite  fhore 
of  the  ravine  that  interfedls  Reichenau.  By  this 
march  he  faved  Laudon,  who  efcaped  the  dan¬ 
ger  with  which  he  was  menaced  by  the  Pruf¬ 
fians.  The  army  arrived  in  its  camp  at  the 
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clofe  of  day ;  the  foldier  fcarcely  had  time  to 
ere<5t  his  tent.  The  projed  of  the  king  was  to 
fend  a  detachment  againft  Landfhut,  where  the 
enemy  had  a  magazine  ;  but  the  execution  of 
this  was  obliged  to  be  deferred  till  the  morrow. 
Ziethen  was  ordered  on  this  fervice  by  break 
of  day.  He  was  to  follow  the  road  of  Harta 
and  Ruhbank  ;  but  an  unexpeded  accident  oc- 
cafioned  the  expedition  to  fail.  Beck  had  re¬ 
ceived  orders,  on  the  eve,  when  the  army  de¬ 
camped,  to  cover  the  right  of  Laudon.  On 
his  march  from  Hohenfriedberg  to  Reichenau, 
performed  in  the  dark,  he  difcovered  the  camp 
of  the  king,  which  he  fuppofed  to  be  that  of 
the  Auftrians,  and  placed  himfelf  on  the  left 
flank,  by  which  he  turned  his  back  on  the 
Pruffian  army.  The  king  was  informed  of  this, 
the  fame  night.  The  Pruffians  remained  under 
arms,  and  by  dawn  of  day  began  the  attack. 
Some  difcharges  of  artillery  threw  the  troops  of 
Beck  into  diforder ;  the  cavalry  charged  them 
at  the  fame  moment,  and  took  a  battalion  of 
pandours  of  eight  hundred  men.  The  corps 
of  Beck  was  purfued,  and  efcaped  to  Hohen¬ 
friedberg,  whence  it  was  repulfed  to  Ronftock. 
He  would  have  been  ftill  worfe  treated,  had  not 
the  prince  of  Lowenftein  fpeeded  to  his  fuc- 
cour,  with  frefh  troops,  who  collected  the  fugi- 
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tives  and  covered  the  retreat.  The  cannonade, 
and  fire  of  the  infantry  made  Ziethen  fuppofe. 
there  was  fome  ferious  engagement  on  the  left 
of  the  king,  and  he  would  not  venture  to  quit 
the  army,  at  the  moment  his  prefence  might 
become  neceffary.  He  therefore  deferred  his 
departure  till  noon ;  but  opportunity  was  paft, 
he  could  advance  no  further  than  Harta,  where 
he  encamped,  becaufe  that  Laudon  had  gar- 
nifhed  all  the  defiles  that  lead  to  Landfhut ;  and 
Lafcy,  with  twenty  thoufand  men,  had  affumed 
the  pofition  of  Ruhbank.  Nauendorf,  whofe 
corps  had  remained  encamped  at  Zirlau,  near 
Freybourg,  .in  the  mean  time  covered  the  plain, 
and  advanced  with  his  parties  as  far  as  Jau.er 
and  Ligiiitz.  The  king  fent  Krockow  to 
Wahlfladt,  and  he  furprifed  a  detachment  of 
Nauendorf,  of  more  than  three  hundred  men, 
whom  he  brought  prifoners  to  the  army. 

Marfhal  Daun  however  was  not  fo  tranquil 
as  he  appeared ;  he  prepared  the  roads  from 
Landfhut  to  Bolkenhayn,  caufe.d  troops  to  file 
off  to  Ruhbank,  and,  by  combining  thefe  pre¬ 
vious  meafures,  it  was  eafy  to  fuppofe  his  inten¬ 
tion  was  to  furprife  -the  army  of  the  king,  by  a 
circuitous  march,  and  take  it  in  the  rear,  from 
•the  road  of  Bolkenhayn,  which  was  repairing. 
This  rilk  might  be  avoided,  to  remain  expofed 
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to  which  would  have  been  temerity  ;  befide  that 
the  Pruffians  aft  better  on  the  pffenfive  than 
the  defenfive.  The  neighbouring  forage  too 
•was  confumed  ;  fo  that,  inftead  of  remaining 
under  the  incertainty  of  fuch  an  event,  the  king 
projected  to  t;urn  tlie  right  of  marflhal  Daun  with 
his  left,  in  contradiction  to  the  motion  that  he 
had  executed  with  his  right,  againft  Laudon. 
The  army  quitted  the  camp  of  Reichenau  and 
Baumgarten,  on  the  evening  of  the  16th.  The 
hrft  attempt  was  to  be  made  on  the  height  of 
Kunzpndorf ;  but  the  enemy,  being  enabled  to 
repair  thither  in  lefs  time,  prevented  the  Pruf- 
fians^  and  as  the  village  of  Cider  was  to  be 
paffed,  tire  prince  of  Lpwenftein,  who  encamped 
near  it,  firft  engaged  in  a  ikirmifh,  and  next 
kept  up  a  hot  cannonade.  The  direction 
of  the  army  of  the  king  was  three  thoufand 
paces  from  the  foot  of  thefe  mountains,  that  it 
might  be  lefs  expofed  to  the  Auftrian  artillery  ; 
but  the  enemy,  defcending  from  his  heights, 
fomewhat  deranged  the  meafures  that  had  been 
•taken.  Ziethen,  who  led  the  rear-guard,  had 
no  fooner  quitted  the  camp  than  he  was  con¬ 
tinually  harafled  during  his  route.  As  this 
dackened  his  march,  the  van  of  the  army  was 
more  than  once  obliged  to  halt,  that  the  dif- 
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tances  might  be  kept,  and  that  the  power  of 
mutual  fuccour  might  thus  be  preferved. 

When  the  van-guard  approached  Kunzendorf, 
huffars  and  dragoons  were  fent  to  occupy  that 
height.  The  infantry  could  not  follow  fuffi- 
ciently  faft  to  fuftain  the  horfe.  The  van  of 
marfhal  Daun  appeared,  at  the  fame  time,  com¬ 
ing  from  Furftenftein.  Too  feeble  to  maintain 
this  important  pod,  it  was  obliged  to  be  aban¬ 
doned  by  the  huffars  and  dragoons.  The  rear¬ 
guard,  which  had  greatly  retarded  the  march  of 
the  king,  occafioned  a  new  halt  befide  Schon- 
brunn,  to  give  it  time  to  join  the  rear  of  the  co¬ 
lumns.  The  generals  of  the  enemy,  hoping  to 
profit  by  the  occafion,  attacked  the  Pruffian  in¬ 
fantry  with  thirty  fquadrons  ;  but  they  were  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  artillery,  mingled  with  a  heavy 
fire  of  fmall  arms,  and  afterward  driven  back 
to  their  lines  by  the  cuiraffiers  of  Henry  and 
Seidlitz. 

At  length  the  king  gained  the  village  of  Bb- 
gendorf,  but  flill  paced  by  the  Imperialifts. 
His  van-guard  proceeded  to  the  heights  of  Ho- 
hengierfdorf.  An  abatis  was  obliged  to  be 
opened  that  the  enemy  had  thrown  up  to  de¬ 
fend  the  road  among  the  mountains.  Daun 
nearly  divined  the  intention  of  the  king,  and 
placed  himfelf  near  Hoch  Bogendqrf,  five  or 
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fix  lines  deep,  that  by  the  aid  of  a  neighbour¬ 
ing  road  he  might  occupy  the  eminence  of  Ho- 
hengierfdorf  before  the  P ruffians.  He  was  can¬ 
nonaded  by  Ziethen  with  fo  much  fuccefs  that 
the  confufion  became  almoft  general  in  his 
corps;  and  Wied  firft  gained  the  heights  of 
Hohengierfdorf,  with  a  battalion  of  prince 
Henry,  and  another  of  young  Brunfwick.  Here 
he  found  ten  Auftrian  fquadrons,  that  had  dif- 
mounted,  and  that  were  prefently  repulfed  by  a 
few  difcharges  of  the  artillery.  Hence  he  ad¬ 
vanced  to  poll  himfelf  fo  as  to  cut  off  the 
enemy  from  the  road  to  this  eminence,  and 
came  up  with  the  van  of  ten  battalions  of  grena¬ 
diers,  fent  with  the  fame  intention  by  marfhal 
Daun.  Thefe  Wied  attacked :  the  action  was 
warm  but  Ihort ;  the  Auftrians  were  beaten, 
and  loft  fix  hundred  grenadiers,  and  fourteen 
pieces  of  artillery.  The  van-guard,  and  the 
left  of  the  king’s  army,  followed  Wied;  and 
took  poll  from  this  eminence  to  the  Blauer- 
anzen.  The  heights  of  Seitendorf,  which  the 
enemy  had  diligently  garnifhed,  were  recon¬ 
noitred.  The  cannonade  that  had  begun  by 
day-break,  did  not  end  till  half  paft  nine  in  the 
evening,  and  it  feemed  fo  confiderable  to  the 
officers  of  the  garrifon  of  Breflau,  by  whom  it 
was  heat'd^  that  they  imagined  there  had  been  a 
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battle.  It  was  in  reality  nothing  but  a  march  i 
in  former  times  battles  were  fought  without  fo 
many  difcharges  from  the  artillery  as  on  that 
day. 

Wahlenburg  was  wilhed  to  be  gained,  where 
the  enemy  had  a  bakery,  but  the  delay  occa- 
fioned  by  continually  fighting  had  been  fo  great 
that  it  was  impoflible  for  the  Pnaffians,  at  this 
time,  further  to  pufli  their  advantages.  On  the 
morrow,  the  1 8th,  the  army  of  the  king,  except 
the  cuiraffiers,  occupied  the  heights  of  Gierf- 
dorf.  An  attempt  was  made  to  penetrate 
through  Neu  Reufendorf,  and  by  the  Kohlberg 
to  Wahlenburg.  Laudon  had,  during  night, 
prevented  this,  by  occupying  the  defiles 
that  defended  this  pafs.  He  was  further 
joined  by  Lafcyj  fo  that  the  attempt  of  the 
Pruffians  ended  only  in  a  Cannonade.  The 
king  mean  time  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the 
heights  of  Beerfdorf.  The  left  of  his  camp  was 
fupported  at  Kunaft,  whence  the  line  turned 
through  Beerfdorf  and  Dittmanfdorf,  where  the 
head  quarters  were.  It  pafled  thence  by  the 
Blaueranzen ;  and  the  eminence  of  Hohen- 
gierfdorf,  at  the  extremity  of  the  right,  was 
occupied  by  the  referve  under  the  command  of 
Forcade. 

The  army  of  Daun  extended  over  ground 
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more  ample.  The  corps  of  Laudon  and  Lafcy 
proceeded  to  Jauernick  and  Tanhaufen,  through 
Neu  Reufendorf,  as  far  as  Seitendorf.  The 
marfhars  army  here  began,  and  filled  the  whole 
ridge  that  extends  to  Bogendorf.  Ldwenftein  and 
Beck  covered  his  left  flank,  with  a  front  toward 
Schweidnitz,  and  Nauendorf  covered  his  rear 
at  Furftenftein.  The  two  armies  were  fo  cooped 
up  among  the  mountains  that  they  could  neither 
of  them  advance,  and  their  camps  were  mutu¬ 
ally  impregnable.  They  were  befide  fo  near 
each  other  that  it  only  depended  on  the  gene¬ 
rals  to  make  a  reciprocal  and  efficacious  can¬ 
nonade;  but,  as  this  could  effecft  no  good  pur- 
pofe,  tranquillity  was  preferved.  The  horfe 
patroles  might  fhake  hands,  hut  all  tilting  was 
forbidden;  jt  might  have  been  affirmed  that 
an  armiftice  was  agreed  on.  So  far  was  this 
carried  that  the  Auftrians  and  Pruflians  reftored 
the  patroles  who  had  loft;  themfelves  in  the  dark, 
on  fuch  roads  as  led  to  their  polls.  To  add  to 
Security,  though  nature  had  been  pleafed  to 
make  of  thefe  mountains  a  fpecies  of  fortrefles, 
they  mutually  threw  up  intrenchments. 

Marfhal  Daun  began  to  be  uneafy  at  his  fitu- 
ation.  It  was  infupportable  to  fee  how  proba¬ 
ble  it  was  he  lhould  lofe  the  campaign,  on  the 
fuccefs  of  which  he  had  placed  all  his  hopes. 
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The  forage  of  the  mountains  was  confumed; 
fmall  parties  only  could  be  fent  into  the  plain; 
the  broken  roads  rendered  the  arrival  of  his 
convoys  from  Bohemia  more  difficult;  he  was 
on  the  point  of  abandoning  Silefia,  on  which 
there  no  longer  remained  any  attack  to  be  made. 
Amid  his  chagrin,  he  could  imagine  no  better 
refource,  to  recover  affairs,  than  a  diverfion  of 
fo  ferious  a  nature  as  to  force  the  king  to  de¬ 
part.  He  moved  heaven  and  earth  that  he 
might  difpofe  the  Ruffian  generals,  and  efpe- 
cially  Soltikow,  to  make  this  diverfion ;  which, 
according  to  his  plan,  was  that  a  body  of  Ruf¬ 
fians  fhould  march  to  Berlin;  and,  that  he 
might  encourage  them  to  the  undertaking,  he 
propofed  to  add  a  detachment  from  his  army, 
perfuaded  that  this  would  be  the  only  means  of 
obliging  the  king  to  haften  to  the  fuccour  of  his 
hereditary  Hates,  and  confequently  to  quit  Si- 
lefia  before  he  fhould  oblige  the  Auflrians  to 
retire  into  Bohemia. 

He  fent  a  general  officer  to  the  Ruffian  camp 
to  negotiate  this  bufinefs.  The  court  of  Vienna 
daily  difpatched  couriers  to  Peterfburg  to  fup- 
port  the  projeft.  Endeavours  were  made  to 
allure  the  Ruffians  by  the  profpedf  of  pillage 
and  booty;  and  the  moment  they  had  confent- 
ed  Lafcy  was  detached  from  Seitendorf  to  aid 
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in  the  execution.  Though  the  king  was  in¬ 
formed  of  thefe  intentions,  he  did  not  defift 
from  detaching  Wied,  with  fix  thoufand  men, 
into  Upper  Silefia.  Here  Wied  met  with  the 
corps  of  Bethlem.  At  Neuftadt,  the  dragoons 
of  Krockow  were  fent  to  reconnoitre,  where  by 
their  ill  addrefs  they  loft  a  hundred  and  twenty 
men  ;  but  thefe  are  trifles. 

Generals  Czernichef  and  Tottleben  began 
their  march  on  the  20th  of  September;  they 
had  paffed  the  Oder  at  Beuthen  whence  they 
had  proceeded  to  Chriftianftadt,  while  Solti- 
kow  directed  his  march  from  Schlichtingheim, 
in  Poland,  to  Frankfort,  where  he  arrived  on 
the  6th  of  Odtober.  The  affairs  of  Saxony  were 
but  in  an  ill  ftate,  after  the  departure  of  the 
king.  The  troops  of  the  circles  foon  occupied 
Noffen.  Hulfen,  too  feeble  to  maintain  all  the 
pofts  that  were  neceffary  to  prevent  the  prince 
de  Deuxponts  from  turning  him,  could  not  pre- 
ferve  his  pofition  at  Schlettau,  and  retreated  to 
Strehla.  He  was  immediately  followed  by  the 
enemy.  (20th)  Luzinlky  marched  upon  his 
right  flank,  while  the  prince  of  Stolberg  at¬ 
tacked  the  right  of  the  Pruflians,  on  the  Durren- 
berg.  M.  von  Braun,  who  commanded  that 
brigade,  vigoroufly  repulfed  the  enemy.  The 
dragoons  of  Schorlemmer,  and  the  huffars  of 
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Kleift,  fell  on  theft!  at  the  fame  time  and  com¬ 
pleted  their  rout.  They  took  the  prince  of 
Naflau,  a  colonel  in  the  Auftrian  fervice,  twenty 
officers,  and  four  hundred  men ;  upon  which 
the  prince  de  Deuxponts  retreated. 

But  it  feemed  as  if  the  number  of  foes  l-fulfeii 
had  to  combat  was  yet  inefficient :  chance  raifed 
him  up  new  enemies.  The  duke  of  Wurtem- 
berg  again  appeared  in  the  field;  he  hoped 
better  fuccefs,  ferving  under  the  aufpices  of 
Auftria,  than  he  had  found  by  making  war  in 
conjunftion  with  the  French.  He  had  ftipu- 
lated  that  his  troops  fliould  be  employed  as  & 
feparate  corps,  and  advanced  toward  Saxony. 
As  he  now  appeared  in  the  vicinity  of  Grimma, 
Hulfen  found  it  no  longer  convenient  to  con¬ 
tinue  at  Strehla.  He  retired  to  Torgau,  to 
cover  the  magazine  he  had  in  that  town,  as  well 
as  circumftances  would  permit. 

The  prince  de  Deuxponts  followed,  and  en¬ 
camped  at  Belgern.  The  duke  of  Wurtem- 
berg  advanced  from  Bitterfeld  to  Pretfch;  L,u- 
zinfky  inclined  to  Dommitfch,  where  he  threw 
a  bridge  over  the  Elbe,  and  crofied  on  the  fame 
day.  The  prince  de  Deuxponts,  and  generals 
Haddick  and  Maquire,  advanced  at  the  fame 
time  on  Hulfen,  and  approached  the  heights  of' 
Suptitz,  which  they  occupied.  Thefe  .com¬ 
bined 
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bined  motions  of  the  enemy,  and  the  paflage  of 
the  Elbe  by  Luzin  Iky,  made  it  apprehended 
that  the  fiege  of  Torgau  was  projeded;  or  per¬ 
haps  a  march  to  Berlin,-  where  there  were  but 
few  troops.  H-ulfen  wiflied  to  prevent  defigns 
fo  dangerous^  (26th)  To  this  effed  he  palled 
the  Elbe  at  Torgau,  and  fixed  his  camp  at 
Jeffen,  at  the  confluence  of  the  Elder  and  the 
Elbe.  After  his  departure,  the  enemy  imme¬ 
diately  burnt  the  bridge  of  Torgau.  The  go^ 
vernor  of  the  town  made  no  defence;  he  fur- 
rendered  the  fame  day.  A  garrifon  of  eight 
hundred  men,  many  fick,  and  a  conliderable 
magazine,  all  were  loft,  and  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  Imperialifts.  The  prince  de  Deuxponts 
afterward  advanced  on  the  Elfter;  and  Hulfen, 
unable  to  refill  the  enemy  in  front  and  rear,  re¬ 
tired  to  Cofwig;  whence  he  was  called  to  Berlin, 
as  we  lhall  prefently  relate.  The  town  of  Wit¬ 
tenberg  was  immediately  befieged;  the  gover¬ 
nor  Salenmon  defended  the  place  with  fortitude 
and  valour.  It  was  bombarded  by  the  enemy, 
and  three  parts  reduced  to  allies.  Stores  at 
length  failed,  and  he  did  not  furrender  till  the 
14th  of  Odober,  after  having  performed  every 
thing  that  could  be  expeded  from  a  man  of 
honour. 

The  overthrow  of  Saxony,  and  the  dangers 
3  that 
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that  menaced  the  country  of  Brandenbourg  and 
Berlin,  were  motives  fufRcient  to  induce  the 
king  to  march  diligently  to  the  aid  of  thefe 
countries.  It  was  now  the  month  of  Odober, 
nor  was  it  to  be  prefumed  that  the  enemy,  fo 
flow  in  preparation,  would  begin  a  fiege  at  that 
advanced  feafon ;  confidering  that  his  meafures 
had  all  been  deranged  in  Silefia.  The  proba¬ 
bilities  all  were  that  the  king  might,  without 
any  rifk,  quit  Silefia.  As  therefore  his  prefence 
was  become  fo  eflential  in  other  parts,  he  re¬ 
called  Wied  from  Upper  Silefia,  and,  on  the 
yth  of  Odober,  decamped  from  Dittmanfdorf. 
He  marched  through  Bunzelwitz,  Jauer,  Con- 
radfdorf  and  Primkenau  to  Sagan,  where  on  the 
1 1  th  he  was  joined  by  Goltz.  This  general  had 
detached  Warner  to  Colberg,  in  the  month  of 
September,  the  reafon  of  which  we  fhall  pre- 
fently  fee.  From  Sagan  the  king  marched 
through  Guben  to  Gros  Morau,  where  he  ar¬ 
rived  on  the  15  th.  He  intended  to  come  on 
the  rear  of  the  Ruffians,  that  the  whole  corps 
might  be  deftroyed  which  had  adventured  as 
far  as  Berlin ;  but,  as  it  happened,  this  was  un- 
neceffary. 

Czernichef  and  Tottleben  had  marched  by 
the  road  of  Guben  and  Beefkow,  and  on  the 
3d  of  Odober  had  appeared  before  the  gates 

of 
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of  Berlin.  The  prince  of  Wurtemberg,  who 
made  head  againft  the  Swedes,  gained  intelli¬ 
gence  of  their  march.  His  war  with  the  Swedes 
was  dill  what  it  had  been;  the  enemy  pafled 
the  Peene,  was  beat  by  detachments,  and  re¬ 
treated  on  one  fide  to  advance  on  another.  In 
a  word  nothing  happened  in  this  war  that  merits 
the  attention  of  pofterity.  The  prince  of  Wur¬ 
temberg  was  at  Pafewalk  when  he  heard  of  the 
march  of  the  Ruffians.  He  had  fent  for  Wer¬ 
ner  out  of  Pomerania,  whofe  fuccefs  againft  the 
Ruffians  had  been  great.  The  fingularity  of 
his  expedition  engages  us  to  relate  the  manner 
of  it ;  fomewhat  to  enliven  the  tragical  gravity 
of  this  narrative. 

The  Ruffians  had  fent  their  admiral,  Zachary 
Danielowitz,  with  twenty-fix  fliips  of  war,  to 
which  were  added  a  Swediih  fquadron,  to  lay 
fiege  to  Colberg.  Their  trenches  were  opened 
on  the  26th  of  Auguft,  and  their  operations 
continued  to  the  1 8th  of  September.  The  go¬ 
vernor  and  the  garrifon  ftrove  who  fhould  enadt 
moft  wonders,  in  the  defence  and  the  fallies 
they  made.  The  news  of  this  fiege  occafioned 
the  departure  of  W  errier  from  Silefia,  that  he 
might  haften  to  fuccour  Colberg  with  four  bat- 

K  talions 
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talions  and  nine  fquadrons.  He  furprifed  tlifi 
enemy  at  Selnow,  feized  on  the  important  pafs 
of  the  Kautzenberg,  and  threw  himfelf  into  the 
town.  The  enemy  raifed  the  fiege  the  fame 
night,  embarked  on  board  the  {hips,  and  aban¬ 
doned  fifteen  cannon,  feven  mortars,  and  the 
war  {lores. 

Werner  made  fix  hundred  prifoners.  On  the 
morrow  he  prefented  himfelf  on  the  fhores  of 
the  Baltic ;  and,  by  an  incredible  effeCt  of  ter¬ 
ror,  the  fleet  weighed  anchor,  fet  fail,  and  drove 
before  the  wind  into  the  high  feas.  Fate  no 
doubt  had  ordered  that  general  Werner,  with 
fome  fquadrons  of  dragoons,  was  to  put  a  fleet 
to  the  rout.  After  having  expelled  the  Ruflians 
from  Pomerania,  he  repaired  to  Prenzlow,  where 
he  joined  the  prince  of  Wurtemberg;  and,  in 
conjunction  with  Belling,  remained  in  thofe 
parts  to  oppofe  the  Swedes;  while  the  prince 
of  Wurtemberg  advanced  by  hafly  marches  to¬ 
ward  Berlin,  at  which  city  he  arrived  on  the  4th 
©f  October. 

Every  one  flood  on  the  defenfive  in  that 
capital;  invalids,  fick,  all  were  up  in  arms. 
The  fortifications  only  confided  of  fome  arrows 
of  earth,  raifed  before  the  gates.  Thefe  im¬ 
portant  polls  were  confided  to  thofe  army  gene¬ 
rals 
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frals  who.  Tick  or  wounded,  happened  to  be  in 
the  city.  The  prince  of  Wurtemberg  made  a 
Tally  with  his  cavalry,  from  the  gate  of  Silefia, 
where  he  met  the  enemy,  and  was  for  fix  hours 
attacked  by  Tottleben,  who  furrounded  him 
with  a  corps  of  between  feven  and  eight  thou- 
fand  Coffacks  and  dragoons.  Thele  the  prince 
not  only  repulfed  but  purfued  as  far  as  Kdpe- 
nick.  On  the  morrow  the  gate  was  attacked  by 
two  thoufand  Ruffian  foot.  Seidlitz,  though  not 
yet  cured  of  the  wounds  he  received  at  Kunerf- 
dorf,  commanded  here,  and  drove  off  the  ene¬ 
my.  Information  had  been  fent  to  Hulfen  of 
the  prefent  danger  of  the  capital;  he  had  haft- 
ened  from  Cofwig  and  in  the  interim  arrived. 
Had  the  Ruffians  only  been  prefent  they  would 
foon  have  been  forced  to  retreat;  but  the  city 
was  loft  by  the  coming  up  of  Lafcy.  This 
general  already  had  feized  on  Potfdam  and 
Charlottenbourg,  and  advanced  from  the  fouth 
on  the  capital.  Berlin  is  three  miles  in  circum¬ 
ference,  and  it  was  impoffible  that  fixteen  thou¬ 
fand  men  fhould  defend  an  inclofure  fo  vaft, 
in  which  there  was  neither  work  nor  rampart, 
againft  twenty  thoufand  Ruffians,  and  eighteen 
thoufand  Auftrians;  who,  having  no  motive 
for  forbearance,  might  effedt  whatever  deftruc- 
f:ion  they  pleafed.  The  enemy  had  already 
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thrown  fome  bombs  into  the  city ;  and,  fhould 
the  befieged  hold  out  to  the  laft  extremity,  the 
troops  were  in  danger  of  being  taken,  and  the 
capital  of  total  ruin.  Thefe  effential  and  ferious 
confiderations  occafioned  the  generals  to  come 
to  a  refolution  to  retire;  intimating  to  the 
magiflrates  that  they  fhould  fend  deputies  to 
the  chiefs  of  the  enemy,  that  a  kind  of  capitu¬ 
lation  might  be  drawn  up.  On  the  night  of  the 
9th,  the  prince  of  Wurtemberg  and  general 
Hulfen  departed,  and  inclined  toward  Spandau: 
the  corps  of  chaffeurs  only  fuffered  during  the 
retreat. 

The  Ruffians  entered  Berlin  the  fame  day. 
It  was  agreed  the  citizens  fhould,  by  tax,  raife 
the  fum  of  two  millions,  which  fhould  be  paid 
in  lieu  of  pillage.  Generals  Lafcy  and  Czerni- 
chef  were  neverthelefs  tempted  to  burn  a  part 
of  the  city;  and  fomething  fatal  might  have 
happened  had  it  not  been  for  the  remonftrances 
of  M.  Verelft,  the  Dutch  ambaflador.  This 
worthy  republican  fpoke  to  them  of  the  rights 
of  nations,  and  depifted  their  feverity  in  colours 
fo  fearful  as  to  excite  fhame.  Their  fury  and 
vengeance  turned  on  the  royal  palaces  of  Char- 
lottenbourg  and  Schonhaufen,  which  were  pil¬ 
laged  by  the  Coffacks  and  Saxons. 

The  rumour  of  the  march  of  the  king  gained 

credit. 
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credit.  Information  was  received  by  Lafcv  and 
Czernichef  that  he  intended  to  cut  off  their  re¬ 
treat.  This  haftened  their  departure,  and  they 
retired  on  the  12th.  The  Ruffians  repaffed  the 
Oder  at  Frankfort  and  Schwedt;  and,  on  the 
15th,  Soltikow  marched  toward  Landflberg  on 
the  Wartha.  Lafcy  pillaged  whatever  he  could 
lind  on  his  route ;  and  in  three  days  regained 
Torgau.  The  prince  of  Wurtemberg  and  Hul- 
len,  embarraffed  how  to  aft,  had  turned  toward 
Cofwig,  and  cantoned  there  for  want  of  know¬ 
ing  where  to  go. 

At  Grofs  Morau  the  king  heard  thefe  dif¬ 
ferent  accounts.  As  there  were  no  more  Ruf¬ 
fians  to  combat,  he  was  at  liberty  to  direft  all 
his  efforts  againft  Saxony;  therefore,  inftead  of 
taking  the  route  to  Kopenick,  he  took  that  of 
Lubben.  Marfhal  Daun  however  had  followed 
the  king  into  Lufatia.  He  then  approached 
Torgau,  and,  as  it  was  known  that  he  had  left 
Laudon  at  Lowenberg,  general  Goltz  had  or¬ 
ders  to  return  into  Silefia,  to  oppofe  the  attempts 
of  the  Auftrians  with  his  utmoft  abilities.  On 
the  22d  the  army  of  the  king  arrived  at  Jeffen. 
The  troops  of  the  prince  de  Deuxponts  extend¬ 
ed  wholly  along  the  left  Ihore  of  the  Elbe.  He 
and  the  greateft  part  of  his  forces  were  at  Prata, 
oppofite  Wittenberg;  this  fortrefs  he  evacuated 
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as  Toon  as  the  van  of  the  Pruffians  appeared 
near  the  town. 

Thefudden  changes  that,  had  happened  dur¬ 
ing  this  campaign  required  new  meafures  to  be 
taken,  and  other  difpofitions  to  be  made.  The 
Pruffians  had  not  a  Tingle  magazine  in  all  Sax¬ 
ony.  The  army  of  the  king  exifled  from  day 
to  day;  he  drew  fome  little  flour  from  Spandau, 
but  this  began  to  fail;  add  to  this  the  enemy 
occupied  all  Saxony.  Daun  had  arrived  at 
Torgau;  the  troops  of  the  circles  held  the 
courfe  of  the  Elbe,  and  the  duke  of  Wurtem- 
berg  occupied  the  environs  of  Deffau.  To  free 
bimfelf  from  fo  many  enemies,  the  king  order¬ 
ed  Hulfen  and  the  prince  of  Wurtemberg  to 
march  to  Magdebourg,  there  to  pafs  the  Elbe, 
and  efcort  the  boats  loaded  with  dour  which 
were  to  come  to  Deffau,  where  the  king  refolved 
to  pafs  the  Elbe,  with  the  right  of  his  army,  and 
afterward  join  Hulfen. 

In  the  principality  of  Halberftadt  the  prince 
of  W  urtemberg.  had  a  rencontre  with  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  the  duke  his  brother,  which  was  en¬ 
tirely  deftroyed.  The  duke  returned  with  alt 
fpeed,  through  Merfeburg  and  Leipfic,  to 
Naumburg.  The  right  of  the  king  paffed  the 
Elbe  on  the  26th,  and  joined  Hulfen  and  the 
prince  near  Deffau.  On  this  movement  the 

prince 
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prince  de  Deuxponts  abandoned  the  banks  of 
the  Elbe,  and  retired  through  Duben  to  Leipfic. 
He  had  left  Ried  in  the  rear,  in  a  forefl  between 
Oranienbaum  and  Kemberg,  where  this  officer 
had  taken  poll,  with  little  judgment;  having 
garnifhed  the  woods  with  his  huffars,  and  polled 
his  pandours  in  the  plain. 

The  van  of  the  Pruffians  attacked  Ried;  his 
fcattered  troops  were  beaten  in  detail,  and  his 
corps  almofl  deflroyed.  Of  three  thoufand  fix 
hundred  men,  he  could  only  aflemble  feven- 
teen  hundred,  at  Pretfch,  to  which  place  he 
was  driven  after  the  aflion. 

When  the  army  of  the  king  had  attained 
Kemberg,  Ziethen,  who  with  the  left  had  flop¬ 
ped  the  enemy  at  Wittenberg,  paffed  the  Elbe, 
and  joined  the  main  army.  Marfhal  Daun 
however  had  come  up  with  Lafcy,  at  Torgau. 
As  certain  information  was  received  that  his 
van- guard  had  taken  the  road  to  Eulenburg, 
he  could  be  fuppofed  to  have  no  other  intention 
than  that  of  joining  the  army  of  the  circles.  On 
this  the  army  marched  to  Duben,  to  oppofe  a 
junflion  fo  prejudicial  to  the  interefls  of  the 
king.  Here  arriving,  a  battalion  of  Croats  was 
found,  who  were  all  either  taken  or  put  to  the 
fword.  At  this  place  the  king  formed  a  maga¬ 
zine:  it  feemed  the  moft  convenient  poll  be- 

K  4  caufe 
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caufe  that  it  is  a  peninfula  and  nearly  furround- 
ed  by  the  Mulde.  Some  redoubts  were  con- 
ftrudted ;  and  ten  battalions  under  Sydow  were 
left  for  its  defence. 

The  army  of  the  king  from  thence  marched 
to  Eulenburg.  The  Auftrian  troops  that  had 
encamped  in  that  vicinity  retired,  through 
Mochrena  to  Torgau,  with  fo  much  precipitate 
hade  that  they  abandoned  a  part  of  their  tents. 
The  army  encamped  with  the  right  at  Thalwitz, 
and  the  left  at  Eulenburg.  Hulfen  was  obliged 
to  pafs  the  Mulde  with  fome  battalions.  He 
took  a  pofition  between  Belzen  and  Godevra, 
oppofite  the  prince  de  Deuxponts,  whofe  army 
was  at  Taucha.  Under  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances,  the  firfl  thing  neceffary  was  to  drive 
the  troops  of  the  circles  to  a  didance,  as  well 
becaufe  they  were  on  the  rear  of  the  Pruffians, 
as  to  prevent  their  union  with  the  Auftrians. 
This  cod  but  little  trouble ;  Hulfen  gave  them 
the  alarm,  and  they  decamped  the  fame  night, 
paffed  the  Pleiffe,  and  then  the  Elder,  and  re¬ 
treated  to  Zeitz.  Major  Quintus,  with  his  free 
battalion,  vigoroufly  charged  their  rear-guard ; 
from  which  he  took  four  hundred  prifoners. 
After  fo  happily  terminating  this  expedition, 
the  Pruffians  recovered  poffeffion  of  Leipiic, 
and  Hulfen  rejoined  the  army. 


Every 
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Every  event  (November)  hitherto  had  turned 
to  the  advantage  of  the  king.  The  irruption  of 
the  Ruffians  and  the  taking  of  Berlin,  which 
might  appear  to  induce  confequences  fo  great, 
ended  in  a  manner  lefs  afflidting  than  could 
have  been  expected.  Contributions  and  money 
only  were  loft.  The  enemy  was  driven  from 
the  frontiers  of  Brandenbourg.  Wittenberg  and 
Leipfic  were  recovered;  and  the  troops  of  the 
circles  were  repulfed  to  a  diftance  too  confider- 
able  for  it  to  be  feared  they  fhould  join  the 
Imperialifts  with  promptitude;  but  all  was  not 
yet  done,  and  the  projects  that  remained  were 
the  moft  difficult  part  of  the  whole. 

The  Ruffians  kept  at  Landfberg  on  the 
Wartha,  and  there  might  remain  peaceful  fpec- 
tators  of  what  fhould  pafs  in,  Saxony.  The 
king  however  was  informed  that  other  reafons 
engaged  them  not  to  march  to  too  great  a  dif¬ 
tance;  for  their  defign  was,  fhould  the  Auftrians 
obtain  any  advantages  over  the  army  of  the 
king,  or  fhould  marfhal  Daun  maintain  Torgau, 
to  re-enter  the  electorate  of  Brandenbourg;  and, 
conjointly  with  the  Auftrians,  to  take  up  their 
quarters  on  the  banks  of  the  Elbe.  The  con- 
fequence  of  fuch  a  projedt  would  have  been 
fatally  defperate  to  Pruffia.  By  this  pofition 
they  would  cut  off  the  army,  not  only  from  Si- 

lefia 
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lefia  and  Pomerania  but,  from  Berlin  itfelf,  that 
nurfing  mother  which  fupplied  clothing,  arms, 
baggage,  and  every  neceflary  for  the  men. 
Add  to  which  the  troops  would  have  no  quar¬ 
ters  to  take,  except  beyond  the  Mulde,  be¬ 
tween  the  PleiiTe,  the  Saale,  the  Elder,  and  the 
Undrut.  This  would  have  been  a  fpace  too 
narrow  to  fupply  the  army  with  fubiidence, 
during  the  winter.  And  whence  fhould  maga¬ 
zines  for  the  fpring,  uniforms,  and  recruits  be 
obtained  ?  The  army  thus  preffed,  and  thrown 
back  upon  the  allies,  would  have  flarved  them 
by  darvirig  itfelf. 

Without  any  profound  military  knowledge, 
every  rational  man  would  comprehend  that, 
had  the  king  remained  quiet  during  autumn, 
and  formed  no  new  attempts,  he  would  but 
have  delivered  himfelf,  tied  hand  and  foot,  into 
the  power  of  the  enemy.  Let  us  {till  further 
add  that  the  provifions  that  had  been  depofited 
at  Duben  fcarcely  would  fupply  the  troops  for 
the  fpace  of  a  month ;  that  the  frod,  which  be¬ 
gan  to  be  felt,  would  loon  impede  the  naviga¬ 
tion  of  the  Elbe  ;  confequently  the  boats  could 
no  longer  bring  provifions  from  Magdebourg ; 
and  in  fine  that  the  very  lad  didrefs  muff  have 
fucceeded,  had  not  good  meafures  been  taken 
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to  remove  the  enemy,  and  gain  ground  on  which 
the  army  might  encamp  and  fubfilt. 

After  having  maturely  examined  and  weighed 
all  thefe  reafons,  it  was  determined  to  commit 
the  fortune  of  Pruffia  to  the  iffue  of  a  battle,  if 
no  other  means,  by  manoeuvring,  could  be 
found,  of  driving  marlhal  Daun  from  his  poll 
at  Torgau.  It  will  be  proper  to  obferve  that 
the  fears  with  which  he  might  be  infpired  could 
only  relate  to  two  objects  ;  the  firft  that  of  gain¬ 
ing  Drefden  before  him,  in  which  there  was 
but  a  feeble  garrifon ;  and  the  fecond  of  ap¬ 
proaching  the  Elbe,  and  difturbing  him  con¬ 
cerning  fubliftence,  which  was  brought  from 
Drefden  by  the  river.  It  mnft  be  confeffed 
that  this  laft  manoeuvre  could  not  give  him 
much  uneafinefs,  becaufe  that  he  was  entirely 
mailer  of  the  right  fhore  of  the  Elbe,  and 
might  bring  the  provilions  he  wanted  by  land, 
when  they  could  no  more  be  tranfported  by 
water.  The  greateft  difficulty  in  executing  this 
plan  was  that  two  things,  nearly  contradi&ory, 
were  to  be  reconciled ;  the  march  of  the  army 
to  the  Elbe,  and  the  fecurity  of  the  magazine. 
Not  to  forget  all  rule,  the  army  of  the  king,  in 
advancing,  ought  not  to  depart  too  far  from  the 
line  of  defence  by  which  it  covered  its  fublill- 
ence  ;  and  the  motion  it  was  to  make  upon  the 
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Elbe  threw  it  entirely  to  the  right,  and  un-> 
covered  its  rear.  It  was  flill  endeavoured  to 
reconcile  this  enterprize  on  the  enemy  with  the 
fecurity  of  the  magazine.  The  king  propofed 
to  incline  to  Schilda,  that  he  might  prove  the 
countenance  of  Daun,  and  attack  him  at  Tor- 
gau,  fhould  he  obftinately  perfift  in  remaining 
there.  As  it  was  but  one  march  to  Schilda, 
fhould  the  marfhal  retire  on  this  motion,  there 
was  no  fear  that  he  fhould  attempt  Duben  ;  and, 
if  he  remained  at  Torgau,  by  attacking  him  on 
the  morrow,  it  feemed  apparent  that  he  would 
have  fo  many  occupations  he  would  have  no 
time  to  form  projefts  againft  the  magazine. 

Every  thing  confpiring  to  confirm  the  king 
in  his  refolution,  he,  on  the  fecond  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  marched  the  army  to  Schilda.  During 
the  whole  route  he  continued  with  the  van-guard 
of  the  hu liars,  that  he  might  obferve  to  which 
fide  the  advanced  polls  of  the  enemy  retired,  as 
they  were  repulfed  by  the  troops  of  the  king. 
This  did  not  long  remain  a  fubjefl  of  doubt. 
The  detachments  all  withdrew  to  Torgau,  ex¬ 
cept  Brentano,  who  was  attacked  at  Belgern, 
and  taken  in  fuch  a  direction  that  he  could  only 
efcape  toward  Strehla.  Kleift  took  eight  hun¬ 
dred  prifoners.  The  army  of  the  king  en¬ 
camped  from  Sclplda  through  Probfthain  to 
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'Langen-Reichenback,  and  marfhal  Daun  re¬ 
mained  firm  and  motionlefs  at  Torgau.  There 
no  longer  was  any  doubt  but  that  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  pofitive  orders  from  his  court  to  main¬ 
tain  his  poft  at  any  price. 

The  following  difpofitions  were  made  for  the 
attack  on  the  morrow.  The  right  of  the  Im- 
perialifts  was  fupported  behind  the  ponds  of 
Grofwich ;  their  centre  covered  the  hill  of  Sup- 
titz  ;  the  left  terminated  beyond  Zinna,  extend¬ 
ing  toward  the  ponds  of  Torgau.  Exclufive  of 
this,  Ried  obferved  the  Prufiian  army  from 
befide  the  foreft  of  Torgau.  Lafcy,  with  a  re- 
ferve  of  twenty  thoufand  men,  covered  the 
caufeway,  and  the  ponds  that  lie  at  the  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  place,  where  the  Iinperialifts  had 
fupported  their  left.  Still  the  ground  on  which 
the  enemy  flood  wanted  depth ;  and  the  lines 
had  not  an  interval  of  above  three  hundred 
paces.  This  was  a  very  favourable  circum- 
flance  for  the  P ruffians  ;  becaufe  that,  by  at¬ 
tacking  the  centre  in  front  and  rear,  the  foe 
would  be  placed  between  two  fires,  and  could 
not  avoid  being  beaten. 

To  produce  this  effect,  the  king  divided  his 
army  into  two  bodies.  The  one  deftined  to  ap¬ 
proach  from  the  Elbe,  after  having  paffed  the 
foreft  of  Torgau,  was  to  attack  the  enemy  in 
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the  rear,  from  the  hill  of  Suptitz ;  while  thg 
other,  following  the  route  of  Eulenburg  to 
Torgau,  was  to  fix  a  battery  on  the  eminence 
of  Grofwich,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  attack  the 
village  of  Suptitz.  Thefe  two  corps,  afting  in 
concert,  muft  neceftarily  divide  the  centre  of 
the  Auftrians ;  after  which  it  would  be  eafy  to 
drive  the  remnant  toward"the  Elbe,  where  the 
ground  was  one  continued  gentle  declivity,  ex¬ 
cellently  advantageous  to  the  Pruflians,  and 
muft  have  procured  them  a  complete'vi&ory. 

The  king  began  his  march  at  the  dawn  of 
day,  on  the  3d,  and  was  followed  by  thirty  bat¬ 
talions  and  fifty  fquadrons  of  his  left.  The 
troops  crofted  the  foreft  of  Torgau  in  three 
columns.  The  route  of  the  firft  line  of  infantry 
led  through  Mochrena,  Wildenhayn,  Grofwich, 
and  Neiden ;  the  route  of  the  fecond  through 
Pechhutte,  Jtegerteich,  and  Bruckendorf,  to 
Elfnich.  The  cavalry  that  compofed  the  third 
column  pafled  the  wood  of  Wildenhayn,  to 
march  to  Vogelfang.  Ziethen  at  the  fame  time 
led  the  right  of  the  army,  confifting  of  thirty 
battalions  and  feventy  fquadrons,  and  filed  off 
on  the  road  that  goes  from  Eulenburg  to  Tor¬ 
gau.  The  corps  headed  by  the  king  met  with 
general  Ried,  polled  at  the  Ikirts  of  the  foreft  of 
Torgau,  with  two  regiments  of  huflars,  as  many 
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dragoons,  and  three  battalions  of  pandours. 
Some  vollies  of  artillery  were  fired,  and  he  fell 
back  on  the  right  of  the  Imperialifls. 

Near  Wildenhayn  there  is  a  fmall  plain  in 
the  foreft,  where  ten  battalions  of  grenadiers 
were  feen,  well  polled,  who  affected  to  difpute 
the  paffage  of  the  Pruflians.  They  made  fome 
difcharges  of  artillery  on  the  column  of  the 
king,  which  were  anfwered  by  the  Pruffians. 
A  line  of  infantry  was  formed  to  charge,  but 
they  reclined  toward  their  army.  The  huffars 
brought  word,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  regi¬ 
ment  of  St.  Ignon  was  in  the  wood,  between 
the  two  columns  of  infantry,  and  that  it  had 
even  difmounted.  It  was  incontinently  at¬ 
tacked  ;  and,  as  thefe  dragoons  found  no  out¬ 
let  for  efcape,  the  whole  regiment  was  deftroyed. 
Thefe  grenadiers  and  this  regiment  were  mu¬ 
tually  to  depart  on  an  expedition  againft  Do- 
beln,  and  the  commanding  officer,  St.  Ignon, 
who  was  taken,  bitterly  complained  that  Ried 
had  not  informed  him  of  the  approach  of  the 
Pruffians.  This  trifling  affair  only  cofl  the 
troops  a  few  moments ;  they  purfued  their  road, 
and  the  heads  of  the  columns  arrived,  at  one 
o’clock,  on  the  farther  fide  of  the  foreft,  in  the 
fmall  plain  of  Neiden. 


Here 
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Here  were  feen  fome  dragoons  of  Bathiam> 
and  four  battalions,  who  coming  from  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Elfnich  made  fome  difcharges  of  artil¬ 
lery,  at  a  venture,  and  fired  with  their  fmall 
arms.  This  no  doubt  was  a  motion  of  furprife, 
occafioned  perhaps  by  having  feen  fome  Pruf- 
fian  huffars.  They  retired  upon  a  height  be¬ 
hind  the  defile  of  Neiden.  In  this  place  is  a 
large  marfli,  which  begins  at  Grofwich  and  goes 
to  the  Elbe,  and  over  which  there  is  no  other 
paflage  but  two  narrow  caufeways.  Had  this 
corps  taken  advantage  of  its  ground  there  cer¬ 
tainly  would  have  been  no  battle.  However  de¬ 
termined  the  king  might  be  to  attack  the  lm- 
perialifts,  fuch  an  attack  would  have  become  iin- 
poffible  :  he  muft  have  renounced  his  project, 
and  returned  full  fpeed  to  regain  Euleriburg. 
But  it  happened  far  otherwife ;  thefe  battalions 
haftened  to  rejoin  the  army,  to  which  they  were 
invited  by  a  heavy  cannonade  which  they  heard 
from  the  fide  of  Ziethen.  The  king  fuppofed, 
as  was  very  probable,  that  the  troops  of  Ziethen 
already  were  in  adtion  with  the  enemy.  This 
induced  him  to  pafs  the  defile  of  Neiden,  with 
his  huffars  and  infantry ;  for  the  cavalry  which 
ought  to  have  proceeded  was  not  yet  come  up. 
The  king  glided  into  a  little  wood,  and  perfon- 
ally  reconnoitred  the  pofition  of  the  enemy.  He 

judged 


HISTORY  OF  THE  SEVEN  YEARS  WAR.  T4J 

judged  there  was  no  ground  on  which  it  was 
proper  to  form,  in  prefence  of  the  Auftrians, 
but  by  paffing  this  fmall  wood,  which  would  in 
fome  meafure  conceal  his  troops,  and  whence 
a  conhderable  ravin  might  be  gained,  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  foldiers,  while  they  formed,  from  the 
enemy’s  artillery.  This  ravin  was  not  indeed 
above  eight  hundred  paces  from  the  Auftrian 
army ;  but  the  remainder  of  the  ground,  which 
from  Suptitz  defcended  like  a  glacis  to  the  Elbe, 
was  fuch  that,  had  the  army  here  been  formed, 
one  half  mull  have  been  cut  off,  before  it  could 
approach  the  enemy. 

Marfhal  Daun  fcarcely  could  credit  the  re¬ 
port  that  the  P  ruffians  were  marching  to  the  at¬ 
tack  ;  nor  was  it  till  after  reiterated  information 
that  he  ordered  his  fecond  line  to  face  about, 
and  that  the  greateft  part  of  the  artillery  of  the 
firft  line  was  brought  to  the  fecond.  What¬ 
ever  precaution  the  king  might  take  to  cover 
the  march  of  his  troops,  the  enemy,  who  had 
four  hundred  pieces  of  artillery  in  battery, 
could  not  fail  to  kill  many  of  his  men.  Eight 
hundred  foldiers  fell,  and  thirty  cannon  were 
deftroyed,  with  their  horfes,  train,  and  gunners, 
before  the  columns  arrived  at  the  place  where 
they  were  to  be  put  in  order  of  battle.  The 
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king  formed  his  infantry  in  three  lines,  each  of 
r.en  battalions,  and  began  the  attack.  Had  his 
cavalry  been  prefent,  he  would  have  thrown 
two  regiments  of  dragoons  into  a  bottom,  that 
was  on  the  right  of  his  infantry,  to  cover  its 
flank  ;  but  the  prince  of  Holftein,  whofe  phlegm 
was  invincible,  did  not  come  up  till  an  hour 
after  the  aftion  had  begun.  According  to  the 
regulations  that  had  been  agreed  on,  the  at¬ 
tacks  were  to  be  made  at  the  fame  time,  and 
the  refult  ought  to  have  been  that  either  the 
king  or  Ziethen  fliould  penetrate  through  the 
centre  of  the  enemy  at  Suptitz.  But  general 
Ziethen,  inftead  of  attacking,  amufed  himfelf 
for  a  confiderable  time  with  a  body  of  pan- 
dours,  whom  he  encountered  in  the  foreft  of 
Torgau.  He  next  cannonaded  the  corps  of 
Lafcy,  who  as  we  have  faid  was  polled  behind 
the  ponds  of  Torgau,.  In  a  word,  the  orders 
were  not  executed;  the  king  attacked  fingly, 
without  being  feconded  by  Ziethen,  and  with¬ 
out  his  cavalry  being  prefent.  This  ftill  did 
not  prevent  him  from  purfuing  his  purpofe. 
The  firft  line  of  the  king  left  the  ravin,  and 
boldly  marched  to  the  enemy  ;  but  the  prodigi¬ 
ous  fire  of  the  Imperial  artillery,  and  the  de- 
fcent  of  the  ground,  were  too  difadvantageous. 
Moll  of  the  Pruffian  generals,  commanders  of 
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battalions,  and  foldiers,  were  killed  or  wounded. 
The  line  fell  back,  and  returned  in  fome  difor- 
der.  By  this  the  Auftrian  carabiniers  profited, 
purfued,  and  did  not  retreat  till  they  had  re¬ 
ceived  fome  difcharges  from  the  fecond  line. 
This  line  alfo  approached,  was  difturbed,  and, 
after  a  more  bloody  and  obftinate  combat  than 
the  preceding,  was  in  like  manner  repulfed. 
Bulow  who  led  it  to  the  attack  was  taken. 

At  length  the  much  expedted  prince  of  Hol- 
ftein  and  his  cavalry  arrived.  The  third  line 
of  the  P ruffians  was  already  in  adlion ;  the  re¬ 
giment  of  prince  Henry,  attacking  the  enemy, 
was  in  turn  charged  by  the  Auftrian  cavalry, 
and  fupported  by  the  huffars  of  Hund,  Reit- 
zenffein,  and  Prittwkz,  againft  all  the  efforts 
of  the  enemy  to  break  its  ranks.  The  dreadful 
fire  of  the  artillery  of  the  Auftrians  had  too 
haftily  confirmed  the  ammunition.  They  had 
left  their  referve  of  cannon  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  Elbe,  and  their  clofe  lines  did  not  admit  of 
ammunition  waggons  to  pafs  and  make  proper 
diftribution  to  the  batteries.  The  king  pro¬ 
fited  by  the  moment  when  their  fire  flackened, 
and  ordered  the  dragoons  of  Bareuth  to  attack 
their  infantry.  They  were  led  on  with  fo 
much  valour  and  impetuofity,  by  Bulow,  that, 
in  lefs  than  three  minutes,  they  took  prifoners 
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the  regiments  of  the  Emperor,  Neuperg,  Geif- 
ruck,  and  Imperial-Bareuth.  The  cuiraffiers 
of  Spaen  and  Frederic  at  the  fame  time  made 
an  aflault  on  that  part  of  the  enemy’s  infantry 
which  was  moft  to  the  right  of  the  Pruflians, 
put  it  to  the  rout,  and  brought  back  many 
prifoners.  The  prince  of  Holftein  was  placed 
to  cover  the  left  flank  of  the  infantry,  which 
his  right  wing  joined,  and  his  left  inclined 
toward  the  Elbe.  The  enemy  foon  prefent- 
ed  himfelf  before  the  prince,  with  eighty 
fquadrons ;  the  right  toward  the  Elbe,  the 
left  toward  Zinna.  O’Donnel  commanded  the 
Imperial  cavalry.  Had  he  refolutely  attacked 
the  prince,  the  battle  mud  have  been  loft 
without  refource  :  but  he  was  refpe&ful  of 
a  ditch  of  a  foot  and  a  half  wide,  which  thofe 
who  fkirmiflied  were  forbidden  to  pafs.  The 
enemy  believed  it  to  be  confiderable,  becaufe 
the  Pruflians  made  a  pretence  of  fearing  to  crofs 
it ;  and  the  Imperialifts  remained  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  prince  ina&ive. 

The  dragoons  of  Bareuth  had  juft  cleared  the 
height  of  Suptitz.  The  king  fent  thither  the 
regiment  of  Maurice,  which  had  not  engaged, 
and  a  brave  and  worthy  officer,  Leftwitz, 
brought  up  a  corps  of  a  thoufand  men,  which 
he  had  formed  from  the  different  regiments  that 
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had  been  repulfed  in  previous  attacks.  With 
thefe  troops  the  Pfuffians  feized  on  the  emi* 
nence  of  Suptitz,  and  there  fixed  themfelves, 
with  all  the  cannon  they  could  haftily  colle<5t. 
Ziethen,  at  length,  having  arrived  at  his  place 
of  deflination,  attacked  on  his  fide.  It  began 
to  be  dark,  and  to  prevent  Pruffians  from  com¬ 
bating  Pruffians,  the  infantry  of  Suptitz  beat 
the  march.  They  were  prefently  joined  by 
Ziethen ;  and  fcarcely  had  the  Pruffians  begun 
to  form  with  order  on  the  ground  before  Lafcy 
came  up,  with  his  corps,  to  diflodge  the  king’s 
forces.  He  came  too  late :  he  was  twice  re¬ 
pulfed.  Offended  at  his  ill  reception,  at  half 
paft  nine,  he  retired  toward  Torgau,  The 
Pruffians  and  Imperialifts  were  fo  near  each 
other,  among  the  vineyards  of  Suptitz,  that 
many  officers  and  foldiers,  on  both  parts,  wan¬ 
dering  in  the  dark,  were  made  prifoners  after 
the  battle  was  over,  and  all  was  tranquil. 
The  king  himfelf,  as  he  was  repairing  to  the 
village  of  Neiden,  as  well  to  expedite  orders 
relative  to  the  vidfory  as  to  fend  intelligence  of 
it  through  Brandenbourg  and  Silefia,  heard  the 
found  of  a  carriage  near  the  army.  The  word 
was  demanded,  and  the  reply  was  Auftrian. 
The  efcort  of  the  king  fell  on  and  took  two 
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field  pieces  and  a  battalion  of  pandours,  that 
had  loft  themfelves  in  the  night.  A  hundred 
paces  further,  he  came  up  with  a  troop  of 
horfe,  that  again  gave  the  word,  •  Aufirian  car- 
abiniers.  The  king’s  efcort  attacked  and  dif- 
perfed  them  in  the  foreft.  Thofe  who  were 
taken  related  that  they  had  loft  their  road 
with  Ried  in  the  wood,  and  that  they  had 
imagined  the  Imperialifts  remained  matters  of 
the  field. 

The  whole  foreft  that  had  been  crofted  by  the 
Pruflians,  before  the  battle,  and  beftde  which 
the  king  was  then  riding,  was  full  of  large  fires. 
What  thefe  might  mean  no  one  could  divine, 
and  fome  huflars  were  fent  to  gain  information. 
They  returned,  and  related  that  foldiers  fat  round 
the; fires,' fome  in  blue  uniforms  and  others  in 
white.  As  intelligence  more  exadt  was  necef- 
fary,  officers  were  then  fent,  who  learnt  a  very 
ft ngular  fadt ;  of  which  I  doubt  whether  any 
example  in  hiftory  may  be  found.  The  fol¬ 
diers  were  of  both  armies,  and  had  fought  re¬ 
fuge  in  the  wood,  where  they  had  patted  an  adt 
of  neutrality,  to  wait  till  fortune  had  decided  in 
favour  of  the  Pruflians  or  Imperialifts ;  and 
they  had  mutually  agreed  to  follow  the  vidtori- 
ops  party. 

This 
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This  battle  coll;  the  Pruffians  thirteen  thou- 
fand  men,  three  thoufand  of  whom  were  killed, 
and  three  thoufand  fell  into  the  enemy’s  hands, 
during  the  fird  attacks,  while  the  Audrians  were 
victorious ;  Bulow  and  Finck  were  among  thefe. 
The  bread  of  the  king  was  grazed  by  a  ball, 
and  the  margrave  Charles  received  a  contufion : 
feveral  generals  were  wounded.  The  battle 
was  obdinately  difputed  by  both  armies ;  its 
fury  cod  the  Imperiaiids  twenty  thoufand  men, 
eight  thoufand  of  whom  were  taken,  with  four 
generals.  They  lod  twenty-feven  pair  of 
colours,  and  fifty  cannon.  Marfhal  Daun 
was  wounded  at  the  commencement  of  the 
battle. 

When  the  enemy  faw  the  fird  line  of  the 
Pruffians  give  ground,  with  hopes  too  frivolous, 
they  difpatched  couriers  to  Vienna  and  War- 
faw,  to  announce  their  victory;  but  the  fame 
night  they  abandoned  the  field  of  battle,  and 
eroded  the  Elbe  at  Torgau.  On  the  morning 
of  the  following  day,  the  4th,  Torgau  capitulat¬ 
ed  to  general  Hulfen.  The  prince  of  Wur- 
temberg  was  fent  over  the  Elbe  to  purfue  the 
foe,  who  ded  in  diforder  :  he  augmented  the 
number  of  prifoners  already  made.  The  Im¬ 
periaiids  would  have  been  totally  defeated  had 
L'  4  not 
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not  general  Beck,  who  was  not  in  the  engage¬ 
ment,  covered  their  retreat  by  polling  his 
corps  between  Arzberg  and  Trieftewitz,  be¬ 
hind  the  Landgraben.  It  was  wholly  in  the 
power  of  Daun  to  have  avoided  a  battle. 
Had  he  placed  Lafcy  behind  the  defile  of  Nei- 
den,  inftead  of  the  ponds  of  Torgau,  which 
fix  battalions  would  have  been  fufficient  to 
defend,  his  camp  would  have  been  impregna¬ 
ble.  So  great  may  the  confequences  be  of 
the  leaft  inadvertency  in  the  difficult  trade  of 
war. 

When  the  Ruffians  were  informed  of  the  fate 

.  1  •  ,  t  . .  i .  '  .  j 

of  the  day  of  Torgau,  they  retired  to  Thorn, 
where  they  eroded  the  Viflula.  The  army  of 
the  king,  on  the  5th,  advanced  to  Strehla,  and 
on  the  6th  to  Meiflen.  The  Imperialills  had 
left  Lafcy  on  that  fide  of  the  Elbe,  that  he 
might  cover  the  bottom  of  Plauen,  before  their 
arrival.  He  attempted  to  difpute  the  defile  of 
Zehren  with  the  van* guard ;  but,  when  he  faw 
the  cavalry  in  motion  to  turn  him  by  Lom- 
matfeh,  he  fled  to  Meiflen,  where  he  eroded  the 
Tripfche;  but,  in  fpite  of  the  celerity  of  his 
march,  his  rear-guard  was  attacked,  and  loll 
four  hundred  men.  The  puriuit  was  continued 
that  an  attempt  might  be  made,  favoured  by 

the 
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the  fears  and  diforder  of  the  foe,  to  pafs  the 
bottom  of  Plauen  with  him,  Rnd  feize  on  this 
important  poll.  But  no  diligence  could  ac- 
complilh  this ;  the  troops  were  two  hours  too 
late ;  for,  on  arriving  at  Uckerfdorf,  another 
corps  of  the  enemy  was  difcovered,  that  had 
already  taken  poll  at  the  Windberg,  the  right 
of  which  extended  to  the  Trompeter  Schlofgen. 
This  was  the  corps  of  Haddick,  who,  with  the 
prince  de  Deuxponts,  quitting  Leipfic,  had 
marched  to  Zeitz,  and  afterward  to  Rofiwein. 
No  fooner  were  they  informed  of  the  Imperial 
defeat  at  Torgau  than  they  diligently  advanced 
to  cover  Drefden,  before  the  P ruffians  could 
come  up. 

The  progrefs  of  the  king,  and  the  confe- 
quences  of  the  battle  of  Torgau,  ended  at 
Uckerfdorf.  As  the  wound  of  marlhal  Daun 
prevented  him  from  continuing  to  command,  he 
committed  this  charge  to  general  O’Donel;  who 
pafled  the  Elbe  at  Drefden,  whence  he  fent  the 
molt  injured  regiments  into  Bohemia,  into  tran¬ 
quil  quarters  of  recovery.  The  prince  of  Wur- 
temberg,  no  longer  necelfary  in  Saxony,  re¬ 
turned  to  join  Werner  and  Belling  in  Pome¬ 
rania  ;  in  conjunction  with  whom  he  prefently 
cleared  the  Hates  of  the  king  of  the  remaining 
Swedes  by  whom  they  were  infefted ;  after 

4  which 
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which  he  turned  toward  Mecklenbourg,  where 
he  took  up  his  winter  quarters. 

Since  the  king  and  marlhal  Daun  had  quitted 
Silefia,  Laudon,  leaving  Lowenberg,  had  ad¬ 
vanced  to  Leobfchutz.  Propofing  to  take  Cofel, 
he  made  two  fucceffive  attacks  on  the  24th  and 
2 5th  of  O&ober,  and  was  both  times  repulfed 
by  the  excellent  difpofitions  of  the  governor, 
Lattorf.  The  approach  of  Goltz  (Odober 
26th)  obliged  the  Auftrian  to  raife  the  fiege, 
who  retired  to  Oberglogau,  and  thence  to  the 
heights  of  Kunzendorf.  He  did  not  reft  there, 
when  he  faw  Goltz  advance  at  the  head  of 
twenty-two  battalions  and  thirty-fix  fquadrons, 
but  took  the  road  of  Wartha,  and  retired  into 
the  county  of  Glatz,  where  he  fent  his  troops 
into  winter  quarters,  difperfing  them  over  the 
neighbouring  circles  of  Bohemia.  The  army 
of  the  king  extended  from  Neifs,  by  Schweid- 
nitz,  to  Landfhut,  Lowenberg,  and  Gorlitz. 
The  Saxon  troops  inclined  toward  Elfterwerda, 
Cofwig,  Torgau,  Meiflen,  Freyberg,  Zwickau, 
and  Naumbourg, 

The  king  eftablifhed  his  head  quarters  at 
Leipfic,  that  he  might  be  near  to  concert  cer¬ 
tain  plans,  with  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick, 
aeainft  the  French  and  Saxons,  who  had  ad- 

O  .  '  - 

yanced  in  thefe  parts  as  far  as  Muhlhaufen  and 

Duder^ 
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Duderfladt.  The  better  to  underfland  the  fuc- 
ceffive  expeditions  that  were  undertaken  during 
the  winter,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  fketch  the 
campaign  of  the  allies,  which  was  not  fortunate 
this  year.  Their  army  was  reinforced  by  feven 
thoufand  Englifh,  and  a  nearly  equal  number 
of  light  troops,  that  were  raifed  during  the 
winter.  On  the  20th  of  May,  prince  Ferdi¬ 
nand  of  Brunfwick  took  the  field,  affemblod  his 
troops  at  Fritzlar,  and  fent  generals  Imhof  and. 
Luckner  forward  to  occupy  the  important  polls 
of  Kirchheim  and  Amonebourg,  while  he  de¬ 
tached  Gilfe  on  their  left,  who  fixed  himfelf  at 
Hersfeld.  The  hereditary  prince  (June)  was 
foon  obliged  to  enter  the  country  of  Fulda,  to 
protedl  the  quotas  of  forage  that  were  thence 
obtained  for  the  allied  army. 

The  French  did  not  affemble  till  the  10th  of 
June,  near  Friedberg.  De  Broglio  immediately 
fent  the  count  de  Luface  into  the  bifhoprick  of 
Fulda,  to  obferve  the  motions  of  the  hereditary 
prince.  Thefe  firfl  fleps  did  not  fufficiently 
difcover  the  French  plan  of  the  campaign;  nor 
could  any  pofitive  meafures  of  oppofition  thence 
be  derived.  Prince  Ferdinand  was  perfuaded 
the  French  would  make  their  utmofl  efforts  this 
year  on  the  fide  of  the  lower  Rhine;  which  fup- 
pofition  deranged  the  campaign,  that  perhaps 

x 
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would  have  worn  another  afped,  had  he  been 
before  the  French  on  the  Elbe.  The  intention 
of  de  Broglio  was  to  penetrate  into  Heffe,  and 
thence  into  Hanover,  as  far  as  the  defign  was 
pradicable.  Every  operation  was  to  effed  this 
purpofe,  which  all  the  efforts  of  prince  Ferdi¬ 
nand  tended  to  impede,  either  by  feizing  on  capi¬ 
tal  polls,  by  beating  detachments,  or,  if  he  could 
not  attack  the  French  becaufe  of  their  ftrength 
and  advantageous  ground,  of  which  they  had  the 
good  fenfe  to  profit,  by  making  a  diverfion  un¬ 
der  the  hereditary  prince  on  Wefel,  to  enfee¬ 
ble  the  enemy  that  faced  him  in  Heffe. 

The  fil'd  motion  of  de  Broglio  was  to  Grun- 
berg,  the  fecond  to  the  Ohm.  Prince  Ferdi¬ 
nand  turned  toward  Ziegenhain,  and  thence  to 
Dieterfhaufen.  Thefe  manoeuvres  gave  imme¬ 
diate  advantage  to  the  French  to  feize  on  Mar- 
bourg.  St.  Germain,  who  was  on  the  lower 
Rhine,  had  orders  to  join  marfhal  de  Broglio,  to 
repulfe  general  Sporken,  who  was  his  opponent. 
He  advanced  to  Unna,  whence  he  fuddenly 
turned  toward  the  Ruhr,  and  thence  to  the  Di- 
mel.  The  Hanoverian  general  was  not  deceived 
by  this  artifice,  but  arrived  at  the  fame  time  on 
the  Dimel.  To  facilitate  his  jundion  (July  8th) 
with  St.  Germain,  de  Broglio  marched  to  Neu,- 
ftadt;  and  thence  to  Corbach.  Prince  Ferdi¬ 
nand, 
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nand,  who  was  Hill  at  Ziegenhain,  fent  the 
hereditary  prince  into  the  country  of  Waldeck, 
and  prefently  followed.  The  hereditary  prince 
approached  Corbach,  to  cover  the  march  of 
the  allies,  who  were  palling  the  defile  of  Sach- 
fenhaufen,  a  mile  in  his  rear.  The  French 
army,  very  fuperior  in  numbers  to  his  detach¬ 
ment,  attacked  him,  and  he  loft  fome  men  and 
artillery.  He  retreated  to  Sachfenhaufen,  where 
he  rejoined  the  prince  his  uncle. 

As  the  whole  French  army  was  at  Corbach, 
prince  Ferdinand  was  at  leaft  defirous  to  cover 
the  bilhoprick  of  Paderborn,  whither  he  fent 
Sporken,  who  fcarcely  had  arrived  before  he 
found  himfelf  oppofed  by  St.  Germain,  fent  by 
marlhal  de  Broglio.  The  hereditary  prince  pain¬ 
fully  fupported  the  repulfe  he  had  met  with  at 
Corbach,  and  was  not  tardy  in  taking  revenge. 
He  fecretly  left  the  camp,  and  carried  an  entire 
detachment  of  three  thoufand  French  at  Kirch- 
hayn,  with  their  commander,  brigadier  Glau- 
bitz,  and  the  prince  of  Cothen.  Nor  did  de 
Broglio  remain  inactive ;  he  endeavoured  to 
take  the  corps  of  Sporken;  and  though  the 
Hanoverian  general  retired  to  Volkmarfen, 
and  the  army  of  the  allies  approached  for  his 
fupport,  his  rear- guard  was  very  ill  treated  by 
the  French. 


After 
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After  this  check,  prince  Ferdinand  took  poft 
at  Calben,  to  cover  Caffel ;  the  hereditary  prince 
at  Oberwellmar;  Wangenheim  at  Munchof, 
and  Sporken  at  Weftoffelen.  The  French  army 
followed  the  German  beyond  Freyenhagen; 
whence  the  count  de  Luface  inclined  to  the 
Eder,  and  de  Muy  to  Warbourg.  As  the  latter 
corps  deprived  the  allies  of  their  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  bilhoprick  of  Paderborn,  and  the 
town  of  Lippftadt,  the  hereditary  prince  and 
Sporken  were  fent  into  thefe  parts.  The  allied 
army  immediately  followed.  The  hereditary 
prince  had  turned  de  Muy  when  prince  Ferdi¬ 
nand  came  up.  The  aftion  immediately  began; 
and  the  French  having  loft  twenty  pieces  of  ar¬ 
tillery,  and  fourthoufand  men,  retired  to  Volk- 
marfen;  where  perhaps  they  would  not  have 
remained  in  tranquillity,  had  not  an  accident 
happened  which  deranged  every  meafure  of  the 
allies. 

No  fooner  was  prince  Ferdinand  removed 
from  Caffel  than  de  Broglio  fent  the  count  de 
Luface  to  befiege  this  city;  and  fcarcely  did  he 
appear  before  that  capital  furrendered.  It  was 
taken  by  the  French  on  the  fame  day  that  de 
Muy  was  beaten  by  the  allies  at  Warbourg, 
The  French  army  immediately  marched  to  Volk- 
marfen,  on  the  Dimel.  De  Muy  advanced  to 
1  Stadt- 


History  of  the  seven  years  war.  159 

Stadtberg ;  and  the  count  de  Luface  penetrated 
by  Munden  into  the  ele&orate  of  Hanover. 
Prince  Ferdinand  remained  at  Warbourg,  op- 
pofed  Sporken  to  de  Muy,  and  preferved  his 
communication,  to  the  belt  of  his  power,  be¬ 
hind  the  Dimel,  while  the  hereditary  prince  and 
Luckner  (Auguft  7th)  paffed  the  W.efer,  at 
Holzntunden.  They  advanced  on  the  count 
de  Luface,  obliged  him  to  abandon  Eimbeck, 
Nordheim,  and  Gottingen;  and  made  more 
than  fix  hundred  prifoners  in  this  expedition. 
The  count  de  Luface  took  the  route  of  Witzen- 
haufen,  and  ufed  all  diligence  to  regain  Mun¬ 
den.  The  hereditary  prince,  having  left  Wan- 
genheim  at  Uflar  to  obferve  the  French,  returned 
to  join  the  army  of  his  uncle. 

In  confequence  of  the  different  manoeuvres 
which  we  have  related,  the  allies  only  held  a 
flip  of  Heffe;  and  as  they  were  entirely  cut  off 
from  Ziegenhain,  that  fortrefs  was  taken  by  the 
French,  who  made  the  garrifon  prifoners  of  war. 
Marfhal  de  Broglio  having  thus  cleared  his  rear, 
finding  himfelf  in  pofTeffion  of  the  country  of 
Heffe,  affembled  all  his  detachments,  inclined 
toward  Durrenberg,  and  made  a  feint  of  pene¬ 
trating  the  eleftorate  of  Hanover,  in  full  force. 
This  appearance  caufed  the  allies  to  fall  back 
on  the  Wefer,  encamp  at  Buhne,  and,  by  de¬ 
tachments. 
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tachments,  occupy  the  pods  of  Beverungehi 
Bodenhagen,  and  Teiffelberg.  The  hereditary 
prince  remained  at  Warbourg,  whence  he  by 
night  furprifed  a  detachment  of  five  hundred 
French,  at  Zierenberg.  A  few  days  after  he 
marched  along  the  Eder,  to  fuppok  the  enter- 
prife  of  Bulow,  on  Marbourg.  The  latter  ad¬ 
vanced  toward  the  town  with  the  Britilh  legion, 
furprifed  the  French,  ruined  their  bakery,  and 
would  have  carried  his  advantages  dill  further 
but  for  the  misfortune  of  colonel  Ferlfen,  whofe 
duty  it  was  to  fupport  him  on  the  fide  of  Corbie, 
and  to  protect  his  retreat,  but  who  was  beaten 
by  de  Stainville.  Bulow,  not  receiving  timely 
information  of  this,  retreated  with  difficulty,  and 
did  not  regain  the  corps  of  the  hereditary  prince 
without  differing  fome  lofs  in  his  rear-guard 
(September  14th).  DeBroglio  mean  time  having 
returned  to  Caffel,  prince  Ferdinand  affumed 
the  camp  of  Geifmar.  As  the  French  however 
had  not  renounced  their  intention  of  penetrating 
into  the  electorate  of  Hanover,  the  marfhal  re¬ 
inforced  the  corps  of  the  count  de  Luface  with 
[  fixteen  thoufand  men.  His  intention  was  to 
furprife  Wangenheim,  at  Ufiar;  where  this  ge¬ 
neral  was  attacked  on  the  19th;  and,  by  the 
fuperiority  of  the  enemy,  compelled  to  retreat ; 
but  without  differing  any  confiderable  lofs. 

Prince 
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Prince  Ferdinand,  being  informed  of  what  had 
happened,  font  reinforcements  to  Wangenheim, 
who  returned  and  occupied  his  former  poft. 

The  count  de  Luface  inclined  to  Lutterberg, 
and  recovered  Gottingen,  while  fome  French 
detachments  feized  on  Vach,  Hersfeld,  Efch- 
wege,  and  Muhlhaufon;  where  they  eftablifhed 
magazines,  the  quotas  of  which  the  dutchies  of 
Gotha  and  Eifonach  were  obliged  to  furnifh. 
Other  detachments  extended  thence  into  Thu¬ 
ringia,  to  affilt  the  troops  of  the  empire,  and 
thofe  of  the  duke  of  Wurtemberg,  who  then  ad¬ 
vanced  toward  the  Elbe,  on  the  fide  of  Witten¬ 
berg  and  Torgau. 

Prince  Ferdinand  clearly  faw,  by  the  different 
meafures  of  the  French,  that  marfhal  de  Broglio 
intended  to  maintain  himfelf,  during  winter,  iri 
Heffe,  and  in  the  eledtorate  of  Hanover.  This 
defign  he  imagined  he  could  no  otherwife 
fruftrate  than  by  a  powerful  diversion ;  which, 
drawing  the  enemy’s  force  into  other  parts, 
would  give  him  leave  to  form  fome  attempt 
againft  the  remainder  of  the  French  army,  by 
which  he  fhould  be  oppofed. 

Haftening  to  execute  this  project,  he  font  his 
nephew  to  befiege  Wefclj  and  the  hereditary 
prince  immediately  departed  at  the  head  of  fif¬ 
teen  thoufand  men  for  the  Lower  Rhine.  The 
M  prince 
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prince  reinforced  his  corps,  on  his  march,  with 
all  the  men  that  could  be  drawn  from  the  gar- 
rifons  of  Munfter  and  Lippftadt;  and,  in  the 
beginning  of  October,  invdled  the  town  of 
'Wefel,  the  garrifon  of  which  then  confided  of 
two  thoufand  fix  hundred  men.  It  appeared 
that  this  expedition,  in  order  to  fucceed,  muft 
be  prompt ;  and,  by  hazarding  a  coup  demain, 
fecretly  fending  troops  provided  with  fcaling 
ladders,  on  the  fide  of  the  Rhine,  and  at  the 
fame  time  making  a  falfe  attack  toward  the  gate 
of  Berlin,  it  would  have  been  poffible  at  once 
to  have  carried  the  town  and  the  citadel.  Per¬ 
haps  the  attempt  might  appear  too  hazardous  s 
and  the  hereditary  prince  might  have  reafons  to 
prefer  the  ufual  manner  of  forming  fieges.  He 
palled  the  Rhine  with  a  part  of  his  forces,  feized 
on  the  town  of  Cleves,  where  he  made  fix  hun¬ 
dred  prifoners,  marched  thence  to  Ruremonde, 
which  was  taken  without  refinance,  and  after¬ 
ward  turned  to  Burich,  where  he  intrenched 
himfelf  between  that  town  and  the  Rhine,  efta- 
blififing  his  bridges  of  communication  over  this 
river  above  and  below  Wefel.  The  trenches 
were  opened  before  the  town  on  the  1 1  th. 

Marlhal  de  Broglio  did  not  remain  in  indo¬ 
lence.  By  the  route  of  the  hereditary  prince 
he  divined  what  the  nature  of  the  expedition 
,  .  might 
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tnight  be ;  and  inceflantly  fent  de  Caftries,  at 
the  head  of  twenty  thoufand  men,  to  the  Lower 
Rhine.  This  general  traverfed  Wetteravia,  and 
was  fo  expeditious  that,  on  the  14th,  he  arrived 
at  Nuys.  He  was  joined  by  ten  thoufand  men, 
whom  he  drew  fome  from  the  country  of 
Cologne,  others  from  the  garrifons  of  the  Low 
Countries.  After  their  arrival,  advancing  to 
Rheinberg,  he  took  a  pofition  behind  the  ditch 
of  Eugene,  a  canal  which  goes  from  that  place 
to  Guelders,  whence  he  extended  his  left  to 
Clofter  Campen. 

Ill  informed  of  the  force  of  the  foe,  and  not 
imagining  his  corps  fo  ftrong,  the  hereditary 
prince  thought  proper  to  meet  the  French;  for, 
had  he  been  victorious  over  this  detachment, 
Wefel  mull  have  fallen  of  itfelf ;  and,  fhouid 
he  leave  de  Caftries  time  to  ftrengthen  his  army, 
he  muft  have  raifed  the  fiege  without  a  battle. 
With  this  intent,  the  prince  approached  Rhein¬ 
berg;  and,  on  the  night  of  the  15th,  marched 
to  the  enemy,  to  attack  his  left,  beyond  Clofter 
Campen.  The  prince  was  ignorant  that  the 
corps  of  Fifcher  was  polled  in  the  van  of  the 
French.  Obliged  to  diftodge  Fifcher,  the  fir¬ 
ing  gave  the  alarm  to  the  corps  of  de  Caftries, 
and  the  battle  immediately  began;  which  was 
obftinate,  and  continued  from  five  to  nine 
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o’clock  in  the  morning.  The  allies  carried  one 
of  the  enemy’s  lines,  but  numbers  were  fuccefs- 
fill.  The  French  inceffantly  brought  up  frelh 
troops,  that  had  not  been  in  adtion,  and  attacked 
the  two  wings  of  the  aiTailants,  The  allies  were 
unable  to  refill ;  and  the  prince,  perceiving  his 
difadvantage,  determined  to  retreat  to  Burich, 
with  the  lofs  of  twelve  hundred  men.  The 
French  did  not  purfue;  but  the  prince,  return¬ 
ing  to  his  camp,  found  his  bridges  had  been 
carried  away  by  a  fwell  of  the  waters.  They 
were  not  repaired  before  the  18th,  when  he 
palfed  the  Rhine,  raifed  the  fiege,  and  encamp¬ 
ed  at  Bremen,  which  is  but  a  mile  from  Wefel. 
Here  the  prince  fome  time  continued  to  obferve 
the  French,  who  gave  no  figns  of  purfuit;  after 
which  he  returned  into  the  country  of  Munfter; 
whence,  having  fent  a  part  of  his  corps  into 
Lower  Saxony,  he  put  the  remainder  into  quar¬ 
ters  of  cantonment. 

Nothing  confiderable  happened  during  this 
expedition  on  the  fide  of  prince  Ferdinand,  ex¬ 
cept  that  Wangenheim,  reinforced  by  fome 
troops  from  the  grand  army,  drove  de  Stain- 
ville  from  Duderlladt,  and  ellablilhed  himfelf 
there.  Marlhal  de  Broglio,  having  intrenched 
his  camp  of  CalTel,  fent  his  cavalry  into  the 
bilhoprick  of  Fulda.  Prince  Ferdinand  then 
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eroded  the  Wefer,  and  reinforced  his  pofts  of 
Uflar,  Moringen,  and  Nordheim.  We  lhall 
foon  fee  the  various  manoeuvres  of  thefe  gene¬ 
rals,  in  order  to  recover  and  to  maintain  Heffe. 
The  conteft  continued  during  the  two  fucceed- 
ing  campaigns ;  nor  did  the  allies  become  fupe- 
rior  till  toward  the  termination  of  the  peace. 


CHAP.  XIII. 

'The  Winter  of  1760/0  1761. 

ON  the  8th  of  December,  the  army  of  the 
king  went  into  winter  quarters.  It  had 
no  fear  of  being  difturbed  by  the  Imperialifts, 
who  too  retentively  kept  in  mind  the  battle  of 
Torgau,  and  were  wholly  employed  in  repair¬ 
ing  their  Ioffes.  With  the  French  it  was  dif¬ 
ferent  :  they  had  obtained  advantages  over 
prince  Ferdinand,  by  which  they  approached 
the  ftates  of  the  king,  and  the  frontiers  of  Sax¬ 
ony.  Marfhal  de  Broglio  occupied  Heffe,  had 
fent  a  detachment  of  Saxons  and  French  to 
Gotha,  held  Gottingen,  and  by  his  pofition 
equally  preffed  upon  the  Pruffians  and  allies. 
That  they  might  be  encroached  upon  in  return, 
the  king  required  prince  Ferdinand  to  take  the 
field  as  early  as  poffible ;  for  the  Pruffians  had 
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annually  to  combat  with  the  fame  troops,  againih 
the  Ruffians,  Swedes,  Auftrians  and  French. 
Prince  Ferdinand  inclined  toward  Gottingen 
with  his  army.  The  heavy  rains  made  the 
waters  fwell,  and  overflowed  the  roads.  Neither 
provifions  nor  ammunition  could  be  tranfported; 
the  expedition  failed,  and  prince  Ferdinand  re¬ 
turned  to  his  former  pofition. 

Not  yet  difcouraged  by  the  failure  of  this 
plan,  another  was  attempted  to  be  put  in  exe¬ 
cution.  Prince  Ferdinand  propofed  to  enter 
Heffe  by  three  routes,  to  fall  at  the  fame  time 
on  different  quarters  of  the  French,  by  which 
it  might  be  prefumed  the  enemy  would  be 
thrown  back  on  the  Maine,  and  that  he  might 
recover  the  towns  of  Heffe,  and  reftore  the  war 
to  a  more  advantageous  ftate  in  favour  of  the 
allies.  Further  to  encourage  the  prince  in  this 
expedition,  the  king  promifed  to  affift  him  with 
a  corps  of  Pruffians,  which  he  might  employ  as 
far  as  the  banks  of  the  Werra  and  Vach,  and 
meafures  were  concerted  for  the  performance  of 
this  enterprife. 

Seven  thoufand  Pruffians,  in  confequence, 
advanced  (February  12th,  1761)  to  Langen- 
falza,  where  de  Stain ville  was  polled,  with  a 
corps  of  Saxons  and  French.  The  little  rivulet 
of  the  Salza  divided  the  French  cavalry  and  the 

Saxon 
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Saxon  infantry.  De  Stainville  kept  on  the 
right  fide  of  the  rivulet,  with  his  corps,  and 
the  count  of  Solms  on  the  left,  having  a  marlh 
between  them.  The  Pruffians  on  their  arrival 
cannonaded  the  French  cavalry,  which  imme¬ 
diately  took  to  flight.  Seeing  themfelves  aban¬ 
doned  thus  by  de  Stainville,  the  Saxoris  thought 
proper  to  retreat.  Lollfioftel,  Anhalt,  andPritt- 
witz,  feized  the  moment  when  they  put  them¬ 
felves  in  motion,  attacked  with  the  Pruffian 
cavalry,  broke  them,  and  took  fixty  officers, 
three  hundred  men,  and  five  pieces  of  artillery, 
dividing  the  honour  of  fo  brave  an  action. 
Sporken  came  up  with  his  Hanoverians,  and 
joined  the  troops  of  the  king,  in  the  purfuit  of 
the  foe.  Luckner  again  attacked  the  Saxons 
at  Eifenach,  and  afterward  at  Vach,  where  he 
difperfed  their  whole  infantry.  Sporken  and 
Luckner  advanced  thence  to  Hersfeld. 

The  hereditary  prince  in  the  interim  feized 
on  Fritzlar,  and  the  magazine  which  the  French 
there  abandoned.  Prince  Ferdinand,  who  kept 
in  the  centre  of  thefe  two  corps,  with  the  main 
army,  pafied  the  Fulda,  and  marched  imme¬ 
diately  for  Caflel.  De  Broglio,  taken  thus  un¬ 
expectedly,  did  not  wait  his  coming,  but  retired 
through  the  town  of  Fulda  to  Hanau  and  Frank¬ 
fort,  However  unfavourable  the  feafon  might 
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be,  ftill  the  recovery  of  Cartel  from  the  French 
was  of  fo  much  importance  that  prince  Ferdi¬ 
nand  determined  to  undertake  the  fiege.  This 
operation  he  committed  to  the  count  de  la 
Lippe.  The  place  was  defended  by  a  garrifon 
of  fix  thoufand  French,  and  was  inverted  by  the 
count  with  fifteen  thoufand  Hanoverians.  Not 
to  lofe  that  opportunity  which  the  diftance  of 
the  French  army  prefented,  prince  Ferdinand  at 
once  undertook  to  befiege  the  three  towns  of 
Cartel,  Ziegenhain  and  Marbourg.  The  want 
of  experience  in  his  generals  and  engineers,  the 
delay  of  ammunition,  and  the  bad  and  broken 
roads,  which  occafioned  the  waggons  to  break 
down,  were  the  caufes  of  the  failure  of  all  the 
three. 

While  thefe  fieges  were  carried  on,  the  here¬ 
ditary  prince  advanced  to  obferve  the  motions 
of  the  French  toward  Frankfort,  and  on  the 
Maine.  The  prince  his  uncle  was  a  little  too 
much  in  the  rear,  with  the  grand  army*  to 
afford  him  prompt  fuccour.  De  Broglio  fell  on 
this  detachment  with  his  whole  army.  The 
hereditary  prince  loft  three  hundred  men,  and 
with  the  remainder  joined  prince  Ferdinand. 
De  Broglio  continued  to  advance  in  Hefle.  A 
detachment  of  the  allies,  which  befieged  Ziegtn- 
hain,  was  too  dilatory  in  retreat,  which  was 

irregu- 
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Irregularly  made  in  prefence  of  the  enemy,  and 
it  was  totally  defeated. 

To  avoid  ftiil  heavier  misfortunes,  prince 
Ferdinand  imagined  prudence  required  he 
fhould  evacuate  HeiTe;  and  his  retreat  was 
made  with  fo  much  precaution  that  he  re-enter¬ 
ed  the  electorate  of  Hanover,  without  having 
fuffered  the  lead  lofs.  De  Broglio  did  not  ven¬ 
ture  to  purfue,  but  remained  fatisfied  widi  re- 
vidualiing  the  city  of  Caffel,  and  reinforcing 
the  garrifon;  as  he  likewife  did  the  garrifons 
of  Gieffen,  Marbourg,  and  Ziegenhain;  after 
which  he  retreated  behind  the  Maine.  The 
troops  of  the  king,  ferving  againft  the  French 
and  Saxons,  now  becoming  ufelefs  on  the 
Werra,  were  employed  to  oppofe  the  army  of 
the  empire.  Scarcely  was  one  enemy  van- 
quifhed  before  another  rofe  up.  Schenkendorf, 
in  the  month  of  March,  led  the  Pruflians  againft 
a  corps  of  four  thoufand  men,  of  the  circles, 
polled  near  Schwarzbourg,  which  he  defeated, 
and  brought  back  twelve  hundred  prifoners  and 
five  cannon. 

After  narrating  the  events  of  a  campaign  dur¬ 
ing  which  no  refpeCt  was  paid  to  winter  or  all 
the  rigours  of  the  feafons,  it  is  neceffary  to  take 
a  retrofpe6t  of  what  paffed  in  the  cabinets  of 
princes.  France  began  to  feel  the  duration  of 

the 
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the  war :  fhe  was  enfeebled  by  the  total  inter¬ 
ruption  of  her  commerce;  by  her  Ioffes  in  the 
Eaft  and  Weft  Indies;  and  by  the  enormous 
expences  which  the  German  war  had  brought 
upon  her.  The  Auftrian  alliance  had  loft  the 
glare  of  novelty,  and  the  ftrft  raptures  of  fafhion 
were  paft.  The  people,  that  monfter  with 
many  tongues  and  few  eyes,  complained  of  the 
war,  the  burthen  of  which  they  bore,  and  which 
was  made  in  defence  of  the  ho  tile  of  Auftria, 
the  hereditary  foe  of  France.  A  more  refpedt- 
able  voice,  that  of  the  wife,  equally  exclaimed 
againft  a  war  which  mined  the  kingdom  to  ag~ 
grandife  a  reconciled  enemy;  and  this  voice 
began  to  claim  attention.  The  court  had  its 
private  views.  In  all  kingdoms  there  are  nu¬ 
merous  citizens  who,  removed  from  the  tumult 
of  the  world,  and  examining  free  from  paffion 
and  prejudice,  judge  with  a  fane  underftanding : 
while  thofe  who  hold  the  helm  contemplate  ob¬ 
jects  with  the  eyes  of  delufion,  reafon  concern¬ 
ing  the  phantoms  imagination  raifes,  and  often 
are  involved,  in  confequence  of  fome  falfe  mea- 
fure,  in  a  fucceffion  of  errors,  which  they  want¬ 
ed  the  power  to  forefee. 

This  was  nearly  the  fituation  of  the  miniftry 
of  Verfailles.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  they 
lent  a  written  declaration  to  their  allies,  inform¬ 
ing 
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ing  them  that  France  having  for  four  years,  in 
conjun&ion  with  the  powers  in  her  friendfhip, 
made  ineffe&ual  efforts  to  overwhelm  the  king 
of  Pruffia,  they  were  no  longer  in  a  condition 
to  fupport  that  enormous  expence  at  which  they 
had  hitherto  been  ;  and  that,  by  continuing  the 
war,  the  devaftation  and  ruin  of  Germany, 
which  was  the  theatre  of  war,  would  be  com¬ 
pleted.  They  concluded  by  advifing  the 
other  powers  to  renounce  all  prefent  intention 
of  conqueft ;  and  ferioufly  to  think  on  the  re- 
eftablifhment  of  peace. 

The  fame  declaration  was  made  in  ftill 
ftronger  terms  at  Stockholm;  becaufethat,  in  the 
ftates  affembled  in  diet  at  that  capital,  the  court 
party  had  warmly  attacked  the  French  faction, 
and  taxed  it  with  having  kindled  and  fomented 
war,  into  which  Sweden  had  been  dragged  to 
its  ruin.  The  pacific  difpofitions  therefore 
which  this  French  declaration  there  difplayed 
were  but  meant  to  calm  the  agitated  minds  of 
the  people,  and  to  overturn  the  arguments  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  party  of  oppofition;  that  the 
creatures  of  France  might  be  fupported  in  the 
fenate. 

The  two  emprelfes,  and  the  king  of  Po¬ 
land,  received  this  declaration  according  to  the 
different  fenfations  which  their  different  interefls 

infpired. 
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infpired.  The  king  of  Poland  was  in  reality 
weary  of  the  war :  he  began  to  perceive  that, 
as  it  continued  to  be  carried  on  in  his  country, 
he  was  equally  ruined  by  thofe  whom  he  called 
friends  or  foes ;  he  neverthelefs  hoped  he 
might  obtain  fome  indemnification  by  the  way 
of  treaty. 

The  emprefs  of  Rufiia  loved  peace,  and  was 
defirous  thefe  troubles  fhould  end  ;  becaufe  fhe 
hated  bufinefs,  labour,  and  the  fhedding  of 
blood.  But,  eafy  of  conviction  from  fuch  as 
had  gained  an  afcendancy  over  her  mind,  and 
excited  by  thofe  who  furrounded  her  perfon, 
Ihe  was  perfuaded  her  dignity  would  not  per- 
mit  her  to  make  peace,  till  the  power  of  PruF 
fia  fhould  firft  be  abafed. 

The  emprefs  queen,  who  fet  all  the  engines 
in  motion  that  were  aCting  throughout  Europe, 
to  humble  the  great  enemy  of  her  houfe,  was 
defirous  of  prolonging  an  enthufiafm  fo  advan¬ 
tageous  to  herfelf,  and  not  to  lay  down  arms 
till  all  that  fhe  had  meditated  againft  Pruffia 
fhould  be  entirely  effected.  That  fhe  might 
not  however  give  any  offence  to  the  court  of 
Verfailles,  but  might  in  appearance  conciliate 
interefts  fo  incompatible,  fine  propofed  that  a 
general  congrefs  fhould  be  held  at  Augfbourg ; 
certain  that  fhe  thus  fhould  flatter  France,  while, 

im 
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in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  fhe  fhould  affect  a 
conduct  highly  moderate.  This  in  reality  could 
in  no  wife  prejudice  her  intents  nor  her  interefts; 
for  it  was  in  her  power  to  lengthen  this  negotia¬ 
tion  to  whatever  period  fhe  fhould  think  pro¬ 
per,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  carry  on  the  war 
with  vigour,  during  the  approaching  campaign, 
on  the  fuccefs  of  which  all  her  high  hopes  were 
founded. 

The  propofal  for  this  congrefs  was  made  at 
London  by  prince  Gallitzin,  the  Ruffian  am- 
baffador  to  Great  Britain.  The  kings  of  Pruf- 
fia  and  England  acceded  with  the  lefs  repug¬ 
nance  becaufe  that  they  themfelves  had  pro- 
pofed  a  congrefs,  the  preceding  year,  although 
their  enemies  had  not  deigned  to  anfwer  the 
overtures  they  made.  Under  appearances  fo 
pacific,  France  concealed  views  more  profound. 
She  offered  England  a  fufpenfion  of  arms,  and 
reciprocally  to  fend  envoys  that  their  difputes 
might  terminate  in  friendfhip.  Her  fecret  pur- 
pofe  was  to  amufe  Great  Britain  by  negotiation, 
and  retard  the  immenfe  naval  armaments  of  the 
nation,  that  the  feafon  might  be  loft,  her  own 
fleets  reftored,  and  Spain  made  a  party  in  the 
war.  Or,  fhould  England  be  difpofed  to  peace, 
France  hoped,  under  the  mafk  of  mediatrix,  to 
become  the  arbitrefs  of  the  congrefs  of  Augf- 

bourg, 
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bourg,  and  there  to  enad  a  part  fimilar  to  tha? 
Ihe  had  heretofore  played  in  the  congrefs  of  the 
peace  of  W eftphalia. 

After  forne  conferences,  the  Britifh  miniftry  ' 
agreed  that  envoys  fhould  be  reciprocally  fent ; 
but  at  the  fame  time  declined  concluding  any 
fufpenfion  of  arms,  till  preliminaries  firffc  fhould 
be  ftipulated.  The  king,  who  knew  his  ene- 
mies,  named  his  minifters  for  the  congrefs  of 
Augfbourg.  Their  inftrudions  were  to  receive 
every  propolition  that  fhould  be  made,  but  not  to 
return  any  anfvver.  The  king  propofed  ferioufly 
to  negotiate  peace  by  his  minifters  at  London, 
where  he  found  his  advantage  in  treating  dired- 
ly  with  France,  and  not  with  fo  many  princes 
at  once.  Under  his  prefent  circumftances,  the 
king  could  not  oppofe  a  feparate  peace  between 
the  French  and  Englifh  ;  he  could  only  endea- 
vour  to  obtain  the  beft  poftible  conditions ;  and 
it  was  in  confequence  premifed  that  the  French 
fhould  be  obliged  to  reftore  the  provinces  be¬ 
longing  to  Pruffia,  which  they  had  invaded  dur¬ 
ing  war,  and  that  England  fhould  furnifh  the  king 
with  fublidies  and  troops,  that  he  might  oblige 
his  remaining  enemies  to  confent  to  a  proper 
accommodation.  It  was  further  agreed  that  no 
ambaftador  from  the  emperor  fhould  be  admit- 
ted  to  this  congrefs ;  becaufe  that  war  had  been 

made 
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made  on  the  emprefs  queen,  and  not  on  the 
chief  of  the  empire ;  which  claufe,  infignificant 
as  it  was  in  itfelf,  was  the  caufe  that  this  fa¬ 
mous  congrefs  was  never  held. 

England  at  this  time  (November  1760)  loft 
her  king,  George  II.  who  ended  a  glorious 
reign  by  a  mild  and  hafty  death.  Before  his 
departure  he  had  the  fatisfaction  to  hear  that 
Montreal  had  been  taken,  and  that  the  Eno-lifh 
had  completely  conquered  Canada.  Among 
other  virtues  this  prince  poffeffed  heroic  forti¬ 
tude  ;  fo  that  his  allies  might  place  an  entire 
confidence  in  his  word.  Elis  grandfon  was  his 
fucceffor,  then  fcarcely  of  age,  and  is  the  nre- 
fent  George  III. 

The  negotiation  frill  carried  on  at  Conftanti- 
nople  on  the  part  of  Pruffia,  which  has  fo  often 
been  mentioned  in  this  work,  began  then  to 
affume  a  kind  of  confiftency.  On  the  2d  of 
April,  the  Pruffian  minifter  figned  a  treaty  of 
friendlhip  with  the  grand  vizir,  and  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  a  public  audience.  The  contracting 
parties  mutually  referved  the  freedom  of  a  clofer 
union,  and  of  converting  it  into  a  defenfive 
alliance.  Plow  ineffectual  foever  this  treaty 
might  really  be,  it  infpired  the  court  of  Vienna, 
«md  even  that  of  Rufiia,  with  apprehenfions. 
The  engagement  that  the  two  powers  had  con¬ 
tracted 
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traded  was  fuppofed  to  be  of  a  more  intimate 
kind  than  fuch  as  it  was  publicly  announced. 
But,  as  the  Ottoman  forces  were  not  put  in  mo¬ 
tion,  the  emprefs  queen  imagined  no  diverfion 
would  happen,  during  this  campaign. 

The  troops  remained  tranquil  in  their  quar¬ 
ters  till  the  end  of  March.  In  the  month  of 
April  thofe  of  Saxony  affembled  in  canton¬ 
ments,  and  the  king  transferred  his  quarters 
from  Leipfic  to  MeilTen. 


CHAP.  XIV. 

Campaign  of  1761. 

THE  pacific  fentiments,  which  the  two  Xm» 
perial  courts  difplayed  with  fo  much 
oflentation,  did  not  prevent  them  from  haften- 
ing,  with  extreme  ardour,  every  preparation 
for  the  coming  campaign.  The  greateft  ef¬ 
forts  were  intended,  and  every  means  were  to 
be  employed  to  reduce  the  king  of  Pruffia  to 
the  laffc  extremity.  Marfhal  Daun  took  the 
command  of  the  Imperial  army  in  Saxony  ;  that 
of  Silefia  was  confided  to  general  Laudon,  who 
on  the  6th  of  April  came  and  encamped  at 
Seitendorf,  in  the  prefence  of  Goltz,  who  had 
polled  his  troops  at  Kunzendorf.  The  advan¬ 
tages 
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tages  the  king  had  gained,  during  the  laft  cam¬ 
paign  againft  the  Auftrians,  had  not  been  fuf- 
ficiently  important  totally  to  incline  the  balance 
in  his  favour.  The  emprefs  queen  had  recruit¬ 
ed  her  troops  during  winter,  and  the  Ruffian 
army,  which  was  at  her  difpofal,  continually 
gave  her  the  advantage  of  numbers,  .  and  R 
facility  of  making  fubftantial  diverfions,  when¬ 
ever  fhe  fhould  think  proper.  Exclufive  of 
this  aid,  fhe  further  had  that  of  the  troops  of 
the  empire,  and  the  Swedilh  army.  Alexander, 
with  not  fo  many  foldiers  and  allies,  fubjugated 
the  empire  of  Perlia. 

The  different  plans  of  the  campaign  formed 
by  the  belligerent  powers  were  as  follow. 

France  determined  to  aft  with  tWo  armies 
againft  prince  Ferdinand ;  that  of  the  Lower 
Rhine,  under  the  command  of  the  prince  de 
Soubife,  was  to  feize  on  Munfter;  and  that  of 
the  Maine,  headed  by  the  marfhal  de  Broglio, 
was  to  penetrate  by  Gottingen  into  the  eleftorate 
of  Hanover.  Laudon  was  deftined,  by  the 
court  of  Vienna,  to  undertake  a  war  of  lieges  in 
Silefia,  in  which  he  was  to  be  fupported  by  the 
Ruffians.  The  latter  were  to  lead  their  princi¬ 
pal  forces  on  the  Wartha,  where  they  had 
chofen  Pofen  as  their  central  polition.  From 
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this  poft  Butturlin  was  to  aCt  in  Silefia,  accord¬ 
ing  as  it  fhould  be  agreed  between  himfelf  and 
the  Auftrian  generals,  while  Romanzow,  with  a 
heavy  detachment,  was  to  behege  Colberg,  and 
to  be  fupported  by  the  Ruffian  and  Swedifh 
fleets.  Marfhal  Daun  referved  himfelf  for  de- 
cifive  occafions.  His  army  was  as  the  maga¬ 
zine  whence  every  reinforcement  was  to  be 
fent,  into  the  parts  where  their  prefence  fhould 
be  neceffary.  O’Donel  confequently  was  de¬ 
tached  with  fixteen  thoufand  men  for  Zittau, 
where  he  was  equally  ready  to  march  into 
Saxony  or  Silefia. 

It  was  impoffible  for  the  king  and  his  allies 
to  take  meafures  that  fhould  fufficiently  and  ef¬ 
fectually  oppofe  the  intentions  and  efforts  of 
fuch  a  hoft  of  enemies.  The  principal  arrange¬ 
ments  however  were  thefe.  To  the  hereditary 
prince  the  charge  of  covering  the  country  of 
Munfter  againft  the  attacks  of  the  prince  de 
Soubife  was  committed,  by  prince  Ferdinand, 
who  affumed  Paderborn  as  his  central  point, 
where  he  was  empowered  to  fupport  the  here¬ 
ditary  prince,  or  to  come  on  the  back  of  de 
Broglio,  fhould  the  marfhal  hazard  the  paffage 
of  the  Wefer,  and  adventure  into  the  electorate 
of  Hanover. 
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The  army  of  Saxony  was  confided  by  the 
king  to  the  prince  his  brother,  to  whom  it  was 
recommended  to  obferve  marfhal  Daun ;  and, 
fhould  the  marfhal  take  the  road  to  Silefia,  to 
follow  with  a  part  of  the  Pruffian  force;  leaving 
general  Hulfen  at  Meiffen,  with  a  detachment, 
that  he  might  maintain  himfelf  in  Saxony,  as 
far  as  circumftances  would  permit.  To  himfelf 
the  king  referved  the  defence  of  Silefia.  Goltz 
was  chofen  to  cover  Glogau,  with  a  corps  of 
twelve  thoufand  men.  The  prince  of  Wur- 
temberg,  who  had  wintered  in  Mecklenbourg, 
was  deftined  with  the  troops  under  his  com¬ 
mand  to  cover  the  town  of  Colberg ;  and  the 
intrenched  camp  he  was  to  occupy  round  that 
place  was  laboured  at  with  diligence.  It  was 
forefeen  that,  fhould  the  Ruffians  fail  in  this 
fiege,  they  might  carry  their  attacks  either 
toward  the  eledoral  March  or  toward  Silefia. 
Should  the  former  happen,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  prince  of  Wurtemberg  and  general  Goltz 
fhould  form  a  junction  at  Frankfort,  to  cover 
Berlin  ;  where,  of  the  two  grand  Pruffian  ar¬ 
mies,  that  which  had  the  leaft  to  perform 
fhould  fend  them  fuccours ;  and,  if  the  latter 
took  place,  Goltz  had  inftra&ions  to  cover 
Glogau  or  Breflau,  according  as  the  one  or  the 
other  of  thefe  towns  fhould  moil  need  fupport. 

N  2  The 
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The  troops  having  previoufly  aflembled  in 
their  various  places  of  deftination,  the  king  be¬ 
gan  his  march,  on  the  4th  of  May,  paffed  the 
Elbe  at  Hirfchftein,  on  the  fame  day,  and  on 
the  1  oth  arrived  at  Lowenberg,  without  meet¬ 
ing  with  any  impediment  on  his  route.  Lau- 
don,  on  the  approach  of  the  P ruffians,  aban¬ 
doned  his  camp  of  Seitendorf,  retired  into 
Bohemia,  and  intrenched  himfelf  at  Haupt- 
mannfdorf,  near  Braunau.  He  further  gar- 
nilhed  the  polls  of  Silberberg  and  Wartha  with 
troops  fufRcient  for  the  defence  of  thefe  two 
palfes,  which  lead  into  the  county  of  Glatz„ 
The  king  chofe  his  pofition  near  Kunzendorf 
his  right  occupied  the  Zeifkenberg  and  Furften- 
flein;  his  left  extended  on  the  eminence  of  Bernf- 
dorf.  Bulow  was  belide  polled  at  Nimptfch, 
with  a  corps  of  cavalry,  to  preferve  a  free  com¬ 
munication  with  Neifs.  Goltz  meantime  de¬ 
parted  with  a  detachment  of  ten  thoufand  men 
for  Glogau,  whence  he  detached  Thadden,  with 
four  battalions,  to  join  the  prince  of  Wurtem- 
berg,  who  already  occupied  his  intrenched  camp 
near  Colberg. 

While  thefe  preparatives  were  executing  in 
Silefia,  Pomerania,  and  Saxony,  the  Aullrians 
and  Ruffians  held  their  deliberations.  It  was 
with  difficulty  that  they  could  agree ;  and  their 
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plan  of  operations  was  feveral  times  changed. 
At  length  they  concluded  that  Romanzow 
fhould  befiege  Colberg ;  and  that  Butturlin 
Ihould  immediately  march  for  Brellau.  Gene¬ 
ral  Goltz,  in  the  interim,  fell  lick ;  and  in  a 
few  days  was  carried  off  by  an  inflammatory 
fever.  Ziethen,  his  fucceffor,  was  fent  on  an 
expedition  into  Poland,  that  had  twice  been  at¬ 
tempted  in  vain,  and  which  a  third  time  failed. 
This  was  to  attack  fome  of  the  Ruffian  columns 
on  their  march,  'when  they  were  too  fcattered 
to  find  any  prompt  fuccour.  The  one  marched 
for  Schneidemuhle,  the  other  for  Schwerin,  and 
the  third  for  Pofen.  General  Zeithen  advanced 
to  Fraulladt,  where  he  beat  a  corps  of  Coffacks, 
but  durft  adventure  no  further ;  the  three  Ruf¬ 
fian  divifions  having,  two  days  before,  formed 
their  junftion  at  Pofen. 

Butturlin  then  put  himfelf  in  motion,  tra- 
verfed  the  palatinate  of  Pofnania  by  fhort 
marches,  and  llowly  continued  his  road,  flill 
approaching  Silefia  on  the  fide  of  Militfch, 
which  indicated  his  defigns  on  Brellau.  Ziethen 
kept  pace  with  him,  directing  his  march  to¬ 
ward  Trachenberg.  No  fooner  were  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  in  motion  than  O’Donel,  quitting  Lufatia^ 
proceeded  to  join  the  army  of  Laudon. 

The  pofition  the  king  had  taken  among  the 
N  3  mourn 
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mountains  of  Silefia  was  but  precarious.  He 
covered  the  fiat  country  againft  the  enemy’s  in- 
curfions,  as  well  as  circumftances  would  per¬ 
mit  ;  but  fince  Butturlin  had  marched  toward 
Militfch,  he  foon  muft  have  a  confiderable 
army  in  his  rear,  having  already  the  Auftrians 
in  front.  The  hills  therefore  muft  be  forfaken, 
and  the  army  polled  in  fuch  a  manner  as,  by 
not  being  attached  to  one  particular  defence, 
it  might  haftily  turn  on  any  fide,  to  fruftrate 
the  attempts  of  the  enemy.  The  camp  of  Pul- 
zen  was  the  bell  for  the  execution  of  this  pro¬ 
ject,  and  was  accordingly  occupied  by  the  army. 
The  king  propofed  to  keep,  as  long  as  poffi- 
ble,  a  middle  line  between  the  Auftrians  and 
Ruffians,  that  he  might  oppofe  their  union. 
He  was  alfo  determined  to  give  the  Auftrians 
battle,  Ihould  any  favourable  opportunity  offer; 
but  to  keep  fcrupuloufiy  on  the  defenfive  with 
the  Ruffians ;  becaufe  that  Ihould  he  gain  a 
viilory  over  the  Auftrians  they  would  of  them- 
felves  retire  ;  whereas,  Ihould  fimilar  advantages 
attend  on  attacking  tire  Ruffians,  that  would 
not  prevent  general  Laudon  from  continuing 
his  operations.  The  Auftrians  are  the  natural 
and  irreconcileable  enemies  of  the  Pruffians, 
while  circumftances  only  rendered  the  Ruffians 
foes,  who  might  by  lome  change,  or  fome 

revolution. 
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revolution,  become  friends,  nay  even  allies. 
Not  to  conceal  the  truth,  let  us  add,  the 
Pruffian  army  was  not  in  fufficient  force  to  give 
battle  daily,  and  the  king  was  obliged  to  huf- 
band  his  efforts,  and  his  troops,  for  critical  and 
decifive  moments.  The  king  had  been  but  a 
few  days  in  his  camp  of  Pulzen  (July  the  21ft) 
when  Laudon  left  the  mountains,  oppofite  the 
Pruflians,  by  the  defile  of  Steinkunzendorf. 
This  weak  manoeuvre  difcovered  his  whole  in¬ 
tentions  ;  and  he  feemed  openly  to  proclaim 
he  meant  to  attack  the  fortrefs  of  Neifs.  On 
the  morrow  the  army  of  the  king  departed,  and 
occupied  the  heights  of  Siegroth,  and,  as  the 
Auflrians  were  feen  to  take  the  road  of  Fran- 
kenflein,  it  was  determined  to  anticipate  them, 
by  firft  gaining  the  heights  of  Munflerberg. 
While  making  this  march,  Brentano  was  the 
next  day  found  polled  between  Frankenstein 
and  Henrichau,  whence  he  had  thrown  fome 
pandours  into  Munflerberg.  The  volunteers 
cf  Courbiere,  and  the  grenadiers  of  Nim- 
fchewfky,  forced  the  town  ;  and  Brentano,  after 
being  expofed  to  a  warm  cannonade,  retired  to 
fome  diftance  from  the  poll  he  had  occupied. 

Moring,  who  was  fent  forward  with  his  regi¬ 
ment  to  the  heights  of  Noffen,  there  took  the 
whole  encampment  of  Laudon,  which  was  only 
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covered  by  three  hundred  huffars.  The  king, 
while  polling  the  infantry  on  thefe  heights,  dif- 
covered  the  Auftrian  army  on  the  fide  of  Fran- 
kenftein,  which,  by  its  circuitous  windings  and' 
wavering  manoeuvres,  fufficiently  demonftrated 
that  its  plans  were  deranged.  The  real  inten¬ 
tion  of  Laudon  had  been  to  affume  this  camp, 
that  he  might  cut  off  the  king  from  Neifs,  and 
to  afterward  poll  himfelf  on  the  heights  of 
Woitz,  Giefmanfdorf,  and  Neudorf.  By  this 
he  would  have  formed  the  invelliture  of  the 
place  on  this  fide  the  river,  while  the  Ruffians, 
palling  the  Oder  at  Oppeln,  would  arrive  and 
urround  it  on  the  lide  of  Upper  Silelia, 
rom  Billau  as  far  as  the  Carclau.  The  army 
of  the  king  made  but  a  Ihort  llay  at  Noffen, 
and  advanced  the  fame  day  to  Carlowitz.  On 
the  morrow,  it  extended  along  a  continuation 
of  hills  which  go  from  Ottmachau,  by  Gief- 
manfdorf,  as  far  as  Schilde.  Laudon  (23d)  de¬ 
feated  in  his  attempt  encamped  at  Ober  Pomf- 
dorf ;  and,  either  from  native  reftleffnefs  or  a 
habit  of  commanding  detachments,  he  fix  times 
in  eight  days  changed  his  pofition,  for  which 
no  poffible  good  reafon  could  be  given. 

The  Ruffians  however  advanced  to  Warten- 
berg,  whence  they  foon  after  further  extended 
to  Namflau.  Ziethcn,  who  obferved  them, 
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immediately  approached  Brellau ;  and  afterward 
proceeded  to  cover  Brieg.  Soon  after  his  de¬ 
parture  from  Brellau,  the  Polilh  fuburb  of  that 
city  was  infulted  by  the  Ruffians,  which  obliged 
the  king  to  detach  Knobloch  with  ten  battalions 
and  as  many  fquadrons. 

The  Auftrian  army  ftill  continued  in  perpe¬ 
tual  agitation.  After  having  paffed  and  repaired 
the  Neiffe,  it  encamped  at  the  village  of  Baum- 
garten,  near  the  Wartha.  The  king  feizedthe 
moment,  paffed  the  Neiffe,  and  took  his  por¬ 
tion  at  Opperfdorf ;  whence  he  departed  with  a 
detachment  for  Neufladt.  Bethlem  here  en¬ 
camped  with  fix  thoufand  Aullrians ;  and  it  was 
fufpefted  Laudon  intended  to  fend  him  on  the 
fide  of  Oppeln,  that  he  might  fuccour  marfhal 
Butturlin,  who,  as  it  was  believed,  propofed 
to  pafs  the  Oder,  that  he  might  join  the  Au¬ 
ftrian  army.  The  van-guard  of  the  king,  con¬ 
fining  of  huffars,  attacked  a  regiment  of  the 
enemy,  which  it  repulfed,  and  purfued  under 
the  cannon  of  Hennerfdorf ;  where  the  Au- 
ftrians  had  conftrufted  redoubts. 

Ziethen  had  paffed  the  Oder  at  Brieg,  and 
the  Neiffe  at  Schurgaft.  He  afterward  arrived 
from  Steinau,  and  turned  the  right  flank  of 
Bethlem;  who,  haftily  retiring  to  Jtegerndorf, 
was  purfued  by  Loffow,  and  driven  from  Jte- 
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gerndorf,  through  Troppau,  beyond  the  Mora 
in  Moravia.  The  enepny  loft,  at  the  affault 
of  Neuftadt,  and  during  his  retreat,  between 
four  and  five  hundred  men.  After  having  thus 
fent  Bethlem  to  a  diftance,  Ziethen  eftablilhed 
himfelf  at  Schnellwalde,  and  the  king  returned 
to  his  army;  the  left  of  which  almoft  joined  the 
detachment  under  Ziethen,  and  the  right  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  heights,  fronting  Opperfdorf. 
This  expedition  having  rendered  the  junftion 
of  the  enemies  in  Upper  Silefia  more  difficult, 
there  was  but  little  probability  that  Butturlin 
would  perfevere  in  his  intention  of  palling  the 
Oder  at  Oppeln. 

The  motions  of  the  army  of  the  king  threw 
that  of  the  Auftrians  into  new  agitation.  Lau- 
don  encamped  at  Weidenau;  and  on  the  mor¬ 
row  at  Johannefberg,  with  which  he  was  pre- 
fently  difpleafed ;  he  finally  pafifed  the  Neiffe, 
and  remained  in  the  environs  of  Camenz. 

During  thefe  different  marches  and  counter¬ 
marches,  the  Ruffians  extended  themfelves  on 
the  oppofite  Ihore  of  the  Oder,  where  they  pil¬ 
laged  and  wafted  the  country.  Intelligence  was 
brought  of  the  cruelties  they  committed.  Their 
manoeuvres  were  fo  obfcure  that  it  was  impoffi- 
ble  to  divine  whether  it  was  their  real  intention 
to  pafs  the  Oder  in  Upper  Silefia,  or  toward 
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Ohlau  ;  or  whether  they  meditated  Tome  flege : 
in  a  word  there  was  no  imagining  what  attempt 
it  was  they  meditated. 

As  certitude  could  not  be  obtained  (Auguft) 
the  king  thought  proper  to  prepare  for  every 
accident ;  and  to  fend  a  corps  between  Breflau 
and  Brieg,  that  might  be  in  readinefs  to  fuc- 
cour  either  of  thofe  places,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  obferve  the  Oder.  Knobloch  departed  with 
this  intent  for  Grotkau,  whence  he  might,  in  a 
few  hours,  arrive  to  the  aid  of  either  of  thefe 
towns ;  and  even,  if  it  fo  fhould  be  neceflary, 
to  rejoin  the  army  of  the  king. 

The  Ruffians  had  advanced  to  Hundsfeld, 
which  is  but  a  mile  from  Breflau;  and,  as  this 
motion  indicated  they  no  longer  meant  to  pafs 
the  Oder  in  Upper  Silefia,  the  army  of  the 
king  and  the  corps  of  Ziethen  eroded  the 
Neifle;  and  on  the  morrow,  by  a  forced  march, 
arrived  at  Strehlen,  that  they  ftill  might  hold 
the  centre  between  the  two  oppofing  armies, 
and  impede  their  junction  as  long  as  poffible. 
Butturlin  had  been  led  to  hope  that,  by  the  aid 
of  four  thoufand  Auftrian  prifoners,  then  in 
Breflau,  one  of  the  city  gates  might  be  fur- 
prifed;  and  that,  fhould  the  Ruffians  at  the  fame 
time  attack  the  Polifh  fuburb  which  lies  beyond 
the  Oder,  he  might  feize  on  this  capital  by  a 
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co.up  de  main.  Czernichef  was  charged  with 
the  execution  of  the  enterprife,  and  entered 
the  fuburb,  which  is  unfortified,  with  fome 
troops ;  but  Tauenzien  the  governor  had  fo 
well  taken  his  meafures  that  he  overawed  the 
prifoners,  and  repelled  the  Ruffians.  Knob- 
loch  flew  to  his  fuccour.  The  two  generals 
made  a  vigorous  fall.y  on  the  enemy,  and  com¬ 
pletely  diflodged  him  from  the  remaining  part 
of  the  fuburb  of  which  he  ftill  held  poffeffion. 

Not  yet  fatisfied  with  the  precautions  he  had 
taken,  the  king  further  fent  Platen  with  eleven 
battalions  and  fifteen  fquadrons  to  Rothenfir- 
ben;  whence  he  was  to  pay  ftrict  attention  to 
Breflau  and  the  Oder,  to  fpeed  to  the  fuccour 
of  Tauenzien,  if  neceffary,  or  fend  information 
of  the  part  of  the  river  at  which  the  Ruffians 
fhould  make  preparations  to  pafs. 

The  parties  of  the  king,  in  the  interim, 
gained  intelligence  (the  9th)  that  the  Auflrian 
army  had  encamped  at  Hunzendorf ;  and  that 
the  Ruffians  had  abandoned  the  vicinage  of 
Breflau ;  on  which  the  army  quitted  its  pofition 
at  Strehlen,  and,  by  a  forced  march,  arrived 
beyond  the  Schweidnitzer- Waller,  and  Canth, 
where  it  was  joined  by  the  generals  Platen  and 
Knobloch.  On  the  morrow  (the  12th)  the 
king  changed  the  pofition  of  his  army,  and  en¬ 
camped 
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camped  at  Moys.  Confufed  rumours  ran  through 
the  camp  refpedting  the  Ruffians,  who  were  faid 
to  have  palled  the  Oder  belide  Auras.  Some 
affirmed  that  fome  Coffacks  only  had  paffed; 
others  fpoke  of  a  detachment  from  the  army; 
and  a  third  party  pretended  that  Butturlin  and 
the  whole  army  had  croffed.  As  this  was  intel¬ 
ligence  of  the  utmoft  importance,  every  effort 
was  made  to  learn  the  truth.  Schmettau  was 
detached  to  Neumarck,  whence  he  expelled  a 
body  of  Coffacks,  and  took  fome  prifoners. 
Mollendorf,  in  like  manner  fent  to  reconnoitre 
at  a  village  named  Rock,  alfo  drove  off  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  the  enemy ;  but  little  information 
was  obtained  from  the  prifoners  that  were  brought 
to  the  camp,  for  they  had  three  days  before  paf¬ 
fed  the  Oder  by  fwimming,  and  had  wholly  oc¬ 
cupied  themfelves  with  pillage :  they  did  not  fo 
much  as  know  what  was  become  of  general  But¬ 
turlin  or  his  army. 

A  motion  made  by  Laudon,  toward  Striegau, 
occafioned  the  army  of  the  king  to  occupy  the 
hill  of  Leipe,  with  the  right,  and  Eifdorf  with 
the  left.  But,  as  the  queftion  whether  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  had  or  had  not  paffed  the  Oder  ftill  was 
undetermined,  it  was  neceffary,  in  order  to  pro¬ 
cure  politive  intelligence,  to  detach  a  corps  fuf- 
ficiently  ftrong  to  advance,  and,  by  infpedting 

the 
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the  place,  afcertain  truth  or  falfehood.  For 
this  purpofe  the  king  fent  Platen  with  forty 
fquadrons  and  ten  battalions,  who  was  charged 
to  reconnoitre  toward  Parchwitz.  The  kino; 

O 

himfelf  went  to  the  regiment  of  Ziethen,  en¬ 
camped  at  the  extremity  of  the  right,  that  he 
might  be  a  perfonal  fpedtator,  and  judge  whe¬ 
ther  it  would  be  neceffary  to  fupport  Platen, 
whether  he  ought  to  retire,  or  what  other  mea- 
fure  might  be  belt  to  take.  Scarcely  had  he 
arrived  before  a  cloud  of  ColTacks,  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  three  or  four  thoufand,  fell  on  the  regi¬ 
ment  of  Ziethen,  with  thofe  cuftomary  cries  and 
clamours  they  fend  forth  when  they  attack.  A 
meffenger  was  haftily  difpatched  to  the  army, 
with  orders  for  the  firft  regiments  encamped  on 
the  right  to  advance,  and  in  the  mean  time  all 
neceffary  efforts  for  defence  were  made.  The 
fquadrons  were  divided  into  two  parts,  the 
better  to  guard  their  front,  and  cover  their 
flanks.  A  fubaltern  officer  with  ten  huffars  were 
ftationed  in  front  of  each  troop,  with  orders  to 
remain  clofe  and  firm,  and  only  to  defend  them- 
felves  by  fkirmifhing,  and  difcharging  their 
carabines.  Every  time  that  the  Coffacks  made 
any  pretence  of  falling  on  thefe  fmall  detached 
parties  the  fquadrons  in  the  rear  fuftained  them, 
fabre  in  hand,  and  taking  care  not  to  engage. 
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This  fkirmifh  continued  an  hour  and  a  halt; 
but,  as  Toon  as  the  Coflacks  perceived  the  diftant 
fuccour  advancing,  they  haftily  took  to  flight, 
and  retired  on  the  fide  of  Gros  Wandris. 

Whoever  preferves  a  good  countenance  in 
prefence  of  the  Coflacks  runs  no  great  rifk ;  for 
the  regiment  of  Ziethen,  very  inferior  in  num¬ 
bers,  fingly  maintained  itfelf  againft  them,  with¬ 
out  having  a  hufiar  taken  or  wounded.  Scarcely 
had  the  fuccour  from  the  army  joined  the  king 
before  forty  Auftrian  fquadrons  were  feen  in  the 
plains  of  Jauer,  advancing  full  trot  toward 
Wahlftadt.  Platen  had  repulfed  the  Ruffians, 
beyond  Gros  Wandris,  the  king  had  ordered 
Ziethen  to  follow  with  fix  battalions  and  ten 
fquadrons  for  his  fupport;  and  at  length  fol¬ 
lowed  himfelf.  When  the  troops  attained  the 
height  of  Wurgen,  the  head  of  the  Auftrian 
cavalry  was  feen,  coming  from  the  fide  of  Wahl¬ 
ftadt.  It  was  received  with  a  tolerable  fire 
from  the  artillery,  and  incontinently  attacked 
by  Reitzenftein,  with  the  dragoons  of  Finck, 
and  two  fquadrons  of  Czetteritz.  After  two 
reiterated  charges,  it  was  driven  back  to  the 
defile  it  had  left,  and  three  hundred  prifoners 
were  taken.  The  Auftrians  fled  in  diforder 
to  Jauer,  and  one  Angle  regiment  joined  But- 

rwrlin. 
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turlin,  becaufe  that  regiment  had  been  the  firfl 
to  pafs. 

Chance  would  have  it  that  the  Coflacks  them- 
felves  thould  aid  on  this  occafion  to  vanquifli 
the  Auftrians.  The  dragoons  of  the  latter,  that 
were  in  the  van,  were  in  a  blue  uniform. 
Thefe  the  Coflacks  fuppofed  to  be  Pruffians, 
and,  while  Reitzenftein  attacked  in  front,  the 
Ruffians  took  them  in  flank.  Victorious  over 
the  Auftrians,  the  P ruffian  cavalry  afterward 
drove  the  Coflacks  to  the  very  camp  in  which 
Butturlin  was  intrenched.  His  army  occupied 
the  ground  that  lies  between  the  village  of 
Kofchwitz  and  that  of  Kunzendorf.  It  had 
pafled  the  Oder  at  Leubus;  and  had  very  dili¬ 
gently  laboured  to  fortify  itfeff  in  this  poft. 
The  reafons  why  the  king  ought  not  to  attack 
the  Ruffians  ftill  continued  the  fame.  Their 
army  was  pofted  in  a  manner  not  to  be  forced, 
except  by  the  facrifice  of  great .  numbers,  and 
the  king  had  not  a  man  too  many.  Pie  had 
only  been  followed  by  twenty-four  battalions 
and  fifty-eight  fquadrons;  the  main  body  had 
remained  with  the  margrave  Charles,  at  the 
camp  of  Leipe,  to  preferve  the  rear  of  the  king 
at  liberty,  and  to  more  narrowly  watch  the 
motions  of  the  Auftrians.  The  diftance  of  the 

two 
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two  corps  however  was  fo  inconfiderable  that  they 
could  join  in  lefs  than  two  hours.  Laudon  was 
too  diftant  from  Leipe  to  attack  the  margrave 
unexpectedly.  Let  what  would  happen,  the 
latter  had  time  to  fend  intelligence,  and  wait  for 
fupport;  and  the  tardinefsof  the  Ruffians  would 
permit  the  king,  in  cafe  of  neceffity,  to  bring  up 
the  margrave  Charles. 

His  majefty  encamped  between  Klein,  Wan- 
dris,  and  Wahlftadt;  where  he  carefully  in¬ 
trenched  his  troops,  that  they  might  not  fuffer 
furprife,  and  an  old  redoubt  was  repaired  at 
the  Wurgenteich,  the  better  to  afcertain  the 
communication  of  the  two  Pruffian  armies.  On 
the  morrow  a  new  camp  prefented  itfelf  behind 
Jauer.  It  was  not  lufficient  to  know  that  this 
camp  was  Auftrian,  it  was  neceffary  to  be  in¬ 
formed  with  what  view  it  had  turned  to  that 
fide.  To  effed  this,  an  officer  and  three  huffars, 
who  underftood  a  little  Ruffian,  affiumed  the 
difguifeof  Coffacks;  and,  early  in  the  morning, 
glided  into  the  camp  of  Jauer,  under  a  pre¬ 
tence  of  having  loft  themfelves,  while  going 
on  the  fcout,  for  want  of  better  knowing  the 
roads.  The  Auftrian  officer  on  guard  paid  them 
every  civility,  and  related  that  this  was  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  fix  thoufand  men,  under  Brentano, 

O  commanded 
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commanded  to  cover  the  Auftrian  artillery,, 
which  Laudon  had  caufed  to  advance  hither, 
that  it  might  be  the  more  ready,  fhould  the 
P^uffians  attack  the  Ruffians,  for  the  Auftrians 
immediately  to  aid  the  latter,  and  that  thus  the 
deftruftion  of  the  king  might  be  afcertained  by 
the  two- -Imperial  armies. 

Butturlin  decamped  on  the  morrow,  and  paf- 
fed  near  Lignitz,  taking  a  pofition  befide  the 
village  of  Klein  Eicke.  Laudon  imagined  he 
had  furnifhed  the  king  with  an  opportunity  of 
attacking  the  Ruffians  on  their  march.  The 
movement  of  Butturlin  was  made  within  can¬ 
non  {hot  of  the  army,  and  over  ground  that  did 
not  appear  difficult;  but  it  was  neceffiary  not 
to  depart  from  principles.  The  Ruffians  paffed 
unmolefted;  nor  was  their  rear-guard  even  ha- 
rafled.  After  the  manoeuvre  they  had  made,  it 
was  impoffible  to  oppofe  the  junction  with  the 
Auftrians.  The  latter  kept  on  their  guard; 
that  they  might  give  no  advantage,  Laudon 
had  never  quitted  the  foot  of  the  hills,  and  had 
the  addrefs,  on  all  occafions,  to  expofe  the  allies 
of  Auftria  to  marches,  and  the  moll  hazardous 
enterprifes. 

The  moft  advantageous  manner  in  which  the 
king  could  a<ft,  in  this  fituation,  was  to  gain  the 
heights  of  Kunzendorf  by  a  forced  march;  be- 
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caufe  that,  if  he  could  occupy  this  poll:  before 
Laudon,  the  Auftrian  army  would  be  cut  off 
from  its  magazines,  and  the  Ruffians,  who 
could  only  fubfift  on  the  provilions  furnifhed  by 
the  emprefs  queen,  would  foon  be  obliged,  for 
V/ant  of  bread,  to  approach  their  own  (lores  left 
in  Poland.  This  projeft:  therefore,  if  happily 
executed,  might  entirely  change  the  face  of  af¬ 
fairs,  in  Silefia,  for  the  reft  of  the  campaign. 

The  army  of  the  king  marched  firft,  and  the 
margrave,  to  gain  time,  immediately  detached 
Knobloch,  that  he  might  feize  on  the  Pitfchen- 
berg,  at  the  foot  of  which  the  army  muft  necef- 
farily  pafs.  This  he  occupied  the  fame  night; 
and  on  the  morrow  (the  20th)  the  whole  army 
appeared  in  the  environs  of  Jauernick  and 
Bunzelwitz.  But  the  propofed  plan  failed : 
Laudon  had  anticipated  the  king.  He  had  the 
day  before  fent  fome  twenty  battalions  of  his 
army  that  were  encamped  at  Kunzendorf.  The 
heights  of  Kunzendorf  form  a  poft  in  which  the 
troops  that  poflefs  them  cannot  be  forced.  No 
coup  de  main  could  be  attempted ;  and  the 
more  fo  becaufe  the  Auftrian  army  was  difco- 
vered  on  the  full  march  for  this  camp,  to  fill  it 
in  its  whole  extent. 

Unable  to  aft:  offenfively,  the  army  extended 
nfelf  from  the  hill  of  VV'urben  to  the  village  of 
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Zechen,  where  the  right  ended,  a  part  of  which 
was  covered  by  the  Nonnenbufch.  Nothing 
hereafter  could  throw  any  impediments  in  the 
way  of  the  Ruffians  and  Auftrians,  fo  as  to 
affeft  their  junction.  It  was  forefeen  that  thefe 
two  armies  would  fhortly  affemble  in  the  vici¬ 
nity  of  Schweidnitz.  Under  fuch  circumftances 
the  king  muft  provide  for  the  fecurity  of  his 
camp,  and  for  that  of  the  fortrefs  of  Schweid¬ 
nitz.  He  might  affume  a  pofition  at  Pulzen, 
where  nature  feemed  to  have  been  at  the  whole 
expence  of  fortifying  a  camp.  But,  though  the 
army  might  there  find  fafety,  there  was  danger 
that  Laudon  and  Butturlin  would  befiege 
Schweidnitz,  in  the  prefence  of  the  king  and 
the  whole  army,  which  they  could  not  prevent. 
For  this  reafon  the  pod  of  Bunzelwitz  was  pre¬ 
ferred  ;  becaufe  that  it  covered  the  place,  and 
rendered  a  fiege  impracticable. 

Still  it  was  to  be  feared  that  the  army  of  the 
two  empreffies  would  fend  a  detachment  for 
Brefiau,  which,  obliging  the  king  to  quit  the 
vicinage  of  Schweidnitz,  would  have  given  the 
enemy  an  opportunity  to  befiege  the  town.  But 
to  oppofe  all  the  enterprifes  that  troops  fo  fupe- 
rior  might  attempt  was  impoffible:  fomething 
muft  neceffarily  be  left  to  chance.  To  afcertain, 
however,  the  pofition  of  the  Pruffian  army,  the 

king 
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king  intrenched  his  camp,  as  well  in  front  as 
in  flank  and  rear.  This  camp  became  a  kind 
of  place  of  arms,  of  which  the  hill  of  Wurben 
was  as  the  citadel.  From  this  height,  as  far  as 
the  village  of  Bunzelwitz,  he  was  covered  by  a 
marfli.  The  heads  of  the  villages  of  Bunzel¬ 
witz  and  Jauernick  were  fortified,  and  grand 
batteries  erected  there,  the  crofs  fire  of  which 
defended  that  front  by  which  the  king  was  liable 
to  be  attacked  by  Laudon :  the  Auftrians  would 
have  been  obliged  to  carry  thefe  two  villages 
before  they  could  have  come  to  an  engagement 
with  the  army.  Between  thefe  villages,  a  little 
in  the  rear,  the  front  of  the  infantry  was  co¬ 
vered  by  grand  redoubts,  fupplied  with  a  vaft 
train  of  artillery.  Paflages  had  been  made  be¬ 
tween  them  to  give  egrefs  to  the  cavalry,  if 
that  thould  be  found  neceflary.  Beyond  Jauer¬ 
nick,  and  behind  the  Nonnenbufch,  four  hills 
had  been  intrenched,  which  overlooked  the 
whole  ground,  and  before  which  ran  a  muddy 
and  impracticable  ditch,  where  the  fire  of  the 
fmall  arms  would  have  prevented  the  enemy 
from  eftablifhing  bridges.  More  to  the  right, 
a  grand  abatis  interfered  the  Nonnenbufch, 
apd  was  defended  by  chafleurs  and  free  batta¬ 
lions.  The  muddy  ditch,  of  which  we  have 
fpoken,  took  a  circuit  behind  the  wood,  and 
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to  the  foot  of  the  hills  on  which  the  army  was 
extended.  At  the  extremity  of  the  right  the 
flank  commenced,  which,  forming  a  parallel 
line  with  the  rivulet  of  Striegau,  ended  at  a 
wood  covered  by  the  defile  that  comes  from 
Peterwitz.  In  this  wood,  which  was  on  the 
back  of  the  army,  a  mafked  battery  had  been 
erected,  which  communicated,  behind  an  abatis, 
with  another  battery,  fituated  at  the  extremity 
of  the  fame  wood,  on  the  fide  of  Neudorf;  and 
here  an  intrenchment  began,  which  joined  the 
rear  of  the  army,  at  the  works  that  had  been 
made  on  the  height  of  Wurben.  The  intrench- 
ments  were  every  where  fixteen  feet  thick,  and 
the  ditches  twelve  feet  deep,  and  fixteen  wide. 
The  front  was  furrounded  by  ftrong  palifades, 
and  the  falient  parts  of  the  works  were  mined. 
Before  the  mines  pitfalls  were  dug,  and  before 
the  pitfalls  were  chevaux  de  frife,  which,  con¬ 
tiguous  and  funk  in  the  earth,  furrounded  the 
whole  exterior.  The  army  of  the  king  was 
compofed  of  fixty-fix  battalions  and  a  hundred 
and  forty-three  fquadrons;  four  hundred  and 
fixty  pieces  of  artillery  were  difperfed  among 
the  different  works,  and  a  hundred  and  eighty- 
two  loaded  mines  were  ready  to  be  fprung  on 
the  firft  fignal  given. 

Time  was  not  left  to  complete  all  thefe  labours 

before 
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before  marlhal  Butturlin  appeared  at  the  head 
of  his  Ruffians.  (The  25th)  He  came  and  en¬ 
camped  at  the  foot  of  the  heights  of  Hohenfried- 
berg,  and  two  days  after  changed  his  pofition. 
The  main  body  of  thefe  troops  occupied  the 
ground  which  leads  from  Oels  to  Striegau. 
Czernichef  extended  from  Streitberg  toward 
Nicklafdorf ;  Brentano  took  poll  on  the  left  of 
the  Ruffians,  at  Preilfdorf;  and  Berg  with  his 
Coffacks  encamped  at  Laffen,  whence  he  palled 
the  rivulet  of  Striegau,  and  came  on  the  back 
of  the  Pruffian  army.  Beck,  recently  arrived 
from  Lufatia,  was  polled  between  Oels  and  the 
Nonnenbufch,  to  afcertain  the  communication 
of  the  two  Imperial  armies.  The  polition  of 
the  enemy,  thus  taken,  formed  a  fpecies  of  line 
of  circumvallation,  which  furrounded  two  thirds 
of  the  Pruffian  camp. 

Laudon  then  imagined  he  might  quit  the 
hills  with  impunity;  and,  defcending  into  the 
plain,  he  extended  his  Aullrians  from  Camerau, 
through  Arnfdorf,  to  Cirlau.  Between  Came¬ 
rau  and  Arnfdorf,  he  threw  up  an  intrench- 
ment,  from  which  he  propofed  to  come  to  the 
attack  of  the  Pruffians,  and  which  might  equally 
ferve  him  for  offence  or,  fhould  he  be  obliged 
to  retreat,  for  defence.  This  work  was  often 
interrupted  by  the  Pruffian  artillery;  however, 

O  4  demon- 
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demonft  ratio  ns  fo  ferious  feemed  to  announce 
with  certitude  the  refolution  of  the  enemy  to 
attack  the  army  of  the  king,  be  the  rifle  what 
it  might.  Laudon,  the  fame  day,  made  an, 
attempt  on  the  head  of  the  village  of  Jauernick, 
where  the  reliftance  he  found  greatly  furpafled 
his  expe&ations.  He  fummoned  major  Favrat, 
who  commanded  there,  to  furrender;  and  that 
officer  replied  in  a  tone  fuch  as  might  be 
expected  from  a  man  of  honour,  and  fuch  as 
conftrained  the  general  to  defift  from  any  obfti- 
nate  purfuit  of  his  purpofe. 

In  the  prefent  expeftation  of  an  approaching 
battle,  every  neceflary  difpofition  was  made  for 
vigorous  defence.  By  day  little  was  to  be 
feared,  becaufe  of  the  infinite  ftrength  of  the 
camp ;  but  much  by  night,  becaufe  of  the  great 
proximity  of  the  armies.  There  was  little  ap¬ 
pearance  of  misfortune  to  the  Pruflians;  unlefs 
Laudon,  under  the  favour  of  darknefs,  fhould 
furprife  a  part  of  the  camp,  when  the  troops, 
overcome  by  fleep,  ihould  want  time  to  march 
to  its  defence.  To  prevent  any  fuch  cataftrophe, 
the  tents  were  (truck  every  evening;  and  the 
army,  filling  the  intrenchments,  paffed  the 
nights  under  arms. 

Laudon  was  fo  much  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Schweidnitz,  by  his  polls  of  Camerau,  Schon- 
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brunn,  and  Bockendorf,  that  an  intermediate 
detachment  was  obliged  to  be  made  between 
Schweidnitz  and  the  army,  to  fuccour  that  place, 
fhould  it  be  attacked,  and  to  cover  the  convoys 
of  the  army,  which  drew  its  bread,  forage  and 
fubfiftence  folely  from  that  fortrefs.  With  this 
view,  Gablenz  proceeded,  with  a  detachment  of 
fome  battalions,  beyond  Tunkendorf,  where 
his  right  was  protected  by  the  batteries  of  the 
camp,  and  his  left  by  the  artillery  of  Schweid¬ 
nitz  ;  and  where  he  ftill  further  fecured  his  po¬ 
rtion  by  good  intrenchments,  with  which  he 
covered  his  front. 

On  the  fame  day  the  general  officers  received 
the  difpofition  of  the  defence  of  the  camp,  and 
the  manner  in  which  each  was  to  ad  in  the  quar¬ 
ter  he  commanded.  However  extenfive  the 
ground  on  which  the  P ruffian  army  encamped 
might  be,  means  were  found  to  reduce  it  to 
three  points  of  attack.  The  firft  of  thefe  lay  be¬ 
tween  the  villages  of  Bunzelwitz  and  Jauernick. 
This  the  king  propofed  to  defend  in  perfon 
againft  Laudon  who  had  conftruded  his  ap¬ 
proach,  or  his  intrenchment,  on  that  fide.  It 
was  impoffible  for  the  Auftrians  to  leave  thefe 
villages  fortified  in  their  rear,  and  to  pierce  to 
the  centre,  becaufe  they  mull  have  fuftained  a 
heavy  fire  of  artillery  on  both  their  flanks.  It 
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was  therefore  to  be  prefumed  their  firfl  attempt 
would  be  to  carry  one  of  thefe  two  polls.  The 
king  refolved  to  fuffer  them  to  labour  at  effe<5t- 
ing  this,  and  not  to  fend  his  cavalry  upon  them 
till  they  Ihould  have  fultained  fome  confiderable 
lofs.  The  troops  of  thefe  villages  might  like- 
wife  be  fupported  by  frelh  bodies  of  infantry, 
as  long  as  it  Ihould  be  thought  proper  fo  to  do; 
not  to  mention  that  fixty  cannon,  from  lateral 
works,  defended  the  approach. 

The  fecond  point  of  attack  was  between  the 
village  of  Zefchen  and  the  wood,  on  the  Pruff 
fian  right  flank :  here  Ziethen  commanded. 
The  Ruffians,  who  encamped  in  his  prefence, 
would  probably  be  charged  with  this  attempt. 
To  arrive  at  the  P ruffians  they  mull  be  obliged 
to  pafs  the  rivulet  of  Striegau,  under  the  fire  of 
the  fmall  arms  and  the  cannon  of  the  intrench- 
ments,  and  mull  have  loll  their  heft  infantry  at 
the  pafs;  without  enumerating  the  multifarious 
obllacles  that  Hill  remained  to  be  overcome,  be¬ 
fore  they  could  approach  the  intrenchments;  fo 
that  fome  charges  of  cavalry,  made  a  propos  by 
general  Ziethen,  would  have  been  fufficient  to 
difperfe  them. 

The  third  point  of  attack  was  on  the  fide  of 
Peterwitz,  and  of  the  defile  which  covered  that 
part  of  the  Prufiian  camp.  This  was  defended 
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by  Ramin ;  and,  according  to  all  appearance, 
the  attack  muft  have  been  made  by  Czernichef 
and  Brentano,  becaufe  that  their  detachments 
were  the  neareft.  It  was  determined  to  fufFer 
the  enemy  peaceably  to  advance  as  far  as  the 
(defile  of  Peterwitz,  where  he  muft  be  taken  in 
flank  by  the  malked  battery  of  the  wood,  which 
might  have  played  whole  vollies  of  cafe  fhot 
upon  him ;  after  which  Platen  had  orders  to  fall 
on  his  rear  with  forty  fquadrons;  and  a  road 
through  the  wood  had  for  that  purpofe  been 
made,  by  which  Platen  was  to  advance. 

The  greateft  ftrength  of  this  camp  confifted 
in  depriving  the  enemy  of  three  fpecies  of  arms, 
which  were  all  preferved  to  the  P ruffians.  The 
affiailants  could  not  employ  artillery,  becaufe 
that,  all  the  environs  of  the  intrenchment  being 
infinitely  lower  than  the  ground  on  which  it  was 
thrown  up,  their  cannon  would  have  done  no 
execution.  Their  cavalry  was  equally  ufelefs, 
for,  if  it  did  but  make  any  little  advance,  it 
muft  have  been  overwhelmed  by  the  fire  of  the 
batteries.  And  how  were  they  effectually  to 
employ  their  fmall  arms?  Were  they  to  fire 
mulkets  againft  great  guns  ?  Could  they  tear  up 
the  chevaux  de  frife,  and  batter  down  the  pali- 
fades  with  mulket  balls?  It  was  certain  there¬ 
fore  that  every  advantage  of  ground,  pofition, 
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and  art,  had  been  taken,  in  order  to  give  one 
army  a  fuperiority  over  the  other.  After  thefc 
difpofitions  had  been  made  (September)  the 
Pruffians  tranquilly  waited  the  attempts  of  the 
enemy. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  marfhal  Butturlin, 
a  Ruffian  officer,  who  had  loft  himfelf  by  night, 
and  imagined  he  h^d  approached  the  guards  of 
his  camp,  found  himfelf  in  the  midft  of  that  of 
the  Pruffians.  This  man,  not  being  artful,  in- 
genuoufty  related  that  the  generals  had  refolved 
to  attack  the  intrenchments  of  the  king,  on  the 
firft  of  September.  True  it  is  that  Butturlin 
and  Laudon  had  agreed  on  this  attack,  which 
would  have  taken  place  but  for  the  following 
circumftances.  Butturlin,  who  fat  long  at  table 
after  dinner,  where  wine  was  not  fpared,  had  in 
a  moment  of  gaiety,  glafs  in  hand,  confented 
to  the  propofal  made  by  Laudon.  The  difpo- 
fition  of  the  three  attacks  had  been  reduced  to 
writing,  and  fent  to  the  principal  officers  of  the 
armies  who  had  the  command,  and  Laudon  re¬ 
turned  to  his  camp,  well  fitisfied  with  the  Ruf¬ 
fians.  Butturlin  llept  upon  it;  and  awaking 
confulted  his  prudence,  and  countermanded  the 
orders  that  had  been  given;  becaule  that  he 
feared,  with  fome  reafon,  the  Auftrians  would 
facrifice  his  army,  and  would  not  fuftain  him; 
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and  that,  fhould  the  enterprife  be  unfuccefsful, 
the  blame  and  the  fhame  would  remain  with  the 
Ruffians.  In  lieu  of  the  grand  proje&s  that 
had  been  imagined  at  noon,  he  contented  him- 
felf  with  throwing  a  few  bombs  toward  the 
Pruffian  camp,  which  did  not  reach  it  by  fome 
hundreds  of  paces. 

Laudon  was  informed  of  this  fudden  change, 
and  became  furious.  Couriers  were  difpatched 
to  Vienna,  and  the  generals  teftified  their  cold- 
nefs.  Things  however  remained  as  they  were, 
except  that  Laudon  made  the  corps  of  Draf- 
kowitz  approach  Wartha,  and  place  itfelf  on 
the  heights  of  Ludwigfdorf.  The  remainder  of 
the  time,  till  the  ioth  of  September,  was  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  armies  in  looking  at  each  other, 
at  which  time  Butturlin  decamped,  and  took 
the  road  to  Jauer,  becaufe  that  the  Auftrians 
had  not  magazines  lufficiently  copious,  nor 
herds  numerous  enough,  to  fupply  him  with 
bread  and  viands.  Laudon,  who  imagined  he 
fhould  expofe  himfelf,  fhould  he  remain  on  the 
plain  after  the  departure  of  the  Ruffians,  re¬ 
treated  to  the  mountains,  and  refumed  his  for¬ 
mer  pofition  of  Kunzendorf. 

The  king,  on  the  fame  day,  detached  Platen 
for  Breflau,  with  the  corps  that  he  had  conti¬ 
nually  commanded,  under  pretence  of  efcorting 
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a  convoy  to  the  army*  His  real  deftination  Was 
to  pafs  the  Oder ;  and,  by  forced  marches,  to 
ruin  the  grand  magazine  the  Ruffians  poffeffed, 
in  a  fmall  town,  in  the  palatinate  of  Pofnania* 
named  Koublin ;  then  to  join  the  prince  of 
Wurtemberg,  who  might  ftand  in  need  of  his 
aid ;  and  finally*  when  the  campaign  in  Pome¬ 
rania  fhould  terminate,  to  join  prince  Henry  in 

Platen  deftroyed  the  magazine  of  Koublin, 
took  five  thoufand  waggons,  five  battalions, 
forty-two  officers,  and  feven  cannon.  He 
thence  advanced  to  Pofen,  where  he  ruined  all 
that  appertained  to  the  Ruffians ;  after  which 
he  purfued  his  march  toward  Pomerania  and 
Colberg.  This  expedition  haftened  the  retreat 
of  Butturlin,  and  made  him  renounce  all  ideas 
which  he  might  have  entertained  of  penetrating 
into  the  electoral  March.  He  haftened  to  crofs 
the  Oder  (the  17th)  and  regain  Poland.  The 
corps  of  Czernichef  did  not  accompany  him. 
This  amounted  to  nearly  twenty  thoufand  men. 
and  was  to  remain  with  Laudon ;  the  emprefs 
of  Raffia  being  defirous  of  affording  the  em¬ 
prefs  queen  this  flngular  mark  of  friendfhip. 

Had  fubfiftence  permitted  the  army  of  the 
king  to  maintain  the  camp  of  Bunzelwitz,  the 
campaign  would  have  paffed  away  in  Silefia, 
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and  the  formidable  preparations  of  the  enemy 
would  have  produced  no  remarkable  event.  But 
the  magazine  of  Schweidnitz,  which  had  fup<* 
plied  the  army  with  provifions  during  a  great  part 
of  the  campaign,  began  to  be  exhaufted  :  the 
provifions  that  there  remained  would  not  fuffice 
for  more  than  a  month.  The  king  durft  not 
further  enfeeble  the  army,  by  new  detachments* 
after  the  departure  of  Platen  :  his  grand  de- 
pofits  were  at  Breflau,  and  lefs  than  ten  thou-* 
fand  men  might  not  fafely  efcort  convoys  from 
that  city  to  the  camp.  Thefe  reafons,  mature¬ 
ly  weighed,  made  him  refolve  to  approach 
Neifs  with  the  army,  where  provifions  and 
forage  were  found  in  abundance,  and  whence 
the  enemy  might  be  infpired  with  apprehen- 
fions,  as  well  for  the  county  of  Glatz  as  for 
Moravia ;  which  might  draw  Laudon  to  that 
fide,  and  thus  remove  the  Ruffians  and  Au- 
itrians  from  Schweidnitz.  In  confequence  of 
this  arrangement,  the  army  took  the  camp  of 
Pulzen,  where  it  remained  fome  days.  The 
king  left  five  complete  battalions  in  Schweid¬ 
nitz,  with  the  convalefcent  men  of  the  army,  and 
a  hundred  dragoons.  The  governor,  Zaftrow, 
was  enjoined  to  ufe  every  precaution  and  vigi¬ 
lance,  that  might  fruftrate  thofe  attempts  which 
the  enemy  fhould  form  in  the  abfence  of  the 
Pruffian  army. 
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On  the  20th,  the  king  aflumed  the  camp  ©f 
Siegroth,  and,  on  the  29th,  that  of  NofTen* 
near  Munflerberg ;  where  he  flopped  that  he 
might  judge,  by  the  manoeuvring  of  the  enemy* 
what  part  would  be  taken.  Laudon  immedi¬ 
ately  fent  detachments  to  reinforce  the  polls 
of  Silberberg  and  Wartha ;  but  his  army* 
flrengthened  by  Czernichef,  was  fo  numerous 
that  the  want  of  twenty  or  thirty  thoufand  men 
would  not  impede  his  ading  in  what  manner  h£ 
fhould  think  proper. 

At  NofTen,  on  the  firfl  of  Odober,  the  king 
received  intelligence  that  the  Auflrians  had 
taken  Schweidnitz,  by  a  coup  de  main.  How¬ 
ever  incredible  this  news  might  appear  it  was 
not  the  lefs  true.  The  attack  had  been  con¬ 
certed  and  executed  in  the  following  manner. 

There  were  about  five  hundred  prifoners  in 
the  place,  among  whom  one  of  the  mofl  con- 
fiderable  was  a  major  Roca,  a  partifan  officer, 
and  an  Italian  by  birth.  This  major  conceived 
the  projed  of  furrendering  the  place  in  which 
he  was  imprifoned  to  the  Auflrians.  With  this 
view,  he  had  the  addrefs  to  infinuate  himfelf  fo 
highly  into  the  favour  of  the  governor  that  the 
latter  granted  him  more  freedom  than  it  was 
proper  to  grant  a  prifoner,  efpecially  when  the 
town  in  which  he  is  detained  is  furrounded  by 
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feiiemies.  Roca  walked  round  the  works:  knew 
the  fituation  of  all  the  guards,  and  all  the  detach¬ 
ments  ;  obferved  the  various  negligences  that 
were  committed  in  the  fervice  of  the  garrifon ; 
lived  openly  with  every  body,  and  often  was  in 
company  with  the  Auftrian  foldiers,  his  fellow 
prifoners:  he  further  intrigued  in  the  town, 
fpared  no  bribes,  and  gave  exadt  information 
to  Laudon  of  all  he  had  feen,  heard,  and  had 
himfelf  invented,  to  fecure  him  the  town  of 
Schweidnitz. 

Laudon  formed  his  project  of  furprife  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  intelligence  fent  by  this  major;  and,  on 
the  night  of  the  laft  of  September,  he  executed 
this  project  in  the  manner  we  are  going  to  re¬ 
late.  Twenty  battalions  were  diftributed  for 
four  attacks ;  one  to  be  made  on  the  gate  of 
Breflau,  another  on  the  gate  of  Striegau,  a  third 
on  the  fort  of  Bdckendorf,  and  the  fourth  on 
the  fort  of  Eau.  Zaftrow  had  been  at  a  ball ; 
yet,  as  he  had  fome  fufpicions,  he  ordered  the 
garrifon  to  arms  in  the  evening,  and  ftationed 
it  in  the  works  :  but  he  committed  the  errors 
of  not  giving  the  officers  inftrudtions  how  they 
were  to  adt ;  of  not  fending  his  cavalry  on  the 
fcout,  to  a  certain  diftance ;  of  not  throwing 
fire  balls  to  give  light  in  the  country;  and 
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in  fine,  of  being  too  negligent  in  all  parts  of  his 
duty. 

The  Auftrians  advanced,  and  arrived  at  the 
very  palifades  before  they  were  difcovered.  In 
the  whole  defence  there  were  not  above  twelve 
voliies  *  from  the  artillery,  and  the  fire  of  the 
fmall  arms  was  fo  feeble,  that  the  enemy  might 
aft  as  he  pleafed.  The  guard  of  the  gate  of 
Striegau  was  furprifed:  from  that  they  pene¬ 
trated  into  the  works.  Amid  the  confufion,  the 
Auftrian  prifoners  rofe,  feized  on  the  inner  gate 
of  the  town,  and  opened  it  to  the  firft  troops  of 
the  enemy  that  approached.  In  lefs  than  an 
hour  the  Auftrians  were  wholly  matters  of  the 
place.  De  Beville,  who  commanded  at  the 
redoubt  of  the  Eau,  was  the  only  officer  who 
flood  firm,  till  all  refource  was  loft,  and  every 
means  of  defence  fled.  A  powder  magazine, 
having  been  blown  up  by  accident,  in  the  fort 
of  Bbckendorf,  occalioned  the  Auftrians  to 
fuffer  forne  lofs ;  which  excepted,  the  place  was 
taken  without  coft. 

A  misfortune  fo  unforefeen  deranged  every 
meafure  of  the  king  ;  his  projects  muft  be  aban¬ 
doned,  his  plans  changed,  and  for  the  reft  of 
the  campaign  he  had  but  to  endeavour  to  pre- 

*  Douze  coups  de  canon.  It  fhould  mean,  there  were  only 
twelve  Ihot  fired,  yet  the  circumftance  appears  ftrange.  T. 
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ferve  what  fortreffes  and  ground  he  could,  againfl 
fo  great  a  fuperiority  of  opponents.  The  army- 
marched  to  Strehlen,  where  it  fixed  its  abode, 
that  it  might  equally  cover  Neifs,  Brieg,  and 
Breflau.  The  king  had  taken  the  precaution 

i 

of  entrenching  a  camp  near  Breflau.  His  firft 
intention  had  been  to  employ  this  for  thofe 
detachments  that  might  occafionally  approach 
the  capital,  where  they  might  maintain  them- 
felves  againfl:  the  enemy,  till  the  arrival  of  the 
royal  army.  Under  the  king’s  prefent  circum- 
ftances,  this  camp  might  be  employed  for  the 
army  itfelf ;  and  to  obtain  it  the  Pruffians  had 
one  march  lefs  than  the  enemy, 
v  From  this  time  the  king  found  himfelf  re- 
ftrained  rigoroufly  to  the  defenfive;  but  it  was 
neceffary  Laudon  fhould  not  fufpedt  his  defign, 
for  the  fecret  known  would  have  given  him  the 
advantage  over  the  Pruffians.  The  better  to 
difguife  his  intentions,  the  king  iTued  orders 
to  the  army  to  prepare  for  battle ;  to  reload  the 
mufkets  and  fharpen  their  fword-blades,  and 
that  fufficient  ammunition  fhould  be  diflributed 
to  the  artillery.  Grand  preparations  and  grand 
projefts  were  fpoken  of,  and  the  known  Auf- 
trian  fpies,  that  were  in  the  army,  immediately 
departed  to  carry  the  intelligence  to  Laudon. 
It  perhaps  may  appear  incredible  to  pofterity 
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that  this  army  of  Auftrians  and  Ruffians,  tn* 
camped  on  the  hills  of  Kunzendorf,  three  days 
march  from  the  Pruffians,  palled  eight  nights 
under  arms,  in  momentary  expedation  of  an 
attack. 

Czernichef  ftrongly  preffed  the  Auftrian 
general  to  march  for  Breflau.  Reafons  of  war 
and  politics  required  he  Ihonld  ad  thus;  for 
Laudon,  by  leading  his  grand  army  into  the 
plain,  would  have  outwinged  the  Pruffians  on 
every  fide,  mull  have  overwhelmed  them, 
and  have  acquired  the  glory  of  terminating  the 
war.  His  excufe  to  Czernichef  was,  that  he 
could  not  advance  fo  far  into  the  country,  be- 
caufe  his  fubfiflence  would  fail;  as  alfo  would  his 
draught-horfes.  Laudon  concealed  the  true 
leafon  that  impeded  adivity  :  he  dreaded  ex- 
poling  himfelf  on  the  plain,  becaufe  that  the 
Auftrians  had  there  fo  often  been  beaten ;  be- 
fide,  as  he  had  no  fupport,  no  protedors,  at 
the  court  of  Vienna,  he  would  run  no  rifles- 
He  was  fatisfied  with  the  fame  he  had  acquired 
by  the  capture  of  Schweidnitz,  and  continued 
on  the  mountains  perfedly  inadive. 

Toward  the  clofe  of  Odober,  affairs  were  fo 
greatly  on  the  decline,  in  Pomerania,  that  the 
king  could  not  avoid  fending  new  fuccours. 
Schenkendorf  departed  (November)  with  fix 

battalions 
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battalions  and  ten  fquadrons.  The  ufe  made 
of  this  detachment  will  prefently  be  feen. 

The  king  maintained  his  pofition  of  Strehlen 
till  the  tenth  of  December,  when  the  troops 
entered  into  winter  quarters.  Laudon  had 
already  fent  back  the  detachment  of  O’Donnel 
into  Saxony,  and  cantoned  his  troops  among 
the  mountains.  The  Ruffians  had  entered  the 
county  of  Glatz.  The  Pruffians,  on  their  part, 
had  thrown  the  regiment  of  Bernburg  into  Neifs. 
Wied  wintered  in  the  vicinage  of  Grotkau, 
with  ten  battalions  and  as  many  fquadrons. 
The  environs  of  Breflau  were  occupied  by 
twenty  battalions  and  forty  fquadrons ;  and 
Zeunert  marched  to  Glogau;  that  the  place, 
during  winter  at  leaft,  might  be  free  from  infult. 
Schmettau  departed  with  fome  cavalry  for 
Guben,  in  order  to  afeertain  the  communica¬ 
tion  between  Berlin  and  the  army  in  Saxony. 

After  having  uninterruptedly  narrated  what 
pahed  this  year  in  Silefia,  we  fhall  now  take 
a  retrofped  of  fuch  events  as  happened  in 
Pomerania.  The  prince  of  YVurtemberg  had 
entered  the  camp  qf  Colberg,  on  the  4th  of 
June,  where  he  was  joined,  on  the  7th  of 
the  fame  month,  by  Thadden.  The  Pruf- 
lians,  by  their  pofition,  furrounded  Golberg 
in  fuch  a  manner  that  the  two  wings  o'f  the 
P  3  entrench- 


214  POSTHUMOUS  WORKS. 

entrenchment  extended  to  the  Baltic.  The 
river  of  Perfante  covered  the  right  of  the  camp; 
and  the  centre,  which  was  the  moft  eafy  of 
approachj  was  defended  by  good  entrench¬ 
ments.  Werner  had  been  detached  to  Collin, 
from  which  he  retired  at  the  approach  of  Ro- 
manzow,  who  advanced  at  the  head  of  twelve 
thoufand  Ruffians,  and  who  chofe  his  firfl:  poii- 
tion  at  the  Golienberg. 

All  remained  quiet  till  the  20th  of  Auguft, 
when  the  Ruffian  and  Swedifh  combined  fleets 
appeared  before  Colberg,  approached  the  port, 
and  warmly  cannonaded  the  batteries  of  the 
Pruflians,  by  whom  the  port  and  the  fhore  were 
defended..  Romanzow  (September  4th)  took 
this  opportunity  to  approach  the  prince  of  Wur- 
temberg,  and  encamped  at  the  diftance  of  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  league  from  thePruffians.  Theprince  had 
hitherto  nothing  to  fear;  but,  inftead  of  ftoring 
his  magazines  as  abundantly  as  had  been  re¬ 
commended  to  him,  he  fpared  even  the  envi¬ 
rons  of  his  camp,  where  he  knew  the  Ruffians 
were  to  arrive ;  and,  in  general,  the  little  atten¬ 
tion  that  had  been  paid  to  fubflftence  was  the 
caufe  of  all  the  misfortunes  that  happened  in 
Pomerania.  The  firfl:  confequence  of  this  was 
that  he  detached  Werner  to  huffiand  his  provi¬ 
sions;  and  perhaps  likewife  becaufe  they  could 

not 
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not  agree.  Werner  marched  to  Treptow,  and 
had  the  imprudence  to  canton  his  men.  They 
were  furprifed  by  the  Ruffians;  he  was  made 
prifoner,  and  nearly  five  hundred  horfe  of  his 
corps  had  the  fame  ill  fortune. 

Encouraged  by  fuccefs,  the  Ruffians,  on  the 
night  of  the  17th  of  September,  endeavoured 
to  carry  a  free  battalion,  which  was  polled  in 
the  front  of  the  left  of  the  Pruffians,  in  a  re¬ 
doubt  fo  diftant  from  the  camp  that  it  was 
even  beyond  cannon-fhot.  The  enemy  palled 
a  marfh  which  had  been  fuppofed  impractica¬ 
ble,  becaufe  it  had  not  been  examined,  at¬ 
tacked  the  redoubt  through  the  ilrait,  and 
took  the  two  hundred  men  placed  there  for 
its  defence.  Still  more  inflated  by  thefe  fmall 
advantages,  Romanzow  imagined  it  depend¬ 
ed  only  on  .himfelf  to  carry  the  Pruffian  in- 
trenchments,  whenever  he  fhould  think  pro¬ 
per  to  make  the  attempt.  He  approached  the 
green  redoubt,  which  was  erefted  toward  the 
centre  of  the  prince  of  W urtemberg,  opened  his 
trenches,  eftablilhed  batteries,  as  at  i.  regular 
fiege,  made  a  formal  attack,  on  the  1 9th,  and 
carried  the  redoubt.  Scarcely  had  he  fixed 
himfelf  there  before  colonel  Kleift,  at  the  head 
of  the  grenadiers,  diflodged  him  with  the  lofs 
qf  eleven  hundred  men.  This  redoubt  was 
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placed,  contrary  to  rule,  three  thoufand  pacps 
diftant  from  the  intrenchment,  from  which  it 
was  feparated  by  a  ravin  ;  but,  though  it  flood 
thus  apart  and  defencelefs,  the  Ruffians  diflurb- 
ed  it  no  more,  difcouraged  by  the  lofs  they  had 
already  buffered. 

Platen  (O&ober)  after  having  taken  the  ma¬ 
gazine  of  Koublin,  then  traverfed  the  new 
March,  whence  he  inclined  immediately  toward 
Coriin,  and  took  a  detachment  of  three  hun¬ 
dred  Ruffians;  but  this  made  no  impreffion  on 
Romanzow,  who  remained  quiet  in  his  camp. 
Th<?  prince  of  Wurtem^erg  required  Platen  to 
come  on  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  while  he  fhould 
attack  him  in  front ;  but,  by  a  fatality  common 
to  all  armies,  the  opinions  of  the  two  generals 
corresponded  in  no  inftance.  Platen  marched 
toward  Spie,  and  encamped  on  the  right  of  the 
prince,  on  the  Kauzenberg.  Their  approach 
did  but  increafe  their  mifunderftanding. 

Platen  however  had  been  clofely  followed  by 
generals  Fermor  and  Berg;  the  latter,  wiith  ten 
thoufand  Coffacks  and  dragoons,  polled  himfelf 
at  Greiffenberg.  On  the  other  part,  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  winter  would  not  permit  the  com¬ 
bined  fleets  of  the  Swedes  and  Ruffans  any 
longer  to  keep  the  fea.  Each  retired  toward  its 
own  ports,  and  two  frigates  only  were  left  in  the 

road 
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foad  of  Colberg,  to  block  up  the  harbour. 
Thefe  were  fufficient  to  keep  off  the  tranfports, 
the  entrance  of  which  into  the  harbour  was  be¬ 
come  an  urgent  neceffity  Unable  to  procure 
fubfiftence  by  fea,  the  prince  of  Wurtemberg 
wifhed  to  convey  it  by  land,  from  Stettin; 
and  to  this  effect  he  detached  Platen,  in  order 
to  efcort  the  convoys.  The  general  direited 
his  route  through  Treptow  andStuchow  to  Goll- 
now:  in  this  camp  he  had  a  defile  before  him, 
which  he  paffed  with  a  regiment  of  huffars  and 
two  battalions.  Thefe  were  immediately  at¬ 
tacked  by  Fermor,  who  was  there  with  his 
whole  divifion,  and  they  were  beaten  and  made 
prifoners.  After  this  misfortune.  Platen  retired 
to  Damm;  and  the  enemy  deftroyed  the  con¬ 
voy  he  was  fent  to  protect. 

Not  knowing  what  had  paffed  at  Gollnow, 
the  prince  of  Wurtemberg  again  detached  Kno- 
bloch  to  Treptow,  with  three  battalions  and  five 
hundred  horfe,  to  efcort  the  convoy  which  he 
fuppofed  was  to  arrive  there,  but  which  was 
already  taken.  Scarcely  had  Knobloch  arrived 
at  his  place  of  defiination  before  he  was  fur- 
rounded  by  nine  thoufand  Ruffians,  and  taken 
for  want  of  ammunition  and  fubfiftence,  after  he 
|iad  bravely  defended  himfelf  for  three  days. 

Profit- 
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Profiting  by  the  faults  and  misfortunes  of  the 
Pruffians,  the  foe  next  blockaded  the  prince  of 
Wurtemberg  infuch  a  manner  that  Platen,  who 
could  not  join  him,  retired  on  the  fide  of  Star- 
gard,  and  was  followed  by  general  Berg. 

Informed  of  the  deplorable  ftate  of  affairs  in 
Pomerania,  the  king,  as  we  have  before  faid, 
fent  thither  Schenkendorf  and  Anhalt.  It  was 
no  longer  poffible  to  revictual  the  magazines  of 
Col  berg.  The  laft  convoy  the  Ruffians  had 
taken  contained  all  the  horfes  the  provinces 
were  able  to  fupply.  The  Ruffians,  befide, 
were  fo  fuperior  in  numbers,  and  had  detached 
fo  many  troops,  between  Colberg  and  Stettin, 
that  it  was  morally  impoffible  a  convoy  fhould 
pafs.  It  was  therefore  neceffary  to  regard 
the  place  as  loft,  and  to  fave  the  troops  of 
the  prince  of  Wurtemberg ;  becaufe,  under  the 
prefent  gloomy  afped  of  affairs,  nothing  better 
could  be  effeded. 

No  diligence  of  Schenkendorf  could  bring 
him  up  with  Platen  fooner  than  the  ioth  of 
November,  on  which  day  the  generals  joined 
between  Pyritz  and  Arenfwalde,  whence  they 
marched  to  Greiffenberg,  where  they  found 
themfelves  in  the  prefence  of  Jacoblef,  who  had 
been  detached  from  the  grand  army.  While 
Platen  held  him  in  awe,  the  prince  of  Wurtem- 
i  berg 
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berg  quitted  his  camp,  on  the  night  of  the 
14th;  and,  marching  along  the  fhore  of  the 
Baltic,  arrived  at  Treptow,  without  meeting 
an  enemy  on  his  route.  The  prince  joined  the 
corps  by  which  he  had  been  releafed;  and, 
after  their  union,  they  attempted  once  more  to 
dillodge  the  Ruffians  from  the  neighbourhood 
of  Colberg,  by  coming  upon  their  rear.  Hav¬ 
ing  obferved  they  could  not  effed  their  purpofe 
by  this  manoeuvre,  they  advanced,  on  the  1 2th 
of  December,  toward  Spie;  attacked  the  re¬ 
doubt  of  Drenow,  carried  it,  and  took  the  troops 
by  which  it  was  defended.  They  would  have 
obtained  further  advantages,  had  not  the  whole 
Ruffian  army  prefented  itfelf  in  the  very  camp 
the  Pruffians  had  occupied.  As  they  knew  the 
impoffibility  of  carrying  the  intrenchments  of 
the  enemy,  they  fell  back  to  Greiffenberg; 
whence,  having  heard  that  famine  had  obliged 
the  garrifon  of  Colberg  to  furrender,  they  re¬ 
tired  to  Stettin.  The  prince  of  Wurtemberg 
drew  a  line  behind  the  Oder,  to  cover  Stettin; 
Thadden  departed  for  Lufatia,  Platen  for  Sax¬ 
ony,  and  the  prince  took  the  road  of  Meck- 
lenbourg. 

We  have  been  engaged  by  objeits  fo  import¬ 
ant  that  we  have  made  no  mention  of  the  Swe- 
difh  army,  or  of  Belling,  who  made  head  againft 
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it  with  fifteen  hundred  hufiars  and  two  batta¬ 
lions.  Ehrenfchwerd  with  the  Swedes  had 
paded  the  Peene,  on  the  19th  of  July.  Bel¬ 
ling,  who  was  at  Malchin,  being  informed 
that  a  corps  of  Swedes  encamped  at  Bartow, 
attacked  it,  and  took  a  hundred  men,  and  three 
cannon.  (Auguft  5th)  He  next  fell  on  Heflen- 
Itein,  who  was  at  Ropenack,  where  he  cap¬ 
tured  fix  hundred  men,  and  fix  cannon.  The 
fame  commander  was  another  titne  beaten,  and 
loft  three  hundred  men. 

Thefe  petty  advantages  did  not  prevent  the 
Swedifh  army  from  advancing  into  the  Ucke- 
rane  march.  A  corps  of  fix  thoufand  Swedes, 
coming  from  Treptow,  on  the  Tollenfee,  ap¬ 
proached  to  attack  Belling;  but  he  put  himfelf 
in  ambufcade,  fell  unexpectedly  on  the  foe,  and 
took  near  fix  hundred  men.  The  prince  of 
Bevern,  who  faw  the  advance  of  the  Swedes, 
in  defpite  of  the  vigorous  refiftance  of  Belling, 
fent  him  a  reinforcement  of  three  battalions; 
and  at  the  fame  time  he  was  joined  by  Stutter- 
heim,  and  fome  troops  from  the  army  of  prince 
Henry.  With  this  additional  ftrength.  Belling 
attacked  a  corps  of  Swedes,  polled  at  Rebelow, 
and  made  fome  prifoners.  Ehrenfchwerd,  that 
he  might  take  his  revenge,  marched  on  the 

morrow 
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morrow  to  Gollnow.  Belling,  who  was  there, 
having  received  intelligence  of  the  enemy’s 
intent,  once  more,  by  the  aid  of  an  ambufcade^ 
attacked,  threw  him  into  diforder,  and  retreated 
to  Rebelow;  whence  he  inclined  to  Kuhblanck, 
and  the  Swedes  to  Friedland.  Belling  marched 
to  meet  them,  engaged  the  cavalry  of  Spreng- 
port,  which  conftituted  the  van- guard  of  the 
corps,  and  was  victorious.  (September  9th)  He 
then  turned  toward  Lbckenitz,  where  this  inde- 
fatigable  general  fell  on  the  Swedes,  intrenched 
at  Friedland.  His  want  of  infantry  and  artil¬ 
lery  would  not  permit  him  to  attack  the  in- 
trenchment ;  and  he  remained  famished  with  car¬ 
rying  off  the  grand  guard  of  forty  dragoons. 
We  feem  to  be  writing  the  hiftory  of  Amadis 
de  Gaul,  fpeaking  of  the  progrefs  of  Belling, 
who  was  for  ever  fighting,  and  never  to  be  found 
in  the  fame  place.  His  infantry  was  at  Pafe- 
walk,  and  he  had  polled  himfelf  at  Ferdi- 
nandlhof.  The  Swedes  advanced,  the  Prufhan 
drove  their  van-guard  upon  the  infantry,  forced 
them  to  retire,  and  on  the  morrow  engaged  in 
a  new  combat,  in  which  the  enemy  loft  five 
hundred  men.  (October) 

The  prince  of  Bevern,  obliged  to  fend  con¬ 
voys  to  Colberg,  then  withdrew  the  battalions 
he  had  fent  to  Belling.  This  general  himfelf 
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received  orders  to  approach  Berlin,  which  was 
threatened  by  a  corps  of  Auftrians  that  was  in 
Lufatia.  He  departed,  it  is  true  (November) 
but,  as  he  found  that  the  rumour  had  no  foun¬ 
dation  in  truth,  he  marched  back  to  meet  the 
Swedes,  where  he  waited  to  gather  new  laurels. 
The  campaign  in  thefe  parts  was  dragged  on  to 
the  fixth  of  December,  when  Ehrenfchwerd 
quitted  Demmin,  and  approached  Stralfund. 
Nothing  happened  on  the  banks  of  the  Peene, 
except  fome  trifling  fkirmifhes. 

When  the  prince  of  Wurtemberg  marched 
toward  Mecklenbourg,  Belling  led  the  van.  At 
Malchin  he  found  a  garrifon,  which  he  kept 
blockaded  till  the  prince  of  Wurtemberg  came 
up.  The  place  might  have  been  carried  fword 
in  hand,  but  the  troops  were  in  a  fhattered  flate, 
the  regiments  half  melted  away,  and  over¬ 
whelmed  with  fatigue;  and  it  was  befide  necef- 
fary  to  preferve  the  men  for  better  occafions. 
For  thefe  reafons  the  town  was  only  cannon¬ 
aded  ;  though  it  would  have  been  taken,  had  not 
Ehrenfchwerd,  informed  of  the  danger  of  his 
troops,  fpeeded  to  their  relief  with  his  whole 
army  (January  the  3d).  He  withdrew  the  gar¬ 
rifon  of  Malchin,  and  again  took  the  route  to 
Stralfund.  The  troops  on  each  part  went  into 
winter  quarters ;  the  Swedes  near  Stralfund,  and, 

the 
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the  Pruflians  in  the  duchy  of  Mecklenbourg,  in 
the  environs  of  Schwerin  and  Roftock. 

We  have  faid  that  general  Platen  was  on  the 
full  march  for  Saxony,  and  it  is  now  proper  to 
relate  what  paffed  this  year  in  the  army  of  prince 
Henry.  We  left  his  royal  highnefs  in  the  camp 
of  Meiflen  and  Katzenhsufer;  marfhal  Daun 
at  his  camps  of  the  Windberg  and  Dippoldif- 
walda;  and  the  army  of  the  circles  between 
Hof  and  Plauen.  The  prince,  who  was  to  ob- 
ferve  the  marfhal,  and  follow  him  fhould  he 
march  into  Silefia,  propofed  not  to  quit  the 
banks  of  the  Elbe,  that  he  might  pafs  the  river 
at  the  fame  time  with  the  enemy.  Meantime, 
to  keep  the  Auftrians  in  breath,  and  to  reduce 
them  in  fome  manner  to  the  defenfive,  the 
prince  haraiTed  or  attacked  every  detachment 
Daun  fent  from  his  army,  however  trifling  the 
diftance.  Among  others,  Kleift  diflodged  four 
regiments  of  Saxon  dragoons,  near  Freyberg, 
who  gave  indications  of  intending  to  take  poft 
there.  After  having  purfued  them  toward  Dip- 
poldifwalda,  he  profited  by  the  opportunity, 
and  fuddenly  fell  on  the  corps  of  Torrek,  at 
Marienberg,  whom  he  obliged  to  take  refuge  in 
Bohemia.  Seidlitz,  on  his  part,  purfued  Ried ; 
who  abandoned  his  pofiticn  of  Keflelfdorf,  and 
haftily  retreated  to  the  camp  of  the  Windberg- 

The 
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The  Auftrians  tranquilly  endured  thefe  petty 
bravadoes,  and  treated  them  as  trifles,  not  trou¬ 
bling  themfelves  to  take  any  revenge. 

Daun  remained  inactive  till  the  opening  of 
the  campaign  in  Silefia,  confining  his  efforts  tcy 
cut  off  all  immediate  communication  between 
the  two  Pruffian  armies.  To  this  effeft  he  de¬ 
tached  Lafcy  (July  1 6th)  who  paffed  the  Elbe* 
and  took  poll  at  the  village  of  Dobberitz,  near 
Groflenhayn.  By  this  the  marfhal  obliged  the 
Pruffian  couriers  to  take  circuits,  that  their  dis¬ 
patches  might  arrive  in  fafety.  This  inconve¬ 
nience,  at  that  time,  was  of  little  confequencc; 
but  another  more  confiderable  one  might  refult ; 
which  was  that,  fhould  Daun  undertake  to  march 
into  Silefia,  the  prince  muft  be  obliged  to  pafs 
the  Elbe  lower  down,  by  which  he  would  at 
leaft  lofe  a  march,  and  would  have  found  Lafcy 
in  his  road,  which  might  have  rendered  the  tra-i 
verfing  of  Lufatia  difficult.  He  however  ima¬ 
gined  the  marfhal  had  another  meaning,  and 
that  the  motion  of  Lafcy  was  that  a  jun&iofli 
might  be  formed  with  the  Ruffians,  or  that 
fome  new  incurfion  might  be  made  into  the 
ele&oral  march. 

It  was  impoffible  his  highnefs  fhould  oppofe 
fo  many  attempts  at  once;  and  he  contented 
himfelf  with  fending  Robel,  with  a  troop  of 

huffars. 
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huffars,  to  Torgau,  that  he  might  there  obferve 
the  motions  of  Lafcy,  and  make  his  report. 
To  prevent  any  expedition  of  the  enemy  againft 
the  capital^  he  cantoned  a  part  of  his  troops  be¬ 
tween  Strehla  and  Leimbach,  by  which  he 
gained  a  march,  fhould  he  find  it  neceflary  to 
cover  Berlin.  Thefe  troops,  concealed  from 
Daun,  might  aid  in  fending  detachments  un- 
fufpedted,  of  which  it  would  be  difficult  for  the 
enemy  to  obtain  information.  An  occafion  like 
this  foon  prefented  itfelf.  Kleefeld,  with  a  corps 
of  the  circles,  had  advanced  to  Penig.  The 
prince  fent  Kleift  to  oblige  him  to  quit  this  poft. 
Scarcely  was  he  repulfed  before  he  returned, 
only  to  be  repulfed  a  fecond  time. 

The  king  was  fo  occupied  between  the  Au- 
ftrians  and  Ruffians  that  it  was  with  difficulty  he 
could,  with  all  his  troops,  make  any  head  againft 
the  fuperiority  of  his  foes.  The  prince,  his 
brother,  imagined  Belling  had  need  of  fuccour, 
that  he  might  more  fuccefsfully  oppofe  fuch  en- 
terprifes  as  the  Swedes  might  form  in  future.  From 
his  army  only  could  troops  be  detached  into  thofe 
parts,  for  Daun  had  hitherto  remained  tranquil. 
The  prince  therefore  fent  the  younger  Stutter- 
heim,  with  four  battalions,  to  join  Belling.  We 
have  lately  feen  the  ufe  that  was  made  of  thefe 

troops, 
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troops.  The  reafon  that  principally  determined 
his  highnefs  to  make  this  detachment  was,  that 
there  might  be  troops  ready  for  the  ^defence  of 
the  capital,  fhould  that  be  neceffary,  againft 
any  incurfion  of  fmall  corps,  becaufe  that  the 
garrifon  of  Berlin  only  then  ccnfifted  of  two 
feeble  battalions  of  militia. 

(Auguft  29th)  A  war  of  fkirmifhes  ftill  con¬ 
tinued  in  Saxony  to  be  carried  on  by  the  Pruf- 
fians.  Kleift  a  fecond  time  beat  a  corps  of  the 
enemy,  near  Freyberg,  and  Seidlitz  defeated  a 
large  body  of  cavalry,  near  Pretfchendorf.  In 
the  interim,  the  troops  of  the  circles  began  to 
move.  Serbelloni,  their  commander,  had  ad-i 
vanced  to  Romburg;  and,  as  he  might  thence 
turn  the  flank  of  the  Pruflians  with  facility, 
prince  Henry  fent  Seidlitz  againft  him,  with 
*  five  battalions  and  fifteen  fquadrons.  This 

general  manoeuvred  with  fo  much  art  and  capa¬ 
city,  and  infpired  Serbelloni  with  fo  many  fears 
for  the  army  under  his  command,  that  the  latter 
thought  it  his  duty  to  retire  toward  Hof  in  the 
empire. 

The  French  army  at  this  time  made  fome 
progrefs.  The  corps  of  the  count  de  Luface 
had  penetrated  through  Eimbeck,  into  the  elec¬ 
torate  of  Hanover,  and  menaced  the  town  of 
Wolfenbuttel.  As  the  feeblenefs  of  the  garri- 
/  fori 


HISTORY  OF  THE  SEVEN  YEARS  WAR.  ZZJ 

fon  made  it  apprehended  that  vigorous  defence 
was  impoffible,  his  royal  highnefs  fent  colonel 
Bohlen  thither,  with  fifteen  hundred  men.  The 
colonel  would  have  thrown  himfelf  into  the 
place ;  but  the  governor.  Stammer,  who  com¬ 
manded  there  for  the  duke,  would  not  permit 
him  to  enter.  Bohlen  confequently  retired,  and 
two  days  after  it  was  taken. 

When  the  Saxons  had  thus  captured  Wolfen- 
buttel,  Serbelloni  fent  general  Luzinlky  to  join 
them,  with  fix  thoufand  men,  who  took  poll: 
toward  the  Saale,  and  feized  on  Halle.  (Octo¬ 
ber  nth)  The  prince  fent  Seidlitz  to  oppofe 
him;  who,  palling  through  Deflau  and  Bern- 
burg,  endeavoured  there  to  prohibit  the  foe  en¬ 
tering  the  dutchy  of  Magdebourg.  But  the 
count  de  Luface  had  already  evacuated  Wol- 
fenbuttel,  and  retreated  into  Hefle;  and  Lu- 
zinlky  had  fallen  back  to  the  army  of  the  cir¬ 
cles;  fo  that  Seidlitz,  finding  himfelf  ufelefs  in 
thofe  parts,  returned  to  rejoin  prince  Henry. 

Scarcely  were  affairs  re-eftablifhed  on  the  fide 
of  Lower  Saxony  before  the  departure  of  But- 
turlin,  out  of  Silefia,  caufed  it  to  be  feared  he 
would  march  immediately  to  Berlin,  as  the 
Ruffians  had  done  during  the  preceding  cam¬ 
paign.  To  obferve  the  motions  of  this  army, 
the  prince  detached  Podewils  for  Furftenwalde, 

Qj^  with 
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with  eight  hundred  horfe;  but  the  expedition 
of  Platen  to  Koublin  would  not  fuffer  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  to  purfue  this  plan,  if  they  ever  had  it  in 
contemplation,  and  the  capital  was  relieved 
from  its  fears. 

(Oftober  16th)  The  Auftrians  at  length 
awoke  from  their  flumbers.  Marlhal  Daun 
confined  his  operations  to  the  extending  his 
troops  over  that  chain  of  hills  in  Saxony  which 
are  on  the  confines  of  Bohemia.  This  was  to 
remain  fatisfied  with  a  village,  when  a  kingdom 
might  be  obtained.  Haddick  departed  with  a 
confiderable  corps  from  Dippoldifwalda,  and 
took  poll  at  Frey  berg;  while  the  marlhal  gave 
the  alarm  to  all  the  Pruflian  polls  on  the  Trip- 
fche,  that  his  highnefs  might  be  prevented  from 
making  any  powerful  attempt  on  Haddick.  The 
late  motion  of  the  Auftrians  brought  them  im¬ 
mediately  on  the  right  flank  of  the  camp,  which 
occupied  the  Katzenhteufer.  To  obviate  this 
inconvenience,  the  prince  changed  his  pofition, 
and  prepared  an  intrenched  camp  at  the  Peterf- 
berg,  the  command  of  which  he  conferred  on 
Seidlitz. 

(November)  The  operations  of  the  Auftrians 
ended  in  Silefia,  as  we  have  already  faid,  by  the 
capture  of  Schweidnitz.  Laudon,  feeling  him- 
felf  fufficiently  in  force,  by  the  aid  of  the  Ruf¬ 
fians 
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Cans  under  Czernichef,  who  were  at  his  com¬ 
mand,  fent  Campitelli  into  Saxony  with  a 
corps  which  ODonnel  had  brought  him  from 
Lufatia.  This  general  palled  the  bridge  of 
Drefden,  on  the  firft  of  November;  whence 
he  was  fent  to  Freyberg,  to  reinforce  Haddick 
among  the  mountains.  Daun  on  this  ,  quitted 
his  camp  (the  5th)  of  the  Windberg,  and  ad¬ 
vanced,  in  full  force,  on  the  front  of  the  Pruf- 
fian  army.  The  day  was  paffed  in  a  reciprocal 
cannonade,  and  fome  fkirmifhes  between  corps 
of  infantry  belonging  to  the  two  armies.  The 
Pruffians  repulfed  the  enemy  who  wifhed  to  dif- 
lodge  them  from  the  paffage  of  the  Tripfche, 
which  they  defended.  While  the  marflial  alarmed 
the  Pruffians,  Haddick  advanced  on  the  banks 
of  the  Mulde,  where  he  eftabliflied  himfelf  from 
Noffen  and  Dobeln  to  Roffwein. 

Thefe  pofts  behind  the  Mulde,  which  the 
Auftrians  occupied,  are  very  difficult  of  accefs. 
There  are  continued  heights  over  the  whole 
extent  of  the  ground ;  and  the  bed  of  the  river, 
by  being  hollowed  in  the  rock,  prevents  any  paf¬ 
fage  except  over  ftone  bridges,  which  are  to  be 
found  at  three  places.  Prince  Henry,  not  be¬ 
ing  fufficiently  in  force  to  diflodge  an  enemy 
fuperior  in  numbers  from  a  pofition  fo  advan¬ 
tageous,  fatisfied  himfelf  with  intrenching  the 
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polls  his  army  occupied,  that  he  might  main¬ 
tain  himfelf  there  during  winter.  The  P ruffians, 
had  the  art  to  make  themfelves  fo  much  re- 
fpe&ed,  by  the  enemy,  that  all  the  detachments 
fent  by  Haddick,  beyond  the  Mulde,  were  re- 
pulfedor  beaten. 

The  king  had  flattered  himfelf  that  the  cam¬ 
paign  of  the  Ruffians  in  Pomerania  would 
neither  be  long  nor  dangerous,  and  had  def- 
tined  Platen  for  Saxony.  But  affairs,  as  we 
have  faid,  took  .an  ill  turn;  and  the  ge¬ 
neral  could  not  join  the  army  of  his  highnefs 
before  the  nth  of  January.  Scarcely  had  he 
arrived  at  Altenburg  and  Naumburg,  there  to 
take  up  his  quarters*  before  the  army  of  the 
circles  advanced  to  put  themfelves  in  poffeffion 
of  the  fame  places.  Platen  ceded  the  ground 
he  could  not  defend.  On  retiring,  colonel 
Stojentin,  of  the  regiment  of  young  Brunfwick, 
was  attacked  by  four  thoufand  men ;  and  he  de¬ 
fended  himfelf  fo  well  that  he  gained  Meufel- 
witz,  without  fuffering  any  other  lofs  than  that 
of  the  flck,  whom  he  could  not  bring  off  from 
Altenburg. 

The  Pruffians  maintained  their  pofition  dur¬ 
ing  the  whole  winter.  They  fuffered  frequent 
alarms  from  the  vicinity  of  the  two  armies;  but, 
happen  what  might,  it  was  fo  important  to  pre- 
ferve  Saxony,  under  the  defperate  circumftances 

of 


HISTORY  OF  THE  SEVEN  YEARS  WAR.  231 

of  the  Pruflian  affairs,  at  this  time,  that  his  royal 
highnefs,  to  effeft  that  purpofe,  ran  every  rifk. 
He  owed  his  fuccefs  lefs  to  the  flrengtlT  of  his 
army  than  to  his  excellent  difpofitions,  con- 
flancy,  and  fortitude. 

To  finifh  the  pi&ure  of  the  year,  we  {fill  have 
to  relate  the  operations  that  happened  between 
the  army  of  the  allies  and  that  of  France.  We 
left  prince  Ferdinand  at  Paderborn;  the  here¬ 
ditary  prince  at  Murder;  prince  de  Soubife  on 
the  Lower  Rhine ;  marthal  de  Broglio  at  Caffel ; 
and  the  count  de  Luface  in  the  vicinity  of  Eife- 
nach.  The  prince  de  Soubife  opened  the  cam¬ 
paign,  by  inclining  toward  Dortmund,  while  de 
Broglio  affembled  different  corps,  that  menaced 
the  Dimel.  Prince  Ferdinand  left  Spdrken  on 
the  Dimel,  with  orders  to  retire  to  Lippffadt, 
fhould  the  enemy  come  upon  him  in  full  force, 
and  the  army  of  the  allies  advanced  toward 
the  prince  de  Soubife. 

This  army  of  the  Lower  Rhine  had  marched 
for  Unna.  The  hereditary  prince  approached 
Hamm;  and  prince  Ferdinand,  receiving  news 
that  de  Soubife  had  fent  a  corps  forward,  under 
the  command  of  the  prince  de  Conde,  called  in 
the  hereditary  prince,  attacked  this  van-guard, 
and  obliged  it  to  fall  back  to  the  main  army. 
The  prince  found  the  French  (July  the  2d)  too 
Well  intrenched  to  hazard  an  attack,  and 
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marched  for  Dortmund  to  turn  their  camp. 
On  the  evening,  arriving  at  the  bridge  of  Kurle, 
he  was  there  attacked  by  the  French,  whom  he 
repulfed  with  lofs.  .  The  new  pofition  of  the 
allies  would  have  given  inquietude  to  the  prince 
de  Soubife,  for  his  fubfiftence,  had  not  de  Bro- 
glio  come  to  his  fuccour,  from  the  Dimel.  On 
the  approach  of  the  French,  Sporken  retired, 
with  fome  lofs ;  but  inftead  of  marching  to  Lipp- 
ftadt,  according  to  orders,  he  fell  back  on 
Hamm.  The  prince  de  Soubife  then  joined 
de  Broglio  with  all  fpeed;  and  the  two  armies 
met  at  Paderborn.  Prince  Ferdinand  purfued 
de  Soubife,  and  there  were  fome  ikirmiflies 
with  the  rear-guard,  but  nothing  happened  de- 
cifively.  De  Broglio  left  the  count  de  Luface 
at  Paderborn,  to  cover  the  magazines  he  had 
formed  there,  and  the  two  French  armies  en¬ 
camped  at  Soft. 

While  thefe  armies  and  that  of  the  allies  were 
in  motion,  apartifan,  appertaining  to  the  latter, 
named  Frey  tag,  carried  off  three  convoys  of 
flour,  deftined  for  the  enemy,  between  Caffel 
and  Warburg.  This  lofs  fo  far  diftreffed  the 
French  that  they  were  obliged  to  employ  ten 
days  in  bringing  up  fubfiftence,  and  in  re-efta- 
blifhing  order  in  the  adminiftration  of  their  pro- 
vifions. 


Prince. 
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Prince  Ferdinand  profited  by  this  inactivity 
to  fix  his  camp  fecurely  between  the  Afpe  and 
the  Lippe ;  and  at  the  fame  time  provided  for 
the  fecurity  of  Lippftadt,  by  fending  Wangen- 
heim  thither,  at  the  head  of  fix  battalions,  where 
he  was  foon  after  joined  by  Spbrken.  On  the 
15th  of  July  the  two  French  marfhals  advanced 
upon  prince  Ferdinand.  Their  army,  forming 
a  femicircle,  embraced  the  whole  circumference 
of  his  camp ;  for  they  had  their  two  wings  on 
the  Lippe.  De  Broglio  immediately  forced  the 
poll  of  Nellen,  defended  by  Englifh  grenadiers; 
and,  inflated  with  his  fuccefs,  he  attacked  a 
fmalj  wood,  before  the  village  of  Villinghaufen, 
which  was  occupied  by  the  Britifli  legion,  who 
fupported  their  poft  with  too  much  bravery  to 
fuffer  themfelves  to  be  diflodged.  Toward  fix 
in  the  evening,  the  battle  appeared  as  if  it  would 
become  general;  and  would  fo  have  become 
had  it  not  been  prevented  by  the  darknefs  of 
the  night. 

The  fire  recommenced  on  the  morrow,  as 
foon  as  fight  appeared.  De  Soubife  attacked 
the  part  where  the  hereditary  prince  command¬ 
ed,  and  endeavoured  to  force  a  village ;  but  was 
impeded  by  the  vigorous  defence  of  a  redoubt. 
De  Broglio,  on  his  fide,  made  his  efforts  againft. 
prince  Ferdinand.  Thefe  efforts  were  feeble, 

and 
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and  the  prince,  perceiving  during  the  conteft 
fome  fluctuation  in  the  French  infantry  which 
denoted  incertitude  and  difcouragement,  profit- 
Jng  by  this  like  a  great  general,  and  haying 
been  joined  by  Wangenheim,  left  his  poll  with 
fixteen  battalions,  who  audacioufly  charged  the 
troops  of  de  Broglio,  broke  them,  and  com¬ 
pelled  them  to  tafce  to  flight.  This  unexpected- 
blow  obliged  the  two  marfhals  to  delift.  The 
French  loft  fix  thoufand  men:  the  lofs  of  the 
allies  did  not  exceed  two  thoufand,  becaufe  that 
they  were  well  polled,  and  victorious. 

After  the  battle,  de  Soubife  feparated  from 
de  Broglio,  and  approached  the  Rhur;  while 
the  latter  inclined  toward  Paderborn.  The  he¬ 
reditary  prince  followed  de  Soubife,  marching 
for  the  Harftrang,  that  he  might  prevent  the 
latter  palling  the  Rhur;  and  prince  Ferdinand 
accompanied  de  Broglio.  This  French  army 
extended,  behind  the  Wefer,  from  Paderborn 
to  Hameln,  and  began  to  fortify  itfelf  at  Hpx- 
ter,  where  it  formed  a  magazine  of  provilions 
and  ammunition,  and  gave  it  to  be  fufpefted 
that  there  was  a  delign  to  beliege  Hameln. 
Prince  Ferdinand  therefore  detached  Luckner 
thither;  and,  as  he  could  not  prevent  the  liege 
but  by  giving  de  Broglio  inquietude  eifewhere, 
he  fent  Wangenheim  and  Wuthenow  to  pene¬ 
trate 
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trate  into  the  country  of  Waldeck;  where  they 
defeated  a  detachment  of  the  foe,  near  Stadt- 
berg.  De  Broglio  was  obliged  by  this  expe¬ 
dition  to  weaken  his  centre ;  for  which  prince 
Ferdinand  only  waited,  that  he  might  march 
through  Dalbruck  and  Detmold  to  Reilkirchen. 

Surprifed  by  a  manoeuvre  fo  unexpected,  the 
French  put  themfelves  in  motion,  and  arrived 
at  the  foot  of  the  heights  of  Reilkirchen,  fo 
celebrated  by  the  defeat  of  Varus.  Here  they 
found  the  Germans  too  fecure  to  be  affaulted 
with  impunity,  and  retired  for  Neheim  and  Stein- 
heim.  Luckner  then  marched  into  the  diftridt 
of  Soiling,  where  he  attacked  and  beat  a  corps 
under  the  command  of  de  Belfunce,  between 
Gottingen  and  Hoxter-. 

Prince  Ferdinand,  defirous  of  coming  to  ac¬ 
tion,  and  not  finding  himfelf  fufficiently  ftrong 
in  his  prefent  pofition,  called  in  the  hereditary 
prince.  This  prince  came  upon  the  rear  of  the 
French  army,  and  obliged  marfhal  de  Broglio 
to  fend  de  Stainville  to  oppofe  his  attempts. 
The  French,  to  difengage  themfelves  from  the 
allies,  by  whom  they  were  furrounded,  attacked 
the  fmall  town  of  Horn,  before  the  right  of 
prince  Ferdinand;  but  fome  Englifh  brigades, 
advancing  to  maintain  this  poft,  made  them 
abandon  their  project.  Difcouraged  by  ill  fuc- 

cefs, 
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cefs,  and  difgufted  by  the  obftacles  he  had  every 
where  to  encounter,  de  Broglio  renounced  the 
liege  of  Hameln,  and  only  thought  of  tranf- 
porting  his  provifions  from  Hoxter,  where  he 
paffed  the  Wefer,  over  three  bridges.  The 
allies  followed,  but  could  obtain  no  advantage. 

The  junction  of  the  hereditary  prince  with 
the  army  of  the  allies,  while  it  favoured  the 
affairs  of  Lower  Saxony,  was  injurious  to  thofe 
of  the  Lower  Rhine.  Here  his  prefence  be¬ 
came  neceffary,  and  hither  he  was  obliged  to 
return.  On  his  march,  he  forced  the  prince  de 
Conde  to  raife  the  liege  of  Hamm.  The  French 
retired  to  Munfter,  where  they  joined  de  Sou- 
bife,  who  blockaded  that  town.  The  heredi¬ 
tary  prince,  that  he  might  relieve  Munfter, 
luddenly  invefted  the  town  of  Dorften,  and 
captured  the  garrifon,  who  laid  down  their 
arms.  By  this  acquifition,  the  prince,  being 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Wefel,  could  prevent 
the  arrival  of  convoys  to  the  French  army. 
This  expedition  threw  fo  many  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  the  prince  de  Soubife  that  he  deter¬ 
mined  to  raife  the  blockade  of  Munfter,  and 
retire  through  Dulmen  for  Halteren. 

After  the  departure  of  the  hereditary  prince 
for  Lower  Saxony,  de  Broglio,  finding  himfelf 
piore  at  his  eafe,  advanced  on  Eimbeck,  and 

the 


HISTORY  OF  THE  SEVEN  YEARS  WAR.  237 

the  Leine  ;  which  occafioned  prince  Ferdinand 
to  divide  his  army.  The  half  of  this  he  left  on 
the  W efer ;  and  with  the  other  half  he  inclined 
to  the  Dimel,  that  he  might  thence  fall  on  the 
corps  of  de  Stainville.  The  general  forefaw  the 
intentions  of  the  prince,  haftily  retired,  and 
threw  himfelf  into  the  intrenched  camp  that 
had  been  prepared  near  Caffel.  The  attempt 
having  failed,  through  the  activity  of  de  Stain¬ 
ville,  prince  Ferdinand  made  arrangements  to 
feize  on  Munden  ;  by  which  de  Broglio  was  fo 
much  terrified  that  he  haftened  thither  with  the 
half  of  his  army.  The  allies  at  his  approach 
fell  back  for  Geifmar,  and  de  Broglio,  finding 
his  men  ufelefs  at  Munden,  fent  fome  reinforce¬ 
ments  to  de  Stainville  (October)  and  returned 
with  the  remainder  of  his  troops  to  Eimbeck. 
There  was  no  longer  any  fear  that  de  Soubife 
would  beliege  Munfter,  bccaufe  the  feafon  was 
too  much  advanced  ;  and,  as  the  detachment  of 
the  hereditary  prince  was  become  more  necef- 
fary  in  Lower  Saxony  than  in  Weffcphalia, 
prince  Ferdinand  fent  him  orders  to  join  his  army 
on  the  Dimel.  On  his  arrival,  the  allies  ad¬ 
vanced  toward  de  Stainville,  who  again  retired ; 
and  de  Broglio  a  fecond  time  haftened  to  his 
fuccour,  with  a  part  of  his  troops ;  for  he  had 
left  his  main  army  in  the  diftrict  of  Soiling,  ex¬ 
tending 
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tending  from  Holzmunden  to  Lamforde.  Per* 
ceiving  their  plan  difconcerted,  the  allies  en* 
tered  the  principality  of  Waldeck,  which  might 
fupply  them  more  amply  with  fubliftence  than 
Heffe.  De  Broglio,  having  obferved  that  the 
manoeuvres  of  the  allies  confided  only  in  diver* 
fions,  that  they  might  impede  his  plans*  deter¬ 
mined  to  make  a  diverfion  himfelf  ;  and  feat 
the  count  de  Luface,  with  eight  or  nine  thou* 
fand  Saxons,  into  the  dutchy  of  Brunfwick,  to 
befiege  Wolfenbuttel.  The  town  having  fur* 
rendered  without  any  great  refiftance,  the  count 
de  Luface  turned  toward  Brunfwick,  which  he 
invefted.  Luckner,  who  had  been  fent  by 
prince  Ferdinand  to  fuccour  Wolfenbuttel,  ar* 
rived  too  late ;  but,  having  been  joined  by 
prince  Frederic  of  Brunfwick,  this  youthful 
prince,  infpired  with  a  noble  ambition,  and 
ardent  in  the  caufe  of  honour,  made  his  firft 
effay  by  forcing  the  poft  which  the  enemy  held 
at  the  village  of  Oelper ;  then  threw  himfelf 
into  Brunfwick,  oCcafioned  the  liege  to  be  raifed, 
and  haftened  the  evacuation  of  Wolfenbuttel. 
Thus  Alexander,  while  yet  a  boy,  in  the  army 
of  his  father  Philip,  vanquifhed  the  Athenians, 
with  the  wing  of  cavalry  under  his  command* 
Detachments  however  did  not  impede  the 
grand  armies  from  continuing  their  a&ivity. 

Marflial 
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Marfhal  de  Broglio  had  fortified  the  poft  of 
Duderftadt  (November)  had  ordered  de  Stain- 
ville  to  incline  to  Jeffen,  had  placed  fome 
brigades  to  guard  Eimbeck,  and  had  fent  de 
Chabot  to  occupy  the  defiles  of  Efcherfhaufen, 
with  a  detachment  of  ten  thoufand  men.  Had 
prince  Ferdinand  permitted  the  enemy  to  main¬ 
tain  this  pofition,  during  the  winter,  his  advan¬ 
tages,  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  cam¬ 
paign,  would  have  been  too  evident.  This  de¬ 
termined  him  to  pierce  through  the  centre  of 
the  ground  occupied  by  the  French  army.  For 
this  purpofe,  the  hereditary  prince  and  lord 
Granby  (the  5th)  paffed  the  Leine,  and  took 
poft  near  a  height,  in  the  vicinage  of  Eimbeck, 
named  the  Huve.  Prince  Ferdinand  on  his 
part  paffed  the  Wefer,  on  the  4th,  at  Tundern, 
and  advanced  upon  M.  de  Chabot,  who  had 
the  good  fortune  to  efcape.  The  enemy  was 
warmly  attacked  on  all  fides.  De  Broglio  ima¬ 
gined  all  was  loft,  when  he  perceived  the  here¬ 
ditary  prince  oppofite  the  Pluve.  The  day  was 
paffed  in  a  mutual  cannonade ;  but,  the  French 
being  reinforced  on  the  morrow,  it  was  no 
longer  proper  to  hazard  an  attack.  This  gave 
occafion  to  the  motion  that  the  whole  corps  of 
the  allies  made  to  their  right.  The  French  un- 
derftood  their  march  as  a  retreat,  and  wifhed  to 
«  harafs 
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harafs  the  Germans ;  but  they  were  every 
where  repulfed  and  beaten. 

Prince  Ferdinand,  by  this  wheel,  gained  the 
heights  of  Wangelftedt ;  from  which  he  af- 
fumed  the  pofition  of  the  Huve  in  the  rear. 
This  completely  difconcerted  de  Broglio ;  who, 
unable  any  longer  to  maintain  his  pofition,  was 
obliged  to  evacuate  Eimbeck,  and  retire  into 
HelTe.  With  this  very  able  manoeuvre,  prince 
Ferdinand  concluded  a  campaign  which  was  to 
him  highly  glorious,  and  the  armies  on  both 
fides  went  into  winter  quarters. 

By  what  we  have  related  of  the  events  of  the 
campaign,  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfvvick,  of 
all  the  allies,  was  the  only  one  who  terminated 
it  without  lofs.  The  Pruffians  were  generally 
unfortunate  in  all  the  countries  where  they  made 
war.  Prince  Henry  had  loft  all  the  mountains 
of  Saxony  ;  and  was  fo  preffed,  on  the  ground 
that  remained,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  he 
could  draw  daily  fubfiftence  for  his  troops.  The 
fuperiority  of  the  enemy  had  given  the  latter 
the  means  of  occupying  the  moft  advantageous 
polls  ;  and  there  was  caufe  to  apprehend  the 
worft  of  confequences  for  the  winter  and  the 
approaching  campaign. 

But,  bad  as  might  be  the  lituation  of  his 
royal  highnefs,  it  by  no  means  equalled  that  of 
i  the 
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the  army  of  the  king.  The  lofs  of  Schweidnitz 

included  that  of  the  hills  and  the  half  of  Silefia. 

/ 

His  majefty  retained  only  the  fortreffes  of  Glo- 
gau,  Breflau,  Brie'g,  Neifs,  and  Cofel.  He  was 
mailer  of  the  courfe  of  the  Oder,  and  of  the  prin¬ 
cipalities  fituated  on  the  oppolite  fhore,  which 
had  been  ravaged  by  the  Ruffians,  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  tho  campaign,  and  from  which 
fubfiftence  no  longer  could  be  drawn  ;  nor  was 
any  to  be  obtained  from  Poland,  becaufe  that 
fifteen  thoufand  Ruffians,  who  had  drawn  a  line 
on  the  frontiers,  interdicted  all  paflage.  The 
army  was  obliged  to  defend  its  front  againft 
the  Aultrians,  and  its  rear  againft  the  Ruffians. 
The  communication  between  Berlin  and  Breflau 
was  bwt  precarious ;  and  what  rendered  this 
fituation  completely  defperate  was  the  lofs  of 
Colberg.  Nothing  might  prevent  the  Ruffians 
from  laying  fiege  to  Stettin,  in  the  fpring,  or 
even  from  feizing  on  Berlin,  and  the  whole 
electorate  of  Brandenbourg.  The  king  had  only 
thirty  thoufand  men  in  Silefia ;  prince  Henry 
was  but  little  ftronger ;  and  the  troops  that  had 
ferved  in  Pomerania,  againft  the  Ruffians,  were 
fo  ruined  that  fcarcely  the  lhadow  of  them  re¬ 
mained.  Moll  of  the  provinces  were  invaded 
or  overwhelmed  ;  no  one  knew  where  recruits 
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might  be  obtained ;  whence  horfes  and  {fores 
might  be  drawn ;  where  fubfiftence  could  be 
found ;  nor  how  ammunition  might  be  fafely 
brought  to  the  army. 

We  fhall  fee  however  that  the  Hate,  though 
apparently,  was  not  in  reality,  ruined  ;  that  in- 
dudxy  re-eftablifhed  the  army ;  and  that  a  fortu¬ 
nate  accident  repaired  every  lofs.  This  wilf 
ferve  as  an  example  to  prove  how  deceitful  are 
appearances ;  and  that,  in  great  affairs,  perfe- 
verance  will  enable  men  to  furmount  every 
threatening  peril. 


CHAP.  XV. 

ST he  Winter  of  1761  to  1762. 

BY  the  recital  of  what  happened  during  the 
preceding  campaign,  we  have  expofed  the 
miferies  under  which  Pruflia  at  prefent  groaned, 
and  thofe  by  which  fhe  was  ftill  further  me¬ 
naced.  In  times  the  mod;  critical,  and  when  the 
fate  of  arms  feemed  to  be  the  mod:  averfe,  ftill 
were  there  fome  rays  of  hope  which  betokened 
refources,  though  with  incertitude.  In  the  month 
of  Odober,  after  the  lofs  of  Schweidnitz,  when 

the 
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the  army  of  the  king  was  at  Strehlen,  and  the 
.Ruffians,  in  Pomerania,  were  befieging  the  town 
of  Colberg  and  the  corps  of  the  prince  of  W ur- 
temberg,  the  king  received  an  embaffy  from 
the  khan  of  the  Tartars.  The  ambaffador  was 
his  mailer's  barber.  This  will  appear  ftrange 
to  minds  prejudiced  concerning  court  ceremo¬ 
nials,  and  to  thofe  who  only  judge  of  dillant 
nations  by  comparing  them  with  the  manners 
of  Europeans.  But  luch  incidents  are  not  un¬ 
common  among  the  eaftern  people,  where  no¬ 
bility  is  unknown,  and  where  thofe  are  fup- 
pofed  to  be  the  molt  dignified  who  approach 
neareft  the  perfon  of  the  fovereign. 

This  barber,  or  this  ambaffador,  prefented 
his  credentials,  written  in  a  ridiculous  ftyle, 
though  very  different  from  that  of  the  ftyle  of 
the  German  chancery.  The  object  of  his  em- 
baffy  was  to  propofe  an  alliance  between  Pruffia 
and  Tartary*  and  to  offer  an  aid  of  fixteen  thou- 
fand  auxiliaries,  for  which  a  certain  ftipulated 
fubfidy  was  to  be  granted.  Such  a  propofition 
was  not  to  be  rejefted,  in  the  prefent  fituation 
of  affairs.  It  was  not  only  accepted,  but,  fur¬ 
ther  to  gain  time,  the  barber  was  fent  back 
with  projects  of  treaties  of  alliance  and  fubfidies. 
Prefents  were  heaped  upon  him,  for  himfelf  and 
his  mailer ;  and  he  was  accompanied  on  his  re- 
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turn  by  the  young  von  Goltz,  in  order  to  prefo 
the  execution  of  thefe  engagements,  and  to  lead 
a  corps  of  auxiliaries  into  Hungary,  where 
1  they  were  wifhed  to  be  employed  to  make  a  di¬ 
vert  on  into  the  ftates  of  the  emprefs  queen. 
The  fieur  Bofcamp,  the  king’s  emiffary  at  Ba£t- 
cheferay,  was  at  the  fame  time  charged  to 
exert  all  his  afiiduity  to  difpofe  the  khan  to 
make  an  incurfion  into  Ruffia ;  for,  after  hoftili- 
ties  had  once  been  committed,  the  Porte  would 
find  itfelf  under  the  conftraint  of  fupporting  the 
khan.  This  was  the  only  means  of  drawing 
the  Turks  into  thofe  meafures  for  which  they 
had  hitherto  teftified  fo  much  repugnance. 
Should  the  proje£l  fucceed,  Pomerania  would 
be  freed  from  the  Ruffians,  and  the  electoral 
March  preferved  from  the  perils  to  which  it 
was  expofed. 

With  refpeft  to  the  irruption  of  the  fixteen 
thoufand  Tartars  into  Hungary,  this  muft  no 
doubt  be  fupported  by  a  corps  of  regular  troops ; 
but,  as  the  emprefs  queen  muft  be  obliged  to 
detach  twice  the  number,  fhe  would,  of  ne- 
ceffity,  enfeeble  the  army  that,  in  the  fpring, 
was  to  oppofe  the  Pruffians.  All  the  intelli¬ 
gence  received  at  this  time,  from  Conftantinople, 
made  a  prompt  concluf  on  of  the  defenfive  treaty 
of  alliance,  which  the  king  negotiated  at  the 
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Porte,  to  be  hoped.  But  the  diftance  between 
hope  and  accomplilhment  wa'5  great.  The 
vizir  was  a  man  advanced  in  years,  no  fol- 
dier,  and  feared  to  begin  a  trade  he  did  not  un- 
derftand.  He  particularly  apprehended  expof- 
ing  a  fortune  already  well  eftablifhed  to  the  ha¬ 
zards  of  war.  For  this  reafon,  he  was  intimately 
connected  with  the  mufti,  that  they  might  in 
concert  counteract  the  violent  opinions  of  thofc 
who  wilhed  to  break  with  the  houfe  of  Auftria, 
and  to  reprefent  to  them  that  the  truce  between 
the  Porte  and  the  Imperialifts,  not  having  yet 
expired,  might  not  be  violated,  without  tranf- 
grefllng  the  law  of  Mahomet. 

Still  however,  in  confequence  of  thofe  con¬ 
tradictions  to  which  the  human  mind  is  fo 
liable,  the  Porte  fent  large  detachments  of  ja- 
niffaries  toward  Hungary.  The  Ottoman  forces, 
affembled  in  the  environs  of  Belgrade,  amount¬ 
ed  to  a  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  men.  The 
balhaws  made  thefe  troops  advance,  and  form 
x  line  on  the  frontiers  of  the  provinces  of  th© 
emprefs  queen.  This  was  much  for  the  Porte, 
but  little  for  Pruffia,  which  flood  in  need  of 
more  effectual  aid.  However,  as  there  were  no 
hopes  to  be  obtained  in  Europe,  except  from 
this  power,  the  king  attempted  by  all  imagina- 
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ble  means,  as  well  at  Conftantinople  as  at  Ba<?U 
cheferay,  to  produce  vigorous  refolutions. 

During  the  winter,  a  new  emiffary  arrived 
from  the  khan  at  Breflau,  who  confirmed  all 
the  promifes  the  barber  had  made  the  king 
in  his  mafter’s  name,  and  affured  him  the  khan 
would  affemble  a  corps  of  forty  thoufand  men, 
in  the  fpring,  which  affirmation  was  verified; 
and  that  thefe  fiiould  afterward  ad  according  to 
his  majefty’s  defires;  which  was  not  verified. 
We  fioon  fiaall  fiee  that  the  revolutions,  which 
happened  in  Ruffia,  made  fio  flrong  an  imprefi- 
fion  on  thefie  eaftern  people  that  they  delayed 
the  meafiures  they  were  on  the  point  of  taking, 
and  liifipended  all  their  plans. 

The  emiffary  of  the  khan,  however,  was  fient 
back  with  prefients,  as  well  for  himfelf  as  for 
his  mafter;  for  among  thefie  people  every  thing 
is  purchafied.  The  Tartar  had  fiet  a  price  on 
his  adions  and  fiervices ;  fio  much  was  to  be  paid 
him  for  a  favourable  anfiwer,  fio  much  for  affem- 
bling  his  troops,  fio  much  for  preparing  to  ad, 
and  fio  much  for  a  letter  which  he  was  prevailed 
upon  to  write  to  the  grand  fieignior.  The  only 
difference,  between  the  interefted  fpirit  of  the 
Grientalifts  and  that  of  other  nations,  fieems  to 
me  to  be  that  the  firft  yield  to  this  infamous 
paffion,  and  dilhonour  themfielves,  without  a 
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blufh;  and  that  the  Europeans  at  lead  affeft 
feme  fliame. 

While  thefe  endeavours  were  made  to  raife 
commotions  in  the  Eaft,  affairs  were  more  and 
more  embroiled  in  England.  France  had  fent 
de  Buffy  into  that  kingdom,  to  negotiate  peace; 
but  his  prefence  did  not  lull  the  Britifh  minifler 
fo  entirely  as  had  been  hoped  by  the  court  of 
Verfailles.  Perhaps  there  was  lefs  ardour  dif- 
played  in  their  naval  armaments.  The  Englifh 
neverthelefs  took  the  ifland  and  fortrefs  of  Belle- 
ifle,  during  thefe  negotiations;  and  feized  on 
Pondicherry  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  where  they 
ruined  the  important  eflablifhments  poffeffed 
by  the  French  Eaft  India  company.  Thus  the 
negotiation  of  de  Buffy  made  little  progrefs  at 
London.  The  duke  de  ChoifeuI,  that  he  might 
allure  the  Englifh,  gave  Mr.  Stanley  the  mofl 
flattering  hopes,  which  were  immediately  ab¬ 
jured  by  the  interpretations  made  by  de  Buffy. 
This  political  fkirmifh  continued  till  toward 
the  end  of  the  year  1761,  when  conferences 
were  refumed  with  greater  ardour.  France, 
intending  to  dupe  England,  faw  fhe  could  not 
fucceed.  She  wifhed  to  fuftain  no  lofs,  but  to 
make  a  more  advantageous  peace  than  fhe  was 
intitled  to  by  the  fortune  of  war;  and,  as  the 
arts  of  negotiation  were  infufficient  to  effeff 
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thefe  purpofes,  {he  caft  her  eyes  toward  Spain,- 
which  de  Choifeul  had  the  addrefs  to  engage  in 
her  interefts.  This  alliance  might  awe  the  Eng- 
lifh ;  or,  fhould  it  not,  the  affiftance  of  that 
power  might  pufh  the  war  with  greater  vigour 
and  fuccefs. 

The  methods  employed  by  de  Choifeul  to 
difpofe  the  king  of  Spain  to  embrace  the  inter- 
efts  of  France  would  not  every  where  have  been 
equally  efficacious.  Thefe  were  contained  in  the 
famous  projeft  of  the  family  compad,  which, 
far  from  uniting  the  crowns,  ought  on  the  con¬ 
trary  for  ever  to  have  prevented  all  treaty  be¬ 
tween  Spain  and  France.  We  {hall  content 
ourfelves  with  enumerating  the  principal  points. 
This  compact  fays - 

44  That  the  two  branches  of  the  houfe  of  Bour- 
tc  bon  were  henceforward  to  be  confidered  as  one 
44  and  the  fame;  that  the /ubjeds  of  the  two 
44  crowns  were  mutually  to  enjoy  the  fame  advan- 
44  tages;  that  they  were  at  all  times  to  have  but 
44  one  common  caufe;  confequently  that  the 
44  king  of  Spain  was  to  declare  war  on  England, 
44  fhould  that  power  refufe  to  redrefs  certain 
44  griefs,  fuch  as  the  cutting  of  logwood,  and 
44  the  piracies  committed  by  the  Englifh  priva- 
44  teers;  that  Spain,  at  the  fame  time,  fhould 
44  attack  the  king  of  Portugal;  and  (what  is 
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iC  moft  extraordinary)  that  the  two  branches  of 
ct  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  being  confidered  but 
“  as  the  fame,  their  conquefts  and  their  Ioffes 
tc  Ihould  be  in  common;  fo  that  the  ad- 
<c  vantages  of  the  one  fhould  compenfate  the 
“  Ioffes  of  the  other.” 

How  might  this  treaty  be  explained?  Might 
not  the  French,  with  equal  propriety,  at  once 
have  faid  to  the  Spaniards — “  Do  you  make 
‘c  war  becaufe  that  will  be  to  our  intereft.  We 
(c  have  buffered  very  confiderable  Ioffes  in  our 
i{  war  with  the  Englifh ;  and,  as  there  is  every 
<e  probability  that  you  will  make  ffome  con- 
t(  quells,  and  that  you  will  take  Portugal,  you 
“  will  reftore  that  country  to  its  poffeffors,  in 
<(  order  to  oblige  the  Englifh  to  make  reftora- 
<e  tion  of  the  provinces  they  have  wrefted  from 
te  us,  and  which  we  ourfelves  are  unable  to 
<c  recover?” 

And  why  attack  the  king  of  Portugal,  who 
had  offended  no  power,  and  on  whofe  kingdom 
neither  France  nor  Spain  had  any  claims?  It 
was  to  ruin  the  lucrative  commerce  that  Eng¬ 
land  maintained  with  Portugal,  which  induced 
France  to  commit  this  adt.  She  was  befide 
perfuaded  theEnglilh  would  reftore  the  greateft 
part  of  their  conquefts,  that  the  king  of  Portu¬ 
gal  might  be  reinftated  in  his  kingdom.  But 
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is  that  a  reafon  for  attacking  a  fovereign  who 
gives  no  legitimate  caufe  of  attack?  How  vain, 
haw  inlignificant,  is  the  ftudy  of  the  law  of  na¬ 
tions  1  In  fine  the  treaty,  fantaftical  as  it  was,  was 
figned  by  the  two  crowns. 

Of  this  France  immediately  made  life;  and 
<de  Bulky  had  orders  to  demand,  in  the  name  of 
the  king  of  Spain,  reftitution  of  fome  fhips 
which  the  Englilh  had  taken  from  that  power; 
and  particularly  that  they  fhould  forbear  to  cut 
logwood.  This  propofition  was  the  apple  of 
difcord,  which  totally  divided  the  Britifh  mini- 
Rry.  Two  men  were  at  that  time  at  the  head 
of  government,  different  in  character  and  op- 
polite  in  all  things.  The  one  was  Pitt,  who 
had  an  elevated  mind,  capacious  and  grand  in 
his  projefls,  firm  in  their  execution,  and  index:- 
ible  in  his  opinions,  becaufe  he  believed  them 
advantageous  to  his  country,  which  he  loved. 

The  other  w'as  Bute,  who  had  been  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  king.  Rather  ambitious  than  able, 
he  wifhed  to  rule  under  the  fhadow  of  fovereign 
authority.  With  him  it  was  a  principle  that  a 
ftatefman’s  web  of  honour  ought  to  be  of  a 
coarfe  texture.  He  fuppofed  that,  by  procur¬ 
ing  peace  for  his  nation,  he  fhould  himfelf  be¬ 
come  the  nation’s  idol.  He  deceived  himfelf, 
and  wks  held  in  deteftation. 
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Thefe  two  Englifhmen  beheld  the  propofai 
of  Spain  with  very  different  eyes.  Pitt,  con¬ 
vinced  fhe  was  defirous  of  war,  and  conlequently 
that  war  was  inevitable,  wifhed  to  take  her  un¬ 
provided.  For  the  preparations  of  the  Spani¬ 
ards  were  not  yet  completed;  and  it  was  his 
opinion  hoftilities  fhould  be  begun,  fince  the 
queftion  related  to  fighting,  and  not  to  nego¬ 
tiating.  Bute,  fearing  an  increafe  of  enemies 
would  but  render  peace  more  difficult  of  con- 
clufion?  remonftrated  that,  fhould  his  adverfary’s 
advice  be  followed,  the  government  would  be 
burthened  by  exorbitant  expences,  and  new  dan¬ 
gers  would  be  incurred,  the  conclufion  of  which 
might  not  be  forefeen ;  adding  that  he  oppofed 
the  opinion  of  Pitt  more  efpecially  becaufe  that, 
under  prefent  circumflances,  it  was  more  eafy 
for  England  to  negotiate,  at  Madrid,  than  to 
find  new  funds,  for  the  continuance  of  the  war, 
at  London. 

The  opinion  of  Bute  prevailed,  in  the  coun¬ 
cil,  over  that  of  his  antagonift.  This  Pitt  re- 
fented  fo  highly  that,  full  of  indignation,  he 
gave  up  all  his  pofts;  and  his  example  was 
foon  after  followed  by  the  dukes  of  Newcaftle 
and  Devonfhire,  who  likewife  went  out  of  office. 
Bute  profited  by  their  fpoils,  affirmed  the  place 
which  beft  pleafed  himfelf,  and  formed  a  new 
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adminiftration  compofed  of  lords  Hallifax,  Egrc- 
mont,  and  Grenville;  who  were  named  the 
triumvirate,  but  of  whom  Bute  was  the  foul. 

Events  foon  after  proved  that  Pitt  had  judged 
of  the  intentions  of  Spain  like  a  ftatefman;  for 
Bute  loft  his  time  in  negotiating,  yet  was  oblig¬ 
ed  to  have  recourfe  to  arms,  and  to  affift  the  king 
of  Portugal  with  Englifh  troops.  For  the  ad- 
wantages  which  the  Britifh  fleets  gained  by  fea 
the  nation  was  indebted  to  Pitt,  the  expeditions 
of  which  had  been  planned  during  his  admini- 
ftration  Scarcely  was  lord  Bute  in  office  before 
the  coldnefs  that  began  to  take  place  between 
Pruffia  and  England  confiderably  increafed. 
Bute  refufed  the  fubfidies  which  the  Englifh  till 
then  had  paid  the  king,  by  which  he  flattered 
himfelf  this  prince  would  be  reduced  to  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  confenting  to  thofe  propofitions  of 
peace  which  the  Britifh  miniftry  fliould  think 
proper  to  prefcribe.  He  imagined  that  money 
accomplifhes  every  thing,  and  that  there  was 
no  money  out  of  England. 

But  what  is  this  world !  What  are  the  pro¬ 
jects  of  man! — The  emprefs  of  Ruffia  died. 
Her  death  deceived  all  the  politicians  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  overthrew  an  infinite  number  of  plans, 
carefully  arranged  and  labor!  ouny  combined. 
This  princefs,  whofe  health  had  been  infirm  for 
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Tome  years,  was  fuddenly  carried  off,  by  a  fpit* 
ting  of  blood,  on  the  8th  of  January  1762. 
After  her  death  the  crown  devolved  to  the  grand 
duke  her  nephew,  who  reigned  under  the  name 
of  Peter  III.  The  king  had  cultivated  the  friend- 
fhip  of  this  prince,  at  the  time  that  he  was  only 
duke  of  Holftein;  and,  in  confequence  of  a 
fenfibility,  uncommon  among  men,  and  ffcill 
more  among  fovereigns,  he  preferved  a  grateful 
heart.  Of  this  he  had  given  proofs  during  the 
war.  It  was  he  who  moft  contributed  to  the 
retreat  of  marfhal  Apraxin,  in  the  year  1757, 
when,  after  having  beaten  marfhal  Lehwald, 
he  retreated  into  Poland.  During  all  thefe 
troubles  he  had  even  abftained  from  going  to 
the  council,  in  which  he  had  a  feat,  that  he 
might  not  participate  in  the  meafures  which  the 
emprefs  took  againft  Pruffia,  and  which  he  dil- 
approved. 

The  king  wrote  a  letter  of  congratulation  on 
his  acceffion  to  the  throne,  in  which,  without 
difguife,  he  teflified  the  defire  he  had  to  live  in 
harmony  with  him,  and  the  efteem  in  which  he 
fhould  ever  hold  his  perfon.  Mr.  Keith,  the 
Englifh  ambaflador  at  the  court  of  Ruflia,  de¬ 
layed  not  to  inform  the  king  of  the  hopes  which 
he  might  well  entertain,  concerning  the  kind 
intentions  of  this  new  monarch.  Soon  after 
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Goudowitz,  the  favourite  of  the  emperor, 
fent  into  G’-many,  under  pretence  of  compli- 
menting  ins  brother-  in-law,  the  prince  of  Zerbftj 
but  his  fecret  inftru&ions  were  to  take  Breflau 
in  his  return,  where  the  king  had  fixed  his 
quarters,  and  to  affure  him  of  the  fentiments  of 
efteem  and  friendfhip  that  were  entertained  by 
the  emperor.  The  opportunity  was  too  fortu¬ 
nate  to  be  miffed.  The  king  explained  him* 
felf  with  cordiality  to  Goudowitz,  and  eafily 
proved  to  him  there  was  no  real  fubjed  of  war 
between  the  two  crowns ;  that  the  prefent  trou¬ 
bles  were  only  the  confequences  of  the  arts  of 
the  court  of  Vienna,  which  did  but  labour  for 
its  proper  interefts ;  and  that  nothing  was  more 
eafy  than  to  re-eftablifh  harmony  by  a  folid 
peace.  He  added  at  the  fame  time,  as  if  by 
accident,  that  he  promifed  himfelf,  from  the 
equity  of  the  emperor,  no  condition  contrary 
to  the  glory  of  the  fovereign  would  be  exacted ; 
for  to  fuch  the  king  never  could  fubfcribe.  As 
the  conjundure  was  favourable  to  fecure  what¬ 
ever  might  be  obtained  from  the  good  difpo* 
fition  of  the  emperor,  the  king  faid,  as  if  it  had 
efcaped  him,  that,  far  from  preferving  the  lead 
refentment  of  the  paft,  there  was  nothing  he 
more  eagerly  defired  than  to  form  the  mod:  per* 
fed  union  with  the  emperor. 
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This  declaration  was  accompanied  by  a  letter 
to  the  emperor,  conceived  in  nearly  the  fame 
terms;  that  he  might  add  the  more  force  to 
what  Ihould  be  related  by  Goudowitz,  concern¬ 
ing  the  fentiments  of  the  king  in  his  favour. 
Scarcely  was  Goudowitz  departed  for  Peters¬ 
burg  befqre  he  was  followed  by  Goltz,  in  qua¬ 
lity  of  envoy  extraordinary,  to  compliment  the 
emperor  on  his  acceffion  to  the  throne;  and  ef- 
pecially  to  prefs  the  negotiation  of  peace,  and 
haften  its  conclufion,  previous  to  the  opening  of 
the  campaign. 

Still  might  apprehenfions  be  entertained. 
For,  on  what  foundation  could  it  be  fuppofed 
that  the  negotiation  at  Peterfburg  would  take  a 
happy  turn?  The  courts  of  Verfailles  and  Vi¬ 
enna  had  guarantied  the  kingdom  of  Pruffia  to> 
the  deceafed  emprefs :  of  this  the  Ruffians  were 
in  peaceable  poffeffion.  Would  a  young  mo¬ 
narch  on  his  afcending  the  throne  relinquiih 
conqueft,  guarantied  by  his  allies?  Would  he 
not  be  reftrained  by  that  luftre  which  intereffc, 
or  the  glory  of  acquifition,  fiheds  over  a  crown 
newly  acquired  ?  For  whom  ?  Wherefore  ?  What 
motive  fhould  he  have  to  make  fuch  a  renun¬ 
ciation  ? 

All  thefe  queftions,  difficult  to  refolve, 
filled  every  mind  with  incertitude,  concerning 

the 
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the  future.  The  event  was  more  fortunate 
than  might  be  hoped.  So  difficult  is  it  to  unra¬ 
vel  fecondary  caufes,  and  to  underftand  the  dif¬ 
ferent  motives  that  aduate  the  will  of  man !  Peter 
III.  happened  to  pofffefs  an  excellent  heart,  and 
fentiments  more  noble  and  more  elevated  than 
are  ufually  found  among  fovereigns.  Complying 
with  every  wifh  of  the  king,  he  even  went  further 
than  might  have  been  expeded,  and  recalled 
Czernichef  with  his  corps  from  the  Auftrian  army 
of  his  own  proper  motion.  He  exaded  no 
ceffion  whatever  from  the  king,  although  he 
was  fo  authorifed  to  exad,  without  rilk.  He 
haftened  the  negotiation  for  peace,  and  in  return 
only  alked  the  friendfhip  and  alliance  of  the 
king.  A  proceeding  fo  uncommon,  fo  gene¬ 
rous,  fo  noble,  not  only  ought  to  be  tranfmit- 
ted  to  pofterity,  but  to  be  written  in  letters  of 
gold,  in  the  cabinets  of  kings. 

The  views  of  the  emperor,  at  that  time, 
were  particularly  extended  to  Denmark.  He 
felt  the  wrongs  her  kings  had  done  his  ances¬ 
tors;  he  had  befide  ads  of  perfonal  injuftice  to 
revenge;  for,  during  the  life  of  the  emprefs 
Elizabeth,  the  Danes  had  feveral  times  attempt¬ 
ed  to  defpoil  him  of  that  part  of  Holftein  which 
he  dill  poffelfed,  and  which  he  continually  op- 
pofed  with  fortitude.  His  mind  being  embit¬ 
tered 
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tered  by  fo  many  offences,  he  meditated  ample 
Vengeance ;  and,  while  he  terminated  the  war 
with  F  ruffia,  it  was  but  that  war  might  re¬ 
commence,  with  increafing  vigour,  againft  Den¬ 
mark. 

The  king  did  not  ad  with  the  emperor  as 
between  fovereign  and  fovereign,  but  with 
that  cordiality  which  friendlhip  requires,  and 
in  which  the  charms  of  friendlhip  confift.  The 
virtues  of  Peter  III.  formed  an  exception  to 
political  rules,  and  of  thefe  virtues  he  deferved 
a  return.  The  king  endeavoured  to  anticipate 
his  defires,  in  every  thing  that  could  give  him 
pleafure;  and,  as  he  appeared  to  wilh  to  fee  the 
count  von  Schwerin,  aide  de  camp  to  the  king, 
who,  having  been  taken  by  the  Ruffians  at  the 
battle  of  Zorndorf,  had  fortunately  merited 
his  favour,  the  count  immediately  undertook 
this  journey  ;  and  did  not  a  little  contribute, 
during  his  abode  in  Ruffia,  to  the  conclufion  of 
the  treaties  of  peace  and  alliance. 

Lord  Bute,  who,  in  contempt  for  other 
nations,  was  ignorant  of  what  paffed  in  Europe, 
and  Hill  more  of  the  manner  of  thinking  of  the 
new  emperor  of  Ruffia,  full  of  the  ideas  of  ge¬ 
neral  peace,  which  he  was  determined  fhould  be 
accomplilhed,  charged  prince  Gallitzin,  the 
Ruffian  ambaffador  at  London,  to  inform  his 
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court  that,  whatever  ceffions  the  emperor  fhould 
exa<ft,  from  Pruffia,  England  would  take  care 
he  fhould  obtain,  provided  he  was  not  too. 
much  in  hafte,  and  fhould  continue  to  keep  the 
king  of  Pruffia  in  check,  by  permitting  the 
corps  of  Czernichef  to  remain  with  the  Auftrians. 
Offended  by  fuch  propofitions,  the  emperor 
anfwered  as  if  he  himfelf  had  been  a  Pruffian 
minifter,  and  fent  a  copy  of  the  difpatches  of 
prince  Gallitzin  to  the  king,  that  he  might 
know  how  fully  he  was  betrayed  by  England. 
Nor  was  this  the  foie  perfidy  of  which  the  . 
Englifh  minifter  was  guilty  to  the  king.  Not 
fatisfied  with  attempting  to  injure  the  affairs  of . 
Pruffia  at  Peterfburg,  Bute,  at  the  fame  time, 
negotiated  at  the  court  of  Vienna,  and  wifhed  to 
make  peace  with  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  unknown 
to  the  king.  Liberal  of  the  Pruffian  provinces, 
facrificing  without  fcruple  the  interefts  of  the 
king,  he  offered  fpoils  to  the  emprefs  queen, 
as  if  fuch  had  been  at  his  difpofal. 

Chance  on  this  occafion  was  more  ferviceable 
to  the  king  than  the  moft  fubtle  art  could  have 
been.  Count  Kaunitz  mifunderftood  thefe  over¬ 
tures,  fufpefted  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Englifh  to  fow  difeord  between  the  courts  of  Vi¬ 
enna  and  Verfailles,and  replied  to  lord  Bute  with 
all  the  furly  haughtinefs  of  an  Auftrian  minifter. 

He 
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He  difdainfully  rejected  proportions  which  he  - 
believed  to  be  deceitful,  adding  that  the  em- 
prefs  queen  was  fufficiently  puiflant  to  enforce 
her  own  pretenfions ;  and  that  lhe  would  ad 
contrary  to  her  perfonal  dignity  by  accepting 
peace  on  any  terms,  fhould  England  be  the 
mediatrix.  Thus  didtheprojed  become  abor¬ 
tive,  to  the  fhame  of  him  by  whom  it  had  been 
conceived.  Notwithdanding  fo  many  fortunate 
events,  and  fo  many  intrigues  difcovered,  the 
king  was  not  exempt  from  fear.  Letters  from 
Peterfburg  made  him  tremble  for  the  perfon  of  . 
the  emperor.  They  all  announced  that  the 
feeds  of  confpiracy  were  ready  to  burft  forth. 
The  perfons  fufpeded  of  being  parties  in  the  plot 
were  the  lead  guilty  ;  its  true  authors  worked  in 
the  dark,  and  carefully  concealed  themfelves 
from  the  public  view.  Scarcely  was  the  empe¬ 
ror  feated  on  the  throne  before  he  made  conti¬ 
nual  innovations  on  the  government.  He  ap¬ 
propriated  to  himfelf  the  lands  of  the  clergy, 
according  to  the  projed  of  Peter  I. ;  but  was  far 
from  being  as  firm  on  the  throne,  or  as  much 
refpeded  by  the  nation,  as  this  his  predecefior 
had  been.  The  clergy  were  the  more  power¬ 
ful  in  that  empire  becaufe  that  the  people  were 
rude,  and  grovelling  in  the  mod  profound  igno¬ 
rance.  To-  attack  thefe  Archimandrites,  thefe-. 
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popes,  was  to  create  to  himfelf  irreconcileable 
enemies ;  for  every  prieft  is  more  attached  to  his 
living  than  to  his  opinions.  The  emperor 
fhould  no  doubt  have  waited  a  proper  time  for 
this  reform,  and  even  then  ought  to  have 
touched  with  a  delicate  hand.  Exclufive  of 
clerical  grievances,  he  was  accufed  of  keeping 
the  guards,  Ifmailof  and  Preobraziniky,  under 
too  fevere  difeipline,  and  of  wilhing  to  make 
war  on  Denmark,  which  was  very  repugnant  to 
the  Ruffians ;  fince  they  openly  averred  it 
was  a  war  in  which  the  nation  was  not  inte- 
refled.  Ill-meaning  people  propagated  thefe 
complaints  in  public,  to  render  the  perfon  of  the 
emperor  odious.  Friendlhip,  gratitude,  and  the 
efteem  in  which  the  king  held  the  excellent 
qualities  of  Peter  III.  induced  the  former  to 
write  to  him  concerning  this  perilous  lituation 
of  affairs.  The  correfpondence  was  to  be  ma¬ 
naged  with  that  extreme  delicacy  fovereigns  re¬ 
quire,  who  ufually  wifh  it  fhould  be  believed  their 
authority  is  undoubted ;  and,  with  refpedt  to 
Denmark,  it  was  neceffary  the  king  fhould  ex¬ 
plain  himfelf  with  infinite  referve.  That  he 
might  diffuade  the  emperor  from  immediately 
entering  into  war  with  the  Danes,  the  king  ex¬ 
plained  all  the  reafons  which  fhould  induce  him 
to  defer  that  enterprife  to  the  following  year. 

He 
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He  particularly  infided  on  the  neceffity  that  there 
was  for  the  emperor  to  be  crowned  at  Mofcow, 
before  he  fhould  leave  his  dates,  and  engage  in 
a  foreign  war ;  that,  by  this  ceremony,  his 
perfon  might  be  rendered  more  inviolable  in 
the  eyes  of  the  nation,  agreeable  to  the  example 
of  his  predeceffors.  He  next  mentioned  the 
revolutions  that  had  happened  in  Ruffia  during 
the  abfence  of  Peter  I.  but  he  touched  lightly 
on  that  fubjedt ;  and  concluded  by  conjuring 
the  emperor,  in  the  mod  affeftionate  manner, 
not  to  negled  precautions  eflentiaHy  necedary 
for  his  perfonal  fafety ;  proteding  that  the  fin- 
cere  intered  he  took  in  his  prefervation  was  his 
foie  motive  for  writing. 

His  letter  made  little  impreffion  on  the  em¬ 
peror,  who  replied - “  My  glory  requires  I 

“  fliould  obtain  judice  of  the  Danes,  for  all 
*c  the  outrages  they  have  committed  againd  me, 
“  and  more  efpecially  againd  my  ancedors.  It 
“  never  fhall  be  faid  that  the  Ruffians  make  war 
tc  in  my  behalf,  and  that  I  am  not  perfonally  at 
“  their  head.  The  ceremony  pf  coronation  is  too 
“  expenfive;  the  money  will  be  better  employed 
<c  againd  the  Danes.  With  refpedt  to  the  inte- 
<£  red  which  you  take  in  my  prefervation,  let  me 
fc  intreat  you  not  to  have  any  apprehenfions. 
“  The  foldiers  call  me  their  father ;  and  fay 
‘‘  they  would  rather  be  governed  by  a  man  than 
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ce  a  woman.  I  walk  unattended.,  in  the  ftreets 
“  of  Peterfburg  :  had' any  one  wifhed  to  do  me 
£r  an  injury,  he  would  long  ere  this  have 
Cf  executed  his  intentions.  But  I  do  good  to  all 
<e  the  world,  and  I  confide  myfelf  folely  to  the 
(c  protection  of  God,  under  whofe  guidance  I 
have  nothing  to  fear.” 

This  anfwer  did  not  prevent  the  king  from 
continuing  his  endeavours  to  inform  the  em¬ 
peror  of  the  threatening  dangers-  .  Gpl.tz  and 
Schwerin  received  orders  to  fpeak  on  this  topic, 
in  the  familiar  converfations  they  had  with  the 
monarch.  It  was  in  vain  they  repeated  that, 
in  a  country  where  the  manners  are  in  a  ftate  fo 
rude  as  are  thofe  of  Ruffia,  a  monarch  cannot 
take  fufficient  precautions  for  his  perfonal  fafety. 
He  replied,  at  laft,  “You  are  my  friends; 
(e  never  mention  the  fubjeCt  more  ;  it  is  a  hate- 
<<r  ful  one.”  Silence  was  impofed,  and  the  poor 
emperor  was  obliged  to  be  abandoned  to  that 
fecurity  which  effected  his  deftruCtion. 

Et,  fi  fata  Deum,  fi  mens  non  laeva  fuiffet, 
Impuleratferro  Argolicas  foedare  latebras: 

\  Trojaque  nunc  flares,  Priaraique  arx  alta  maneres. 

And  had  not  heaven  the  fall  of  Troy  defign’d. 

Or  had  not  men  been  fated  to  be  blind, 

Enough  was  faid,  and  done,  t’infpire  a  better  mind. 

DrYBEK, 

...  ,  < 

Thefe 
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Thefe  things  did  not  prevent  the  negotiations 
"for  peace  and  alliance  from  proceeding  with  all 
difpatch.  At  the  beginning  of  June,  the  emperor 
fent  count  Schwerin  to  the  king,  with  a  treaty 
figned,  and  an  order  to  count  Czernichef,  who 
was  at  Glatz,  to  march  immediately,  and  join  the 
army  of  the  king;  and,  in  conjunction  with 
him,  to  make  war  on  the  Auftrians.  The 
Swedes,  after  this  reverfe  of  fyftem,  finding 
themfelves  deprived  of  their  greateft  fupport, 
were  obliged  to  make  peace  from  the  dread  of 
the  evil  which  might  happen,  fhould  they  longer 
delay.  The  king  received  a  formal  letter  from 
the  queen,  his  filler,  dictated  by  the  fenate  at 
Stockholm,  to  which  he  replied  according  to 
her  wifhes,  and.  expreffed  the  pleafure  he  felt  at 
feeing  an  end  to  a  war  between  relations  fo  dear ; 
adding  that  his  friendfhip  for  the  queen,  his” 
lifter,  induced  him  to  forget  the  irregular  and 
ftrange  proceedings  of  the  Swedifh  nation,  and 
to  difcard  all  refentment ;  that,  though  he  made 
peace,  it  was  only  out  of  refpe<5t  to  her,  and  ori 
condition  that  all  things  fhould  be  reftored  ex¬ 
actly  to  the  ftate  in  which  they  were,  before  the 
commencement  of  thefe  troubles.  The  Swedes, 
goaded  by  fear,  haftily  terminated  the  negoti¬ 
ation.  The  plenipotentiaries  of  the  two  courts 
aflembled  at  Hamburg,  and  the  preliminaries 
Were  figned  before  the  end  of  June. 
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The  emperor  of  Ruffia  warmly  purfued  his 
project  againft  Denmark ;  however,  that  he 
might  preferve  all  the  formalities  of  juftice, 
in  this  rupture,  and  that  it  might  appear  that 
the  obftinacy  of  the  Danes  had  obliged  him  to 
break  with  them,  he  propofed  to.  affemble  a 
congrefs  at  Berlin,  where  the  minifters  of  the 
two  powers  might  endeavour  to  accommodate 
their  difputes,  under  the  mediation  of  Pruffia. 
The  plenipotentiary  of  the  emperor,  Saldern,  was 
ordered  to  demand  refutation  of  all  Kolftein 
from  Denmark,  as  it  had  anciently  appertained 
to  the  progenitors  of  his  Imperial  majefty. 
Peter  III.  was  periuaded  the  Danes  never  would 
confent  to  conditions  fo  difgraceful ;  and  this 
was  the  pretence  he  wifhed  for  that  he  might  de¬ 
clare  war.  An  army  of  fixty  thoufand  Ruffians, 
which  was  to  be  joined  by  fix  thoufand  Pruffians, 
was  deflined  for  this  expedition,  The  king  of 
Denmark,  who  faw  the  ftorm  ready  to  defcend, 
had  given  the  command  of  his  forces  to  an 
officer  of  reputation,  M.  de  St.  Germain,  who 
had  lately  quitted  the  fervice  of  France,  on  fomc 
caufe  of  difcontent  given  him  by  the  marfhal 
de  Broglio.  St.  Germain  found  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  an  undifciplined  army,  in  want  of  general 
officers  capable  of  commanding,  engineers, 
gunners,  magazines,  in  a  word,  in  want  of  every 

thing. 
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thing.  All  thefe  wants  he  himfelf  fupplied. 
As  the  military  cheft  was  ill  provided,  he  ob¬ 
liged  the  city  of  Hamburg  to  pay  a  ranfom, 
which  fupplied  the  fums  of  which  he  had  need. 
The  Danilh  miniftry  excufed  this  ftrange  pro¬ 
cedure  by  the  law  of  neceffity.  St.  Germain 
afterward  approached  Lubeck,  on  which  he  in¬ 
tended  to  feize,  whenever  war  fhould  be  de¬ 
clared  ;  and,  that  he  might  remove  the  feat  of 
war  from  the  frontiers  of  his  fovereign,  he  ad¬ 
vanced  into  Mecklenbourg,  with  a  part  of  his 
troops,  and  encamped  between  marfhes  and 
ponds,  in  an  advantageous  poft,  where  probably 
he  might,  for  a  time,  have  difputed  the  entrance 
of  the  Ruffians  into  Holftein.  Here  we  fhall 
leave  him,  in  the  midft  of  thefe  preparations  of 
which  it  would  be  fuperfluous  to  make  any  fur¬ 
ther  mention,  becaufe  that  the  war  which  Den¬ 
mark  had  fo  much  caufe  to  dread  never  took 
place.  A  new  revolution  foon  changed  the  af~ 
pect  of  affairs  at  Peterfburg. 

Of  all  the  European  powers,  the  court  of 
Vienna  was  thrown  into  the  greated:  confternation, 
by  the  events  which  had  lately  happened  in  Ruf- 
fa.  The  emprefs  queen  had  never  had  more  ele¬ 
vated  hopes  than  at  the  clofe  of  the  lad;  cam¬ 
paign.  Every  thing  prefaged  the  fubjugation  of 
Pruffia,  the  conqueft  of  Silefia,  and  the  accom- 

plilhment 
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plifhment  of  all  her  proje&s.  So  ftrong  was 
her  perfuafion,  and  her  fecurity  fo  entire,  that, 
imagining  fhe  might  conclude  the  war  with  a 
part  of  her  troops,  fhe  was  guilty  of  ill-timed 
oeconomy,  by  commanding  twenty  thoufand 
men  to  be  difbandecj.  The  emprefs  of  Ruffia 
died :  the  corps  under  Czernichef  foon  after 
quitted  the  army  of  Laudon,  to  retire  into 
Poland.  The  court  of  Vienna  would  then, 
but  too  late,  have  again  affembled  the  twenty 
thoufand  men  that  had  been  difbanded,  but  who 
were  difperfed,  and  whom  there  was  not  time  to 
replace.  To  this  fucceeded  the  news  of  peace 
concluded  between  Ruffia  and  Pruffia;  prefently 
that  of  a  treaty  of  alliance  figned  between  the 
two  crowns;  next  the  junction  of  the  Ruffians, 
under  Czernichef,  with  the  army  of  the  king; 
and,  to  crown  this  reverfe  of  fortune,  an  epide¬ 
mic  malady  made  great  ravages  in  the  army  of 
Laudon.  It  was  a  kind  of  leprofy,  the  progrefs; 
of  which  was  fo  rapid  that  it  thinned  his  camp, 
and  peopled  his  hofpitals. 

On  making  an  abftrad  of  thefe  events,  we 
fhall  find  twenty  thoufand  men  difmiffed  by  the 
Auflrians ;  twenty  thoufand  Ruflians  fubtrafted ; 
and  the  fame  twenty  thoufand  Ruflians  added  to 
the  army  of  the  king.  The  difference  of  the 
refult  will  be  flxty  thoufand  men  in  favour  of 

Pruffia. 
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.Prpffia.  Had  the  king  fuceeffively  gained  three 
grand  battles,  they  would  not  have  procured  him 
fuperior  advantages. 

The  death  of  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  and  the 
new  combinations  of  politics  which  this  pro¬ 
duced  in  Europe,  made  a  very  different  im- 
preffion  upon  the-Porte.  Revolutions  fo  prompt, 
and  hatred  fo  bitter  between  dates,  which 
fuddenly  changed  into  the  clofed  connexions 
.between  their  fovereigns,  appeared  inconceivable 
to  oriental  politics,  and  filled  the  Turks  with 
adonifliment  and  didrud.  It  mud  be  confeffed 
they  had  fome  reafon  for  their  furprife.  After 
having  been  importuned  by  the  prefling  folici- 
tations  of  the  Pruflianambaffador  to  break  with 
Ruflia,  this  ambaffador  fuddenly  changes  his 
language,  tenders  the  good  offices  of  the  king 
his  mader  to  appeafe  certain  difputes,  relative 
to  the  limits  of  the  empires,  with  the  court  of 
Peterfburg,  and  perfided  only  in  inciting  them 
to  break  the  truce  which  they  dill  kept  with 
the  emprefs  queen.  This  gave  occafion  to  the 
Turks  thus  to  reafon.  Pruffia  certainly  is  the 
mod  incondant  and  flckle  nation  on  earth  :  yef- 
terday  they  wifhed  to  embroil  us  with  Ruffia ;  to¬ 
day  they  endeavour  to  effeX  an  accommodation; 
$nd,  though  they  now.  incite  us  to  declare  war 
£gaind  the  queen  of  Hungary,  who  can  fay  that 

in 
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in  fix  months  time  they  Ihall  not  be  in  alliance 
with  her,  as  they  are  at  prefent  with  the  Ruffians? 
Let  us  beware  how  we  enter  too  haftily  into  the 
meafures  they  propofe,  left  oor  compliance  ffiould 
render  us  the  fport  of  their  inconftancy,  and  the 
fcorn  of  the  European  nations. 

Their  reflections  did  not  end  here ;  and  as 
they  had  conceived  fome  umbrage  at  the  al¬ 
liance  which  the  king  had  concluded  with 
Ruffia,  to  difpel  thefe  fufpicions  his  majefty,  by 
his  interpofition,  effected  a  termination  of  the 
differences  which  fubfifted,  between  the  khan 
of  the  Tartars  and  the  Ruffians,  relative  to  the 
fort  of  St  Ann.  He  further  prevailed  on  the 
emperor  Peter  III.  to  declare,  by  his  ambaflador 
at  Conftantinople,  that  he  would  in  no  manner 
interfere  in  any  difputes  which  the  Porte  might 
have  with  the  houfe  of  Auftria ;  and  that,  fliould, 
the  Turks  declare  war  againft  the  emprefs  queen, 
the  latter  fliould  receive  no  fuccour  on  his  part. 
This  formal  declaration  produced  a  great  effefl 
on  the  Turks,  and  on  the  grand  Seignior  himfelf ; 
who,  according  to  all  appearances,  would  have 
a£ted  decifively,  had  not  new  revolutions,  which 
we  Ihall  relate  in  their  proper  order,  renewed 
their  uncertainty,  and  awakened  their  diffidence. 
The  fummary  of  the  .events  we  have  related 
will  prefent  to  our  view  P ruffia  on  the  brink  of 

ruin. 
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ruin,  at  the  end  of  the  laft  campaign ;  paft  reco¬ 
very,  in  the  judgment  of  ail  politicians,  yet  one 
woman  only  dies,  and  the  nation  revives ;  nay  is 
fuftained  by  that  power  which  had  been  the  molt 
eager  to  feek  her  deftrudion.  Thus  Mrs.  Ma- 
fham,  by  her  intrigues  againft  the  dutchefs  of 
Marlborough,  faved  France  in  the  war  of  the  fuc- 
ceffion.  What  dependance  may  be  placed  on 
human  affairs,  if  the  verieft  trifles  can  influence, 
can  change,  the  fate  of  empires?  Such  are  the 
fports  of  fortune,  who,  laughing  at  the  vain 
prudence  of  mortals,  of  fome  excites  the  hopes, 
and  of  others  pulls  down  the  high-raifed  ex¬ 
peditions. 


CHAP.  XVI. 


The  Campaign  of  1762. 


H  E  preceding  campaign,  'as  we  have 


A  (hewn,  had  been  generally  deftrudive  to 
the  Pruffian  arms.  Prince  Henry  had  loft  the 
mountains  of  Saxony;  the  prince  of  Wurtem- 
berg  the  town  of  Colberg ;  and  the  king  that 
of  Schweidnitz.  The  pofition  of  the  Pruflian 
troops  in  Silefia  was  precarious.  A  bad  in¬ 


trench- 
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trenchment,  at  the  fuburb  of  Breflau,  which 
might  contain  twelve  battalions,  conftituted- 
their  principal  defences  They  had  two  polls 
of  information,  to  guard  them  againft  furprife 
from  the  enemy;  the  one  at  Canth,  under  the 
command  of  Dallwich;  the  other  at  Rothen- 
firben,  under  that  of  Prittwitz.  Wied  occupied 
the  environs  of  Grotkau,  whence  he  had  de¬ 
tached  Moring  to  Strehlen.  Mdring  recon¬ 
noitred  toward  Frankenllein,  Prittwitz  toward 
Reich enbach,  and  Dallwich  toward  the  hill  of 
Zobten,  and  of  the  Pitfchenberg.  Glqgau  was 
covered  by  fix  battalions,  under  Zeunejt;  and 
Thadden  occupied  Guben  (February  5th)  and 
with  the  cavalry  of  Schmettau  formed  a  line  as 
far  as  Lubben,  by  which  he  guarded  the  com¬ 
munication  of  Berlin,  whence  the  army  drew 
its  provifions. 

The  Aullrian  line  began  at  Jtegerndorf, 

whence  it  extended  to  Neufladt,  Weidenau, 

Johannelberg,  Wartha,  Silberberg,  Bockendorf, 

the  hill  of  Zobten,  Striegau,  and  Hohenfried-  « 

berg.  The  main  body  of  their  infantry  was 

cantoned  among  the  mountains,  and  the  quar-  . 

ters  of  the  Ruffians  were  in  the  county  of  Glatz., 

*•  «  *  •  ^  ■* 
Some  incurfions  happened  during  winter,  but  ; 

not  of  any  confequence.  Colonel  Altone  (the 

1 6th)  who  palled  the  winter,  at  Reichenbach,.. 

3  '  attempted 
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attempted  to  furprife  the  quarters  of  Prittwitz, 
at  Rothenfirben.  Of  this  the  latter  gained  inti¬ 
mation,  placed  himfelf  in  ambufh  on  the  road 
by  which  the  Auftrian  was  to  pafs,  beat  him, 
and  took  a  hundred  men. 

The  revolution  of  Ruffia,  and  the  favourable 
aifpofitions  of  Peter  III.  occafioned  the  fepara- 
tion  of  Czernichef  and  the  Imperial  army.- 
(March  the  21ft)  This  general  quitted  the 
county  of  Glatz,  paffed  the  Oder,  at  Auras,  , 
and  returned  into  Poland.  The  fame  revolu¬ 
tion  gave  place  to  the  negotiations  for  peace - 
with  Sweden ;  and,  as  the  fortunate  Hue  of  this 
was  forefeen,  the  king  was  enabled  to  recal  all 
the  troops  he  had  employed  againft  that  power. 
Belling,  with  twenty  fquadrons,  and  Billerbeck, 
with  fix  battalions,  were  deftined  to  reinforce 
the  army  of  Saxony.  The  princes  of  Bevern 
and  Wurtemberg,  and  general  Werner,  re¬ 
ceived  orders  to  join  the  army  of  Silefia,  as  foon 
as  circumftances  would  permit  them  to.  quit 
Pomerania. 

The  king  propofed  to  open  the  campaign  by 
a  diverfion  into  Hungary;  according  to  which 
project  Werner  was  to  join  the  Tartars,  toward  ■ 
Buda,  and  fupport  the  incurfions  they  fhould.c- 
make  in  thefe  countries,  and  into  Auftria  itfelf. 
Thus  would  the  operations  of  the  king  in  Silefia  1 

be 
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be  facilitated,  where  he  had  to  recover  Schweid- 
nitz;  and,  the  fiege  over,  he  might  reinforce 
the  army  of  prince  Henry,  that  every  effort 
might  be  made  to  retake  Drefden. 

Thefe  intentions  were  afterward  changed,  be- 
caufe  of  the  treaty  of  alliance  that  was  concluded 
with  Ruffia.  From  the  15th  of  March  it  was 
meant  to  affemble  the  various  corps  that  were 
to  compofe  the  army.  To  this  effed  Schen- 
kendorf  quitted  Saxony  (April)  and  relieved 
Schmettau  and  Thadden  at  Guben.  He  was 
followed  by  the  corps  of  Platen,  which  at  that 
time  was  under  the  command  of  Krockow.  All 
thefe  detachments  arrived  fucceffively  at  Breflau ; 
that  is  to  fay  Schmettau,  Thadden,  and  Zeunert, 
on  the  15th  of  April;  Krockow,  with  twenty- 
five  battalions  and  thirty-five  fquadrons,  on  the 
6th  of  May;  and  Loffow,  who  had  covered 
Upper  Silefia  againft  the  Coffacks,  with  his 
huffars  and  troops  of  Bofnia,  relieved  Dallwich 
at  Canth:  the  prince  of  Wurtemberg  joined 
the  army,  on  the  12th  of  May,  with  five  bat¬ 
talions  and  fix  fquadrons. 

It  will  no  doubt  appear  furprifing  that  the 
Auftrians  fhould,  with  fo  much  phlegm,  fuffer 
the  jundion  of  all  thefe  Pruffian  corps,  without 
the  lead;  let  or  hindrance.  But  their  confter- 
nation  and  difeouragement  was  exceflive;  as 
1  well 
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well  becaufe  of  the  departure  of  the  Ruffians, 
on  whom  they  had  greatly  depended,  as  of  the 
redu&ion  of  the  army,  made  by  the  court  of 
Vienna,  fo  very  mal  a-propos,  during  the  winter. 
The  leprofy  we  have  mentioned  likewife  dif- 
abled  half  their  regiments.  The  officers  gave 
every  thing  over  as  loft.  The  command  of  the 
army  of  Silefla  had  befide  been  conferred  on 
marftial  Daun;  and  Laudon,  finding  himfelf 
on  the  point  of  refigning  his  ftaff,  (hewed  no 
eagernefs  in  labouring  for  his  fucceffor,  nor  in 
rifking  his  fame  for  a  man  whom,  in  his  heart, 
he  detefted.  Thefe  different  reafons  attentively 
considered,  it  will  be  found  lefs  furprifing  that 
the  king  was  buffered  to  reunite  his  forces  with 
fo  little  oppofition  on  the  part  of  the  enemy. 

While  the  army  affembled  in  the  vicinity  of 
Breflau,  the  emperor  of  Ruffia  fent  to  inform 
the  king  that  he  had  given  orders  to  Czernichef 
to  quit  Thorn,  and  to  march  into  Silefia  to  join 
the  Pruffian  forces.  This  happy  incident,  which 
had  fo  great  an  influence  on  the  plan  of  the 
campaign,  occafioned  it  in  part  to  be  changed. 
It  was  determined  that  a  large  body  Should 
affemble  at  Cofel,  either. to  join  the  Tartars  in 
Hungary,  fhould  they  come  thither,  or  to  daf- 
turb  the  frontiers  of  Moravia,  to  which  Daun 

T  might 
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might  be  obliged  to  fend  large  detachments. 
This  was  an  effential  point  to-  obtain  the  pro- 
pofed  encf;  for,  with  eighty  thoufand  men,  the 
marfhal  might  fo  exactly  garnilh  the  hills,  and 
the  poll  of  Eunzendorf,  that  it  would  have  been 
impoffible  either  to  attack  or  turn  him.  Seventy 
thoufand  men  were  actually  under  his  command, 
distributed  to  that  effe£t;  ten  thoufand  were  in 
garrifon  at  Schweidnitz,  and  eight  thoufand 
deltined  to  garni  fh  the  palfes  of  Silberberg  and 
Wartha.  It  was  therefore  requilite  to  deprive 
him  of  fifteen  thoufand  more,  for  the  greater 
certitude,  and  to  be  able  to  turn  all  the  polls  he 
might  affiime  in  the  mountains;  confequently 
to  be  able  to  make  a  fortunate  and  glorious 
campaign. 

The  army  of  the  king  amounted  to  fixty-li'x 
thoufand.  Czernicbef  brought  him  twenty 
thoufand  Ruffians ;  and  thus  he  might  detach 
the  latter  number  into  Upper  Silefia,  and  Hill 
remain  fuperior  to  the  Imperialifls.  Every 
manoeuvre,  which  the  king  fhould  project  for 
this  campaign,  mull  tend  to  turn  the  enemy  in 
his  polls;  and  his  utmoll  attention  mull  be  to 
effect  this  without  his  knowledge.  Such  con¬ 
duct  being  eflentially  neceilary,  the  detachments 
of  cavalry  were  llrengthened  that  they  might  be 
fuperior  to  thofe  of  the  Aultrians ;  and,  by  fre¬ 
quently 
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quently  beating  them,  might  intimidate  and 
prevent  them  from  adventuring  On  reconnoitring 
parties,  or  pafling  beyond  their  grand  guards. 

It  was  on  the  1 2th  of  May  that  marfhal  Daun 
arrived  in  Silefia.  Scarcely  had  he  taken  the 
command  of  the  army  before  he  caufed  it  to 
encamp.  He  fupported  his  right  on  the  hill  of 
Zobten;  his  line  inclined  toward  Domanz; 
and  he  polled  Ellerichhaufen  at  the  Pitfchen- 
berg,  to  which  his  left  extended.  The  king, 
not  thinking  proper  to  encamp  with  his  army 
in  the  prefelice  of  the  enemy,  narrowed  the 
cantonments  of  his  troops,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Lohe,  and  eftablifhed  his  head  quarters  at  Bet- 
tlern.  Twelve  battalions  and  twenty  fquadrons 
occupied  the  intrenchments  of  Breflau.  Reitz - 
enllein  was  detached  with  fifteen  hundred  horfe 
to  Neumarck,  to  cover  the  road  of  Glogau,  and 
to  obferve  the  vicinage  of  Striegau  and  Jauer. 
The  corps  at  Canth,  under  Loffow,  was  fo 
ftrengthened  that,  befide  a  thoufand  of  the  Cour- 
biere  volunteers,  it  amounted  to  five  thoufand 
four  hundred  horfe.  That  under  Lentulus  and 
Prittwitz,  which  encamped  on  the  Ohlau,  not 
far  from  Borau,  amounted  to  four  thoufand  five 
hundred  horfe,  and  a  thoufand  volunteers. 

This  pofition  of  the  Pruffian  army  may  ap¬ 
pear  hazardous  to  thofe  who  (hall  only  examine 

T  2  it 
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it  fuperficially ;  but  fo  it  was  not  iiv  effecft.  For 
thefe  heavy  detachments  of  cavalry,  advan* 
cing  toward  the  enemy,  formed  a  kind  of  cir- 
cumvallation  round  the  Imperial  army;  the 
polls  of  the  Pruffians  were  fo  near  to  this  army 
that  none  of  their  motions  could  efcape  the 
knowledge  of  the  king.  Marfhal  Daun  had 
befide  two  marches  to  make  before  he  could 
arrive  at  the  Lohe;  and  the  king  only  required 
fix  hours  to  afiemble  his  army.  What  indeed 
might  the  project  be  that  the  Auftrians  could 
form?  What  attack  might  they  meditate?  There 
was  no  polition  taken.  The  king  was  at  liberty 
to  form  his  army  on  this  or  on  that  fide  the 
Lohe;  and  he  might  fall  unexpedledly  on  the 
camp  of  the  enemy,  at  the  moment  he  fhould 
be  lead  expected.  To  this  we  may  add,  the 
Auftrians  feared  the  plain.  They  knew  that, 
fhould  they  venture  to  defcend,  the  return  to 
the  hills  might  become  difficult,  fo  that,  in 
elfed,  the  Pruffian  army  was  at  eafe,  and  in 
fiafety. 

(The  20th)  During  thefe  cantonments  it  was 
ihat  Schwerin  returned  from  Peterfburg,  with 
Lhe  treaties  of  peace  and  alliance  concluded 
with  Ruffia.  Peace  was  folemnly  proclaimed, 
and  there  was  no  myftery  made  of  the  alliance 
to  the  Auftrians, „  The  king  however  retarded 
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the  operations  of  the  grand  army,  till  the  arrival 
of  Czernichef ;  but  that  did  not  prevent  him 
filing  his  troops  off  toward  Upper  Silefia. 
Werner  already  was  at  Cofel,  with  above  ten 
thoufand  men.  He  was  informed  of  the  plan 
laid  to  draw  the  Imperial  forces  into  Upper 
Silefia,  and  to  infpire  the  enemy  with  inquie¬ 
tude.  He  approached  Ratibor,  whence  he 
ordered  Hordt  to  advance  to  Tefchen,  with 
twelve  hundred  men.  The  latter  took  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  a  captain  and  fixty  men,  and  dif- 
perfed  his  huffars  as  far  as  the  paffage  of  the 
Jablunka. 

No  fooner  was  Daun  informed  of  this  incur- 
fion  than,  that  he  might  oppofe  the  enterprifes 
of  the  Prufiians,  he  ordered  Beck  to  march, 
who  advanced  as  far  as  Ratibor.  This  was  ex¬ 
actly  correfpondent  to  the  willies  of  the  king. 
Werner  immediately  withdrew  his  troops  be¬ 
yond  the  Oder,  (June  the  6th)  and  returned 
to  Cofel.  About  this  time  the  prince  of  Bevern 
arrived  at  Breflau,  and  brought  with  him  four 
battalions  and  a  thoufand  provincial  huffars. 
The  huffars  of  M bring  and  ten  fquadrons  of 
dragoons  (the  21ft)  were  added  to  his  infantry, 
and  with  thefe  he  departed  for  Cofel,  where  he 
affembled  his  fmall  corps. 

The  detachments  fent  into  Upper  Silefia  did 
T  3  not 
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not  prevent  the  cavalry  of  the  king  from  be* 
ginning  to  gain  an  afcendency  over  that  of  the 
enemy.  Prittwitz  (the  i  ith)  furprifed  an  Au- 
ftrian  detachment,  near  Panthenau,  at  the  Jo- 
hannefberg,  and  took  a  hundred  men.  Reitz- 
enftein  (the  14th)  who  was  at  Neumarck, 
beat  general  Qurcy,  who  attempted  to  furprife 
him,  and  took  three  officers  and  feventy  dra¬ 
goons.  Soon  after  the  thoufand  provincial 
huffars,  brought  by  the  prince  of  Bevern,  that 
were  polled  before  Neifs  at  Heyderfdorf,  were 
attacked  by  Pralkowitz;  who,  being  atPatfch- 
kau,  and  there  receiving  information  of  their 
arrival,  attempted  a  furprife.  The  execution 
did  not  correfpond  with  his  hopes ;  his  detach-? 
ment  was  ill  treated,  and  he  was  himfelf  taken 
prifoner,  with  a  hundred  and  feventy  of  his 
men,  as  well  dragoons  as  huffars.  Thefe  acci¬ 
dents  following  each  other  began  to  render  the 
Imperial  cavalry  circunifpedl,  and  it  foon  be¬ 
came  timid. 

The  van-guard  of  Czernichef  confided  of 
two  thoufand  Coffacks,  and  it  joined  the  army 
of  the  king  fome  days  fooner  than  the  Ruffians. 
The  king  divided  thefe  two  pulks  between  ge¬ 
nerals  Loffow  and  Reitzenftein.  The  latter 
advanced  from  Neumarck  to  the  foot  of  the 
Fitfchenberg,  where  thp  army  of  marfhal  Daun 

was 
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was  in  a  manner  blockaded.  He  durft  not  fend 
his  cavalry  in  advance,  and  his  rear  was  left 
open  becaufe  there  was  no  vvifh  to  difcover  the 
defigns  that  were  forming.  However,  after  the 
arrival  of  the  Coflacks,  fcarcely  a  day  pafled 
that  fome  grand  guard  was  not  carried,  from  the 
enemy,  in  the  face  of  the  whole  camp.  At 
length  he  fent  no  more -men  on  thefcout;  none 
were  fufficiently  brave  to  reconnoitre  before  the 
chain  of  horfe  patroles ;  and  the  cavalry,  remain¬ 
ing  at  the  piquet,  no  more  ventured  to  fhew  it- 
felf  in  the  plain. 

We  (hall,  for  a  moment,  here  leave  the  affairs 
of  Silefia,  to  relate  what  pafled  in  Saxony,  be¬ 
caufe  that  prince  Henry  this  year  was  the  firft 
who  opened  the  campaign.  We  lhall  pafs 
thence  into  Weftphaiia,  and  to  the  Lower 
Rhine,  to  render  an  account  of  the  operations 
of  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick;  after  which 
we  may  without  interruption  purfue  the  narrative 
of  what  happened  in  Silefla. 

The  command  of  the  Imperial  army,  in 
Saxony,  had  this  year  been  conferred  on  Serbel- 
loni.  He  not  only  occupied  the  bottom  of 
Plauen,  the  Windberg,  and  Dippoldifwalda, 
but  he  further  extended  over  all  the  hills,  which 
go  from  Freyberg,  by  Chemnitz,  to  Waldheim. 
Having  carefully  entrenched  all  the  paflages  of 
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the  Mulde  in  his  front,  he  confided  in  thefe  pre¬ 
cautions,  and  perfuaded  himfelf  there  was  no 
pofllbility  of  diflodging  him  from  a  pofition  fo 
ftrong,  and  fo  weil  defended.  Thefe  difficulties 
did  not  impede  prince  Henry,  who  refolved  to 
penetrate  his  line  at  the  centre  ;  as  well  to  gain 
ground  as  to  infpire  him  with  fears  for  Bohemia; 
for  Drefden  might  only  be  recovered  by  draw¬ 
ing  the  main  army  of  the  Auftrians  into  Bohe- 
mia. 

The  prince  fufpended  the  execution  of  his 
plan,  till  the  arrival  of  brigadier  Billerbeck, 
who  was  coming  to  join  him  from  Pomerania. 
That  he  might  the  better  deprive  the  enemy  of 
all  fufpicion  of  his  meditated  defigns,  the  prince 
made  various  motions  with  his  troops,  and  fome 
demonftrations  toward  the  dutchy  of  Altenburg, 
and  on  the  fide  of  Penig,  to  perfuade  the  enemy 
he  projected  fome  enterprife  in  that  part  of 
Saxony,  Billerbeck,  in  the  mean  time,  joined 
the  younger  Sfutterheim  at  Lommatfch,  This 
was  the  fignal  on  which  all  the  troops  put  them- 
felves  in  motion,  to  make  the  pafifage  of  the 
Mulde.  On  the  nth  in  the  evening  they 
affembled,  each  corps  marching  to  the  place 
afligned.  The  force  of  the  whole  body,  deftined 
for  this  expedition,  confifted  in  twenty-one  bat¬ 
talions  a^nd  thirty-.five  fquadrons.  They  were 

divide^ 
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divided  into  four  detachments.  That  of  Seid- 
litz  aflembled  behind  Mockervvitz ;  that  of 
Canitz  behind  the  village  of  Zernitz ;  and  the 
elder  Stutterheim,  who  had  encamped  at  the 
Peterfberg,  advanced  to  Zocherwitz;  while  the 
huffars  and  light  troops  of  Kleift  were  formed 
between  Zwenig  and  Hafilau. 

(May)  Thefe  four  columns,  by  a  covert 
march,  approached  the  banks  of  the  Mulde  by 
night,  and  lay  in  arnbulh  behind  a  ravin,  which 
concealed  their  approach  and  their  purpofes  from 
the  enemy.  His  royal  highnefs  had  felefled 
places  for  erefting  batteries,  the  cannon  had 
been  brought,  and  had  been  malked  by  bulhes, 
and  on  the  firfl  fignal  it  was  ready  to  play  upon 
the  Imperial  redoubts.  The  detachment  of  the 
enemy  which  the  prince  propofed  to  attack  was 
commanded  by  Zettwitz,  an  Auflrian  general, 
who  might  receive  fuccour  from  the  troops  that 
cantoned  atFreyberg,  Chemnitz,  and  Waldheim. 
His  corps  was  four  thoufand  ftrong.  He  had 
garnilhed  the  redoubts  of  the  defiles  and  the 
mountains  with  infantry  and  artillery,  under  the 
prote&ion  of  which  he  had  difperfed  his  Croats 
and  pandours,  in  feveral  detachments,  befide 
the  Mulde.  Thefe  troops  regularly  paffed  the 
night  under  arms.  It  had  been  obferved  that 
tlrey  returned  to  their  tents  every  morning  at 
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day-break,  about  four  o’clock ;  in  confequence 
of  which  the  prince  had  determined  that  the 
attack  fhould  not  commence  before  feven.  The 
Fruffian  chafleurs,  that  were  polled  at  Zefchnitz, 
whether  it  were  the  effed  of  chance  or  impa¬ 
tience,  began  to  fkirmifh  before  the  appointed 
time ;  and,  though  it  then  was  but  fix  in  the 
morning,  his  highnefs  determined  immediately 
to  begin  the  attack.  Four  columns,  in  conle* 
quence,  paffed  the  Mulde,  at  the  lignal  given, 
under  the  protedion  of  forty  pieces  of  artillery, 
Seidlitz,  who  led  the  cavalry  over  the  ford  of 
Technitz,  met  with  Croats  in  his  road,  at  the 
village  of  Mafterau,  who  efcaped  into  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  redoubt.  Kleift:,  who  paffed  the  Mulde 
lower  down,  at  the  fame  time  took  the  enemy 
in  rear ;  while  the  columns  of  infantry  gained 
the  height.  Thefe  intricate  motions  aftoniflhed 
the  Imperialifts,  and  they  abandoned  their  forts, 
Kleift,  mean  time,  with  his  huffars,  fell  on  the 
cuiraffiers  of  de  Ville,  and  put  them  to  flight. 
Having  purfued  them,  this  purfuit  brought  him 
beyond  the  infantry  of  the  enemy,  that  was  on 
the  full  retreat.  He  attacked  in  front,  while 
the  Pruffian  infantry  was  at  the  heels  of  the 
Auftrians;  fo  that,  being  thrown  into  confufion, 
no  part  of  his  corps  efcaped,  except  thofe  who 
had  early  had  the  prudence  to  fly  to  Waldheim. 

4  Zettwitz, 
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Zettwitz,  and  two  thoufand  men  of  his  detach^ 
ment,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  vidor. 

His  royal  highnefs,  on  the  fame  day,  marked 
out  the  camp  for  his  troops,  at  the  village  of 
Keflelfdorf;  and  ordered  Hulfen  and  Forcade 
to  advance,  who  took  the  pofition  of  Schlettau 
and  the  Katzenhasufer.  On  the  13th,  the  army 
of  the  prince  marched  for  Oedern.  On  their 
march  they  perceived,  at  fome  diftance,  Impe- 
rialifts  who  came  from  Waldheim,  that  had  been 
joined  by  the  fugitives  of  the  preceding  day. 
Kleift  charged  their  rear*  guard,  which  was  put 
to  the  rout,  and  afterward  fell  on  the  regiment 
of  Luzani,  and  took  five  hundred  men. 

Maquire,  who  commanded  at  Frey  berg,  hear¬ 
ing  of  what  had  happened  at  Rolfwein,  would 
not  expofe  himfelf  to  a  fimilar  misfortune ;  but 
evacuated  the  Zinnewald,  Noflen,  and  Frey- 
berg,  and  retired  to  Dippoldifwalda.  His  high*? 
nefs  immediately  took  the  camp  of  Freyberg 
(the  14th)  and  fent  his  van-guard  forward  to 
Bobrich ;  while  Seidlitz  cleared  all  the  banks 
of  the  Wilde- Weiftritz.  On  the  16th  the 

prince  took  the  camp  of  Pretfchendorf,  whence 
he  fent  a  detachment  to  Reichsftaedt,  and  efta- 
blifhed  pofts  from  Sabifchdorf  to  Frauenftein, 
to  guard  all  the  palfes  through  which  the  enemy 
might  form  any  attack  upon  his  troops.  Hul¬ 
fen 
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fen  and  Forcade  advanced,  at  the  fame  time, 
with  the  prince,  and  took  poll  between  Harte 
and  Conftapel.  They  garnifhed  the  villages  of 
Braunfdorf,  Harte,  and  Weifdrup  with  light 
troops,  in  order  to  afcertain  the  communication 
of  the  camp  of  Landfberg  with  that  of  Pretfchen- 
dorf. 

While  the  Pruffians  thus  were  purfuing  their 
advantages  againft  the  Imperialifts,  the  army  of 
the  circles,  under  the  command  of  the  prince 
of  Stolberg,  advanced  toward  Tfchopa.  His 
highnefs,  who  might  not  fuffer  an  enemy  lb 
clofe  on  his  rear,  faw  himfelf  obliged  to  fend 
fome  detachments  on  that  fide,  and  oppofed 
Bandemer  to  thefe  troops,  with  a  thoufand  horfe, 
fupported  by  four  battalions.  Bandemer  occu¬ 
pied  the  banks  of  the  Flohe,  and  fent  Roder 
on  difcovery.  This  officer  was  afiaulted  by  the 
whole  cavalry  of  the  army  of  the  empire,  from 
which  he  would  have  efcaped  without  any  con- 
fiderable  lofs,  had  not  Bandemer  very  impru¬ 
dently  thought  proper  to  pafs  the  defile  of  the 
Flohe,  to  come  to  his  aid.  This  troop,  by 
flopping  the  paflage,  increafed  the  embarraffi- 
ment  of  Roder,  who  had  made  difpofitions  to 
retire.  The  Pruffians  had  to  combat  four  times 
gheir  number;  and  numbers,  for  once,  triumphed 

over 
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over  valour.  They  loft  four  cannon,  and  about 
five  hundred  men,  on  their  retreat. 

This  accident  obliged  prince  Henry  to  change 
his  meafures,  and  to  fend  Canitz  from  Pret- 
fchendorf,  with  frelh  troops,  who  polled  him- 
felf  at  Oedern,  where  he  was  not  more  than  two 
miles  from  the  enemy,  encamped  at  Chemnitz. 
The  army  of  his  highnefs  occupied  a  grand  front; 
and,  that  he  might  obviate  the  inconveniences 
refulting  from  the  frequent  detachments  he  was 
obliged  to  make,  he  laboured  to  fortify  all  the 
places  of  which  he  was  in  pofleffion.  Such  as 
were  fufficiently  low  were  overflowed ;  abatis 
were  thrown  up  in  the  forefts ;  and  the  ground 
where  there  was  neither  marlh,  rivulet,  nor 
wood,  but  which  was  capable  of  defence,  was 
entrenched. 

(June  ill)  Serbelloni,  weary  of  the  inactivity 
and  languor  in  which  he  had  hitherto  remained, 
refolved  to  execute  a  projeCt  that  Ihould  crown 
him  with  glory.  He  began  by  cauling  Stam- 
pach  to  join  him  with  a  corps  of  feven  thoufand 
men,  who  till  then  had  held  the  pafs  of  Zittau. 
With  this  reinforcement  he  departed  from  Dip- 
poldifwalda,  to  furprife  the  light  troops  of  prince 
Henry,  encamped  at  Reichsftaedt.  But,  on  his 
approach,  Kleift  and  Eglofftein  fell  back  to¬ 
ward  the  camp  of  Pretfchendorf.  The  battalion 

of 
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of  Hordt,  newly  raifed,  loft  feme  men,  during 
its  retreat.  This  grand  expedition  terminated 
by  a  cannonade,  which  continued  all  the  day ; 
and,  on  the  morrow,  his  highnefs  fent  Kleift 
and  Eglofftein  again  to  occupy  the  fame  poll. 
However,  as  the  detachment  was  neither  ne- 
ceflary  nor  effential  at  Reichsftaedt,  it  was  with¬ 
drawn  fome  days  afterward. 

Belling,  who  had  hitherto  been  detained  in 
Mecklenbourg,  till  the  peace  had  been  fign* 
ed  with  Sweden,  could  not  join  the  army  in 
Saxony  before  the  18th  of  June.  Reinforced 
by  him,  prince  Henry  was  capable  of  attempt¬ 
ing  fomething  againft  the  army  of  the  circles. 
It  was  neceifary,  and  even  indifpenfable,  for 
the  army  of  Saxony  to  difencumber  itfelf  of  an 
enemy  lying  at  its  back,  and  the  neighbourhood 
of  which  might,  in  certain  critical  conjun&ures, 
become  fatal.  Seidlitz  was  charged  with  the 
condud  of  this  enterprife,  and  inclined  toward 
Pcnig.  The  prince  of  Stolberg,  who  had 
twenty-one  battalions  and  thirty-one  fquadrons 
in  his  army,  fell  back  for  Annaburg.  His  re¬ 
treat  from  Chemnitz  gave  Canitz  liberty  to  join 
Seidlitz  at  Zwickau.  The  troops  of  the  circles 
quitted  Saxony,  and  loft  many  men  as  they  re¬ 
treated  to  Bareuth.  In  the  interim,  Kleift  was 
active  on  the  fide  of  Marienberg,  whence  he 

diflodged 


/ 


KIST6RY  OF  THE  SEVEN  YEARS  WAR.  2S7 

diflodged  colonel  Torreck,  whom  he  drove 
into  Bohemia,  and  afterward  rejoined  the  army* 
While  the  prince  of  Stolberg  took  refuge  in 
the  heart  of  the  empire,  Serbelloni  meditated  a 
ftill  more  important  project  than  was  the  pre¬ 
ceding.  He  propofed  to  beat  general  Huifen 
by  gliding  along  the  Elbe  and  turning  his  por¬ 
tion.  (The  27th)  The  better  to  conceal  his  de- 
fign,  he  one  morning  gave  the  alarm  to  all  the 
advanced  polls  of  the  camp  of  Pretfchendorf. 
A  column  of  feven  thoufand  men  prefented  it- 
felf  on  the  right  of  the  village  of  Hennerfdorfj 
^making  a  pretence  to  attempt  the  paffage  of  the 
Steinbruckenmuhle.  Another  column  formed  in 
face  of  Frauenllein.  During  thefe  feints,  Ried, 
who  commanded  a  detachment  of  twelve  batta¬ 
lions  at  Benerich,  having  been  reinforced  the 
night  before  by  lixteen  battalions  and  twenty- 
live  companies  of  grenadiers,  formed,  in  the 
morning,  in  three  corps,  on  tl^e  heights  of  Be- 
nerich.  The  firft  column  was  led  to  the  village. 
«£  Grumbach,  whence  it  dillodged  a  free  bat¬ 
talion,  that  threw  itfelf  into  the  redoubt  of 
Pfarrholz ;  but  the  ardour  of  the  Austrians  was 
tempered  by  the  fire  of  the  batteries  of  the 
Landfberg.  The  fecond  column  of  the  enemy 
advanced  toward  Cubach  ;  and  the  third,  which 
was  that  of  the  right,  diflodged  a  Pruflian  bat¬ 
talion 
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talion  from  the  village  of  Weifdrup.  This  lafl 
column  was  flopped  by  the  fire  of  the  redoubt 
of  Conftapel,  that  was  defended  by  the  battalion 
of  Carlowitz.  After  a  vigorous  refiftance  on  the 
part  of  the  P ruffians,  the  enemy  was  induced  to 
retire;  and  the  fuccour  fent  by  his  highnefs  from 
Pretfchendorf  to  the  Landsberg  did  not  arrive 
till  the  aCtion  was  over.  The  foe  contented 
himfelf  with  fome  feeble  and  ill  fuftained  attacks 
on  this  occafion :  he  inefficacioufly  facrificed 
troops  that  he  might  have  employed  to  better 
purpofe,  had  he  known  how  to  lead  them  on 
with  more  audacity. 

While  fortune  in  Saxony  was  weighing  the 
defliny  of  die  Pruffians  and  Imperialifts,  fhe 
declared  decifively,  in  the  empire,  in  favour  of 
the  allies  and  prince  Ferdinand.  The  French 
this  year  had  confined  themfelves  to  the  main¬ 
taining  of  only  one  army  in  Germany,  with  a 
referve  to  cover  the  Lower  Rhine.  This  referve, 
under  the  command  of  the  prince  de  Conde, 
confided  of  forty-fix  battalions  and  thirty-eight 
fquadrons ;  and  the  army,  at  the  head  of  which 
were  the  prince  de  Soubife,  and  marfhal 
d’Eflrees,  included  a  hundred  and  eleven  batta¬ 
lions,  and  a  hundred  and  twenty- one  fquadrons. 
Thefe  marfhals  propofed  with  their  forces  to 
penetrate  into  the  electorate  of  Hanover,  while 
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prince  Ferdinand  had  conceived  very  different 
proje&s.  It  was  his  intention  to  drive  the  French, 
out  of  HefTe.  After  the  example  of  the  French, 
he  divided  his  army  ,*  and  detached  twenty  bat¬ 
talions  and  twenty-one  fquadrons,  under  the  he¬ 
reditary  prince  (June)  to  oppofe  the  prince  of 
Conde  ;  referving  to  himfelf  fixty-two  battali¬ 
ons  and  fixty-one  fquadrons,  and  five  thoufand 
light  armed  troops,  for  the  execution  of  his 
plan. 

The  prince  of  Conde  opened  the  campaign 
on  the  Lower  Rhine,  which  he  pafled  on  the 
10th  of  June,  afiembled  his  forces  at  Bockum, 
and  made  a  feint  of  inclining  toward  Dortmund. 
All  the  motions  of  the  French  and  allies,  in  this 
part  of  Germany,  were  relative  to  the  paflage  of 
the  Lippe,  which  the  two  parties  reciprocally 
difputed.  During  thefe  preludes,  prince  Fer¬ 
dinand  affembled  his  army  on  the  height  of 
Brackel,  whence  he  inclined  toward  the  Dimel 
(the  1 8th)  and  took  the  caftle  of  Sabbaburg* 
He  at  the  fame  time  occupied  the  woods  of 
Geifmar  and  Liebenau,  that  he  might  be  mafter 
of  the  paffes  of  the  Dimel. 

The  French  army,  that  had  affembled  atCaffel, 
marched,  on  the  22d,  for  Grebenftein;  whence 
the  count  de  Luface  was  detached  toward  Got¬ 
tingen.  Luckner  was  immediately  fent  by 
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prince  Ferdinand  on  the  Leine,  to  obferve  the 
motions  of  the  Saxons.  The  prince  on  this  re- 
folved  to  attack  the  French,  that  he  might,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  campaign,  reduce 
them  to  a£t  on  the  defensive.  To  this  effeft 
Luckner  was  obliged  to  return  from  Sabbaburg, 
•with  a  part  of  his  corps,  he  being  to  attack  the 
enemy.  Lord  Granby  had  orders  to  fall  on  the 
left,  and  prince  Ferdinand  propofed  to  prefent 
himfelf,  with  the  main  army,  in  the  front  of 
the  marfhals.  The  allies  paffed  the  Dimel,  on 
the  24th,  to  form  thefe  different  attacks.  The 
French  underftood  this  manccuv.re  as  a  general 
forage,  and  gave  no  figns  of  difquietude.  The 
corps  of  de  Caftries,  which  protected  the  right 
of  the  prince  de  Soubife,  was  immediately  over¬ 
thrown  ;  and  the  allies  affaulted  the  very  camp. 
Seeing  himfelf  attacked  in  front,  in  flank,  and 
in  rear,  de  Soubife  refolved  on  a  retreat.  M. 
de  Stainville,  with  the  flower  of  the  French 
troops,  threw  himfelf  into  the  wood  of  WiL 
helmfthal,  to  favour  the  retreat,  and  here  a  bat¬ 
tle  was  fought  between  him  and  lord  Granby, 
which  decided  the  fate  of  the  day.  The  whole 
corps  of  de  Stainville  was  furrounded  and  de¬ 
feated.  The  generals  Sporken  and  Luckner 
however  gave  the  prince  de  Soubiie  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  retiring  to  Hochkirch,  by  which  the  at¬ 
tempt 
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tempt  which  prince  Ferdinand  meditated  on 
Caflel  was  rendered  abortive. 

The  fame  night  the  enemy  paTed  the  Fulda, 
and  placed  his  camp  on  the  heights  that  go  from 
Munden  to  Caffel.  The  allies  encamped  op- 
pofite  the  French,  and  by  different  detachments 
feized  on  fome  caftles,  which  were  to  their  ad¬ 
vantage.  De  Soubife,  having  fome  fears  for 
Ziegenhain,  fent  de  Guerchy  and  de  Rocham- 
beau  to  march  between  that  place  and  Melfungen, 
and  to  detach  parties  on  the  rear  of  the  allies. 
Prince  Ferdinand  oppofed  lord  Granby  to 
them ;  by  whom  they  were  beaten  near  the  caftle 
of  Hornburg.  In  proportion  as  the  allies  ex¬ 
tended  their  right,  the  French  extended  their 
left.  The  two  marfhals  however,  perceiving  their 
polition  enfeebled,  recalled  the  count  de  Luface 
from  Gottingen,  to  fill  up  the  intervals  of  their 
encampments,  and  placed  him  with  his  corps 
at  Lutterberg. 

The  prince,  obferving  that  the  Saxons  were 
left  almoft  without  fupport  in  this  poft,  fent 
Gilfe  to  attack  them  there,  who  at  the  head  of 
iixteen  battalions  forded  the  Fulda.  The 
Saxons,  at  the  commencement  of  the  aCtion, 
defended  themfelves ;  but,  when  they  faw  one 
of  their  redoubts  carried,  they  gave  ground,  and 
fled  routed.  Marfhal  d’Eftrees  came  up  to  their 
U  2  fuccour. 
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fuccour,  and  prevented  them  from  being  totally 
defeated.  (July)  Gilfe  prudently  repaired  the 
Fulda,  that  he'  might  not  be  entangled  by  foes, 
the  number  of  whom  momentarily  increafed. 

Thefe  various  attempts  gave  prince  Ferdinand 
to  fuppofe,  that  the  molt  eafy  and  certain  me¬ 
thod  of  vanquifhing  the  French  was  to  oblige 
them  to  extend  {till  further ;  and,  full  of  this 
project,  he  detached  Luckner  on  the  fide  of 
Hirfchfeld.  The  partifan  took  Fulda,  Amone- 
burg,  and  a  number  of  fmall  caftles,  fituated  on 
the  high  road  from  Caflel  to  Frankfort.  This 
expedition,  performed  with  promptitude,  had 
very  vexatious  effects  on  the  French  marfhals, 
who  were  by  this  means  ftraitened  in  their  fub- 
fiftence,  which  they  in  a  great  part  drew  from 
the  Maine.  The  prince  de  Soubife  flattered 
himfelf  he  might  re-eftablilh  his  affairs,  by  fend¬ 
ing  forty  battalions,  on  the  Eder,  to  occupy  the 
poll  of  Schwalm.  But  Luckner,  fupported  by 
lord  Granby,  induced  this  corps  to  repafs  the 
Fulda.  De  Soubife,  on  this,  arrived  himfelf, 
paired  the  Eder,  and  polled  himfelf  at  the 
Heiligenberg.  As  the  French  might  not  be 
attacked  in  this  pofition,  prince  Ferdinand  left 
lord  Granby  at  the  Falkenberg,  and  led  his 
army,to  the  confluence  of  the  Eder  and  the  Fulda. 
In  the  embarralfment  which  the  French  generals 

found 
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found  themfelves,  by  this  manoeuvre,  they  could 
imagine  no  better  refource  than  to  call  in  their 
referve  from  the  Lower  Rhine.  The  prince  of 
Conde,  in  confequence  of  orders  fent  him  by  the 
marfhals,  left  le  Voyer  with  a  detachment  on 
the  Lower  Lippe ;  and  having  ineffectually  at¬ 
tempted  on  his  march  to  take  Hamm,  he  eroded 
W etteravia,  and  marched  by  Gieffen,  on  the 
Ohm.  His  purpofe  was  to  incline  to  the  Upper 
Eder;  there  again  to  attempt  that  plan  in  the 
execution  of  which  de  Soubife  had  failed. 

The  hereditary  prince,  who  thus  far  had  ob- 
ferved  the  prince  of  Conde,  departed  with  equal 
fpeed ;  and  having  left  fomc  troops  to  obferve 
le  Voyer,  he  traverfed  the  principality  of  Wal- 
deck,  and  gained  the  banks  of  the  Ohm,  before 
the  referve  of  the  French  from  the  Lower  Rhine 
could  come  up. 

While  thefe  motions  were  made  by  the  re- 
ferves,  prince  Ferdinand  was  defirous  of  attack¬ 
ing  the  French,  before  they  fhould  be  joined 
by  the  prince  de  Conde.  He  intended  to  alarm 
the  enemy  in  front,  but  to  make  his  grand  efforts 
againft  de  Guerchy,  who  was  encamped  beyond 
the  Fulda,  near  Melfungen.  Prince  Frederic 
of  Brunfwick  was  detached,  with  fix  battalions 
and  twelve  fquadrons,  to  make  the  circuit  of  the 
Werra,  and  to  feize  on  Wanfried  and  Efchwege, 
U  3  from 
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from  which  he  might  fall  on  the  rear  of  the  foe. 
Difpofitions  were  made  for  the  general  attack  on 
the  8th  of  Auguft  ;  but  a  heavy  rain  fell,  fwelled 
the  waters  of  the  Fulda,  and  prevented  the 
troops  from  fording  the  river,  and  from  march-r 
ing  to  their  deftined  polls,  at  the  time  fixed. 
The  enterprife  ended  in  a  cannonade,  which 
continued  three  days. 

The  prince  of  Conde,  in  the  interim,  took 
the  caftle  of  Ulrichllein.  After  having  at¬ 
tempted  the  paflage  of  the  Ohm  various  times, 
and  always  in  vain,  he  endeavoured  to  fend  a  de¬ 
tachment  forward  to  Hirfchfeld,  that  he  might 
aid  the  two  marfhals  who  commanded  the  French 
army.  The  prince  de  Soubife,  in  order  to 
fecond  the  intentions  of  the  prince  de  Conde, 
commanded  de  Stain ville  to  bombard  the  caftle 
of  Friedewalde.  Having  been  fuccefsful  in  this, 
the  communication  between  the  French  army  and 
the  Maine,  which  had  been  interrupted,  was 
again  free.  This  army  was  at  that  time  fo 
polled,  in  Hefle,  that  it  formed  a  grand  femi- 
circle;  one  end  of  which,  palling  by  Marbourg 
and  Gieflen,  ended  at  the  Lahn,  and  the  other,, 
including  Hirfchfeld,  Melfungen,  Caflel,  and 
Munden,  terminated  at  the  Fulda. 

Prince  Ferdinand  moll  ardently  was  deiirous 
of  acting  decifively :  he  wiftked  to  ftrike  a  ftrokc 
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by  which  his  fuperiority  over  the  French*  for 
the  remainder  of  the  campaign,  fhould  be  in- 
difputable.  To  this  effe<5t  he  reinforced  the 
hereditary  prince,  with  fifteen  battalions  and 
twenty  fquadrons.  His  project  was  to  carry  the 
corps  of  de  Levi.  The  hereditary  prince  would 
have  fucceeded  had  Luckner  come  up  in  time, 
(the  24th)  Few  however  of  the  French  efcaped. 

After  this  expedition,  he  drove  the  prince  de 
Conde  from  the  banks  of  the  Ohm,  beyond 
Gieffen,  to  an  old  Roman  intrenchment,  called 
the  Polgraben  ;  but  this  ended  in  a  cannonade. 
Still  the  prince  de  Soubife  could  not  longer 
maintain  himfelf  in  Heffe  without  being  ex- 
pofed  to  great  danger.  He  therefore  evacuated 
Gottingen,  threw  fourteen  battalions  into  Caf- 
fel,  and  retired  through  Hirfchfeld  for  Fulda. 
Prince  Ferdinand  nearly  kept  pace  with  him  ; 
and,  in  the  meantime,  detached  prince  Frederic 
of  Brunfwick,  in  the  rear,  to  blockade  Caffel. 
The  French  fell  back  to  the  Maine ;  becaufe 
their  grand  army  could  no  otherwife  than  by  this 
march  rejoin  the  referve  under  the  prince  de 
Conde.  The  latter,  who  retreated  through 
Butzbach  and  Friedberg  for  Frankfort,  was 
clofely  followed  by  the  hereditary  prince. 

The  army  of  the  allies  having  fixed  its  camp 
At  Schotten  on  the  Nidda,  the  hereditary  prince 
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received  orders  to  occupy  Fritzlar.  He  was  on 
his  march  (jhe  3othJ  for  Affenheim ;  when, 
having  been  informed,  by  Luekner,  that  the 
heights  of  Nauenheim  were  occupied  by  the 
enemy,  he  fpeeded  thither,  attacked,  and  dif- 
lodged  the  French.  It  was  not  long  before  he 
perceived  that,  inftead  of  a  detachment,  he  was 
engaged  with  the  van-guard  of  the  army  of  de 
Soubife.  The  French  advanced  in  feveral 
columns,  and  attacked  in  turn.  The  prince  de¬ 
fended  himfelf  bravely,  but  had  the  misfortune 
to  be  dangeroufly  wounded,  and  his  troops  giv¬ 
ing  way  could  no  more  be  brought  to  rally. 
This  difafter  obliged  prince  Ferdinand  to  change 
his  plan,  and  his  pofition.  He  removed  his 
camp  to  Orlof,  oppofite  Friedberg,  and  there 
remained  till  the  7th  of  September. 

Receiving  intelligence  that  the  French  were 
fecretly  filing  off  toward  Butzbach,  he  judged 
that  in  order  to  execute  his  grand  defign,  which 
was  to  recover  Caffel,  he  muft  at  all  events  pre¬ 
vent  the  enemy  from  entering,  through  Upper 
Heffe  and  the  county  of  Waldeck,  the  Lower 
Heffe.  For  this  purpofe  he  put  his  army  in 
motion,  that  he  might  gain  the  heights  which 
rife  behind  the  Ohm  and  the  Lahn.  The  French 
generals  haraffed  him  on  his  march,  that  they 
might  give  the  prince  de  Conde  time  to  pafs 
*  the 
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the  Lahn  at  Marbourg,  and  to  gain  the  heights 
of  Wettern.  Y et ,  notwithstanding  the  rains  and 
frequent  Ikirmiflies  of  the  rear-guard,  prince 
Ferdinand  firft  attained  Wettern;  and  the 
prince  de  Conde,  perceiving  this  impediment, 
avoided  any  engagement,  and  repaffed  the 
Lahn. 

Here  the  allies  eftablilhed  themfelves ;  and 
extended  their  left,  by  Kircheim,  toward  Hom- 
burg  on  the  Ohm.  The  prince  de  Soubife, 
wifhing  to  relieve  Ziegenhain  and  Caffel,  at¬ 
tempted  to  open  the  road  that  leads  to  Ziegen¬ 
hain.  To  effeCt  this,  he  engaged  in  an  action 
at  the  Bruckenmuhle,  which  became  obftinate, 
and  in  which  he  loft  many  men,  having  been 
feveral  times  vigoroufly  repulfed.  The  two 
armies  continued  in  the  fame  pofition  during 
the  reft  of  the  campaign. 

While  this  inactivity  continued,  prince  Fre¬ 
deric  of  Brunfwick  opened  his  trenches  before 
Caffel.  The  liege  commenced  on  the  15th  of 
October,  and  continued  to  the  7th  of  November, 
when  it  furrendered  by  capitulation.  Such  was 
the  glorious  conclufion  of  the  campaign  of  the 
allies ;  during  which  prince  Ferdinand  had 
occafion  to  difplay  all  his  abilities,  and  to  prove 
that  a  good  general  at  the  head  of  an  army  is 
more  powerful  than  a  holt  of  combatants. 
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We  have  haftened  over  and  abridged  the 
relation  of  the  operations  of  the  allied  army ; 
and  with  the  more  reafon  becaufe  that,  during 
this  year,  the  war  of  Germany  having  been  at 
a  diftance  from  the  . confines  of  Saxony,  and  the 
ftates  of  the  king,  the  motions  of  prince  Fer¬ 
dinand  had  no  connexion  with  thofe  of  the 
Pruffian  arms.  At  prefent  we  (hall  refume  the 
narrative  of  the  campaign  of  Silefia,  and  the 
chain  of  events  will  neceflarily  condudf  us  into 
Saxony,  where  we  (hall  terminate  the  hiftory  of 
the  a£ts  of  this  campaign  by  a  recital  of  thofe 
of  his  royal  highnefs  prince  Henry. 

(June)  The  endeavours  that  had  been  made 
to  intimidate  the  Imperial  cavalry  will  no  doubt 
be  recolle&ed,  and  how  fuccefsful  thofe  endea¬ 
vours  had  been.  It  was  one  of  the  points  firfl 
neceflary  for  the  campaign.  Another  equally 
efiehtial  was  not  neglected.  The  prince  of 
Severn  had  already  advanced  to  Troppau, 
whence  he  ordered  general  Werner  to  advance 
to  Grsetz,  who  there  took  a  hundred  and  fifty 
prifoners.  This  obliged  Beck  to  pafs  the  Mora, 
and  to  retire  to  Freudenthal. 

We  (ball  break  off  at  this  diverfion  that  we 
may  come  to  the  Ruffians ;  who  pafied  the 
Oder  on  the  30th  of  June,  and,  on  the  fame 
day,  arrived  at  Li  (fa.  The  king  had  detached 
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Wied  in  advance,  with  twenty-four  battalions, 
beyond  the  rivulet  of  Schweidnitz,  under  the 
pretence  of  covering  the  march  of  the  Ruffians, 
but  in  reality  that  he  might  have  a  corps  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  rivulet,  which  was  neceffary 
for  the  execution  of  the  project  the  king  had 
formed  againft  his  foes.  Thefe  troops  kept  in 
cantonments  that  were  extremely  clofe,  that  the 
Imperialifts  might  not  take  umbrage. 

The  army  of  the  king  began  its  operations  on 
the  firfl  of  July.  The  grand  army  came  and 
encamped  at  Sagfchutz,  while  Wied  kept  pace 
with  it  by  night,  and  advanced  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  rivulet,  in  clofe  cantonments.  He  had 
nothing  to  fear  from  the  Auftrians,  nor  could  he 
by  them  be  difcovered ;  becaufe  Reitzenftein 
was  in  his  front,  with  four  thoufand  horfe,  and 
blockaded  Ellerichhaufen,  at  the  Pitfchenberg. 
Had  Daun  perfifted  but  little  in  guarding  his 
camp  of  Domanz,  it  mult  have  been  turned  by 
Wied,  who  would  have  paffed  the  rivulet  of 
Striegau  at  Peterwitz,  and  marched  along  the 
Nonnenbufch,  whence  he  would  have  gained 
the  camp  of  Kunzendorf,  and  have  co'rne  upon 
the  back  of  the  marlhal.  This  would  have  ob¬ 
liged  him  to  repafs  Bogendorf,  and  to  fall  back 
among  the  mountains ;  whether  it  ffiould  be  to¬ 
ward  Hohengierfdorf,  or  Leutmannfdorf.  But 
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Daun,  too  prudent  to  wait  for  this  extremity, 
quitted  the  hill  of  Zobten  and  the  Pitfchenberg, 
on  the  very  fame  night,  and  placed  his  camp  on 
the  hills  between  Bogendorf,  Kunzendorf,  and 
the  Zei/kenberg. 

(The  3d)  The  army  of  the  king  clofely  fol- 
lowed,  and  recovered  its  former  pofttion  of 
Bunzelwitz.  The  Light  troops  approached  with¬ 
in  piftol-fliot  of  the  Imperial  grand  guards. 
Reitzenftein  occupied  the  heights  of  Stricgau, 
and  Wied,  whom  he  covered,  cantoned  his 
troops  in  that  town,  and  in  the  neareft  villages. 
The  fituation  Daun  had  affumed  rendered  an 
attack  in  front  impracticable;  yet  he  might  be 
turned  either  on  the  right  or  on  the  left.  As 
too  much  muft  have  been  left  to  chance  Ihould 
It  be  attempted  to  turn  him  between  Silber- 
berg  and  Bogendorf,  becaufe  that  Haddick 
was  at  Wartha,  and  becaufe  the  mountains  on 
this  fide  are  more  rugged  and  difficult;  it  was 
preferred  to  manoeuvre  on  the  left,  and  to  take 
him  in  the  rear  by  Hohenfriedberg,  Reichenau, 
and  the  Engelfberg.  This  projeCt  was  execut¬ 
ed  in  the  following  manner.  Ziethen  garnilhed 
the  camp  of  Bunzelwitz,  with  the  fecond  line; 
and,  to  hold  the  enemy  in  awe,  kept  all  the 
cuiraffiers  of  the  army  there,  that  would  have 
been  ufelefs  in  the  mountains  (the  6th)  while 

the 
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the  king  began  his  march,  in  the  evening,  with 
his  firft  line,  and  joined  Reitzenftein  and  Wied, 
who  formed  his  van-guard.  By  break  of  day, 
the  van-guard  arrived  near  Reichenau,  where 
it  fell  on  the  advanced  polls  of  Brentano ;  thefe 
were  hotly  purfued  to  the  foot  of  the  Engelfberg, 
where  their  general  encamped.  Brentano  had 
polled  his  infantry  on  the  fummit  of  three  rocks 
covered  by  a  llrong  defile.  Wied  full  of  ar¬ 
dour  attacked  him,  perhaps  too  hotly.  The 
rocks  were  found  too  difficult  of  accefs  for  the 
troops  to  climb.  The  Pruffians  made  vain 
attempts,  were  repuifed,  and  loft,  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  taken,  twelve  hundred  men. 
The  main  body  of  the  troops  encamped  at 
Reichenau;  but  Wied  continued  his  march 
through  the  defiles  of  Landfhut.  The  end  of 
this  expedition  was  to  carry  the  grand  magazine 
at  Braunau,  which  Brentano  fufpedting  quitted 
the  Engelfberg,  and  departed  full  fpeed  on  the 
fame  night  for  Friedland. 

Daun,  deprived  of  this  detachment,  which 
covered  his  rear,  feared  the  Pruffians  would 
come  upon  his  back.  He  therefore  forlook  his 
pofition  of  Kunzendorf,  and  retired  to  Ditt- 
mannfdorf,  whence  his  left  extended  to  Beerf- 
dorf.  He  further  placed  a  corps  at  T annhaufen, 
which  covered  his  flank;  and  another  on  his 

right 


%6±  posthumous  Works. 

right  at  Burkerfdorf,  by  the  aid  of  which  he 
maintained  his  communication  with  the  fortrefs 
of  Schvveidnitz. 

Ziethen  immediately  followed  the  foe  (the 
7th)  and  occupied  the  heights  of  Kunzendorf 
and  Furftenftein*  The  corps  that  the  king  had 
led  among  the  mountains  joined  him  and  was 
polled  from  Seitendorf  to  Bogendorf,  in  the  camp 
marfhal  Daun  had  occupied  in  the  year  1760. 
Detachments  were  placed  in  the  defiles  of  Wal- 
denburg  and  Gottfberg,  and  Manteufel  took 
poll,  with  fix  thoufand  men,  on  the  eminence 
of  Hohengierfdorf,  at  the  foot  of  which,  befide 
the  valley  of  Schvveidnitz,  Knobloch  encamped 
with  his  brigade. 

Wied,  who  purfued  his  march,  encountered 
the  corps  of  Brentano  at  Friedland,  and  re¬ 
ceived  it  with  a  warm  cannonade,  after  which 
Reitzenflein  attacked  the  enemy.  The  Finck 
dragoons  had,  on  this  occafion,  the  honour  of 
beating  three  regiments  of  Imperial  cuirafiiers, 
from  whom  they  took  a  hundred  and  eighty 
prifoners.  Brentano  efcaped  into  Bohemia,  and 
polled  himfelf  between  Ditterfbach  and  Haupt- 
mannfdorf,  in  a  camD  that  the  enemy  had  pre- 
vioufty  fortified,  to  fecure  a  depofit  for  provi- 
fions.  Wied  on  the  morrow  was  reinforced  by 
four  battalions  and  three  regiments  pf  cavalry; 

but. 
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but,  had  the  whole  army  marched  againft  Brau- 
nau,  it  could  have  undertaken  nothing,  becaufe 
the  defiles  of  the  rocks  are  impregnable,  if  they 
are  defended  with  only  a  few  men ;  and  becaufe 
they  cannot  be  turned.  Marfhal  Daun  had 
lent  Haddick  thither,  from  Wartha,  with  ten 
thoufand  men. 

The  hills,  thus  occupied  by  the  enemy,  be¬ 
ing  fecure  from  attack,  Wied  dire&ed  his  march 
for  Trautenau,  whence  he  let  loofe  his  Coflacks 
on  Bohemia,  and  fupported  them  with  fome 
dragoons.  Terror  was  prefently  fpread  through 
the  kingdom.  On  the  fecond  day  after  they 
had  entered  it,  one  of  their  parties  appeared  at 
the  gates  of  Prague.  The  panic  their  prefence 
infpired  was  fo  great  that  Serbelloni  was  on 
the  point  of  quitting  Saxony,  with  his  army, 
perfonally  to  oppofe  the  diforders  the  Coflacks 
committed.  True  it  is  their  procedure  was 
cruel;  they  facked,  pillaged,  and  burned  every 
place  they  found  on  their  route. 

This  irruption  would  not  have  been  unfruit¬ 
ful,  might  it  have  been  prolonged;  but  thefe 
troops,  incapable  of  difcipline,  were  wholly  em¬ 
ployed  in  collecting  and  fecuring  booty;  whence 
it  happened  that,  retiring  in  parties,  without 
the  order  of  their  commander,  they  efcaped 
with  what  they  had  captured,  to  fell  it  in  Po- 
*  land: 
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land :  fb  that  in  a  week  Bohemia  faw  itfelf  de* 
livered,  without  drawing  a  fword.  They  might 
have  been  employed  in  a  fecond  incurfion,  had 
not  the  face  of  affairs  fuddenly  changed.  Wied* 
who  covered  their  retreat,  fecured  at  the  fame 
time  his  communication  with  the  grand  army. 
His  detachments,  diftributed  in  gradation, 
guarded  the  defiles  of  the  mountains.  Gablenz 
occupied,  in  his  rear,  the  pafs  of  Schazlar; 
the  prince  of  Bernburg,  ftill  nearer  the  army, 
that  of  Liebau;  whence  he  communicated  at 
Conradfwalde  with  Salenmon,  who  there  held 
an  intermediate  poft.  Thefe  various  detach¬ 
ments  had  the  lefs  to  fear,  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  becaufe  the  attention  of  the  latter  was 
wholly  abforbed  by  their  apprehenfions  for  the 
magazine  of  Braunau;  which,  for  the  greater 
fafety,  they  tranfported  to  Scharfeneck,  in  the 
county  of  Glatz. 

We  have  feen  that  the  diverfion  of  the  Cof- 
facks  into  Bohemia  was  productive  of  nothing 
real.  Any  attempts  on  the  magazine  of  Brau¬ 
nau,  now  removed  by  the  I  imperial ifts,  were  no 
longer  to  be  made,  fo  that  the  whole  left  of  the 
enemy  ceafed  to  prefent  a  field  fruitful  in  expe¬ 
ditions.  As  the  principal  objed  of  the  cam¬ 
paign  was  to  recover  Schweidnitz,  the  king 
propofed  to  ad  on  the  right  of  the  Auflrians, 
3  and 
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and  to  diffodge  their  detachments  from  Burkerf- 
dorf  and  Leutmannfdorf,  that  he  might  totally 
cut  off  their  communication  with  Schweidnitz. 

This  delign/  which  had  every  degree  of  pro¬ 
bability  fufficient  to  make  it  imagined  infallible, 
the  next  day  became  in^ertain,  and  almoft  chi¬ 
merical,  by  one  of  thofe  fudden  and  unexpected 
events  which  overthrow  the  meafures  of  man. 
A  revolution  had  been  effected,  and  the  face  of 
Ruffia  was  changed.  Czernichef  firft  brought 
the  news  to  the  king.  He  came  to  inform  him 
Peter  III.  had  been  dethroned  by  the  emprefs 
his  wife,  and  that  he  had  received  orders  from 
the  fenate  for  him  and  his  corps  to  take  the  oath 
of  fidelity  to  the  new  fovereign,  and  inceffantly 
to  quit  the  Pruffian  army,  and  retire  into  Po¬ 
land.  In  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  king, 
amid  the  operations  of  a  campaign  the  plans  of 
which  were  conceived  according  to  the  aid  the 
Ruffians  might  afford,  this  intelligence  was  a 
thunder-bolt.  Severe  as  it  was>  ftill  he  muff 
a<ff;  the  evil  was  without  remedy;  he  muff  re¬ 
cur  to  his  proper  refources,  fmce  foreign  aid 
failed.  The  information  brought  from  Pruffia, 
or  Pomerania,  farther  affirmed  that  the  Ruffian 
troops  were  preparing  to  recommence  hoftili- 
ties.  An  ukafe  (or  edift)  appeared,  in  which 

X  the 

JJifi.  Sev.  Tears  War,  Vol.  II. 


3©6  POSTHUMOUS  WORKS. 

the  king  was  treated  as  the  hereditary  and  irrc« 
concileable  foe  of  Ruflia.  The  commiffaries  of 
the  emprefs  again  feized  on  the  revenues  of 
Prufiia  royal.  In  fine,  according  to  all  appear¬ 
ance,  his  majefty  was  on  the  eve  of  a  new  rup¬ 
ture.  But  appearances  are  often  deceitful. 

The  proceedings  of  the  emprefs  went  on  falfe 
fuppofitions.  She  apprehended  that  the  king, 
hearing  of  the  imprifonment  of  Peter  III.  would 
oblige  the  corps  of  Czernichef  to  declare  for  the 
emperor,  and  fhould  he  refufe  that  he  would 
difarm  the  troops.  Not  to  be  without  reprifal, 
flie  feized  on  Pruflia  as  a  guarantee  for  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  king,  and  gave  orders  to  her  gene¬ 
rals  to  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs  again  to 
commence  war,  the  moment  fhe  fhould  fo  think 
proper.  But  the  ideas  flie  had  conceived  were 
erroneous :  the  king  did  not  oppofe  the  depar¬ 
ture  of  Czernichef;  the  only  complaifance  he 
exacted  was  that  he  fhould  defer  his  march  for 
three  days,  to  which  the  general  with  a  good 
grace  yielded. 

Thefe  three  days  were  moffc  precious:  by 
thefe  it  was  neceffary  to  profit,  and  to  ftrike 
fome  decifive  blow.  The  Auflrians  were  awed 
by  the  prefence  of  the  Ruffians ;  and  were  ig¬ 
norant  of  the  revolution  that  had  happened. 
Schweidnitz  muff  be  recovered,  or  it  muff  be 

determined 
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determined  to  cede  all  quarters  except  thofe 
befide  the  Oder,  as  during  the  pafl  year.  Should 
this  campaign  glide  unprofitably  away,  every 
effort  lately  taken  for  the  recovery  of  the  half  of 
Silefia  would  be  loft,  and  all  appearances  of 
peace  would  totally  vanifh.  Such  reafons  de¬ 
termined  the  king  to  commit  fomething  to 
chance.  He  adted  with  more  daring  temerity 
than  he  would  have  done  under  more  favoura¬ 
ble  circumftances. 

The  enterprife  which  the  Pruffians  might  at¬ 
tempt  related  to  the  attack  of  two  difficult  and 
formidable  pofts.  That  of  Burkerfdorf  defended 
the  defile  which  leads  through  the  mountains  from 
Konigfberg,  and  ends  on  the  plain  at  Oehmf- 
dorf.  On  each  fide  of  this  defile,  fteep  and 
rugged  hills  arife,  which  were  fortified  by  cafe- 
mated  redoubts,  and  paiifadoes,  and  furrounded 
by  abatis.  Three  of  thofe  nearefl  Hohengierf- 
dorf  communicated  by  an  intrenchment.  Ano¬ 
ther  intrenchment  then  began,  which  clofedthe 
bottom  of  the  flrait;  and,  proceeding  upward, 
ended  on  the  fummit  of  a  mountain,  fituated 
toward  Leutmannfdorf.  0‘Keliy  defended  thefe 
works  with  four  thoufand  men.  The  pofl  of 
Leutmannfdorf,  though  lefs  fortified  by  art, 
prefented  a  front  difficult  of  accefs,  full  of  and 
interfe&ed  by  ravins  and  hollow  ways,  and 

X  z  fup- 


JOS  POSTHUMOUS  WORK. S'. 

ftipplying  every  obftacle  which  rude  nature  carf 
produce  for  the  defence  of  ground.  This  poll 
was  in  like  manner  guarded  by  four  thoufand 
Auftrians. 

(The  1 8th.)  That  the  army  might  be  in  a 
condition  to  attack  thefe  polls,  it  was  firft  necef- 
fary  the  troops  fhould  all  change  their  pofition. 
Gablenz  took  the  camp  of  Trautlieberfdorf,  in 
order  to  malk  the  departure  of  Wied  for  Bo¬ 
hemia.  Knobloch  quitted  the  camp  of  Seiten- 
dorf,  and  followed  the  route  of  Wied.  They 
both  defcended  the  hills  into  the  plain  at  Frey- 
burg,  and  made  the  tour  of  Schweidnitz,  which 
was  blockaded  by  the  cavalry  of  the  king.  Wied 
marched  by  night  to  Faulbruck,  where  he  can¬ 
toned  his  troops.  He  was  covered  by  Rohl, 
whom  the  king,  during  the  whole  campaign,, 
had  placed,  with  a  thoufand  horfe,  in  that  part,, 
to  obferve  the  enemy;  fo  that  the  Auftrians  had 
no  knowledge  of  the  approach  of  the  Pruffians. 
Knobloch,  who  palled  by  night  through  Bun- 
zelwitz  and  Creyffau,  marched  on  the  morrow 
morning  on  the  left  of  Polnifch  Weiftritz;  while 
Mollendorf,  who  came  with  his  brigade,  and 
ten  battalions  from  the  foot  of  the  hills  of  Ho- 
hengierfdorf,  inclined  on  the  right  of  the  vil¬ 
lage.  By  the  junction  of  thefe  two  generals, 
the  king  cut  off  the  corps  of  Burkerfdorf,  and 
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confequently  the  Auftrian  army,  from  its  com¬ 
munication  with  Schweidnitz.  The  corps  of 
Wied  was  deftined  to  the  attack  of  Leutmannf- 
dorf;  thofe  of  Knobloch  and  Mollendorf  to  that 
of  Burkerfdorf. 

Thiat  no  precaution  might  be  omitted  which 
this  plan  required,  we  fhall  remark  that  Man- 
teufel  had  been  previoufly  ported  on  the  emi¬ 
nence  of  Hohengierfdorf,  where  the  heavy  bat¬ 
teries  that  had  been  there  eredted  were  em¬ 
ployed  to  take  the  intrenchments,  occupied  by 
O'Kelly,  that  were  neareft  this  port  in  the  rear. 
The  prince  of  Wurtemberg,  for  ftill  further  fe- 
curity,  was  detached  with  twenty  fquadrons,  that 
during  the  adtion  he  might  obferve  the  ports 
of  the  Auftrians  of  Silberberg  and  Wartha,  and 
that  the  enemy  might  not,  from  thefe,  come  on 
the  back  of  Wied,  while  he  fliould  attack  the 
enemy  at  Leutmannfdorf. 

Precautions  concerning  marlhal  Daun  were 
alfo  neceflary.  He  muft  be  employed  during 
the  attack  and  impeded  from  fending  fuccour 
to  the  ports  that  were  to  be  carried.  With 
this  view  Gablenz  was  ordered  to  make  fome 
demonftrations  toward  Braunau,  that  he  might 
attradf  the  attention  of  the  Imperialifts,  and 
Ramin  had  orders  to  Ikirmifh  with  the 
enemy’s  ports  toward  Tannhaufen.  The  grand 
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army  was  to  ftrike  its  tents,  and  to  put  itfelf  in 
order  of  battle,  and  Manteufel  had  it  in  charge  to 
liarafs  the  pandours  that  were  between  his  camp 
and  the  right  of  the  Auftrians.  Thefe  various  ob- 
jeds,  by  which  Daun  fliould  be  occupied,  would 
prevent  him  from  penetrating  the  intents  of  the 
Pruflians,  and  would  facilitate  their  execution. 

With  refped  to  the  attacks  themfelves,  it 
was  neceflary  the  aflault  made  by  Wied  fliould 
precede  that  of  Mollendorf ;  becaufe  that  this 
general,  in  turning  his  pofition  of  Burkerfdorf, 
muft  neceffarily  prefent  his  flank  to  the  Auftri¬ 
ans,  pofted  at  Leutmannfdorf;  and  fliould  Wied 
have  the  misfortune  to  be  repulfed,  the  corps  of 
Mollendorf  would  then  be  expofed  to  total 
deftrudion. 

On  the  night  of  the  20th,  Mollendorf  feized 
on  the  caftle  of  Oehmfdorf,  where  he  took  fifty 
prifoners.  There  was  need  of  this  caftle,  the 
nearer  to  approach  the  foot  of  the  mountains ; 
where,  on  that  very  night,  trenches  were  opened. 
Batteries  were  here  conftruded  for  forty  howitzers 
and  twelve  twelve-pounders.  The  howitzers 
were  to  be  employed  to  bombard  the  redoubts, 
and  the  artillery  to  fweep  the  defile,  through 
which  OKelly  might  receive  fuccour  from  the 
Imperial  army.  This  general  imagined  himfelf 
in  an  impregnable  poft,  and  was  in  the  utmoft 
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fecurity.  He  attributed  the  motions  of  the 
Pruffians  entirely  to  their  intention  of  befieging 
Schweidnitz,  and  imagined  every  ftep  they 
was  a  preparatory  approach  to  that  fiege. 

On  the  2 id,  at  break  of  day,  Wied  lodged 
himfelf  on  a  fmall  hill,  oppolite  and  near  to  the 
poft  of  Leutmannfdorf.  Here  he  erected  a  bat* 
tery  of  thirty  pieces  of  heavy  artillery,  fuftained 
by  a  line  of  fourteen  battalions.  Under  the 
protection  of  this  fire,  Lottum  with  his  brigade 
glided  through  a  hollow  way  on  the  right,  which 
led  to  the  back  of  the  enemy.  This  was  feconded 
by  a  fimilar  manoeuvre  on  the  left.  The  march 
of  the  prince  of  Bernburg  was  covered  by  ravins 
and  bufhes,  and  was  directed  to  the  right  flank 
of  the  Imperialifts.  The  enemy,  taken  in  flank 
and  rear  by  the  Prufhans,  made  but  a  feeble 
refinance.  Wied  at  the  fame  time  advanced  on 
their  front,  and  the  intrenchment  was  carried  at 
the  firft  effort.  The  victors  from  thence  drove 
the  vanquifhed  immediately  as  far  as  Henrichau, 
Heidelberg,  and  Haufdorf.  Brentano,  whom 
Daun,  in  defpite  of  all  the  appearances  that  had 
been  given  him,  ftill  had  fent  to  fuccour  this 
poft ;  Brentano,  I  repeat,  arrived  too  late,  and 
was  carried  away  among  the  fugitive  Auftrians, 
who  had  juft  then  been  beaten  at  Leutmannf¬ 
dorf. 
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No  fooner  was  Wied  matter  of  the  heights 
than  the  Pruflian  batteries  of  Oehmfdorf  began 
to  play  upon  the  enemy.  Fifteen  hundred  dra¬ 
goons  whom  0‘Kelly  had  laced  before  his  in¬ 
fantry,  in  a  bottom,  who  expe&ed  nothing  lefs 
than  an  attack,  and  who  had  difmounted,  find¬ 
ing  themfelves  fuddenly  played  upon  from  bat¬ 
teries  which  they  had  not  perceived,  over¬ 
whelmed  their  own  infantry,  threw  it  into  dis¬ 
order,  and  hurried  it  with  them,  pell-mell, 
quite  to  the  Imperial  army. 

By  the  flight  of  thefe  troops,  the  redoubts  of 
this  poll  remained  but  feebly  garnifhed.  Mol- 
lendorf  immediately  on  his  left  threw  himfelf 
into  the  wood  which  communicates  with  the 
woods  of  Leutmannfdorf ;  and,  turning  0‘Kelly 
from  the  hills,  diflodged  the  enemy,  after  fome 
refiftance.  The  Pruflian  infantry  fet  fire  to  the 
palifadoes  of  a  redoubt  which  the  Auftrians  con¬ 
tinued  to  hold,  and  which  they  were  thus  con- 
ftrained  at  length  to  abandon.  OcKelly,  not- 
withftanding  this  attack,  maintained  himfelf  on 
the  eminence  which  is  on  the  right  of  the  road 
from  Polnifch  Weiftritz  to  Konigfberg.  To 
oblige  him  to  quit  this  remaining  part  of  his 
pofltion,  Mollendorf  erefted  a  battery  on  the 
hill  that  he  had  carried,  and  the  forty  howitzers 
were  brought  up  near  the  foot  of  the  mountain, 

whence 
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whence  the  enemy  was  not  yet  diflodged.  Man- 
teufel,  at  the  fame  time,  came  on  the  back  of 
the  intrenchments  that  were  near  his  poft  of 
Hohengierfdorf.  Thefe  cannonades,  in  front, 
in  flank,  and  in  rear,  forced  the  enemy  at 
length  to  retire. 

ThePruffians  by  their  various  attacks  tooktwo 
thoufand  prifoners.  The  garrifon  ot  Schweid- 
nitz  indeed  made  a  Tally  during  the  adlion;  but 
the  cavalry  by  which  it  was  oppofed,  and  fome 
vollies  of  artillery,  induced  it  to  re-enter  the 
place  in  tolerable  hafte. 

In  confequence  of  the  manoeuvre  that  had 
been  executed  by  Wied,  who  now  was  near 
Heidelberg,  the  Imperial  army  was  in  fome 
manner  cut  off  from  the  county  of  Glatz.  Mar- 
fhal  Daun,  convinced  of  the  neceflity  of  chang¬ 
ing  his  pofition,  decamped  the  fame  night.  He 
fupported  his  right  on  the  Eule,  the  higheft 
mountain  of  the  vicinity,  whence  his  front  ex¬ 
tended  by  Wuften-Walterfdorf,  and  Tannhau- 
fen,  to  Jauernick,  The  referve  of  that  army, 
under  the  command  of  Laudon,  covered  the 
left,  and  took  its  pofition  between  Wuften- 
Gierfdorf  and  Braunau. 

Wied  aflumed  a  camp  oppofite  the  right  of 
the  Imperialifts,  and  occupied  that  chain  of  hills 
that  extends  from  Tafchendorf  to  Heidelberg. 

Manteufel 
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Manteufel  with  his  corps  was  made  to  advance 
to  Beerfdorf,  where  he  joined  Wied  by  his  left, 
and  Ramin  by  his  right.  The  latter  continued 
with  his  brigade  to  remain  motionlefs  on  the 
mountain  of  Seitendorf.  Exclufive  of  thefe 
various  camps,  the  army  ftill  held  its  poll  at 
Gottfberg,  and  at  Waldenburg;  and  Salenmon, 
who  had  a  poll  of  information,  occupied  the  de¬ 
files  of  Landfhut,  to  obferve  the  motions  the 
enemy  might  make  in  that  quarter. 

Thefe  various  corps,  though  encamped  on 
fieep  heights,  had  orders  to  intrench  themfelves. 
The  earth  was  thrown  up,  the  works  were  pali- 
fadoed,  and  abatis  were  made,  in  convenient 
places ;  in  fine,  they  were  fo  well  fecured  that 
not  one  of  the  detachments  that  occupied  the 
mountains  had  either  to  fear  attack  or  furprife, 
on  the  part  of  the  foe.  Such  precautions, 
though  under  other  circumftances  they  would 
have  been  fuperfluous,  were  now  requifite ; 
becaufe  the  king  was  obliged  to  weaken  himfelf 
by  twenty-four  battalions  that  were  to  undertake 
the  fiege  of  Schweidnitz,  and  becaufe  he  faw 
that  he  foon  muft  be  under  the  neceffity  of 
making  frequent  detachments,  which  he  could 
not  have  done  without  rifk  to  the  army,  had 
n  t  his  pofition  been  firft  rendered  impregnable. 
What  was  fingular,  during  this  operation,  was 

that 
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that  the  very  day  marlhal  Daun  quitted  his 
camp  of  Dittmanfdorf,  to  take  poft  on  the  Eule 
and  at  Wullen-Walterfdorf,  the  Ruffians  quitted 
the  Pruffians,  and  departed  for  Poland,  without 
the  Imperialifts  receiving  the  lead  intimation  of 
their  march. 

The  twenty-four  battalions  and  thirty,  fqua- 
drons,  that  were  deftined  for  the  liege  of  Schweid- 
nitz,  affembled  at  the  foot  of  the  heights  of  Kun- 
zendorf.  The  greateft  part  of  the  cavalry,  which 
neither  could  be  employed  among  the  mountains 
nor  at  the  liege,  was  Cent  to  the  prince  of  W ur- 
temberg,  who  Hill  was  at  Kletfchberg,  and  feri- 
ous  preparations  were  made  to  attack  a  place 
defended  by  a  garrifon  of  eleven  thoufand  men, 
and  one  of  the  firfb  engineers  in  Europe. 

No  more  hopes  were  to  be  entertained  of  a 
diverlion  on  the  part  of  the  Tartar.  The  khan 
of  the  Crimea,  indeed,  marched  with  live  or  fix 
thoufand  men  to  the  frontiers  of  Poland ;  but 
the  fudden  changes  that  had  happened  in  Ruffia 
had  fo  bewildered  both  Turks  and  Tartars  that 
they  knew  not  how  to  decide,  or  what  part  they 
ought  to  take.  Thefe  reafons  further  deter¬ 
mined  the  king  to  recal  the  prince  of  Bevern 
from  Moravia,  where  he  ftill  was,  that  he  might, 
in  fome  manner,  fecure  the  capture  of  Schweid- 
nitz.  It  was  neceffary  that  every  thing  fhould 


concur 
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.concur  to  promote  this  plan.  The  king  hg.d  not 
a  man  too  much  for  the  enterprife ,  and,  as 
fbon  as  this  fhould  be  accomplifhed,  it  would 
then  be  in  his  power  to  employ  his  troops  elfe- 
where. 

To  be  convinced  of  the  neceffity  of  the  re¬ 
union  of  the  army,  we  need  but  enumerate  the 
different  corps  againft  which  the  Pruffians  had  to 
make  head.  That  is  to  fay,  the  army  of  marfhal 
Daun,  the  corps  of  Laudon,  of  Haddick,  of  Bren- 
tano,  of  Beck,  and  of  Ellerichhaufen ;  befide 
the  detachments  of  Silberberg  and  Wartha  ;  the 
whole  amounting  to  feventy  thoufand  men.  Al¬ 
though  the  army  of  the  king  was  nearly  equal 
in  ftrength,  ftill  we  muft  dedud:  the  troops 
drafted  off  for  the  fiege  of  Schweidnitz  ;  and  we 
muft  efpecially  refled:  on  the  extent  of  ground, 
infinitely  more  great  than  that  of  the  enemy, 
which  the  Pruffians  occupied.  The  king  might 
alfo  well  exped:  efforts  would  be  made  by  the 
Imperialifts  for  the  relief  of  Schweidnitz,  and 
thefe  it  was  neceffary  he  fhould  be  able  to  op- 
pofe  with  promptitude.  Thus,  notwithftanding 
Warner  had  obtained  various  advantages  over 
Beck  in  Moravia,  he  was  commanded  to  retire, 
and  join  the  prince  of  Wurtemberg,  on  the  ift 
of  Auguft,  in  the  camp  of  Peterfwalde.  The 
prince  of  Bevern,  who  followed,  arrived  at 

Neifs, 


HISTORY  OF  THE  SEVEN  YEARS  WAR.  3  1  7 

Neifs,  at  the  fame  time,  where  he  covered  the 
convoy  of  ammunition,  that  was  collected  for 
the  fiege  of  Schweidnitz. 

Tauenzien,  to  whom  the  direction  of  this 
fiege  was  confided,  then  departed  with  a  fimilar 
convoy  from  Rrefiau,  to  march  to  the  environs 
of  Schweidnitz.  He  inverted  the  town,,  on  the 
4th  of  Auguft ;  and  the  trenches  were  opened 
the  7th.  They  began  at  the  brick-kiln,  and  in¬ 
clined  toward  Wurben,  to  include  the  polygon 
of  Jauernick,  toward  which  the  attack  wTas  di¬ 
rected.  The  governor  made  a  fally  on  the  fame 
day,  but  which  did  not  anfwer  his  expectation, 
Reitzenftein  with  his  dragoons  fell  on  the  Au- 
ftrian  infantry,  and  repulfed  it  to  the  town  bar¬ 
riers. 

From  this  time  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  king 
that,  fhould  Daun  attempt  to  fuccour  the  fortrefs, 
he  would  no  doubt  march  by  Silberberg,  Wartha, 
and  Langen-Bielau.  This  was  the  molt  con¬ 
venient  road  ;  for,  fhould  he  take  the  route  of 
Landthut,  he  would  have  every  kind  of  incon¬ 
venience  to  encounter.  He  had  withdrawn  his 
magazine  from  Braunau,  which  would  render  the 
tranfport  of  provifions  difficult,  in  that  part ; 
that  road  is  befide  the  longeft,  and  on  which 
his  attempts  might  be  moft  eafily  prevented : 
add  to  which,  by  marching  part  Silberberg,  he 

would 
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would  at  the  fame  time  cover  Glatz,  might  em¬ 
ploy  the  detachments  that  occupied  the  defiles, 
and  would  be,  at  all  times,  certain  of  a  retreat, 
becaufe  he  would  have  two  well- fortified  pofts 
in  his  rear. 

Convinced  by  this  reafoning,  the  king  re¬ 
moved  his  head  quarters  to  Peterfwalde,  where 
he  was  joined  by  the  brigade  of  Mollendorf, 
The  camp  which  the  king  aflumed  touched,  as 
we  may  fay,  the  left  of  Wied.  The  brigade  of 
Nimfchewlky  was  placed  on  a  hill  of  the  defiles 
of  Steinfeifferfdorf,  by  which  it  covered  the 
brigade  of  Knobloch,  which  formed  the  extre¬ 
mity  of  the  camp  of  Tafchendorf.  The  infantry 
of  the  king  extended  behind  the  ravin  of  Peterf¬ 
walde,  and  his  cavalry  occupied  the  ground 
which,  in  the  front  of  Peilkerfdorf,  goes  toward 
Faulbruck.  The  prince  of  Bevern  arrived,  on 
the  morrow,  from  Neifs,  by  a  forced  march,  and 
a  camp  was  affigned  him  beyond  Reichenbach,  on 
the  heights  of  Mittelpeile,  toward  Gnadenfrey. 
The  pofition  of  this  fmall  army  made  a  kind  of 
angle ;  one  line  of  which,  defcending  from 
Steinfeifferfdorf,  was  prolonged  in  the  direction 
of  Reichenbach ;  where  the  other,  turning  by 
the  hills  of  Peila,  ended  at  a  confiderable  ef- 
carpment.  The  town  of  Reichenbach,  fituated 
3  between 
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between  thefe  two  camps,  was  the  precife  angu¬ 
lar  point. 

The  above  pofition  had  every  advantage  that 
could  be  wifhed:  it  covered  Wied  by  the  camp 
at  Peterfwalde,  who  without  that  precaution  might 
have  been  turned  by  the  enemy ;  and  the  corps 
of  the  prince  of  Bevern  prevented  the  Auftrians, 
on  leaving  the  mountains,  from  inclining  to  the 
hill  of  Zobten,  whence  they  might  fupport 
Schweidnitz,  and  confequently  caufe  the  fiege  to 
be  raifed.  Thus  the  enemy,  on  that  fide,  was  re¬ 
duced  either  to  make  a  circuit  through  Nimptfch, 
which  would  give  the  Pruffians  fufficient  time 
to  prevent  their  attempts  at  Pfaffendorf,  or 
to  attack  the  poll  of  Peila,  which  was  good, 
and  where  the  prince  of  Bevern  might  honour¬ 
ably  maintain  himfelf.  Belide,  let  it  be  fuppofed 
that  the  Imperialifts  Ihould  take  the  route  of 
Landlhut,  to  fuccour  Schweidnitz,  ftill  they  could 
not  defcend  into  the  plain  till  they  had  firil  made 
two  long  marches ;  inftead  of  which  the  troops 
of  the  king  might  remove  in  fix  hours  from 
Peterfwalde  to  Freyburg,  where  a  camp  had 
been  prepared  to  cover,  fhould  it  be  found  ne- 
celfary,  the  fiege  of  Schweidnitz,  on  that  fide. 
The  reafon  why  the  king  did  not  occupy  the 
heights  of  the  Hutberg,  and  of  the  Kletfchberg, 
was  that  neither  of  the  fituations  correfponded 
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to  his  two  principal  objefts ;  that  is  to  fay  they1 
did  not  cover  the  flank  of  Wied,  and  the  fiege* 
The  Hutberg  and  Kletfchberg  are  before  the 
defile  of  Biela,  where  the  enemy  had  a  fortified 
poll,  and  which,  extending  to  the  Eule,  would 
give  him  an  opportunity  of  coming  on  the  rear 
of  the  pofition  affumed  with  the  whole  army. 
This  might  occafion  the  worft  of  confequences. 
As  thefe  hills,  befide,  were  too  diftant  from  the 
pofition  of  the  Pruffians  to  injure  them,  it  was 
certain  that  the  Auftrians,  by  occupying  them, 
could  gain  no  kind  of  advantage. 

Scarcely  had  the  prince  of  Bevern  joined  the 
corps  of  the  king  before  Beck,  who  followed 
and  obferved  him,  appeared  on  the  Kletfchberg. 
He  did  not  however  think  proper  to  remain  there 
long,  and  retired  to  Silberberg.  The  huffars  of 
Moring  fell  upon  his  rear-guard,  and  took  a  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel,  with  fome  men  and  baggage. 
We  have  already  faid  the  Auftrians  had  an  in¬ 
trenched  poft,  in  the  defile  of  the  mountains, 
which  opens  at  the  village  of  Langen-Bielau. 
Two  thirds  of  this  village  were  occupied  by  the 
Pruffians,  garnifhed  by  the  volunteers  of  Hordt, 
and  ferved  as  a  poft  of  information.  Detach¬ 
ments  of  huffars  had  been  fent  beyond  on  the 
Hutberg  and  the  Spitzberg  :  it  was  however 
forefeen  that  the  enemy,  leaving  the  mountains, 

would 
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would  chufe  this  ground  for  his  camp ;  and,  as 
it  had  been  determined  to  fuffer  him  to  remain 
there,  only  light  detachments  had  been  fent, 
that  were  in  readinefs  to  retire  on  the  firft 
fignal. 

It  fo  happened  that  every  thing  which  had 
been  predi&ed  came  to  pafs.  On  the  i6th  of 
Augufl  marfhal  Daun  entered  thefe  vallies,  with 
his  different  columns.  His  van- guard  fkir- 
mifhed  with  a  detachment  of  Langen-Bielau, 
which  retired  in  good  order  to  the  royal  army. 
The  marfhal,  at  the  head  of  forty  battalions  and 
as  many  fquadrons,  affumed  his  camp,  which  he 
extended  from  the  Hutberg  toward  Heiderfdorf. 
Beck,  at  the  fame  time,  occupied  the  Kletfch- 
berg,  with  twelve  battalions  and  twenty  fqua¬ 
drons.  As  the  Imperialifls  had  considerably 
difgarnifhed  their  polls  on  the  mountains,  to  af- 
femble  this  army,  there  was  no  rifk  in  doing  the 
like;  for  which  reafon  the  king  called  in  the 
brigades  of  Ramin  and  Saldern,  flrengthened  by 
which  his  corps,  including  that  of  the  prince  of 
Bevern,  confifted  of  twenty-eight  battalions  and 
eighty  fquadrons.  Truth  however  demands  we 
fhould  add  that  thefe  brigades  did  not  come  up 
till  the  evening,  when  the  a&iion  was  over. 

The  king  had  previoufly  made  difpofitions  for 
the  reciprocal  defence  of  his  two  camps,  and 

Y  had 
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had  agreed  with  the  prince  of  Bevern  that  they 
fhould  mutually  fend  each  other  aid.  The  roads 
had  been  enlarged,  and  communications  pre¬ 
pared.  The  arrangement  was  that,  whichever 
of  the  two  corps  fhould  be  affaulted  by  the  foe, 
that  corps  fhould  be  confined  to  the  fimple  de¬ 
fence  of  its  camp,  while  the  other  fhould  haften 
to  its  fuccour,  and  aft  offenfively.  The  ground 
was  moil  happily  adapted  to  this  manoeuvre ; 
for  fuppofing  the  corps  of  Peterfwalde  to  be 
attacked, ‘the  prince  of  Bevern  naturally  marched 
on  the  right  flank  and  the  rear  of  the  foe ;  and 
if,  on  the  contrary,  the  corps  of  Peila  were  af¬ 
faulted,  the  king  made  a  fimilar  motion  with  his 
troops  on  the  left  of  the  Imperialifts. 

Toward  noon  it  was  perceived  that  the  defign 
of  the  marfhal  was  to  attack  the  prince  of  Be¬ 
vern.  His  whole  forces  inclined  to  the  right, 
oppofite  the  camp  of  Peila ;  and,  had  he  in¬ 
tended  to  come  to  aftion  with  the  corps  of 
Peterfwalde,  he  ought  to  have  ftrengthened  his 
left,  and  extended  his  troops  to  the  paffes  of  the 
mountains.  There  was  no  infantry  on  that  fide. 
All  that  appeared  on  the  right  of  the  king  only 
confided  in  fome  fquadrons  of  huffars,  which 
could  not  attraft  any  attention. 

Certain  that  on  the  very  day,  or  the  following 
night,  here  would  be  a  combat  with  the  enemy, 

the 
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the  king  kept  his  infantry  under  arms,  his  horfes 
ready  faddled  and  bridled,  and  his  light  artillery 
near  the  cavalry.  He  went  to  reconnoitre  the 
advanced  polls.  Scarcely  had  he  arrived  before 
he  faw  the  tents  of  the  prince  of  Bevern  (truck ; 
and  his  cannon  was  heard.  Major  Ollin,  who 
was  there  ready  with  a  detachment  of  five  hun¬ 
dred  hulfars,  was  inllantly  fent  to  join  the  corps 
of  Peila;  and  the  prince  of  Wurtemberg  put 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  five  regiments  of  cavalry, 
with  a  brigade  of  light  artillery.  Mollendorf 
had  orders  to  march  there  with  his  brigade. 
The  king  took  with  him  the  regiment  of  Werner, 
that  he  might  with  the  greater  expedition  arrive 
on  the  field  of  battle.  Ziethen,  in  the  mean 
time,  alfumed  the  command  of  the  corps  of 
Peterfwalde,  to  prevent  any  misfortune  from 
happening  on  that  fide.  When  the  king  had 
pafled  Reichenbach,  he  difcovered  the  whole 
pofition  in  which  the  enemy  attacked  the  prince 
of  Bevern.  Lafcy  had  palfed  the  village  of 
Peila,  with  fix  battalions,  kept  concealed  behind 
a  hill  on  which  he  had  erected  a  battery  of  twenty 
pieces  of  artillery.  Other  battalions  prefented 
themfelves  on  the  fide  of  Gnadenfrey;  and 
they  in  like  manner  had  formed  a  grand  battery 
in  their  front.  Their  defign  was  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  prince  of  Bevern  that  way, 

Y  i  that 
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that  he  might  not  perceive  the  manoeuvre  of 
Beck,  who  was  gliding  through  the  woods  to 
fall  on  his  rear.  O’Donnel  had,  at  the  fame 
time,  marched  with  forty  fquadrons,  from  the 
village  of  Peila,  to  cover  the  left  flank  of  Lafcy. 
The  cavalry  of  Lentulus,  which  belonged  to 
the  corps  of  the  prince  of  Bevern,  and  the 
huflars  of  Oftin,  had  already  three  times  rfcpulfed 
the  Imperial  cuirafliers  in  this  village.  The 
prince  of  Wurtemberg  in  the  interim  came  up, 
and  incontinently  formed  on  the  flank  of  the 
foe.  O’Donnel  had  no  good  pofition  to  take. 
If  he  prefented  his  front  to  the  prince  of  Bevern, 
the  prince  of  Wurtemberg  would  fall  upon  his 
flank ;  and  if  he  faced  the  corps  of  the  latter, 
Lentulus  would  come  upon  his  right;  add  to 
which,  he  had  the  artillery  of  the  prince  of  Be¬ 
vern  in  his  rear. 

While  he  was  under  this  difficulty,  of  which 
his  cuirafliers  were  very  fenfible,  O’Donnel  re¬ 
ceived  a  volley  from  fifteen  fix-pounders  of  the 
light  artillery,  of  which  a  battery  had  haftily  been 
formed.  This  completely  confufed  his  men. 
The  regiment  of  Werner,  fupported  by  that  of 
Czetteritz,  at  the  fame  time  charged  the  Impe¬ 
rial  cavalry ;  and  after  a  hot  conteft  drove  it  be¬ 
yond  the  village  of  Peila.  The  flight  of  the 
horfe  weakened  the  flank  of  Lafcy,  who  then 

had 
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had  fears  for  his  infantry,  and  haftened  to  make 
his  retreat.  Beck,  who  was  engaged  with  the 
prince  of  Bevern,  gave  ground.  The  brigade 
of  Mollendorf  came  up,  but  too  late,  for  the 
enemy  was  retreating  on  all  fides. 

This  affair  coft  the  Auflrians  fifteen  hundred 
horfe.  The  Pruflians  only  loft  four  hundred 
men,  of  the  regiment  of  the  margrave  Henry, 
which  fignalized  itfelf  on  that  day,  having  fin- 
gly  made  head  againft  the  whole  corps  of 
Beck. 

Marfhal  Daun,  diffatisfied  with  the  failure  of 
his  attempt,  did  not  think  proper  to  remain  any 
longer  on  the  Hutberg;  having  apprehenlions 
perhaps  for  his  polls  of  the  mountains,  wdiich 
he  had  weakened.  On  the  morrow  evening, 
the  17th,  he  retired  by  Wartha  and  Glatz  to 
Scharfeneck,  where  he  remained  till  the  clofe 
of  the  campaign,  without  affording  the  leaft 
fymptom  of  life. 

The  king  purfued  the  Auflrians;  but,  as 

9 

this  hilly  country,  abounding  in  pafies  and  ri¬ 
vulets,  is  little  proper  for  purfuit,  he  did  them 
no  injury.  His  majefty  contented  himfelf  with 
ordering  Werner  to  advance  to  Habensdorf, 
that  he  might  there  obferve  the  pofts  of  Silber- 
berg  and  Wartha. 

Thefe  various  motions  had  been  injurious  to 
Y  3  th# 
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the  fiege  of  Schweidnitz,  which  was  not  fo  far 
advanced  as  it  ought  to  have  been.  The  go¬ 
vernor,  Guafco,  however  began  to  augur  ill 
concerning  defence,  after  the  check  fo  lately- 
received  by  marlhal  Daun.  He  therefore  made 
an  attempt  to  obtain  an  advantageous  capitula¬ 
tion,  and  the  freedom  of  his  garrifon.  During 
this  negotiation,  Laudon  had  adroitly  caufed 
his  emiffaries  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Pruf- 
lians,  who  were  charged  with  letters  for  the  go¬ 
vernor,  containing  all  the  grand  projects  which 
the  Imperial  army  was  to  execute  for  his  deliver¬ 
ance.  But,  however  defirous  the  king  was  of 
fpeedily  recovering  the  town,  two  reafons  pre¬ 
vented  him  from  confenting  to  the  capitulation 
the  governor  offered.  The  firft  was  founded  on 
what  Laudon  had  written,  the  year  before,  in 
pofitive  terms,  to  the  margrave  Charles,  to 
whom  the  correfpondence  of  the  army  was  com¬ 
mitted,  relative  to  the  execution  of  the  cartel, 
when  he  affirmed  that  his  court  held  itfelf  under 
no  obligation  of  keeping  its  wordy,  or  fulfilling 
its  engagements,  with  the  king  of  Prufiia,  either 
relative  to  the  exchange  of  prifoners,  or  any  other 
objeft.  This  was  urged  in  anfwer  to  Guafco  ; 
who  was  told  that  his  promifed  word,  for  him- 
felf  and  garrifon,  not  to  ferve  for  one  year  againfl 
the  troops  of  hismajefly,  could  not  be  accepted, 

after 
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after  the  formal  declaration  made  by  the  court 
of  Vienna,  and  contained  in  the  letter  of  Laudon. 
The  real  reafon,  but  which  was  not  alleged,  was 
that  it  would  have  been  a  capital  fault  to  have 
fuffered  ten  thoufand  men  to  leave  a  tt>wn  which 
foon  mull  be  taken  ;  for,  by  reftoring  this  gar- 
rifon  to  the  Imperialifts,  their  army  would  have 
acquired  an  additional  ten  thoufand  men ;  while 
that  of  the  king  mull  have  been  enfeebled,  by 
at  lead  four  thoufand,  who  mull  have  been  left 
to  garrifon  the  place  ;  fo  that  the  P ruffian  army 
would,  in  the  whole,  have  been  rendered  four¬ 
teen  thoufand  men  inferior  to  that  of  the  Au- 
ftrian. 

Negotiation  was  interrupted  and  the  fiege  con¬ 
tinued.  Hither  the  king  came  in  perfon,  on 
the  20th  of  September,  that  the  operations 
might  be  carried  on  with  the  greater  vigour. 
Le  Fevre  a&ed  as  chief  engineer  to  the  Pruffians. 
He  was  oppofed  by  one  of  the  firft  engineers  of 
his  time,  named  Griboval,  who  defended  the 
place.  Le  Fevre  attempted  to  burft  the  mines 
of  the  belieged  by  employing  the  new  invented 
globe  of  compreffion.  Griboval  burft  two  of 
thefe,  and  Le  Fevre  knew  not  how  to  proceed. 
The  king  was  obliged  to  interfere  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  liege,  and  the  minutite  of  labour. 
The  third  parallel  was  immediately  prolonged ; 

Y  4  a  bat- 
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a  battery  was  there  erected  in  breach;  ricochet 
batteries  wereraifed  at  the  brick-kiln;  and  ano¬ 
ther  battery  thrown  up  on  the  Kuhberg,  which 
played  on  the  back  of  the  works.  Some  breaches 
of  the  mines  of  the  befieged  were  blown  up. 
The  garrifon  made  two  fallies,  and  difiodged 
the  Pruffians  from  a  crowned  funnel,  from  which 
they  wilhed  to  extend  new  breaches.  This  con- 
teft  prolonged  the  liege,  for  it  was  here  neceffary 
to  make  fubterranean  war.  Moft  of  the  artil¬ 
lery  however  of  the  town  was  either  damaged 
or  difmounted  ;  provifions  began  to  be  fcarce  ; 
and  the  enemy  would,  for  that  reafon,  have  fur- 
rendered,  had  not  a  bomb  fallen  before  the 
powder  magazine  of  the  fort  of  Jauernick 
(Oitober  the  8th)  the  door  of  which  by  chance 
was  open,  which  fet  fire  to  the  powder,  blew  up  a 
part  of  the  fort,  and  killed  three  hundred  of  the 
Auftrian  grenadiers.  This  accident,  which  open¬ 
ed  the  town,  obliged  the  governor  to  beat  the 
cliamade. 

Schweidnitz  capitulated  on  the  9th.  Guafco 
and  his  garrifon,  nine  thoufand  ftrong,  fur-  . 
rendered  prifoners  of  war,  and  were  fent  into 
Pruffia.  Knobloch  was  entrufted  with  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  place ;  and  Wied  departed  for 
Saxony,  with  a  heavy  detachment,  to  reinforce 
prince  Henry. 


Thus 
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Thus  ended  the  campaign  of  Silefia,  not  fo 
fortunately  as  at  the  commencement  might  have 
been  prefumed,  but  better  than  could  have  been 
hoped,  after  the  late  revolution  in  Ruffia.  The 
king  gave  the  command  of  the  troops  in  Silefia 
to  the  prince  of  Revern ;  and  fent  Ramin, 
Mdllendorf,  and  Lentulus,  with  their  brigades 
into  Lufatia,  to  occupy  the  environs  of  Gorlitz, 
and  to  give  the  Auftrians  apprehenfions  for 
Zittau,  and  Bohemia,  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
operations  of  prince  Henry.  The  army  of  Si- 
'lefia  entered  into  cantonments,  near  the  in¬ 
trenched  camp  that  it  had  held  all  the  campaign, 
and  which  during  winter  the  king  was  fatisfied 
with  guarding  by  detachments,  that  were  relieved 
weekly,  after  which  his  majefty  perfonally  re¬ 
paired  to  Saxony. 

While  Wied  is  occupied  in  traverfing  Lufatia, 
we  {hall  recommence  the  narrative  of  the  cam¬ 
paign  of  prince  Henry,  which  we  fhall  continue 
till  the  arrival  of  this  fuccour. 

We  left  the  prince  employed  in  deranging  the 
projects  of  Serbelloni ;  and  Seidlitz  engaged 
with  the  troops  of  the  circles,  whom  he  drove 
from  Yogtland,  as  far  as  the  margraviate  of  Ba- 
reuth.  His  highnefs  wiftied  to  take  fatisfaclion. 
(June)  for  the  infults  the  enemy  had  attempted 
to  give  his  polls.  But,  as  he  might  not  venture 

to 
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to  dare  them  in  the  formidable  pofitions  in  which 
they  had  fixed  themfelves,  he  propofed  to  take 
his  revenge,  by  making  diverfions  into  Bohemia. 
With  this  view  Kleift  marched  over  the  Bafberg, 
and  fpread  terror  through  the  circle  of  Saatz. 
The  alarm  prefently  reached  Serbelloni,  who 
lent  Blonquet,  at  the  head  of  four  thoufand 
men,  to  the  relief  of  Bohemia.  This  general 
caufed  the  road  of  Einfiedel  to  be  intrenched, 
where  he  placed  fome  men,  and  fixed  himfelf 
at  Dux,  with  the  main  body  of  his  detachment. 

The  army  of  the  circles,  on  the  other  part, 
had  approached  Oelfnitz ;  whence  it  took  the 
road  for  Schneeberg,  and  marched  along  the 
frontiers  of  Saxony,  with  intent  to  join  Blon¬ 
quet.  Kleift,  who  fcarcely  had  returned  out  of 
Bohemia,  was  obliged  to  march  back,  that  he 
might  render  this  project  abortive.  He  aflem- 
bled  the  detachment  that  was  to  ferve  under 
him,  near  Porfchenftein,  forced  the  intrench- 
ment  of  Einfiedel  (July)  and  took  four  hundred 
men,  and  one  field-piece.  He  thence  fell  on 
the  dragoons  of  Bathyani,  that  had  come  to  the 
aid  of  the  troops  he  had  beaten,  and  put  them 
to  the  rout ;  after  which  he  purfued  Blonquet; 
who,  on  his  approach,  retired  from  Dux  to 
Toplitz.  Here  he  left  him  ;  and  marched  full 
fpeed  toward  the  Bafberg,  where  he  fell  on  the 

flank 
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flank  of  the  army  of  the  circles,  which  imme¬ 
diately  retreated  for  Annaberg,  afterward  to 
Hof,  and  finally  toward  Bareuth. 

Prince  Henry,  hearing  this,  refolved  to  fend 
a  more  confiderable  corps  into  Bohemia,  and 
to  profit  by  the  abfence  of  the  troops  of  the 
circles,  to  effect  fomething  of  confequence.  His 
intention  was  to  chafe  the  enemy  from  Toplitz, 
and  take  Altenberg ;  that  he  might  by  this  means 
turn  the  poll  of  Dippoldifwalda,  which  mull 
have  neceffarily  then  been  abandoned  by  the 
Imperialifts.  Seidlitz,  to  whom  the  execution 
of  this  plan  was  committed,  thought  proper 
when  he  departed  only  to  leave  Schulenburg 
with  five  hundred  horfe,  in  prefence  of  the 
prince  of  Stolberg,  and  the  army  of  the  empire 
as  a  corps  of  obfervation,  and  entered  Bohemia 
with  his  detachment.  After  a  forced  march,  he 
arrived,  on  the  31ft,  at  Commotau.  Kleift 
penetrated  to  this  place,  on  the  lft  of  Auguft, 
by  the  village  of  Gorck.  All  the  polls  of  infor¬ 
mation  of  the  enemy  were  put  to  flight.  Seidlitz, 
on  the  fame  day,  reconnoitred  the  camp  of 
Toplitz,  which  he  made  preparations  to  attack. 
On  the  morrow  he  intended  to  occupy  a  height 
which  the  Imperialifts  had  neglected  to  feize. 
By  an  unexpected  fmgularity,  it  happened  that 
the  Pruflians  were  climbing  this  hill,  on  one  fide, 

and 
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and  the  Auftrians  on  the  other.  The  enemy 
having  occupied  it  firft,  by  this  means  gained 
the  advantage  of  ground ;  and  Lowenftein,  who 
commanded  the  Auftrians,  having  received  re¬ 
inforcements  during  the  addion,  the  Prufiians 
were  repulfed  with  the  lofs  of  four  hundred 
men,  and  two  field-pieces.  Seidlitz  had  only 
fent  four  battalions  to  the  attack ;  the  foe  had 
twelve  :  numbers  were  of  neceffity  viddorious. 
This  corps,  which  could  not  afterward  accom- 
plifh  its  purpofe,  retired  into  Saxony,  and  in¬ 
trenched  itfelf  at  Porfchenftein.  Though  the 
attempt  of  prince  Henry  was  not  fortunate,  his 
fucceflive  enterprifes,  during  the  month  of  Au- 
guft,  prevented  thejunddion  of  the  army  of  the 
empire  and  that  of  the  Auftrians. 

The  prince  of  Stolberg,  having  only  five 
hundred  horfe  to  oppofe,  not  finding  in  thefe 
any  obftacle  to  impede  his  adding,  marched  his 
army  from  Bareuth  to  Caden,  wrhere  he  was 
joined  by  colonel  Torreck.  The  Pruflian  army 
of  Saxony  had  in  like  manner  been  joined  by 
Belling,  who  was  immediately  fent  to  add  in 
Vogtland ;  whence  this  general,  profiting  by 
the  abfence  of  the  prince  of  Stolberg,  made  an 
incurfion  into  Bohemia,  with  an  intent  to  call 
him  back.  Coming  fuddenly  before  the  gates 
of  Egra,  he  made  feme  difeharges  from  his 

artillery 
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artillery  on  the  town  ;  and  the  feeble  garrifon, 
by  which  it  was  defended,  was  on  the  point  of 
furrendering  to  his  huflars.  But  prince  Henry  had 
need  of  his  corps  in  another  place  ;  he  was 
obliged  to  march  into  Lufatia,  to  oppofe  Lu- 
ziniky,  who  was  hovering  with  a  detachment ' 
on  the  fide  of  Ellterwerda  and  Senftenberg, 
and  to  whom  grand  defigns  were  attributed. 

However  little  the  progrefs  of  the  Pruffians 
hitherto  had  been,  this  progrefs  had  not  failed 
to  irritate  the  court  of  Vienna;  which,  fupremely 
diffatisfied  with  the  incurlions  they  had  made 
into  Bohemia,  threw  the  whole  blame  on  the 
Imperial  generals.  The  emprefs  queen  was 
particularly  angry  that  Serbellcni  effected  no¬ 
thing,  with  the  numerous  forces  under  his  com¬ 
mand.  He  was  accufed  for  not  having  pofTelfed 
either  capacity  or  vigilance  fufficient  to  cover  the 
kingdom  of  Bohemia.  This  difcontent  occa- 
fioned  his  recall ;  and  the  court  fent  general 
Haddick,  as  his  fubftitute,  who  had  been  brought 
into  favour  by  marfhal  Daun. 

The  prince  of  Stolberg,  who  during  this 
time  ftill  continued  his  march,  paffed  by  To- 
plitz  and  Giefhubel,  and  joined  the  Imperial 
army  not  far  from  Drefden,  nearly  about  the 
time  that  Haddick  alfumed  the  command.  The 
new  commander  wifhed  to  fignalizc  his  arrival 
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by  fome  effective  ftroke;  and,  on  the  27th  of 
September,  ordered  a  general  attack  to  be  made 
on  all  the  detached  polls  of  the  camp  of  Pret- 
fchendorf.  Butler,  in  effedt,  forced  fome  in¬ 
trenched  polls  in  the  wood  of  the  Tharand,  that 
were  defended  by  free  battalions  ;  while  the 
prince  of  Lowenllein,  whofe  corps  had  arrived 
from  Bohemia,  obliged  Kleift  to  retreat  for 
Seyda.  On  the  morrow,  prince  Henry  drove 
Butler  from  the  polls  he  had  conquered  ;  and 
Seidlitz  forced  three  thoufand  Aullrians  to  quit 
the  bottom  of  Frauenftein,  where  they  had 
lodged  themfelves  the  day  before. 

(September)  The  advantages  gained  on  this 
fide  did  not  prevent  Lowenllein  from  repulling 
Hill  farther  the  troops  under  Kleill,  nor  from 
ellablilhing  himfelf  at  Seyda.  The  polition  he 
affirmed  here  expofed  the  Pruffian  ovens  of 
Freyberg  to  be  taken ;  and  prince  Henry,  at 
the  fame  time,  was  encumbered  by  an  enemy  on 
his  rear.  The  ground  the  prince  had  to  defend 
was  belide  fo  extenfive  that,  let  the  enemy  at¬ 
tack  on  which  fide  he  would,  in  full  force,  he 
mull  have  been  fuperior.  Thefe  motives  in¬ 
duced  his  highnefs  to  quit  the  vicinage  of 
Pretfchendorf,  and  to  encamp  at  Freyberg,  be¬ 
hind  the  Mulde;  which  he  executed  on  the  3  ill: 
of  September.  Generals  Forcade  and  Hulfen, 
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on  the  fame  day,  again  took  the  camp  of  Meiflen 
and  the  Katzenhasufer.  Belling  (Oftober)  who 
had  been  recalled  from  Lufatia  was  detached 
with  Kleill  to  the  village  of  Hartmannfdorf ; 
whence  he  advanced  to  Grofs-Schirna,  to  de¬ 
fend  the  ford  againft  Lowenftein,  who  had 
taken  poll  behind  the  rivulet  and  the  village  of 
Chemnitz. 

The  camp  of  Freyberg,  which  prince  Henry 
had  taken,  had  Hill  the  deleft  of  being  too  ex- 
tenflve ;  or,  more  properly  fpeaking,  the  army 
had  that  of  not  being  fufficiently  numerous.  All 
the  fords  of  the  Mulde  were  to  be  defended, 
and  particularly  the  right  flank,  which  faced 
the  village  of  Brandt,  and  looked  toward  the 
Rathlheide.  Belide  the  defence  of  this  vail 
fpace,  the  communication  between  the  corps  of 
the  Katzenhseufer  and  Meilfen  was  to  be  afcer- 
tained  by  occupying  the  poll  of  Nolfen.  Hul- 
fen  and  Forcade  had  not  more  than  fourteen 
battalions  to  maintain  the  banks  of  the  Tripfche; 
fo  that  we  may  affirm  a  Angle  man  might  not 
be  detached  without  totally  difgarnilbing  the 
army.  The  prince  had  refolved  to  intrench 
his  camp,  but  he  could  neither  colleft  fufficient 
workmen,  nor  tools  enough  for  a  labour  fo 
great;  fo  that  the  works  that  had  been  planned 
were  fcarcely  begun. 


Such 
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Such  was  the  fituation  of  affairs  when,  on  the 
morning  of  the  14th,  Ried  appeared  with  fifteen 
battalions  oppofite  Hulfen,  on  the  heights  of 
Seligenftedt.  The  centre  of  the  army  of  Haddick 
inclined,  at  the  fame  time,  for  Niederfchone ; 
the  troops  of  the  circles  encamped  at  the  village 
of  Chemnitz  ;  Campitelli  formed  at  the  village 
of  Weiffenborn.  On  the  extremity  of  the  right 
of  his  royal  highnefs,  and  exclusive  of  the  corps 
we  have  juft  mentioned,  Klefeld  marched  with 
five  thoufand  horfe  againft  Belling,  to  diflodge 
him  from  Hartmannfdorf.  Belling  made  a 
feigned  retreat ;  but,  fuddenly  facing  about,  he 
charged  the  enemy  with  fuch  fury  that  he  put 
him  to  flight,  and  recovered  his  poft.  The 
two  armies  paffed  the  night  under  arms. 

The  enemy,  on  the  morrow,  made  a  ferious 
attack  on  all  the  paffes  of  the  Mulde,  and  was 
repulfed  on  every  fide  by  the  Pruflians.  Im¬ 
mediately  after  the  aflailants  had  retired,  prince 
Henry  repaired  to  his  right.  It  was  evening, 
and  began  to  be  dark ;  but  how  great  was  his 
furprife  to  perceive  the  confufion  which  reigned 
there !  Belling  had  been  driven  from  his  poft. 
The  prince  of  Stolberg  had  profited  by  the  mo¬ 
ment  to  occupy  the  Rathfwald,  by  which  he 
came  on  the  flank  and  rear  of  the  Pruflians. 
This  very  confiderable  derangement  obliged 

his 
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his  highnefs  to  abandon  his  pofition,  which 
under  fuch  circumftances  was  no  longer  tenable. 
At  midnight  he  departed,  and  marched  his  army- 
in  three  columns  to  gain  the  Cellifche-Wald, 
without  inciting  fufpicion  in  the  enemy,  who  tef- 
tified  no  delire  to  difturb  his  retreat.  The  troops 
were  barracked  in  the  foreft  (the  1 6th)  to  pre- 
ferve  them  from  the  cold.  On  the  morrow, 
they  took  a  more  advantageous  pofition,  between 
Reichberg  and  Voigtfberg.  Haddick,  with  the 
main  army,  remained  on  the  Landlberg,  and  the 
troops  of  the  circles,  reinforced  by  Campitelli, 
intrenched  themfelves  round  Freyberg,  where 
they  foon  were  to  be  joined  by  Maquire. 

On  the  other  fide,  Wied  was  on  the  full 
march.  He  approached  Bautzen,  and  was  to 
occupy  the  heights  of  Weiflig,  to  advance  on 
the  White  Stag,  where  he  would  come  on  the 
back  of  the  poll  of  Bockfberg,  and  might  bom¬ 
bard  the  new  city  of  Drefden.  This  diverfion 
had  been  given  him  in  command,  that  he  might 
oblige  Haddick  to  fend  a  ftrong  detachment 
beyond  the  Elbe,  in  order  that  prince  Henry 
might  have  time  to  breathe,  and  to  re-eftablilh 
his  affairs.  But  marfhal  Daun,  having  perfectly 
divined  the  intention  of  the  king,  had  fent  prince 
Albert  of  Saxony,  with  a  detachment  of  twelve 
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battalions  and  fifteen  fquadrons,  to  keep  pace 
with  Wied,  that  Haddick  might  ftill  preferve 
his  fuperiority  in  Saxony.  Prince  Albert  tra- 
verfed  Zittau,  and  gained  the  heights  of  Weiflig 
before  the  Pruffians.  Wied,  having  thus  failed 
in  his  attempt,  fell  back  for  Radeberg,  whence 
he  turned  for  Grofs-Dobritz,  that  he  might  ap¬ 
proach  the  Elbe,  and  join  the  army  of  his  royal 
highnefs,  after  having  pafied  the  river. 

While  thefe  things  happened  in  Lufatia,  the 
prince  meditated  an  attack  by  which  he  pro- 
mifed  to  revenge  himfelf  on  his  foe.  It  was 
neceflary  to  drive  the  Imperialifls  and  the  troops 
of  the  circles  from  the  hills  of  Saxony,  as  well 
becaufe  they  were  needful  for  the  fubfiflence  of 
his  troops,  during  winter,  as  becaufe  it  was  im¬ 
portant  not  to  lofe  ground  when  peace  was  ex- 
pe£ted.  Was  it  not  alfo  neceflary  to  avenge  the 
honour  of  the  P ruffian  arms  ?  And  might  he 
not  reafonably  fear  that,  fhould  he  give  the  prince 
of  Stolberg  time  to  receive  fuccour,  this  prince 
himfelf  would  undertake  fome  expedition  againfi: 
Pruflia  ?  Prudence,  honour,  intereft,  politics,  all 
united  to  induce  him  to  anticipate  the  enemy ; 
and  his  highnefs  was  not  tardy  in  the  execution 
of  his  project. 

The  prince  began  his  march  on  the  28th  of 
October.  His  right  paffed  the  villages  of  Braunf- 

dorf 
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dorf  and  Hennerfdorf.  His  left,  after  leaving 
the  defile  of  Grune,  divided  into  two  corps ; 
one  of  which  halted  at  Hennerfdorf,  and  the 
other  at  Grofs-Schirna.  Thefe  troops  were 
again  in  motion  on  the  29th.  The  extremity 
of  the  left,  which  was  to  attradl  the  attention  of 
the  enemy,  was  formed  by  Forcade,  on  the 
height  of  Grofs-Schirna.  Belling  drove  the 
Imperialifts  front  the  wood  of  the  Struht,  and 
eftablifhed  himfelf  there  with  two  battalions  and 
ten  fquadrons.  This  pofition  gave  the  elder 
Stutterheim  the  means  of  eredtihg  batteries, 
againft  the  redoubts  that  the  army  of  the  circles 
had  near  Walterfdorf.  The  right  of  the  P ruf¬ 
fians  continued  its  march,  and  left  this  battery 
and  the  wood  of  the  Struht  on  the  left.  Kleift, 
with  his  van-guard,  was  obliged  to  rid  himfelf 
of  two  abatis,  maintained  by  Croats,  and  to  dif- 
lodge  thefe  troops  that  he  might  open  himfelf  a 
road  to  the  column  of  his  highnefs. 

The  prince  of  Stolberg  and  Campitelli  had 
formed  in  order  of  battle  round  Freyberg.  Their 
right  was  fupported  at  Tutendorf;  their  leftj 
Which  extended  behind  the  defile  of  Walterf¬ 
dorf,  proceeded  to  the  Spittlewald.  They  had 
befide  conflrudted  redoubts  on  the  heights  of 
Curbitz,  which  they  had  furrounded  with  abatis^ 
The  march  of  prince  Henry  led  diredtly  on  the 

Z  2  back 


POSTHUMOUS  WORKS. 


34° 

back  of  this  pofition,  which  the  prince  of  Stol- 
berg  no  fooner  perceived  than  he  employed  his 
fecond  line  to  fill  the  void,  that  remained  be¬ 
tween  his  left  and  the  height  of  the  Drey-Creut- 
zer.  Three  thoufand  paces  from  this  army, 
between  the  Brandt  and  Erbifdorf,  another  corps 
was  perceived,  confiding  of  about  fix  thoufand 
men,  which  prefented  itfelf  on  thefe  heights, 
commanded  by  one  general  Mayer. 

The  Pruffians  already  were  at  the  Spittlewald. 
Their  attack  was  vigorous,  and  they  took  a 
whole  Imperial  battalion  of  Wied.  DuringC- 
hofen  and  Manftein  were  polled  at  this  wood, 
between  the  village  of  St.  Michael  and  the 
Spittlewald,  with  four  battalions  and  fix  fqua- 
drons,  to  keep  the  corps  of  this  general  Mayer 
in  check.  Thefe  precautions  taken,  the  Pruf- 
lian  grenadiers  paffed  the  part  of  the  wood  that 
lies  neared  to  the  village  of  St.  Michael,  and 
formed  in  order  of  battle,  oppofite  the  height  of 
the  Drey-Creutzer.  The  grenadiers,  fupported 
by  cuirafliers  and  dragoons,  attacked  the  foe ; 
and,  after  a  fire  that  continued  nearly  an  hour 
and  a  half,  they  were  vidorious.  Seidlitz  with 
his  cavalry  then  fell  on  the  fugitives,  whom  he 
continued  to  capture  to  the  very  gates  of 
Frey  berg. 


The 
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The  troops  of  the  circles  now  abandoned  the 
redoubts  on  the  fide  of  Walterfdorf.  Stutter - 
heim  feized  the  moment  to  pafs  this  defile,  and 
let  loofe  his  cavalry  on  the  routed;  by  which  the 
confufion  and  flight  of  the  vanquilhed  were 
augmented.  Butler,  who  had  not  palled  the 
Mulde,  having  hitherto  remained  a  fpeftator  of 
the  battle,  wilhed  to  gain  honour  on  the  field  ; 
and  fent,  but  too  late,  the  regiment  of  Jofeph- 
Efterhazy,  to  fuccour  the  troops  of  the  circles. 
The  whole  regiment  was  taken.  At  length  the 
prince  of  Stolberg,  Campitelli,  Mayer,  and  But¬ 
ler  himfelf,  all  fled  to  Frauenftein,  where  they 
fcarcely  thought  themfelves  in  fafety. 

The  enemy  in  this  battle  loft  thirty  pieces  of 
artillery,  fixty-fix  officers,  and  near  eight  thou- 
fand  men  ;  four  thoufand  of  whom  were  taken 
by  his  royal  highnefs.  The  lofs  of  the  Pruflians 
did  not  amount  to  a  thoufand,  becaufe  they  met 
with  no  very  obftinate  refiftance.  They  were 
only  twenty-nine  battalions  and  fixty  fquadrons 
ftrong.  The  enemy  they  had  to  combat,  ex- 
clufive  of  the  advantage  of  ground,  had  he 
known  how  to  defend  this  advantage,  had  forty- 
nine  battalions  and  feventy-eight  fquadrons.  Bur 
military  fuccefs  depends  more  on  the  capacity  of 
the  general  than  on  the  number  of  his  troops. 
It  would  be  fuperfluous  here  to  write  the  pane- 
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gyric  of  prince  Henry  of  Pruffia ;  the  beft 
eulogium  that  can  be  bellowed  on  him  is  the 
recital  of  his  adions.  The  intelligent  will  here 
eafily  remark  that  happy  combination  of  pru¬ 
dence  and  audacity,  fo  uncommon  and  fo  much 
to  be  delired,  which  affembles  and  unites  moll 
of  the  perfedions  that  nature  can  accord  to  form 
a  great  captain. 

After  the  vidory,  the  prince  cleared  the  banks 
of  the  Wilde-Weiftritzof  the  few  enemies  that  {fill 
remained ;  which  gave  fo  hot  an  alarm  toHaddick 
that  he  immediately  caufed  the  troops  of  prince 
Albert  to  pafs  the  Elbe,  and  fent  a  conliderable 
reinforcement  to  the  prince  of  Stolberg,  to  en¬ 
able  him  to  maintain  his  pofition  of  Frauenftein. 
On  the  ill  of  November,  Wied  arrived  at  the 
camp  of  Schlettau,  to  the  relief  of  Hulfen,  whofe 
corps  joined  the  army  of  his  royal  highnefs. 
Platen  was  made  to  advance,  and  palled  the 
Mulde  with  a  corps  of  nine  thoufand  men.  Bel¬ 
ling  likewife  advanced  between  Saffelbach  and 
Burkerfdorf,  where  he  nightly  lighted  fires,  as  if 
his  had  been  a  grand  army ;  while  Wied  fent  a 
detachment  to  Naukirch  to  alarm  the  camp  of 
Piauen.  Thefe  meafures,  taken  with  fo  much 
pcrfpicuity,  produced  the  effed  that  might  well 
have  been  expeded ;  for  the  prince  of  Stolberg 
retreated  the  fame  night  for  Altenberg,  toward 
the  frontiers  of  Bohemia.  Belling  on  this  occu¬ 
pied 
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pied  the  environs  of  Frauenltein ;  and  Platen 
encamped  at  Porfchenfteinj  to  cover  the  corps 
of  Kleift,  which  entered  Bohemia  by  the  road  of 
Einliedel.  He  ruined  a  confiderable  magazine 
the  Imperialifts  pofleffed  at  Saatz,  made  incur- 
fions  as  far  as  Leutmeritz,  and  returned  into 
Saxony  by  the  Bafberg. 

About  this  time  the  king  arrived  at  Meiften, 
and  ordered  Wied  to  advance  toward  Keflelf- 
dorf.  This  general  encountered  a  poll  of  infor¬ 
mation,  appertaining  to  Ried,  at  the  Landfberg, 
which  Anhalt  and  Prittwitz  attacked,  and  there 
took  four  cannon  and  five  hundred  men.  This 
is  the  Anhalt  who  moft  contributed  to  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  adtion  of  Langenfalza,  and  to  that  of 
Leutmannfdorf.  By  this  brave  combat  the  cam¬ 
paign  was  clofed.  The  weather,  which  began 
to  be  very  fevere,  obliged  the  king  to  affign 
quarters  of  cantonment  for  the  troops. 

(November  3d.)  Preliminaries  of  peace 
had  juft  then  been  figned  between  France  and 
England.  The  Englifli,  whofe  conduct  had 
been  fo  odious  fmce  lord  Bute  had  come  into 
the  adminiftration,  wholly  abandoned  the  inte- 
refts  of  the  king,  during  the  courfe  of  the  nego¬ 
tiation  ;  they  even  confented  that  the  French 
fhould  remain  in  pofleflion  of  the  dutchy  of 
Cleves,  and  of  the  principality  of  Guelders. 

Z  4  Their 
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Their  conduct  obliged  the  king  to  feek  the 
means  of  reducing  the  court  of  Vienna  to  an 
equitable  peace.  The  princes  of  the  empire 
were  weary  of  the  war.  They  faw  the  French 
army  ready  to  repafs  the  Rhine.  This  appeared 
to  be  the  time  to  enforce  them  to  neutrality, 
and  confequently  to  leave  the  emprefs  queen 
fingly  to  fight  her  battles. 

It  was  for  this  purpofe  that  Kleift  was  fent 
into  the  empire  with  his  corps.  He  feized  on 
Bamberg,  and  difturbed  Nuremberg.  His 
huffars  appeared  at  the  gates  of  Ratifbon,  and 
the  diet,  amid  its  deliberations,  was  inlpired  with 
fears.  Several  of  its  deputies,  in  the  moment 
of  terror,  took  to  flight.  The  duke  of  W urtem- 
berg  was  on  the  point  of  efcaping  into  Alfatia. 
The  effects  of  the  incurfion  were  flich  that  the 
electors  of  Bavaria,  Mayence,  and  the  bifhops 
of  Bamberg  and  Wurzburg,  demanded  peace, 
and  promifed  immediately  to  withdraw  their 
contingents  from  the  army  of  the  circles.  The 
only  means  of  extinguifhing  the  conflagration, 
in  Germany,  was  to  deprive  it  of  the  combufti- 
bles  by  which  it  might  be  fed.  Kleift,  after 
conducting  the  expedition  like  an  excellent 
general,  returned  with  his  troops  into  Saxony, 
at  the  beginning  of  January.  A  line  was  drawn 
along  the  Triplche  and  the  Mulde,  which  ex¬ 
tended 
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tended  from  Seyda  to  Meiffen.  Other  corps 
were  difperfed,  at  Chemnitz,  Zwickau,  and 
Gera,  on  the  frontiers  of  Bohemia ;  and  the 
main  army  was  diftributed  from  Sorau  to  the 
confines  of  Thuringia. 


CHAP.  XVII. 

Of  the  Peace. 

SCARCELY  had  the  troops  begun  their 
cantonments  before  M.  von  Fritfch,  coun- 
fellor  to  the  king  of  Poland,  came  to  Meiffen, 
where  the  head  quarters  had  been  fixed.  He 
had  eflates  in  the  vicinity,  fo  that  his  arrival 
had  no  extraordinary  appearance.  He  demand¬ 
ed  an  audience  of  the  king,  and  began  by  fome 
common-place  obfervations  on  the  miferies  of 
war,  and  the  bleffings  of  peace ;  after  which  he 
fpoke  more  plainly,  adding  that  peace  perhaps 
was  not  fo  difiant  as  it  might  be  thought,  and 
that  he  was  even  charged  with  certain  meffages, 
which  he  fhould  deliver  without  delay,  as  foon 
as  he  firft  fhould  be  certain  they  would  not  be  ill 
received. 

The 
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The  king  replied  he  had  been  forced  into  the 
war  by  his  enemies,  and  that  it  was  his  enemies 
who  hitherto  had  oppofed  or  had  eluded  peace, 
under  various  pretences ;  that  it  was  not  he  who 
was  to  be  afked  whether  he  wifhed  to  fee  a  con- 
clufion  to  the  troubles  of  Germany,  but  thofe 
by  whom  they  had  been  fomented,  and  till  now 
maintained;  thofe  whofe  animolity  and  rage 
had  increafed  in  proportion  to  the  refiftance  they 
had  encountered,  in  the  execution  of  their  per¬ 
nicious  defigns. 

Fritfch  prefented  a  letter  to  the  king  from 
the  electoral  prince,  which  indicated  that  this 
prince,  having  the  tranquillity  of  Europeat  heart, 
had  employed  every  effort  for  its  re-eftablifh- 
ment,  and  that  to  this  effed  he  had  endeavoured 
to  learn  the  intentions  of  the  emprefs  queen, 
which  he  found  were  correfpondent ;  that  the  con¬ 
currence  of  his  Pruffian  majefty  was  only  necef- 
fary  to  terminate  the  difputes  of  the  belligerent 
powers,  and  that  he  intreated  the  king  to  ex¬ 
plain  himfelf  on  the  fubjed. 

After  reading  the  letter,  the  king  retraced 
the  conduct  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  during  the 
courfe  of  the  war;  and  faid  that,  it  being  the 
ancient  cuftom  of  this  court  ever  to  make  peace 
later  than  its  allies,  as  is  abundantly  proved  by 
hiftorical  example,  it  was  not  apparent  that  the 

prefent 
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prefent  intentions  were  fincere;  however,  that 
the  king  might  have  nothing  to  reproach  him- 
felf  with,  and  not  rejedt  overtures  which  might 
lead  to  a  conclulion  of  this  fatal  war,  his  ma- 
jefty,  induced  by  that  confideration,  declared 
that,  whatever  reafon  he  might  have  to  demand 
indemnification,  for  the  cruelties  and  ravages 
that  had  been  committed  in  the  provinces  of  the 
Pruffian  domain,  he  for  the  love  of  peace  de¬ 
bited;  but  on  condition  that  his  enemies  Ihould 
none  of  them  infill  on  fimilar  indemnifications; 
being  well  determined  not  to  lofe,  by  a  ftroke 
of  the  pen,  what  he  had  hitherto  defended,  and 
what  he  ftill  Ihould  be  in  a  date  to  defend,  by 

the  fword.  He  added - 

“  If  the  houfe  of  Auftria  really  wilhes  to  ne- 
i(  gotiate  with  me,  in  order  to  prevent  all  equi- 
<c  vocal  and  ambiguous  interpretation,  we  muft 
“  previoufly  agree  on  the  principles  we  (hall 
“  mutually  admit;  and  I  can  only  perceive 
<c  three  which  can  promote  a  defirable  con- 
“  clufion.  That  is  to  fay — That  an  equitable 
“  peace  lhall  be  made,  by  which  not  any  one 
“  of  the  contradting  parties  (hall  be  wronged; 
e<  that  the  conditions  (hall  be  honourable  to  all 
<(  thofe  who  lhall  concur;  and  that  it  lhall  be 
“  llrengthened  by  meafures  of  luch  folidity  as 
e(  to  render  it  durable.” 


By 
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By  the  anfvver  of  the  king,  Fritfch  compre¬ 
hended  that  it  was  particularly  neceffary  to 
relieve  the  mind  of  his  majefty,  from  the  dif¬ 
fidence  he  entertained  relative  to  the  fincerity 
of  the  intentions  of  the  court  of  Vienna. 
That  he  might  convince  him  of  the  good  dif- 
poiitions  of  the  emprefs  queen,  with  refpedt  to 
peace,  he  communicated  a  narrative  which  the 
fieur  Saul,  the  Saxon  emiffary  at  the  court  of 
Vienna,  had  fent  to  the  electoral  prince.  This 
narrative  contained  the  affurances  which  count 
Kaunitz  had  given  the  fieur  Saul,  of  the  defire 
of  the  emprefs  queen  to  quickly  terminate  the 
war;  and  further  affirmed,  that  count  Kau¬ 
nitz  had  allured  the  emiffary,  the  emprefs 
queen  had  twice  offered  the  king  of  Pruffia 
peace;  the  firft  time  through  the  channel  of 
France,,  and  the  fecond  through  that  of  Eng¬ 
land;  and  that  the  refufal  of  the  king  juftified 
the  meafures  the  queen  had  found  herfeif  under 
the  neceffity  of  taking,  for  the  continuation  of 
the  war. 

Thefe  affertions  were  notorioully  falfe;  for 
never  had  any  overture  been  made  to  the  king, 
on  the  part  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  either  through 
the  medium  of  France,  and  Hill  lefs  through 
that  of  England ;  and  thefe  falfities  appeared  to 
be  an  ill  omen.  For  what  hope  might  be  found¬ 
ed 
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ed  on  negotiation  thus  begun?  Trifles  however 
often  obftrudt  great  intentions.  Without  flay¬ 
ing  to  inquire  what  count  Kaunitz  might  have 
faid  to  a  Saxon  emiflary,  it  was  neceflary  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  reafons  the  emprefs  queen  might  have 
to  make  peace,  that  convi&ion  might  be  ob¬ 
tained  of  their  probable  force,  and  of  the  degree 
of  impreffion  they  might  make  upon  her  mind. 

A  hundred  thoufand  Turks  on  the  frontiers 
of  Hungary  was  an  argument  capable  of  infpir- 
ing  pacific  fentiments,  in  the  council  of  that 
flate  which  fliould  be  moft  paflionate  for  war. 
The  Ruffians  and  the  Swedes  had  both  with¬ 
drawn  their  alliance.  The  former  had  even 
made  a  part  of  the  laft  campaign  with  the  Pruf- 
fians;  and,  though  they  might  not  be  feared  as 
new  enemies,  they  ftill  were  friends,  and  confe- 
quently  would  not  make  diverfions  againft  Pruf- 
fia.  Might  it  not  be  expetfled  that  the  court 
of  Vienna  would  pay  attention  to  the  feparate 
peace,  which  the  greateft  princes  of  Germany 
had  lately  concluded,  with  Pruffia?  For,  in 
what  did  the  army  of  the  empire  confift  ?  Was 
it  not  formed  of  their  troops  ?  On  the  other  fide, 
the  preliminaries  between  France  and  England 
were  figned;  the  French  had  engaged  incef- 
fantly  to  withdraw  their  troops  out  of  Germany. 
Of  all  the  belligerent  powers,  the  emprefs  queen 

and 
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and  the  king  of  Pruffia  only  remained  on  thd 
field  of  battle;  in  fome  manner  like  two  cham¬ 
pions,  abandoned  by  their  feconds,  and  fight¬ 
ing  for  life  or  death. 

Such  were  the  political  reafons.  Thofe  which 
internal  government  might  furnifh  were  not  lefs 
forcible.  The  ill  fuccefs  of  the  lafl  campaign 
muft  have  been  produ&ive  of  difcouragement. 
The  infinite  difficulties  encountered  in  amaffing 
the  neceffary  funds  for  the  war  expenditure, 
mifintelligence  among  the  generals,  quarrels 
among  the  minifters,  diffenfions  in  the  Imperial 
family,  the  ill  health  of  the  emperor,  and  the 
additional  confideration  that,  fince  the  emprefs 
queen,  aided  by  all  her  allies,  had  not  been  able 
to  abafe  and  deftroy  Pruffia,  there  were  {till  lefs 
reafons  to  fuppofe  fine  ever  would  fucceed  in 
fuch  an  attempt,  fingly  and  deprived  of  fuccour. 
Thefe  might  all  be  fuppofed  to  be  motives. 
There  were  others,  that  related  to  the  war,  not 
lefs  powerful.  The  city  of  Drefden  was  ill  pro- 
vifioned,  the  magazines  of  Bohemia  were  in 
part  efnpty,  or  ruined  by  the  incurfion  of  Kleifh 
Hence  it  might  naturally  be  feared,  as  well  at 
Warfaw  as  at  Vienna,  that  Drefden  would  be 
recovered  by  the  king,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  approaching  campaign,  and  that  Bohemia 
would  become,  if  not  the  theatre  of  war,  at  leaft 
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of  incurfion  from  the  Pruffian  troops.  Such 
were  the  inducements  that  might  perfuade  the 
king  the  court  of  Vienna  fmcerely  delired  peace 
fliould  be  re-eftablifhed.  After  mature  reflec¬ 
tion  he  gave  the  fieur  Fritfch  a  favourable  an- 
fwer,  and  a  letter  for  the  ele&oral  prince,  in 
which  he  thanked  him  for  his  endeavours  to 
conciliate  the  minds  of  his  adverfaries;  'and  af- 
fured  him  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  would  with 
pleafure  contribute,  as  far  as  his  glory  would 
permit,  to  the  recovery  of  peace. 

Some  few  days  after,  the  king  departed  from 
Meiflen,  and  made  the  tour  of  his  line,  on  the 
frontiers  of  Bohemia  and  the  empire;  whence 
he  repaired  to  Leipfic,  there  to  eftablilh  his 
quarters  during  the  winter.  A  few  days  after 
the  arrival  of  the  king,  Fritfch  returned,  and 
brought  with  him  the  anfwer  of  the  court  of 
Vienna,  relative  to  the  principles  his  majefty 
was  deflrous  of  fixing,  as  the  balls  of  negotia¬ 
tion.  The  memorial  was  loaded  with  various 
emphatical,  enigmatical,  and  obfcure  expref- 
fions,  unintelligible  to  the  whole  world,  count 
Kaunitz  excepted.  Fortunately,  count  Flem¬ 
ming,  ambaflador  from  Saxony  at  Vienna,  had 
commented  the  text  by  a  long  letter,  wherein 
he  explained  the  dark  ftyle  of  the  Auflrian 
chancery,  and  gave  ftrong  afiurances  of  the  up¬ 
right 
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right  intentions  of  the  emprefs,  and  of  the  con-* 
fent  (he  would  accord  to  every  reftitution  that 
might  be  required  of  her,  in  confideration  of  the 
deplorable  (late  to  which  the  electorate  of  Sax¬ 
ony  was  reduced.  He  gave  notice  however, 
by  way  of  precaution,  that  fome  contention  and 
formal  circumlocutions  muff  be  expeCled,  on  the 
part  of  the  Auftrians.  The  parties  were  agreed 
concerning  fubftantials,  and  peace  might  be 
concluded  according  to  the  wifhes  of  the  king. 

The  monarch,  on  his  part,  had  many  motives 
that  concurred  to  make  him  prefer  rnodeft  and 
moderate  conditions  of  peace,  to  others  more 
advantageous.  It  was  an  unfeafonable  moment 
to  increafe  his  demands,  in  the  prefent  (late  of 
affairs,  when  compenfation  could  only  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  viClory,  and  when  the  army  was  in 
a  too  ruinous  and  degenerate  condition  to  hope 
for  any  remarkable  exploits.  The  number  of 
good  generals  had  diminifhed :  they  were  want¬ 
ing  even  to  head  detachments.  Numerous  old 
officers  had  perifhed  in  the  murderous  battles 
they  had  fought,  for  their  country's  defence. 
The  young  were  of  an  age  when  fuperior  fer- 
vices  were  not  to  be  expeCted.  Thole  refpeCt- 
able  veteran  warriors,  thofe  chiefs  who  had  firft 
entered  the  field,  no  longer  exifted ;  and  their 
fucceffors,  with  whom  the  army  was  fupplied, 
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chiefly  confided  of  deferters,  of  young  feeble 
men,  under  eighteen  years  of  age,  incapable  of 
fupporcing  the  rude  fatigues  of  a  fevere  cam¬ 
paign.  Many  regiments,  ruined  on  various  oc- 
cafions,  had  been  three  times  recruited  during 
the  war;  fo  that  the  troops,  in  their  prefent 
date,  could  not  attract  the  confidence  of  their 
commanders. 

And  what  fuccour  could  the  king  hope  for 
lliould  he  continue  the  war?  He  faw  himfelf 
fingle,  deftitute  of  allies;  the  fentiments  of  the 
emprefs  of  Ruflia,  with  refpeft  to  him,  were 
equivocal;  the  Englifh  afted  lefs  like  friends 
than  declared  foes;  the  Turks,  confounded  at 
the  revolutions  that  had  happened  in  Ruffia,  un¬ 
certain  how  to  behave,  declined  the  defenfive  alli¬ 
ance  that  had  fo  long  been  propofed  to  them; 
and  even  the  khan  of  the  Tartars  had  lately 
obliged  the  Pruflian  refident  to  quit  his  court. 
Independent  of  all  thefe  circumftances,  it  was 
highly  to  be  feared  that  the  continuation  of  war 
would  occafion  the  plague  in  Saxony,  Silefia, 
and  Brandenbourg ;  becaufe  that  moft  of  the 
fields  lay  fallow,  provifions  were  fcarce  and  ex- 
ceffively  dear,  and  the  country  deftitute  of  man 
and  beaft;  fo  that  throughout  thefe  provinces 
nothing  was  beheld  but  the  fearful  traces  of  war, 
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and  the  harbingers  of  ffcill  greater  future  cak-* 
mities. 

Under  circumftances  fo  cruel,  nothing  could 
be  expefted  from  prolonging  the  war.  Should 
the  approaching  campaign  be  begun,  the  better 
conditions  would  not  therefore  have  been  ob¬ 
tained.  By  an  indirect  and  vicious  conduct, 
and  after  ufelefs  defence,  the  fame  terms  muft 
have  been  complied  with  at  laft. 

The  Auftrians  propofed  a  congrefs  flhould  be 
held,  and  the  proportion  was  immediately  ac¬ 
cepted  by  the  king.  They  named  the  fieur 
Collenbach  as  their  plenipotentiary;  and  the 
king,  on  his  part,  appointed  his  cabinet  coun- 
fellor,  M.  von  Hertzberg.  It  was  agreed  the 
conferences  fhould  be  held  at  Hubertfburg;  and, 
by  a  public  aft,  this  place  and  its  territories 
were  declared  neuter.  The  conferences  began 
on  the  31ft  of  December,  according  to  the  cuf- 
tomary  forms. 

Thus,  in  thefe  happy  times,  did  the  minds  of 
men,  heated  as  they  had  been,  and  irritated  by 
war,  fuddenly  grow  calm,  from  the  north  to  the 
fouth  of  Europe.  We  have  already  feen  the 
preliminaries  figned  between  France  and  Eng¬ 
land.  The  French  had  been  determined  to 
make  peace  in  confequence  of  their  ill  fuccefs,  in 
the  Indies  and  in  Europe;  for,  in  the  fpring  of 
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the  year,  the  Englifh  had  conquered  Martinico; 
and,  during  the  fummer,  had  taken  the  Havannah, 
from  the  Spaniards,  whofe  fleets  they  had  en¬ 
tirely  ruined.  Thefe  misfortunes,  added  to  the 
vaft  expences  of  France,  and  the  ihapoffibility 
of  finding  new  refources,  had  inclined  the  council 
to  a  pacificatory  fyftem. 

The  Englifh,  on  their  part,  inftead  of  glori- 
oufly  didating  conditions  to  their  enemies,  go¬ 
verned  by  lord  Bute,  lacrificed  the  interefts  of 
their  allies,  and  confented  that  the  French  fhoukl 
remain  in  pofleffion,  after  the  peace,  of  the 
towns  of  Welel  and  Guelders,  and  their  terri¬ 
tories.  Not  fatisfied  with  trampling  upon  trea¬ 
ties  and  contemning  good  faith,  lord  Bute  ca¬ 
balled  at  the  court  of  Peterfburg,  and  there 
fowed  the  feeds  of  diffidence  and  fufpicion, 
againfl  the  king;  fo  that  the  latter,  unable  to 
depend  on  any  of  the  powers  of  Europe,  had 
every  thing  to  apprehend  from  new  difputes 
with  Ruflia. 

Amid  this  general  agitation,  when  hafty  refo- 
lutions  were  often  taken,  it  happened,  no  doubt 
contrary  to  the  intention  of  the  Britifh  miniftry, 
that  England  rendered  an  important  fervice  to 
Pruffia,  It  was  thus.  Scarcely  were  prelimi¬ 
naries  figned  before  this  miniftry,  from  a  fpirit 
of  ceconomy,  difbanded  all  the  light  troops  that 
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had  ferved  in  the  army  of  prince  Ferdinand. 
Among  the  number  was  the  Britifh  legion,  and 
this  corps,  of  three  thoufand  men,  palfed  into 
the  fervice  of  Pruffia.  It  was  joined  by  eight 
hundred  Pruffian  dragoons  of  Bauer,  and  by  as 
many  volunteers  of  Brunfwick,  whom  the  king 
had  engaged.  This  detachment,  which  includ¬ 
ed  between  five  and  fix  thoufand  men,  had  or¬ 
ders  to  march  incontinently  for  the  frontiers  of 
the  dutchy  of  Cleves,  which  infpired  the  French 
with  ftrange  apprehenfions.  They  imagined  the 
king  projected  a  diverfion,  either  into  Flanders 
or  Brabant.  They  communicated  their  fufpi- 
cions  to  the  Auflrians;  who  immediately  fent 
ten  thoufand  men,  to  gain  the  banks  of  the 
Rhine.  The  Hanoverian  miniftry  likewife 
fuppofed  that,  with  a  heart  rankled  at  the  con¬ 
duit  of  the  Englifli,  the  king  would  take  ven¬ 
geance  on  the  deflorate  of  Hanover.  In  Eng¬ 
land  it  was  believed  his  majefly  would  make  at¬ 
tempts  on  the  bifhoprick  of  Munfter,  thereby 
to  afcertain  the  reftitution  of  the  dutchies  of 
Cleves  and  Guelders;  and  as  lord  Bute  was  in  a 
train  to  give  every  mark,  on  every  opportunity, 
of  his  ill  will  to  the  P ruffians,  he  caufed  the 
garrifon  of  Munfter  to  be  doubled,  with  an 
order  that  no  Pruffian  fhould  be  fuffered  to 
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Thus  a  limple  and  natural  event  fuddenly 
heated  the  imaginations  of  miniflers,  and  made 
half  Europe  guilty  of  extravagance.  This 
phrenzy,  however,  was  advantageous  to  the 
king;  he  had  neither  thought  of  thefe  diver- 
lions  nor  of  the  city  of  Munfter;  his  foie  de- 
lign  was  to  furprife  the  garrifon  of  Wefel,  that 
he  might  again  have  it  in  his  pofleffion.  The 
French,  ftrongly  impreffed  with  the  idea  that  a 
new  war  might  be  kindled  in  Flanders,  and 
fearing  to  be  entangled  in  it,  propofed,  by  the 
duke  de  Nivernois,  to  the  Pruffian  ambaffador 
at  London,  a  treaty  of  neutrality  for  Flanders, 
in  return  for  which  they  would  reftore  the  pro¬ 
vinces  they  had  invaded.  This  propofition  was 
no  fooner  made  than  accepted ;  but  the  diftance 
of  the  places,  and  the  difficulty  of  palling  the  fea 
in  the  winter  feafon,  were  the  caufes  that  the 
peace  of  Hubertfburg  was  ligned  before  the 
other  treaty  was  brought  to  maturity.  W e  lhall 
therefore  return  to  the  negotiations  in  Saxony, 
where  all  the  interefts  of  Pruffia,  which  ftill  re¬ 
mained  to  be  difcuffed,  were  efficacioully  regu¬ 
lated. 

As  foon  as  the  plenipotentiaries  were  aflem-. 
bled  at  Hubertfburg  the  fieur  von  Collenbach 
di&ated  a  memorial,  the  fubflance  of  which  was 
nearly  this. 
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44  The  fteur  von  Collenbach,  to  whom  full 
44  powers  have  been  imparted,  declares  that  her 
44  majefty  the  emprefs  queen,  to  convince  the 
44  whole  world  how  lincerely  fhe  defires  the  re- 
44  Horatio n  of  peace,  does  not  hefitate  to  make 
44  the  nrft  propofals;  and  as  both  parties  are 
44  agreed  that  this  reftoration  of  peace  {hall  be 
44  on  juft,  honourable,  and  durable  principles, 
44  in  order  that  none  of  the  contracting  parties 
44  may  fuffer  any  real  lofs,  thefe  three  qualities 
44  exact  the  following  conditions. 

44  I.  That  the  court  of  Saxony  fliall  be  in- 
44  eluded  in  this  peace,  on  a  proper  and  reci- 
44  procal  footing. 

44  II.  That  juft  regard  {hall  be  paid  to  the 
44  ftates  of  the  empire,  namely  thofe  of  Fran- 
44  conia,  as  well  as  the  duke  of  Mecklenbourg 
44  and  the  prince  of  Zerbft. 

44  III.  That  endeavours  {hall  be  made  for  the 
44  re-eftablilhment  of  peace  in  rhe  empire,  in  a 
44  manner  honourable  to  the  emperor. 

44  IV.  That  a  general  amnefty  fhall  be  pub- 
44  lifted,  in  which  the  holy  Roman  empire  fhall 
44  be  included. 

44  V.  In  confequence  of  the  convention  be- 
44  tween  the  king  and  the  eleCtor  Palatine,  rela- 
44  tive  to  the  fucceflion  of  Juliers  and  Berg,  this 
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“  treaty  fhall  be  in  full  force  after  the  peace, 
ee  and  reflored  to  its  former  (lability. 

“  VI.  That,  to  render  the  peace  durable, 
“  the  county  of  Glatz,  which  by  its  fituation 
ie  covers  Bohemia,  (hall  remain  with  the  em- 
€C  prefs  queen. 

“  VII.  That,  in  order  to  remove  all  tempta-. 
cc  tionsof  aggrandifement,  and  what  ever  may  ex- 
se  cite  new  projects  of  ambition,  the  emprefs  will 
cc  difpofe  the  emperor  to  detach  Tufcany  from 
“  the  primogenial  fucceffion  of  his  houfe,  on 
ft  condition  that  the  king  will  enter  into  the 
te  fame  engagements,  refpedting  the  fucceffion 
“  of  the  margraviates  of  Bareuth  and  Anfpach, 
<c  hitherto  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  younger 
ec  branches  of  his  family. 

<c  VIII.  That  in  return  for  the  provinces  which 
{e  the  emprefs  fhall  reftore  to  the  king,  the  latter 
fhall  give  his  vote  for  the  election  of  the  arch- 
((  duke  Jofeph,  in  quality  of  king  of  the 
cc  Romans. 

“  IX.  And  for  the  expe&ative  to  the  feudal 
tc  fucceffion  of  the  dutchy  of  Modena,  in  favour 
of  the  archduke,  his  fecond  brother,  who  fhall 
ic  efpoufe  the  heirefs  of  this  dutchy. 

“  X.  And  that,  in  fine,  the  treaties  of  Breflau 
C(  and  Drefden  (hall  be  renewed,  .relative  to 
tl  the  fupport  of  the  Roman  religion,  the  debts 
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ec  of  Silefia,  and  the  mutual  guarantees  which 
<£  the  king  may  amicably  extend  beyond  the 
“  limits  of  this  treaty ;  that  prifoners  of  war 
tc  (hall  be  mutually  reftored  ;  and  that  all  con- 
<£  tributions  in  arrear  fhall  be  renounced.” 

Thefe  propofals,  many  of  which  were  artful, 
were  examined  with  all  the  attention  that,  from 
their  importance,  they  merited.  The  articles 
which,  in  meaning  and  words,  were  contrary 
to  the  fundamental  principles  that  had  been 
agreed  on,  for  the  re-eftablifhment  of  peace, 
were  curtailed.  It  was,  in  particular,  eafy  to 
prove  that  the  ceffion  of  a  province,  however 
it  might  be  coloured,  was  a  real  lofs,  the  na¬ 
ture  of  which  no  forced  fenfe,  no  term  inter¬ 
preted  after  an  equivocal  manner,  could  change. 
The  following  article  was  fubftituted  : 

<c  That  the  entire  reftitution  of  the  ftates  ap- 
ee  pertaining  to  the  belligerent  powers  fhould 
£C  ferve  as  the  bafis  of  the  treaty  it  was  intended 
“  to  make.  Confequently  it  was  promifed  to  re- 
«  ftore  to  the  king  of  Poland  his  deflorate  of 
e<  Saxony,  and  the  provinces  thereto  appertain- 
“  ing,  as  foon  as  the  provinces  that  had  been 
«  taken  from  Pruffia  fhould  be  reftored.” 

An  explanation  was  afterward  demanded  of 
certain  vague  terms,  contained  in  the  Auftrian 
memorial  j  becaufe  that  definitions  were  necef- 
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fary,  that  the  propofitions  might  be  underflood. 
What  was  fignified  by  the  juft  regard  which 
was  demanded  of  the  king,  for  the  princes  of 
the  empire  ?  It  was  at  the  fame  time  obferved 
to  the  Auftrians  that,  the  differences  of  the  king 
with  the  princes  of  the  empire  having  ceafed, 
by  the  peace  he  had  concluded  with  them,  it 
was  fuperfluous  to  ftipulate  any  particular  con¬ 
dition,  with  refpeil  to  them ;  at  leaft  unlefs, 
by  the  fame  article,  and  in  perfect  reciprocity, 
it  fhould  pleafe  the  emprefs  queen  to  contract 
the  fame  obligations  toward  the  allies  of  the 
king,  who  were  named  ;  that  is  to  fay,  the  em¬ 
prefs  of  Ruffia,  the  king  of  England,  eledlor 
of  Hanover,  the  landgrave  of  Heffe,  and  the 
duke  of  Brunfwick. 

In  lieu  of  the  third  article,  an  amnefty  for 
the  paft  was  propofed  ;  and  the  renewal  of  the 
peace  of  Weftphalia. 

The  6th  article,  containing  the  ceffion  of  the 
county  of  Glatz,  was  wholly  rejected,  as  con¬ 
trary  to  the  fundamental  principles  which  had 
been  ftipulated. 

The  7th  article  was  declined  by  expoling  how 
indecent  it  would  be  for  a  foreign  power  to  in¬ 
terfere  concerning  the  laws  and  domeftic  ar¬ 
rangements  which  another  power  might  abrogate 
or  introduce  into  its  family ;  and,  to  give  a  po¬ 
lite 
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lite  turn  to  the  refufal,  it  was  added  that  the 
king  pretended  to  have  no  influence,  in  the  ar¬ 
rangements  which  the  emperor  Ihould  think 
proper  to  make,  refpe&ing  the  fucceflion  of  his 
family;  confequently,  the  king  flattered  him- 
felf  that  neither  the  emperor  nor  emprefs  would 
think  of  difpofing  of  any  heritage  which  might 
legitimately,  and  of  right,  revert  to  the  elder 
branch  of  the  houfe  of  Brandenbourg. 

With  refpedt  to  the  eledtion  of  the  archduke 
Jcfeph,  as  king  of  the  Romans,  and  the  feudal 
fucceflion  of  the  dutchy  of  Modena,  the  king, 
who  neither  could  impede  the  one  nor  the  other, 
accorded  with  a  good  grace,  that  he  might 
make  a  merit  of  the  act,  and  the  article  was 
not  at  all  difputed. 

This  counter  project  was  fent  to  Vienna,  by 
the  fieur  von  Collenbach.  The  anfwer  returned 
tolerably  foon ;  and  the  Auftrians  relaxed  on 
moft  of  the  articles  :  they  properly  infilled  but 
on  two  points ;  the  ceflion  of  the  county  of 
Glatz,  and  the  concluflon  of  a  provifional  treaty, 
which  Ihould  regulate  the  fucceflion  of  the 
margraviates  of  Franconia.  Arguments  already 
half  refuted  were  again  to  combat.  The  Au- 
ftrians  affirmed  that  the  fortrefs  of  Glatz  was 
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power,  and  that  it  became  offenlive  when  in  the 
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power  of  the  Pruffians.  They  offered  indemni¬ 
fication  to  the  king,  by  ceding  that  part  of  the 
principality  of  Neifs  of  which  they  were  in  pof- 
feflion,  and  to  pay  the  refidue  in  ready  mo¬ 
ney,  to  liquidate  the  debts  mortgaged  on  Silefia. 
Their  own  reafons  were  retorted  upon  them- 
felves ;  and  it  was  proved  to  them,  by  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  places,  that  there  are  feveral  polls, 
on  that  frontier  of  Bohemia,  which  forbid  en¬ 
trance  to  the  fovereign  who  fhould  polfefs 
Glatz  ;  as  thofe  of  Bergicht,  Politz,  Opotfchna, 
Nachod,  Wiffoka,  and  Neufladt ;  without  in¬ 
cluding  Konigfgraetz  ;  the  lead  of  which,  well 
defended,  would  flop  the  army  of  Xerxes,  lince 
they  well  might  be  called  equal  to  the  flraits  of 
Thermopylse ;  while  in  Silefia,  and  below 
Glatz,  in  the  plains  of  Frankenflein  and  Reich- 
enbach,  there  is  no  poll  where  an  army  may 
difpute  the  entrance  of  an  enemy.  Whence  it 
evidently  refulted  that  Glatz,  in  the  hands  of 
the  Auflrians,  became  an  offenfive  place ;  that 
it  fupplied  them  with  three  entrances ;  from 
Johannefberg,  from  Wartha,  and  from  Silber- 
berg  ;  by  which  they  might  at  liberty  defeend 
into  the  Lower  Silefia;  where,  at  the  very  com¬ 
mencement  of  a  quarrel,  they  might  eftablifh 
war  in  the  heart  of  that  province ;  and  that 
Glatz,  in  the  power  of  Pruflia,  could  be  no 
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more  than  a  place  of  defence,  not  giving  free 
entrance  into  the  kingdom  of  Bohemia.  As 
this  was  entirely  a  military  difcuffion,  the  king 
appealed  to  marlhal  Daun,  who  could  not  but 
allow  the  reality  of  what  was  here  advanced. 
However,  to  foften  refufal  by  an  obliging  com¬ 
pliment,  the  king  added  that,  did  the  quefiion 
relate  only  to  the  obtaining  the  friendfhip  of  a 
princefs  of  fuch  rare  merit,  as  was  the  emprefs 
queen,  by  the  ceffion  of  a  province,  he  Ihould 
not  think  he  could  pay  too  dear  in  making  fuch 
a  facrifice ;  but  that  a  town  fo  important  as 
Glatz  could  not  be  ceded,  without  entirely  for- 
getting  all  that  a  fovereign  owes  to  his  pofterity ; 
efpecially  fince  the  fituation  of  the  king  did  not 
oblige  him  to  receive  law  from  his  enemy,  for 
he  had  twice  as  much  to  furrender  as  they  had 
to  reftore. 

The  other  article,  which  concerned  the  com 
vention  propofed  by  the  Aultrians  to  regulate 
the  fucceffion  of  the  margraviates  of  Franconia, 
was  too  contrary  to  the  interefts  of  the  royal 
houfe  to  be  accepted.  It  was  eluded  by  firft 
alleging  the  fame  arguments  that  had  been  be¬ 
fore  employed ;  and  again  by  ftrengthening  them 
with  confiderations  drawn  from  example,  which 
prove  the  inutility  of  previous  treaties,  that  in 
execution  are  never  regarded.  This  was  a  pro- 
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portion  eafy  to  enforce  with  the  Aultrians, 
with  whom  the  memory  {till  was  recent  of  the 
little  validity  of  the  famous  Pragmatic  fanftion, 
by  which  the  emperor  Charles  VI.  had  regulated 
the  fucceffion  of  his  ftates. 

The  court  of  Vienna  made  new  replications 
to  thefe  two  articles ;  and,  after  having  made 
fome  attempts  to  preferve  the  county  of  Glatz, 
they  gave  up  their  pretenfions,  declaring  the 
fortrefs  and  its  artillery  fhould  be  reftored  in  the 
Hate  they  then  actually  were.  This  court  in 
like  manner  relaxed  from  its  demands,  relative 
to  a  provifional  treaty  for  the  fucceffion  of  Fran¬ 
conia.  The  negotiation  with  Saxony  kept 
pace  with  that  of  Auftria ;  it  met  with  no  great 
obftacles,  becaufe  the  king  of  Poland  thought 
himfelf  too  happy  once  more  to  recover  his 
ele&orate,  from  the  king  of  Pruffia.  The 
Saxons  only  demanded  that  means  fhould  be 
taken  to  procure  eftablifhments  for  the  children 
of  the  king  of  Poland,  and  principally  for 
prince  Charles,  whom  the  emprefs  of  Ruflia 
had  lately  deprived  of  his  duchy  of  Courland. 

Thus  ended  this  cruel  war  ;  during  which  no 
power.  Great  Britain  excepted,  in  the  lead  ex¬ 
tended  the  limits  of  its  domains.  The  peace 
between  France  and  England  was  only  figned 
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fome  days  fooner  than  that  of  Hubertfburg. 
France,  by  this  treaty,  was  {tripped  of  her  prin¬ 
cipal  poffeffions  in  America.  England  reftored 
Martinico,  Guadeloupe,  Belle-ifle  and  Pondi¬ 
cherry  ;  and  France  the  ifland  of  Minorca. 

We  cannot  forbear  adding  fome  refleftions  on 
the  numerous  fads  we  have  related.  Does  it 
not  feem  aftonifhing  that  human  prudence  the 
moft  penetrating,  added  to  ftrength,  fhould  fo 
often  be  the  fport  of  unexpeded  accident,  or 
the  caprices  of  fortune  ?  And  does  it  not  ap¬ 
pear  there  is  a  certain  fomething,  which  fports 
with  and  contemns  the  projects  of  man  ?  Is  it 
not  evident  that  at  the  commencement  of  thefo 
troubles  every  fenfible  man  muft  have  been  de¬ 
ceived  in  his  judgment,  concerning  the  clofe  of 
the  war  ?  Who  could  forefee,  or  imagine,  that 
Pruffia,  attacked  by  the  powers  of  Auftria, 
Ruffia,  France,  Sweden,  and  all  the  holy  Roman 
empire,  fhould  withftand  a  league  fo  formidable, 
and  in  a  war  wherein  every  thing  predided  ruin 
fhould  lofe  no  one  of  its  poffeffions  ?  Who  could 
have  expected  that  France,  with  its  intrinfic 
ftrength,  its  grand  alliances,  and  refources  fo 
various,  fhould  be  defpoiled  of  its  principal  pof¬ 
feffions  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  fall  the  vidim 
of  that  war  ?  In  the  year  17*57 ,  all  thefe  fads 
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rnuft  have  appeared  incredible  ;  yet,  if  we  take 
a  retrofped  of  the  caufes  that  have  produced 
events  fo  little  expeded,  we  (hall  find  that  the 
following  reafons  impeded  the  deftrudion  of  the 
P ruffians. 

1.  The  want  of  harmony  among  the  powers 
of  the  grand  alliance,  and  their  oppofite  inte- 
refis,  which  would  not  admit  them  to  agree  on 
certain  operations ;  the  little  union  there  was 
between  the  Ruffian  and  Auftrian  generals, 
which  rendered  them  circumfped,  when  occafion 
required  they  fhould  ad  with  vigour  to  over¬ 
whelm  Pruffia,  which  in  reality  they  might  have 
effeded. 

2.  The  fubtilized  over-refined  politics  of  the 
court  of  Vienna,  the  principles  of  which  led  her 
to  charge  her  allies  with  the  moft  hazardous  and 
difficult  enterprifes,  that  fhe  might,  at  the  con- 
clulion  of  the  war,  preferve  her  army  in  a  better 
(late,  and  more  complete  than  that  of  other 
powers.  Hence  it  reful ted,  at  various  times, 
that  the  Auftrian  generals,  by  excefs  of  circum- 
fpedion,  negleded  to  give  the  expiring  blow  to 
the  Pruffians,  when  their  affairs  were  the  moft 
defperate. 

3.  The  death  of  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  with 
whom,  in  the  lame  tomb,  was  buried  the  Auf¬ 
trian  alliance ;  the  feceding  of  the  Ruffians ; 
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the  alliance  of  Peter  III.  with  the  king  of 
Pruffia ;  and  finally  the  fuccour  fent  by  that 
emperor  into  Silefia, 

If  we  further  examine  the  caufe  of  the  Ioffes 
of  the  French  in  this  war,  we  fhall  obferve  the 
error  they  were  guilty  of  in  their  interference 
with  the  troubles  of  Germany.  The  kind  of 
war  they  made  with  England  was  maritime ; 
they  were  circumvented,  and  negledted  this 
principal  objedt  in  purfuit  of  a  foreign  one, 
with  which  they  had  properly  no  connexion. 
At  firft,  they  obtained  naval  advantages  againfl 
the  Englifh ;  but,  when  their  attention  was 
drawn  off  by  the  continental  war,  as  foon  as  the 
armies  of  Germany  abforbed  all  their  funds, 
which  fhould  have  been  employed  to  augment 
their  fleets,  their  marine  began  to  want  necef- 
faries,  and  the  Englifh  gained  an  afcendancy 
which  rendered  them  vi&orious  in  the  four 
quarters  of  the  world.  The  exceffive  fums  which 
Louis  XV.  paid  in  fubfidies,  and  thofe  that  were 
expended  on  his  armies  in  Germany,  were  fent 
out  of  the  kingdom.  This  diminifhed  by  one 
half  the  money  that  was  in  circulation,  as  well  at 
Paris  as  in  the  provinces ;  and,  to  add  to  humi¬ 
liation,  the  generals  chofen  by  the  court  for  the 
command  of  the  French  armies  were  guilty  of 

very 
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very  grofs  errors,  while  each  imagined  himfelf  a 
Turenne. 

Let  thefe  examples  ferve  to  inform  the  poli¬ 
tician  of  vaft  projects  that,  however  extenffve 
the  human  mind  may  be,  it  is  never  fufficiently 
fo  to  penetrate  the  minute  combinations  that  are 
neceffary  to  be  developed,  in  order  to  forefee  or 
regulate  events,  which  depend  on  future  contin¬ 
gencies.  We  can  explain  pall  incidents  clearly, 
for  their  caufes  are  now  difcovered ;  but  wre 
always  deceive  ourfelves  concerning  the  future, 
which  is  concealed,  by  fecondary  caufes,  from 
our  rafh  and  prying  infpection.  That  the  ex¬ 
pectations  of  politicians  fhould  be  difappointed  is 
not  a  Angularity  peculiar  to  the  prefent  age;  it 
has  ever  been  the  fame,  during  all  the  ages  in 
which  human  ambition  gave  birth  to  grand  pro¬ 
jects.  To  be  convinced  of  this  we  need  but  re¬ 
collect  the  hiftory  of  the  famous  league  of  Cam- 
bray;  the  invincible  armada  ;  the  war  of  Philip 
Il.againft  the  Dutch;  the  vaft defignsof  Frederic 
II.  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  of  thirty 
years;  the  different  projects  of  partition,  which 
preceded  the  war  of  Succeffion,  and  that  war 
itfelf.  All  thefe  fplendid  plans  produced  con- 
clufions  very  oppoiite  to  the  intents  of  thofe  who 
were  their  promoters ;  and  this  is  becaufe  human 

B  b  affairs 
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affairs  want  (lability;  and  becaufe  men,  their  * 
defigns,  and  the  events  of  futurity,  are  fub- 
je&ed  to  perpetual  viciffitudes. 

The  belligerent  powers,  leaving  the  lifts  in 
which  they  had  combated  with  fo  much  animo- 
fity  and  fury,  began  to  feel  their  wounds,  and 
the  need  they  had  of  cure.  They  all  were  fuf- 
ferers,  but  their  pangs  were  different.  We  fhall 
here  take  a  review  of  them,  that  we  may  obtain 
a  precife  idea  of  their  Ioffes,  and  their  aCtual 
ftate. 

Pruffia  enumerated  a  hundred  and  eighty 
thoufand  men,  whom  (he  had  been  deprived  of, 
by  [the  war.  Her  armies  had  fought  fixteen 
pitched  battles.  The  enemy  had  befide  almoft 
totally  deftroyed  three  large  corps ;  that  of  the 
convoy  of  Olmutz,  that  of  Maxen,  and  that  of 
Fouquet,  at  Landfhut;  exclufiveof  the  garrifon 
of  Breflau,  two  garrifons  of  Schweidnitz,  one  of 
Torgau,  and  one  of  Wittenberg,  that  were  taken 
with  thefe  towns.  It  was  further  eftimated  that 
twenty  thoufand  fouls  perilhed  in  the  kingdom 
of  Pruffia,  by  the  ravages  of  the  Ruffians ;  fix 
thoufand  in  Pomerania ;  four  thoufand  in  the 
New  March ;  and  three  thoufand  in  the  electo¬ 
rate  of  Brandenbourg. 

The  Ruffian  troops  had  fought  four  grand 
battles,  and  it  was  computed  that  the  war  had 
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coft  them  a  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  men, 
including  part  of  the  recruits  that  perilhed,  in 
coming  from  the  frontiers  of  Perfia  and  China, 
to  join  their  corps  in  Germany. 

The  Auftrians  had  fought  ten  regular  battles. 
Two  garrifons  at  Schweidnitz,  and  one  at  Bref- 
lau,  had  been  taken ;  and  they  eftimated  their 
lofs  at  a  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  men. 

The  French  made  their  Ioffes  amount  to  two 
hundred  thoufand  ;  the  Englifh  with  their  allies 
to  a  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  ;  the  Swedes  to 
twenty-five  thoufand ;  and  the  troops  of  the 
circles  to  twenty-eight  thoufand. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  war  the  houfe  of  Auftria 
found  itfelf  a  hundred  millions  of  crowns  in 
debt.  The  frontiers  of  Bohemia  and  Moravia 
had  fuffered,  though  the  traces  of  ruin  or  devaf- 
tation  did  not  feem  to  remain.  In  France,  the 
credit  of  government  had  been  ruined,  by  the 
robberies  of  financiers,  and  the  malverfations  of 
thofe  to  whom  the  adminiftration  of  money  had 
been  committed.  The  payment  of  the  intereft 
of  their  borrowed  capitals  had  been  fufpended  ; 
the  little  that  was  paid  was  paid  irregularly ;  the 
people  groaned  under  the  weight  of  the  taxes  by 
which  they  were  overwhelmed;  and,  though  no 
incurfion  of  the  enemy  had  ravaged  the  pro- 
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vinces,  the  ftate  did  not  fuffer  the  lefs ;  for,  th© 
commerce  of  the  two  Indies  being  deftroyed, 
the  fourees  of  public  abundance  were  dried 
up.  The  national  debt  had  accumulated,  and 
amounted  to  fums  fo  enormous  that,  after  the 
peace,  the  extraordinary  taxes  were  prolonged 
for  ten  years,  in  order  to  pay  off  the  intereft,  and 
to  create  a  finking  fund,  for  the  further  payment 
of  this  intereft. 

The  Englifb,  victorious  byfeaand  land,  may 
be  faid  to  have  purchafed  their  conquefts  by 
immenfe  fums>  which  they  had  borrowed  to 
carry  on  the  war,  and  which  almoft  rendered 
them  infolvent.  The  opulence  of  individuals 
exceeded  all  imagination.  The  wealth  and 
luxury  of  the  people  were  the  confequences  of 
the  confiderable  prizes  that  fo  many  private 
perfons  had  taken,  as  well  from  France  as  from 
Spain  ;  and  of  the  prodigious  increafe  of  trade, 
of  which,  during  the  war,  they  had  almoft  folely 
been  in  poffeffion. 

Ruffia  had  indeed  expended  confiderable 
fums;  but  fhe  had  rather  made  war  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  Pruffians  and  the  Poles  than  at 
her  own.  Sweden  was  on  the  verge  of  bank¬ 
ruptcy.  She  had  not  only  broken  in  upon  the 
funds  of  the  bank,  but,  by  an  unfkilful  aft  of 
her  financiers,  fhe  had  too  much  multiplied  her 
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paper  currency,  which  dedroys  the  equilibrium 
that  all  well-regulated  (bites  ought  to  keep, 
between  the  currency  of  paper  and  of  coin. 
Pruffia  had  fufFered  the  moft.  The  Audrians, 
French,  Ruffians,  Swedes,  and  troops  of  the 
circles,  defcending  to  the  duke  of  Wurtemberg, 
had  all  here  committed  ravages.  The  (late  had 
expended  a  hundred  and  twenty-five  millions  of 
crowns,  for  the  fupport  of  its  armies,  and  other 
military  difburfements.  Pomerania,  Silefia,  and 
the  New  March,  required  great  fums  for  their 
reftoration.  Other  provinces,  as  the  dutchy  of 
Croffen,  the  principality  of  Halberdadt,  and 
that  of  Hohenftein,  in  like  manner  exacted 
great  fuccours;  and  efforts  were  neceffary,  fup- 
ported  by  unrela.xing  induftry,  to  reftore  them  to 
the  date  in  which  they  were  previous  to  the 
troubles ;  becaufe  that  mod  of  the  lands  were 
uncultivated,  for  want  of  feed  corn,  and  cattle, 
while  every  thing  that  related  to  fubddence 
was  in  like  manner  deficient. 

To  fupply  fo  many  wants,  there  were  didri- 
buted  among  thefe  provinces,  according  to  a  jud 
partition,  twenty-dve  thousand  meafures  of  com 
and  dour,  and  feventeen  thousand  of  oats;  thirty- 
five  thoufand  horfes,  drafted  from  the  regiments 
and  from  the  artillery,  and  provifions  were  given 
to  the  gentry,  and  the  peafantry.  The  king 
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further  bellowed  on  Silefia  three  millions  for  its 
re-eftablifhment  5  one  million  four  hundred 
thoufand  crowns  on  Pomerania  and  the  New 
March ;  feven  hundred  thoufand  on  the  elector¬ 
ate  ;  and  one  hundred  thoufand  on  the  dutchy 
of  Cleves.  Befide  eight  hundred  thoufand 
■which  the  kingdom  of  Pruffia  received,  the 
contributions  on  the  dutchy  of  CrofTen,  the 
countries  of  Hohenftein,  and  Halberftadt,  were 
reduced  one  half :  in  fine,  the  people  began  to 
take  courage,  and  no  longer  to  defpair  of  their 
fituation ;  to  work,  be  adive,  and  by  induftry 
to  repair  thofe  evils  the  ftate  had  buffered. 

From  the  general  pidure  which  we  have 
jketched,  the  refult  is  that  the  governments  of 
Auftria,  France,  and  even  England,  were  over¬ 
whelmed  with  debts,  and  ^J.moft  deftitute  of 
credit ;  but  that  the  people,  not  having  been  fuf- 
ferers  in  the  war,  were  only  fenfible  of  it  from 
the  prodigious  taxes  which  had  been  exaded  by 
their  fovereigns.  Whereas,  in  Pruffia,  the  govern¬ 
ment  was  poffeffed  of  money,  but  the  provinces 
were  laid  wafle  and  defolated,  by  the  rapacity 
and  barbarity  of  en?  mies. 

The  eledorate  9'f  Saxony  was,  next  to  Pruffia, 
the  province  of  'Germany  that  had  fuffered  the 
moft ;  but  this  country  found  refources,  in  the 
goodnefs  of  ip,  foil  and  the  induftry  of  its  inha¬ 
bitant^ 


HISTORY  OF  THE  SEVEN  YEARS  WAR.  375 

hitants,  which  are  wanting  to  Pruffia  throughout 
her  provinces,  Silefia  excepted.  Time,  which 
cures  and  effaces  all  ills,  will  no  doubt  foonredore 
the  Pruffian  dates  to  their  former  abundance, 
profperity,  and  fplendor.  Other  powers  will  in 
like  manner  recover,  and  other  ambitious  men 
willarife,  excite  new  wars,  and  incur  new  difafters. 
Such  are  the  properties  of  the  human  mind  ;  no 
man  benefits  by  example ;  the  follies  of  the  fa¬ 
ther  afford  no  ufeful  lelfon  to  the  fon ;  each 
generation  muff  have  its  errors. 

We  fhall  add  but  a  word  to  this  work  (too 
long  perhaps  already,  and  too  diffufe)  for 
the  fatisfadion  of  poderity,  which  doubtlefs 
will  defire  to  know  how  a  prince,  fo  little  puif. 
fant  as  was  the  king  of  Pruffia,  was  able,  during 
feven  campaigns,  to  fudain  a  ruinous  war,  againft 
the  chief  monarchies  of  Europe.  Though  the 
lofs  of  fo  many  provinces  laid  him  under  great 
difficulties,  and  though  he  was  inceffantly  obliged 
to  fupply  enormous  duns,  dill  there  were  re- 
fources  that  rendered  the  performance  poffible. 
The  king  drew  four  millions  from  the  provinces 
that  remained;  the  contributions  on  Saxony 
amounted  to  between  fix  and  feven  millions  ; 
the  fubfidies  of  England,  which  were  four  mil¬ 
lions,  were  coined  into  eight ;  the  money  that 
had  been  farmed,  by  diminifhing  its  value  one 
3  half, 
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half,  afforded  feven  millions ;  befide  which  the 
payment  of  civil  penfipns  had  been  fufpended, 
that  every  fund  might  be  applied  to  the  expences 
of  the  war.  The  different  fums  we  have  indi¬ 
cated,  in  the  total,  amounted  to  twenty-five 
millions  of  crowns  per  annum,  of  adulterated 
coin.  Thefe  were  fufficient,  by  the  aid  of  good 
{Economy,  for  the  payment  and  maintenance  of 
the  army,  and  for  the  extraordinaries  which  were 
neceffarily  renewed  each  campaign. 

May  Providence  grant  (if  Providence  fhali 
deign  to  look  down  on  human  miferies)  that 
the  unalterable  and  flourifhing  deftiny  of  thefe 
Bates  may  raife  the  monarchs,  by  whom  they  are 
governed,  fuperior  to  the  calamities  and  plagues 
Prufiia  has  endured,  in  thefe  times  of  trouble 
and  fubverfion ;  and  that  they  never  may  be 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  remedies  fo  violent 
and  fatal,  as  were  then  found  neceffary  to  be 
employed,  that  the  country  might  be  preferved 
againft  the  ambitious  hatred  of  the  fovereigns  of 
Europe,  who  wifhed  to  annihilate  the  houfe  of 
Brandenbourg,  and  eternally  exterminate  all 
who  bore  the  name  of  P  ruffian. 

Berlin,  December  l'jtb,  1763* 
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